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2 CE S_ns 


We depart for Europe — 2 miſunderſtanding ariſes between 
the captain and ſurgeon through the ſcandalous afperſions 
of Crampley——the captain dies — Crampley tyrannizes 


over the ſurgeon, wh» falls a victim to his crnelty— 1 


am alſo ill uſed — the ſhip firikes the behaviour of 
Crampley and ths ſeamen on that occaſion / pet on ſhore 
challenge the cuptain to ſingle combat am treacherouſly 
Kuocked down, wounded, and robbed. +2 | 


creditable way, I felt exceſſive pleaſure in finding 
myſelf out of ſight of that fatal ifland, which has been 
the grave of ſo many Europeans; and as I was accoms 
modated with every thing to render the paſſage agreeable, 


OW that I could return to my native country in x 


* 


]: reſolved to enjoy myſelf as much as the iuſolence . 
Crampley would permit. This inſidious flinkerer had © 
found means already tocauſe a miſunderſtanding between 


the ſurgeolſnd' captain, who by his age and infirmities 
was rendered OT peevilh, his d n „ 
: 0 . — * * 
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alſo been ſoured by a long courſe of diſappointments. 
He had a particular averſion to all young men, eſpecial- 
Iy to ſurgeons, whom he conſidered ns unneceſſary ani. 
mals on board of a*fſhip ; and in confequ=nce of theſE 
ſentiments. never confulted the doctor, notwithſtanding 


mis being ſeized with a violent fit of the gout and gravel; 
but applied to a caſk of Holland- gin, which was his ſo- 


vereign preſcciption againſt all diſtempers: Whether he 
was at this time too ſparing, or took an overdoſe of his 
cordial, certain it is, he departed in the night, without 
any ceremony, which indeed was a thing he always de- 
ſpiſed, and was found Riff, next morning, to the no ſmall 


ſatis faction of Crampley, who ſucceeded to the com - 


mand of the veſſel. For that very reaſon, Mr. Tom- 


lins and I had no cauſe to rejoice at this event, fearing 


that the tyranny of our new commander would now be 
as unlimited as his power. The firſt day of his com- 
mand jultified our apprehenfion: For on pretence that 
the decks were two och crowded, he ordered the ſur - 
geon's hen-coops with all his fowls, to be thrown over- 
board; and at the ſame time prohibited him and me 
from appearing on the guarter- deck. Mr, Fomlins could 
not help eee nder. of theſe injuries, and iu the courſe 
of his expoſtulation dropped ſome haſty words, of which 
-Crampley tak ing hold, confined him to his cabin, where, 
in a few days for want of air, he was attacked by a fe- 
ver, which ſoon put an end to his life, after he had 
made his will, by which he begueathed all his eſtate, 
perſonal and real, to his ſiſter; and left to me his watch 
and inſtruments as memorials of his friendthip,-l was 
penetrated with grief on this melancholy occaſion ; the 
more becauſe there was no body on board, to whom 1 
could communicate my ſorrows, or of whom I could re- 
ceive the leaſt conſolation or advice, Crampley was (o 
far from diſcovering the leaſt remorſe from his barbarity, 
at the news of the ſurgeon's death, that he inſulted his 
memory in the molt abuſive manner, and affirmed he bad 
poiſoned himſelt out of pure fear, dreading to be brought _ 
to a court-martial for mutiny ; tor which reaſon, he 
would not fuffer the (ſervice of the dead to be read over 
his body, before it was thrown over board. 4 
- Nothing but a ſpeedy deliverance could have ſupport- 
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| ed me under the brutal ſway of this haſhuw, who to ren- 


der my life the more ivkſome, ſignified co my meſs- mates, 
2 deſire that F ſhould be expelled from their ſociety. — 
This was no ſooner hinted;. than they granted his re- 


queſt ; and I was fain to eat in 2 ſolitary manner by my - 
ſelf during the reſt of the paſfage, which however ſoon 
dre to a period. | | 


* 


We had been ſeven weeks at fea, when the gunner 
told the captain, that by bis reckoning we mult be in 


| foundings, and defired he would order the lead to be 
heaved. Crampley ſwore, he did not know how to keep 


the ſhip's way, for we were not within a hundred leagues 
of ſoundiugs, and therefore he would not give himſelf 
the trouble to caſt the lead. —Accordingly we continued 
our courſe all that afternoon and night, without ſhort- 
ening ſai}, although the gunner pretended to diſcover 
Scilly light; and next morning proteſted in form againtt 
the caprain's conduct ; for which conduct he was put ia 

confinement. — We diſcovered no land all that day, and 
Crampley was fill ſo infatuated as to negled founding : 
but at three o*ctock.m-the moraing the tlitp ſtruck, and 
remained faſt on a ſand back. This accident alarmed the 
whole crew; the boat was immediately hoiſted out, bur 
as we could not diſcern which way the (hore lay, we were 
obliged to wait for day-light. In the mean time, the 


wind increaſed, and the waves beat againſt the ſloop with 


fuch violence, that we expected ſhe would have gone to 
pieces. The gunner was releaſed and conſfutred': the 
advifed the captain to cut away the maſt, in order to 
lighten her: this expedient was performed without ſuc+ 
ceis: The ſailors tecing things in à deiperate ſitu ation 


according to cu. tom, broke up the cheits belonging to 


the officers, dreſſæd themfelves in their clothes, drank 
their liquors without ceremony; and drunkenneſs, tu. 
mult, and confuſion enſued, Inu the mid ot this ups 
roar, I went below to fecure my own effects; and tound 
the carpenter's mate hewing down ene purier's cabin 
with his natchet, v hilling ail the while with great com- 
poſure. When 1 aſked his intention in fo dog, he re- 


. plied very calmiy, Eonly want to taſte che purſer's rum 
« 


that's all, maiter.“ —Ac that ialtauc the purter coming 


U down, and — going to wreck, — 
* | 3 5 
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ed bitterly of the injuſtice done to him; and aſked the 
ſellow what occaſion he had for liquor, when in all like- 
lihood he ſhould be in eternity in a few minutes. All's 8 
one for that (ſaid the plunderer) let us live while we 
«© can,” — Miſerable wretch that thou art (cried the pur- 
„ ſer) what muſt be thy lot in the other workd, if thou } 
« dieſt in the commiſſion of robbery 2? . Why hell, I 
«© ſuppoſe,” replied the other, with great deliberation, | 
while the purſer fell on his knees, and begged of heaven 

that we might not all periſh for the ſake. of one Jonas. 
During this dialogue, I cloathed myſelf in my beſt ap« 
parel, girded on my hanger, fluek my piſtols loaded in 
my belt, diſpoſed of all my valuable moveables about my 
perſon, and came upon deck with a reſolution of taking 

| the firſt opportunity to get on ſhore, which when the 

Gay broke, appeared at the diſtance of three miles a-head, | 

1. —Crampley finding his efforts to get the (hip off incf- 

i fectual, determined to conſult his own ſafety by going 

into the boat, which he had no ſooner done, than the 

[1 - ſhip's company followed ſo faſt, that ſhe would have 

1  1unk along fide, had not ſome wiſer than the reſt cut the 

rope and put off. But before this happened, I had made, 

ſeveral attempts to get in, and was always baulked by 

the captain, who. was. fo. eager in excluding me, that he 

did not 12 endeayours of any other body. Eanrae 

ged at thi 


— 8 is inhuman partiality, aud ſeeing the rope cut, 
| 9 | I pulled one of my pittols' from my belt, and cocking it, 
ſwore I would thoot any man who ſhould preſume to obs 
ſtruct my entrance. So ſaying, I leaped with full exe 
ertion, and got on board of. the. boat wich the loſs of the 
- if . ſkin of my ſhins. I. cnanced in my deſcent to overturg 
5 Crampley, who no ſooner got up that he (truck at ne 
VB! ſevcral ticues with a cutlaſs, and ordered the men tothrow. 
me overboard; but.ihey were too anxious, about their own 
ſafety to mind what he ſaid. Though the boat was, very 
deeply loaded, and the ſea terridly high, we made ſhitt 
\ to get upon dry land in leis than an hour atter we part- 
| ed trom-thefloop. As foon as i tet foot on terra firma, 
y indignation, Which had boiled ſo loog wirhin me, broke 
out 2gatufi Crampley, whom L immediately challenged 
; to ſingle combet, preſemiag my piſtols, that he might 
| | | Take his choice: tas took one without hclitation, and de; 


tore 


«4 
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fore I could cock the other, ficed in my face, throwing: 
the piſtol after the ſhort. I felt myſelf Runned, and i- 
3X magining the bullet had entered my brain, diſcharged 
mine as quick as poſſible, that I might not die. unre» 
venged: then flying upon my antagoniſt, knocked out 
ſeveral-of his fore · teeth, with the but · end of the piece, 
and would certainly have made an end of him with that 
inſtrument, had he not diſengaged himſelf, and ſeized 
his cutlaſs, which he had given to his ſervant, when he 
received the piſtol. Seeing him armed in this manner, 
I'drew my hanger, and having flung my piſtol at his head, 
tioſed with him in a tranſport of fury, and thruſt my 
weapon into his mouth, which it enlarged on one (ide to 
his ear. Whether the ſmart of this wound diſconcert- 
ed him, or the unevenneſs of the ground made him reel, 
I know not; but he ſtaggered tome paces back: I fol- 
towed clofe, and with one rock cut the tendons of the 
back of his hand, upon which his cutlaſs dropt, and he 
remained defenceleſs. | know not with what crueity mx 
rage might have inſpired me, if I had not at that inſtant 
been felled to the ground by a blow on the back part ot 
my head, which deprived me of all ſenſation. In this 
deplorable fituation, expoſed to the rage of an incenſed 
barbarian, and the rapine ot an inhuman crew, I remained 
for ſome time; and whether any, diſputes aroſe among 
them during the tate of my annihilation; I cannot pre- 
tend to deter mine ; but in one particular they ſeem te 
have been unanimous, and acted with equal dexterity 
and diſpatch; for, when I recovered the uſe of my under- 
Randing, | found mytelt alone in a deſolate place, ſtripe 
of my clothes, money, watch, buckles, and every thing 
but my ſhoes, ſtockiugs, breeches, and ſhirt, What 
a.diſcovery mult this have been to me, who but an hour 
betore was worth ſixty guineas in cath ! | curſed the bour 
of my bicth, che parents that gave me b:ing, the ſea that 
did not ſwallow me up, the poignard of the enemy, which 
could not find the way to my heart, the villainy of thoſe 
who had left me in that miſerable conditioa; and in the 
extaſy of deſpair, reſolved to lie ſtill where I was and 
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2 get up. . 4 barn, where 1 awindagref 
periſhing through the fear of the country people t hein 
inbumanity Jam ſuccoured by & reputed witch— ber 
flory ber advice be recommends me ad valet io 
4. angle lady, whoſe charatter. ſhe emp- e 21 


UT as I lay ruminating, my paſſion inſenſibly abat 
ed; I conftdered my ſituation in quite another 
light from that in which it appeared to me at fielt, and 
the reſuk of my deliberation: was to rife if l could, and 
crawl to the next inhabited place for aſſiſtance. With 
ſome difficulty I got upon my legs, and having enamin- 
ed my body, found I had received no other injury than 
two large contuſed wounds, one on the fore and another 
en the-hinder part of my head; which feemed to be oc» 
eaſioned by the ſame weapon; namely, the but-end of & 
' Piſtol: I looked towards the ſea, but could diſcern no 
remains-of the {hip ; ſo that I concluded ſhe was gone to 
ieees, and that thoſe who remained in ber had periſhed t 
t as 1 afterwards learned, the gunner, whe-had more 
fagncity than Cragipley, obſerving that it was flood when 
he left her, and. that ſhe would: probably float at high 
water, made no noiſe about getting on (hore, but con- 
tinued on deck, in hopes of bringing her ſate into fome 
Harbour, after the commander thould have deſerted her, 
for which piece of ſet rice he expected, no doubt, to be 
handſomely rewarded. This ſcheme he according!y ex- 
ecuted, and was promiſed great things by. the admiralty 
for ſaving his. Majeſty's ſhip; but L never heard he reap» 
ed the fruits of his expectations. As for my own part, 1 
directed my courſe towards a {mall cottage. L perceived, 
and in the road picked up a feaman's old jacket, which 1. 
ſuppoſe the thief who: dreſſed himſelt in my clothea bad 
thrown away ; this was a very comtortable acquiſition. to. 
me, who was almoſt Gif with cold; I theretore put it on, 
and as my natural heat revived, my wounds, which had 
left off bleeding, burſt out afreſh ;, ſo that finding mytalf 
exceſlively exhauſted, I was about to lie down in the 
Held, when I diſcovered a barn on my left hand, with- - 
in 


* 
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at > few yards of me: thither I made ſhift to ſtagger, and 
finding the door open, went in, but ſaw no body; hows. 


ever I threw myſelf on a truſs of ſtraw, hoping to be ſoon - 


relieved by ſome perſon or other. I had not lain here 
many minutes, when I ſaw a countryman come in with 
a pitch fork in his hand, which he was upon the point of 
thruſting into the ſtraw that concealed me, and in all 
probability would have done my buſineſs; had I not ut- 
tered a dreadful groan, after having eſſayed in vain to 

fpeak. This melancholy note alarmed the clown, who; 
ſtarted back, and diſcovering a body all beſmeared with. 
blood, Rood: trembling, with the pitch fork extended 
before him, his hair briſthiag up, his eyes ſtaring bis 


" noſtrils dilated; and his mouth wide open. At another 


time I ſhould have been much diverted by this figure, 
which preſerved the ſame attitude very near ten minutes, 
during which time I made many unſucceſsfut efforts to 


implore his compaſſion and afbiance; but my tongue 


failed me, and my language was only a repetition of. 
groans : At length an old man arrived, who ſeeing the 
other in ſuch a poſture, cried, 4 Mercy upon en! the 
% jeaad's bewitched';;—why Dick, beeſt thowbeſayd thy- 
« ſelf l Dick, without moving his eyes from the ob- 
j ect that terriſied him, teplied; 44 O-vather j vather i here 
<« be either the devil or a dead mon: I doant know Which 
6“ en, but a groans woundily.“!“ Tue father whole 
eye · ſigkt was none of the beſt, pulled out his ſpectacles, 
and having applied them to his noſe, recoanoitted me Q»-* 
ver his ſon's ſhoulder: But no- ſooner did he behold me, 
than he was ſeized with a fit of ſhaking, even more Mo- 
lent than Dick's, and with a broken accent addreſſed -e 
thus: In the name of che Vather, Tun, and Holy 
«Ghoſt, I charge you an you been Satan to be gone to- 
„the Red Tea; but an you be a moordered mon, ſpeak, 
©«:rhat you may have a chriftom burial.“ — As I was not 
in a condition to ſatisty him in this particular; he repeat -- 
ed his conjuration to no purpoſe: and they continued a 
good while in the agonies of fear, © At length the father 
propoſed that che for ſhouid draw nearer, anditake a 
more diſtinct view of the apparition; but Dick was of o- 
pinion” that his father thouid advance' fiutt, as being an 
old man paſt his labour, and it he received any miſchief, 
| Wo che. 
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the loſs would be the ſmaller ; wliereas he himſelf might 
eſcape, and be uſeful in his generation. This pruden - 
tial reaſon had no effect upon the ſenior, who ſtill kept 
Dick between me and him. In the mean time 1 endea- 
voured to raiſe one hand as a ſignal of-diftreſs, but had 
only ſtrength ſufficient to produce a ruſtling among the 
ſtraw, which diſcompoſed the young peaſant ſo much, 


that he ſprung out at the dooe, and overthrew his father 


in his flight, "The old gentleman would not ſpend time 

in getting up, but crawled backwards like a crab, with 
eat ſpeed, tilthe had got over the threſhold, mumbling 

Toseilme all the way. I was exceedingly mortified to 


find myſelf in danger of perithingthrough the ignorance 


and cowardice of theſe clowns ; and felt my ſpirits decay 
apace;' when an old woman entered the barn, followed 


by the two fugitives, and with great intrepidity advanced 


toit he place where I lay, ſaying, lf it be the devil I 
« fearen.not, and for a dead mon a can do us no harm.“ 
When. the ſaw. my condition, ſhe cried, * Here be no 
*+ devil, hut in youren fool's head. Here be a poor mi- 

«6 ſerable wretch, bleeding to death, and if a dies, we 
«© muſt be at the charge of burying him; therefore, 
« Dick, go'vetch.the old wheel barrow and puten in, and 
*© carry en to good - man Hodge's back door, he is more 


cable than we to lay out money upon poor vagrants.” 


Her advice was taken, and immediately put in execu · 
tion: I was rolled to the other farmer's door, where I. 
was tumbled out like a heap of dung; and would certain - 
ly have fallen a prey to the hogs, if my groans had not 


diſturbed the family, and brought ſame of them out to 


view my ſituation. But Hodge reſembled the Jew more 
than the good Samaritan, an urdered me to be carried 
to the houſe of the parſon, whoſe byſigeſs it was to prac · 
Liſe aa well as preach charity. Obſerxing, that it was ſuf · 

fcient for him to pay his guota towards the maintenance . 
of the poor belonging to bis own paviſh.. When I Was 


| ſet down at the vicar's gate, he fell into a mighty paſ - 


fion, and threatened to excommunicate him who ſent, as 


well as'thoſe who brought me, unleſs they would move 


me immediately to another place. About this time. I. 


. 3ainted with the fatigue I had undergone, and afterwards. 


unveritood that I was bandied from door to door through. 


* 


e® 


ey 
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2-whole village, nobody havidig humanity enough to ad - 
miniſter the leaſt relief to me, until an old woman, who 
was ſuſpected of witchcraft by the neighbourhood, hear- - 
ing of my diſtreſs, received me into her houſe, and having 
dreſſed my wounds, brought me to myſelf with cordials 
of her own preparing. I was treated with great care and 
tenderneſs by this grave matron, who, after I had reco- 
vered ſome ſtrength, deſired to know the particulars of 

my diſaſter. This piece of (atisfaQtion I could not refuſe 
to one who had ſaved my life ; therefore related all my 

adveatures without exaggeration or reſerve. She ſeemed \ 
ſurpriſed at the viciſſitudes I had undergone, and drew 

a happy preſage of my future life from my paſt ſufferings... 


then launched out into the praiſe of adverſity with ſo much 


ardour and good ſenſe, that I concluded ſhe was a perſon 
who had ſeen better days, and canceived a longing delire 
to hear her tory. She perceived my drift by ſome words. 
E dropped, and ſmiling, told. me, there was nothing ei- 
ther entertaining or extraordinary in the courſe of her, 
fortune ; but however, ſhe would communicate it to me, 
ia conſideration of. the. confidence I had repoſed ia her. 
t is of little conſequence (faid ſhe) to cell che nam:s 
„of my parents, who are dead many years ago: Lt it 
« ſutfice to aſſure you, they were wealthy, aad had ao 
% other .child.than me; ſo that I was looked upon as 


« heireſs to a conſiderable eſtate, and teizzd with ad - 


4 dreſſes on that accouat. Among the number of my. 
«admirers there was a young genclemaa of no fortune, 
% whoſe ſole, dependance was on his. promotion ia the 
« army; in which at that time he bore a lieutenaar's . 
* commiſſi>n, 1 conceived an affection for this amiable 

«officer, which in a ſhort time encreaſed to a violent 
«paſſion, and, without entering into minute eircum- 
6 ſtances, married him privately. We had not enjoyed 
% one another long, in ſtolen interviews, when he was 
« ordered with his regiment to Flanders; but before he 
« ſet out, it was agreed between us, that he ihould de- 
e elare our marriage to my father by letter, and implore 
«© his pardon for the ſtep we had taken without his ap- 
«probation. This diſcovery was made while I was a- 


broad viſiting, aud juſt as l was about to return home, .. 


importing, that. 
pe HABs A 


- 


. received à letter ” Wks father, 
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« ſince 1 had acted ſo undutifully and meanly, as te- 


«* marry a beggar. without his privity or conſent, to the 


4 diſgrace of his family, as well as the diſappofutment 
46 of his hopes, he renounced: me to the miſerable fate F 
e had entailed upon myſelf, and charged me yever to 


*t ſet foot within his doors again. This rigid ſentence 


« was confirmed by my mother, who, in a poſtſcript, 
% gave tne to underſtand, that her ſentiments were ex- 
« ,Mly conformable to thoſe of my father, and that F 
% might fave myſelf the trouble of making any applica» 
« tions, for her reſolutions were unalterable. Thun 
«« derſtruck with my evil fortune, Fcalled a coach, and 
drove to my huſband's lodgings, where I found hint. 


«* wajting the event of his letter. Though he could ea - 


«« ſily divine by my looks the iſſue- of his declaration, he 
read yrith: great earneſtneſs the epiltle I had received z: 
% and with a ſmile full of tenderneſs, which I ſhall ne- 
at ver forget, embraced me, fayingy 7 believe the: good 
lady your mother might have ſpared herſolf the trouble- 
«© of the laſt part of ber poſtſcript. - Well; my dear Betty, 
ac e mανi lay aide all thouphts- of a. coach, till I can 
ac procure. the command 'of 4 —_— This unconeern- 
«© ed behaviour, while it enabled me-to-ſupport tiny re · 
es verſe of fortune, at the ſame time endeared him to- 
«© me the more, by convincing me of his diſintereſted 
6 views in eſpouſing me. I was next day boarded in 
« company with the wife of another officer, who had long. 
been the friend and confident of my huſband, at a vil- 
e- lage not far from London, where they parted with us 
«in the moſt melting manner, went to Flanders, and 
«© were killed in ſight of one another at the battle of the 
« Wood. Why ſhould I tire ye with a deſeription of 
«© our unutterable ſorrow at the fatal news of this event, 


s the remembrance of which now flsmy aged eye with 


« tears ! When our grief ſubſided a little,- and reflec 
« tion came to our aid, we found ourſelves deſerted by 
„the whole world, and in danger of periſhing by want: 
% Whereupon we made application for the penſion, and 
« were put upon the liſt, Then vowing eternal friend- 
6 ſhip, {old our jewels and ſuperfluous clothes; -retifed. 
«.to this place (which is in the county of Suſſex) bought. 


I this | little bouſe, where we lived many years ina = 
C IE "y litary 
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„Mary manner, indulging our mutual ſorrow, till it- 


« pleaſed heaven to call away my companion two vears 
go, fince which time I have lingered pot an unhappy 
«being, in hopes of a ſpeedy diſſolution, when I pro- 
«© miſe myſelf the eternal reward of all my cares. In the 


en mean time, (continued ſhe) I muſt inform you of the 


es character I bear among the neighbours» My converſa- 


_« tion being differedt from that of the inhabitants of the 


el village, my reclaſe way of life, my (kilf in curing- 

diſtempers, which I acquired from books fince E ſet- 
en tled here; and laſtſy, my age, have made the common 
people look upon me as fomething preternatural, and 
*I am actually wut this hour believed to be à witch. The 
par ſon of the pariſh, whoſe acquaintance” I have not 

been at much pains to cultivate, taking umbrage at 


my ſuppoſed” diſreſpect, has contributed not à little 


« towards the eonfirmation of this opiaton, by droppiag 


« certain hints to my prefugice, umong the volgar, ho- 


*. are very much ſcandalised at my entertaining this poor. - 


tabby cat with the collar about her neck, which was 2. 
« fyyourite of my deceaſed companion,” * 7 


The whole behaviour of this venerable perſon was o. 


primitive, innocent, ſenſible, and humans, that I con- 
tracted à fig al reſpect for her, and beyged her advice 
with regard to my future conduct; as ſoon as I was in 4 


defigu I had formed of travelling to London; in hopes of 
retrie ving my elothes awd pay, by returning to my hip, 
which by this time, I read is the news- paper, was ſafel y 
arrived in the river Thames: Berauſe (aid the): you run 


« the hazard of being treated not only as = deſerter, in 


condition to act fes my(elf She diſſu ided me from a 


à quitting the flop, but alſo us. mutineer in aſſaulting. 
yeur commanding offfeer; to che matice- of whoſe rev 


venge you will 'movrcovertbe expoſed.” She then pro'- 
miſed to recommend me a0 alervint to a fingle lady of 


ber aequaintanee, who Hive in tire adighbourhood: with 


ker: nephew; WE was ay fox: hunter of great for- 
tune, Where I might be very Happy, provided 4 could 
bear the diſpoſition-an@ manners of my miſtreſt; wr 


things, ſue ebunſelled me to comeenb my Roryy'the knows 


2 
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1ledpe' of which veuld-efeRually geiton my entertain 


were ſome what whiinſicat and particular. But abobe all 
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ment; for it was a maxim among moſt people of con- 
dition, that no gentleman in diftreſs ought to be admit - 
ted into a family, as a domeſtick, leſt he become proud, 
lazy, and inſolent. I was fain to embrace this humble 
propoſal, becauſe my affairs were deſperate; and in a- 
few days was hired by this lady, to ſerve in quality of- 
her footman; having been repreſented by my hoſtels as- 
a young man who was bred up to the ſea by bis rela ions 
againſt his will, and had ſufered ſhipwreck, which had 
encreaſed his diſguſt to that way of life ſo much, that he 
rather choſe to-go to-ſervice on-ſhore than enter himſelf 
on board of any-ſhip. Before I took poſſeſſion of my 
new place, ſhe gave me a ſketch of my miſtreſs's charac- 
ter, that I might know better how to regulate my con- 
dud. « Your lady (faid ſhe) is a maiden of forty years 
% not ſo remarkable for her beauty as her learning and- 
a taſte, which is famous all over the country. Indeed 
« ſhe is a pertect female virtus/o,: aud fo eager after the 
«purſuit of knowledge, that the neglects her perſon e- 
« yen to a degree of fluttiſhneſs ; this negligence, toge - 
«© ther with her contemprof the male part of the creation 
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1 gives her nephew no great concern, as by theſe means, 
0 4% he will probably keep her fortune, which is conſider - 
| « able, in the family. He therefore permits her to live 


in her own way, which is ſomething extraordinary, 
« and gratifies her in all her whimſical deſires. Her. 
& apartment is at ſome diſtance from the other inhabi-. 
et. ted parts of the houſe; and conſiſts of a dining-room, 
bed · chamber, and ſtudy; She keeps a cook maid, . 
4% waiting: woman, and footman of her own, and ſeldom. . 
<.eats or converſes with any of the family but her niece, 
4 who is a very lovely creature, and humours her aunt 
«often to the prejudice of her own health, by fitting up 
« with her whole nights together ; for your. miſtreſs is 
6 too much of a philoſopher to be ſwayed by the cuſtoms 
of the world, and never fleeps or eats like other people. 
. Among other odd notions, ſhe profeſſes the principles 
«of Roſicrucius, and believes the earth, air, and ſea, 
Lare inhabited by inviſible beings, with whom it is 
L poſſible for the human ſpecies to entertain correſpon · 
_ <. dence and intimacy on the eaſy condition of living 
«chaſe, As ſhe hopes one day to be admitted into an 
e ' * ACqQUAINtAnce: : 
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&© acquaintance of this kind, ' ſhe no ſooner heard of me 
«and my cat, than ſhe paid me a viſit, with a view; as. 


« ſhe has ſince owned, to be introduced to my familiar; 
% and was greatly mortified to find herſelf diſappointed 
« in her expeQation. Being, by this viſionary turn of. 


« mind, abſtracted as it were from the world, ſhe can+ 


4 not advert-to the common occurrences of life; and. 


« therefore is frequently ſo abſent as to commit very 


« ſtrange miſtakes and extravagancies, which you will 


c do well to rectify and 
« ſuggeſt.“ Tos Ts 


; 


S H A F. XXIX. 
My reception ay that lady become enamaured of Nar- 


repair, as your prudence ſhalk: 


cifſa receunt the. particulars of my laſt misfortune ' 
\ a= — acquire the good opinion of my miſtreſs ——= —an 


account of the young ſquire - 
with more parti 


I am made acquainted - 
rs of Narcifa's ſituation — con- 


coive a mortal hatred againſt Sir Timothy — — examine: 
my lady's library and performances bar extravagant: - 


bebaviours | 


RAUGHT -with-theſe uſeful inftruRions, I repair- 
ed ta, the place of her habitation, and was intro- 


duced by the waiting · woman to the preſence of my lady. 
who had not before ſeen me. She ſat in her ſtudy, with 


one foot on the ground, and the other upon a high 


ſtool at ſome diſtance from her ſeat ; her ſandy locks 
hung down i a diſorder I cannot call beautiful, from 


her head, which was-deprived:ob its coif, for the bene - 
fit of ſcratching with one hand, while ſhe held the. ſtump 
of a pen in the other. Her forehead was. high and 


* 


wrinkled, her eyes were large, grey, and prominent; 


her noſe was long, ſharp, and aquiline.z her mouth of 


vaſt capacity ; her viſage meagre and freckled, and her 
chin pee ked like a ſhoemaker's paring · knife; her upper 
lip contained a large quantity of plain Spaniſh, which, 
by continual falling, had embroidered her neck, that was 


not naturally very white, and the. breaſt of her gown, 


that med looſe. about her with a negligence truly poetic, . 
| N diſcovering 
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diſcovering linen that was very fine; and, to all appear» 
ance, never waſhed, but in Caflatian firramt.— Around 
her lay heaps of books, globes; quadrants; teleſeopes, 
and other learned apparatus: Her ſnuff bor ſſtood at her 
right hand, at her left hand lay her handkerchief ſuf - 
ficiently uſed, and à convenience to ipie in, appeared on 


- one ſide of her chair. — She being in a reverie when we 


entered, the maid did not think proper to diſturb her: 
fo that we waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during 


which time, ſhe bit the quill ſeveral times, altered her 


p-fition, made many wry faces, and at length, with an- 
air of triumph, repeated aloud: - | 


i Nor dare-the.immortal- Gods niy-rage oppoſe!” * 


Having committed her ſuccefs to paper, ſlie turned 
towards the door, and. perceiving us, cried,. % What's 
the matter?” -*-Fere'sithe young man (replied my 
« condu@reſs) whoin Mrs. Sagely recommended as a 
«<-footman to your ladyſhip.?” On this information ſhe 
ſtared in my face a confiderable time, and then aſked 
my name, which 1thought proper to conceal under that 
of John Brown. —After having ſurveyed me with a cu- 
rious eye, ſhe broke out into © Ol ay, thou waſt ſhip- 


4 wrecked I remember. Whether didſt thou come 


« on ſhore on the back of a whale or-a dolphin?“ 
To this I anſwered, I had ſwam-alhore without any aſ- 
filtance.——Then- ſhe demanded to know if I had ever 
been at the Helleſpont, aud ſwam from Seſtos to Aby- 
dos. I replied in the negative: Upon which ſhe bade 

the maid order a new ſuit of livery tor me, and inſtrud. 
me in the articles of my duty; ſo ſaying, the ſpit ia 
ker ſauf box, and wiped, her noſe with her cap, which 
lay on the table inſtead of handkerchief. We returned 
to the kitchen, where L was regaled by: the maidy,- 
who ſeemed to vie with each other, in expreſſing their 
regard for me ; und from them :L-underitood that my 
buſineſs conſiſted in cleaning knives and forks; laying 
the cloth, waiting at table, carrying meſſages, and ate 
tending my lady when: he gent abroad. There was 4 
very good ſuit of livery in the houſe, which had belongs: . 
ed to my ꝓredeceſſor decealed, aud it fitted me exactly 
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| Fo: thar vheve was ho oecaſien fot employing a tailor on 

my account I had not long been equipped in this 

manner, when my lady's bell rung: upon which, Iran 

vp ſtairs, and ſound her ſtalking about the room in her 

thift, and under petticoat only: T would have iumnedi: 
ately; retired as became me, but ſhe bid me come. in, 

| and air a clean fit for her; which operation I having 
pet formed with ſome hackwardneſs, ſhe put. it on be- 

| fore me without any ceremony, and 1 verily believe was. 
ignorant of my:fex all that time, as being quite abſorpt 
in contempla tion About four o*'clock-in the afternoons. 
E was ordered td lay the cioth, place two covers 4 
which I underttond were for my miſtreſs. and her niece... 

| whom I Had not as yet fee. — Fhouyh I was got very . 

| &rxterous at this work, I performed it pretty well fora. 
beginner; and when dinner was upon the table, ſaw- 
my miſtreſs approach, accompanied by. the young lady 
whoſe, name for the preſent thall be Nareiſſa. o much- 

| Gwectneſs: appeared in the countenance and carriage of 

this amiable apparition, that my heart was captivated at 
firtt ſight, and While dinner laſted, I gaz2d upon her 
without intermiſſian — Her age ſeemed to be ſeventeen, . 
her ſtrture tall, her ſhape unexceptionable, her hair that. 
fell dowu upou her ivory neck in riaghets, black as jet 
ber arched eye brows of the ſame colour 4 her eyes. 
piercing, yet tender; her lips of the contiiiteace . 
hue of cherries; her complexion clear, delicate, and 
healthy; her aſpect noble, ingenuous, and humane; 
and the whole perſon ſo rauiſhingly delighitul, that it 
was impoſſible for any creature endued with lenübility, 
to {ee without admiring, aud admire without loving her- 
to excels! I began to curſe the ſer vile Ration that placed 
me ſo far beneath the regard. of this idol of my adora- 
ton? and yet I bleſſed my fate that enabled me to en 

| Joy the daily fight of ſo much perfection! When ſhe 
tpoke, I liſtened with pleaſure ; but when the ſpoks to. 

me, my foul was thrüled with an extacy of tumultudus 

Jo I was even ſo happy as to ve the ſuazec. of tacir 

converſation: For Narciſſa having obſervea me, ſaid to 

her aunt, I ſee your new tootman is come.” Taen = 

addrefling herſelf to me, aſked, with, ineffable compli ff 


cnc, it I was whe perſon who had been ſo cruelly ud 
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the wounds I received in my own defence. Then I re- 
lated the circumſtances of my being found, in a barn, 


with the inhuman treatment 1 met with from the coun» | 
try people and parſon ; the deſcription of which, I per- 
. ceived, drew tears from the charming creatures eyes 1” | 
When I had finiſhed my recital; my miſtreſs ſaid, | 
% Ma foy! le gargon eſt bien fait % To whieh opinion. 
Narciſſa aſſented, with a compliment to my underſtand» 


ing in the ſame language, that flattered. my vanity ex» 
tremely. "4 | | 4 


* W 
- 


The converſation, among other ſabje&s, turned upon 
the young fquire, whom my lady enquired after, under | 


the title of the Savage: and was informed by her niece 


that he was ſtill in bed; repairing the fatigue of laſt. | 
night's.debauch, and recruiting ſlrength and ſpirits to 


undergo a fox · chace to morrow morning, in company 


wich Sir Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great 


many other gentlemen of the ſame ſtamp, whom he had 
invited on that occaſion; ſo that by day · break, the whole 
houſe would be ia an uproar. —This was a very diſagree- 


able piece of news to the Yirtueſs, who proteſted the. 
would {tuff her ears with cotton when ſhe went to bed, 
and take a doſe of opium to make her fl:ep the more 
ſound, that ſhe-might not be diſturbed and diſtracted dy. 


the clamour of the brutes. | — 

When their dinner was over, I and my fellow-ſer- 
vants.fat down to ours iu the kitchen, where I under» 
ſlood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy knight in 


the neighbour hood, between whom and Nareiſſa a match... 
had been proj: cted by her brother, who promiſed at the 
| ſame time to eſpouſe Sir Timothy's ſiſter z by which. 
means, as their fortunes were pretty equal, the Ade 
& | 8 ics, 


\ 
* 


dy robbers ? When I ſatisfied her in this, ſhe expreſſed | 
a deſite of knowing the other particulars of my fortune 
both before and ſince my being ſhipwrecked : Hereupon 
(as Mrs. Sagely had counſelled me) I told her that I had: } 
en bound apprentice to the maſter of a ſhip; contrary. #F_ 
to my inclination, which ſhip had foundered at fea; —— FF 
that Land four more, u ho chanced to be on deck when 
fhe went down, made ſhift to ſwim to the ſhore, when. | 
my companions, after having overpowered me, ſtript 
me to the ſhirt, and left me, as they imagined, dead of 


| 
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ladies would be provided for, and their brothers be never 
the poorer; but that the ladies did not concur in the 


ſcheme, each of them entertaining a hearty contempt for 


the perſon allotted to her for a huſband, by this agree» 


ment. — This information begat in me a mortal averſion 


to Sir Timothy, whom LI looked upon as my rival, and 

curſed in my heart for his preſumption. —Nexi morning 
by day-break being awaked by the noiſe of the hunters 
and hounds, I, roſe to view the cavalcade, and had a 

fight ot my competitor, . whoſe accompliſhments (the 
eſtate excluded) did not ſeem brilliant enough to give 
me much uneaſineſs with reſpe& to Narciſſa, 8 


as he was maſter of, either as to perſon or mind, My 

miſtreſs, notwithſtanding her precaution, was ſo much. 
diſturbed by her nephew's company, that ſhe did nox- 
riſe till five o'clock in the afternoon : So that I had an 


| opportunity of examining her ſtudy at leiſure, to which 
| examination I was ſtroagly prompted by my curioſity.— 


Here I found a thouſand ſcraps of her own poetry, con: 
ſiting of three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty lines, 
on an infinity of ſubjeds, which, as whim inſpired, ſhe 
had begun, without conſtancy or capacity to briag Lo any 
degree of compoſition; But what was very extraordinary. 
bn a female poet, there was not the leaſt mention made 
of. love in any of her performances. I counted frag: 
ments of five tragedies, the titles of which were, The 
„Stern Philoſopher. — The Double Murder. — The Sa- 
6 crilzgious Traitor.— Vhe Fall of Lucifer : — and The 


4% Laſt Day.” From whence 1 gathered that her diſ-. 


poſition was gloomy, and her imagination delighted with 


objects of horror. Her library was compoſed of the 


bei Engliſh hiſtorians, poets, and philoſophers; of all 
the French critics and poets, and of a few books in Itay. 
lian, chiefly poetry, at the head of which were Taſlo:, 
and Arioſto, pretty much uſed. Beſides theie, tranſla- 


tions ot the claſſicks into Frenca, but not one book ig 


Greek or Latin; a circumſtance that diſcovered her ig» 
norance in theſe languages —At.er having taken a full 
vie v ok. this colleQion, 1 retired, and at the uſual time 
was preparing to lay the cloth, when I was told by the 
Maid chat her miſtreſs was ſtill in bed, and had been ſo 
3 ee eee 
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| tered mylelf, was not to be won by ſuch qualifications _ 
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affected with the notes of the hounds in the morning, 
that ſhe: actually believed herſelf a hare beſet by the 
hunters; and beeged a few greens to munch for breaks 
faſt. When I exprefſed my ſurpriſe at this unacoount · 
able imagination, ſhe pave me to underſtand, that her 
lady was very much ſubje& to whims of this nature; 
fometimes faneying herſelf aw animal, fometimes a piece 
of furniture, during which conceited' transformations it 
was very dangerous to come near her, eſpecially when 
* the repreſented a beaſt; for that lately, in the character 
of a cat, ſhe had flown at her and fcratched her face in 
a terrible manner: — that ſome months ago, ſhe pro- 
phefied the general conflagration was at hand, and no- 


thing would be able to quench it bot her water, which 


therefore ſhe kept fo long that her life was in danger 3 
and fhe muſt needs have died of the retention, had they 
not found an expedient to make her evacuate, by kinds 


ling a bonfire undet her chamber window, and perſuad- 


ing her that the houſe was in flames, upon which, with 
great deliberation, fhe bad them bring all the tubs and 
ve ffels t hey could nd to be filled for the preſervatiow. 


of the houſe, into one of which ſhe immediately difs 


charged the cauſe of her diſtemper.— I was alſo inform- 


ed that nothing contributed fo much to the recovery of 


her reaſon, as mufick, which was always adminiſtered 


on thofe occafions by Narciffa, who played perfe&tly 
well on the harpſichord, and to whom the (the maid) - 


was juſt then going to intimate her aunt's diſorder.— 
She was no ſooner gone, than I'was ſummoned by the 
bell ro my lady's chamber, where I found her fitting. 
ſquat on her hams on the floor, in the manner of pu 
when ſhe liftens to the outcrics of her purſuers.—When 
F appeared, the ſtarted up with an atarmed look, and 
ſprung tothe other fide of the room to avoid me, whoing 
without doubt, ſhe miitook for a beagle thirfting after 
her lite. Perceiving her extreme coufuſion, I retired, 
and on the (tair caſe met the adorable Narcifſa coming 
up, to whom I imported the fituation of my miſtreſs :- 
She ſaid not a word, bat ſmiling with unſpeakable 
grace, went into her aunt's apartment, and in a lictle 


time my ears were ravithed with the effects of ber tkill. 


She accompanied the iniirument with a voice ſo ſweet 


— 
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and melodious, that I did not wonder at the ſurprizing 


change it produced on the ſpirits of my miſtreſs, which 
were ſoon compaſed to peace and ſober reflection. 


About ſeven o'clock the hunters arrived, with the 
ſkins of two foxes and one badger, carried before them 


© as trophies of their ſucceſs: And when they were about 


to ſit down to dinner (or ſupper) Sir Timothy Thicket 
deſired that Narciſſa would honour the table with her 


© preſence; But this requeſt, notwithſtanding her brother's. 


threats and intreaties, ſhe refuſed, on pretence of at- 
tending her aunt, who was indiſpoſed; ſo I enjoyed the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rival mortified : But this dif. © 
appointment made no great impreſſivn on him, who 
conſoled himfelf with the bottle, of which the whole 
any became ſo enamoured, that after a moſt horcid 


Luproar of laughing. ſinging, ſwearing, dancing, and 


fighting, they were all carried to bed in à Rate of utter 
oblivion. - My duty being altogether detached from the 
Squire and his family, I led a pretty eaſy and comfort - 

able life, drinking daily intoxicating draughts of love 
From the charms of Narciſſa, which brightened on my 
contemplation every day more and more. —Inglorious as. 


my lation was, I became blind to my on unworthi- 


neſs, even conceived the hopes of one day enjoying this 
amiable creature, whoſe affability greatly encouraged 


theſe preſumptuous thoughts. 


e H A P. . 


| My miſtreſs is farprized at my learning ——communicates 


her perſormances to me 1 impart ſome of mine 
to her am meortified at her faint praife-=—-— Nars 
.ciſſa approves of my conduct I gain an invalun- 
tary conqueſt auer the cook-wench and dairy-maid——— 
their mutual reſentment and inſinuations —[.h; ; · 
louſy of their levers. Sy 


URING this ſeaſon of love and tranquillity, my 
mule, which had lain dormant ſo long, awoke, 
and produced ſeveral ſmall performances on tae ſubjet 


of my flame: But as it concerned me nearly to remain 


undiſ · 


* 
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undiſcovered in my real character and ſentiments, I was 
under a neceſſity of mortifying my deſire of praiſe, by 
-confining my works to my own peruſal and applauſe. —la 
the mean time I ſtrove to infinuate myſelf in the good 


opinion of both the ladies: and ſucceeded ſo well, by my 1 | 
_ diligence and"dutiful behaviour, that in a little time, I 
was at leaſt a favourite ſervant ; and frequently enjoyed 
the pleaſure of hearing myſelf mentioned in French and 
Italian, with ſome degree of warmth and ſurprile, by | 
the dear object of my wiſhes, as a perſon who had | 


ſo much of the gentleman in my appearance and diſ- 
courſe, that ſhe could not for her ſoul treat me like a 

common lacquey. —My prudence and modeſty were not 
long proof againſt theſe bewitching compliments. One 
day, while I waited at dinner, the converſation turned 
upon a knotty paſſage of Tafſo's Gieruſalem, which, it 
ſeems, had puzzled them both: After a great many un- 
fatisiaftory conjectures, my miſtreſs taking the book out 
of her pocket, turned up the place in queſtion, and read 
the ſentence over and over without fucceſs; at length, 
deſpairing of fading the author's meaning, ſhe turned 
to me, ſaying, © Come hither, Bruno, let us ſee what 
4% fortune will do for us; I will interpret to thee what 
goes before and what follows this obſcure paragraph, 
ci the particular words of which I will alſo explain, that 
e thou mayeſt, by comparing one with another, gueſs 
* the ſenſe of that which perplexes us.” I was too 


vain to let ſlip this opportunity of diſplaying my talents, - 


therefore, without heſitation, read and explain=d the 
whole of that which had diſconcerted them, to the utter 
aſtoniſhment of both, —Narcifſa's face and lovely neck. 
were overſpread with bluſhes, from which I drew a fa- 
vourable omen, while her aunt, after having ſtared at 
me a good while with a look of amazement, exclaimed, 
* In the name of heaven! Who art thou?“ I rold 
her I had picked up a ſmattering of Italick during a 


voyage up the Straits. —At this explanation ſhe ſhook | 


her head, and obſerved that no ſmatterer could read as 
I had · done. — She then deſired to know if I underſtood 
French ! To which queſtion I anſwered in the affirma- 
tive: Ste aſked, it I was acquainted with the Latin and 
Greek? J replied, © A little.” —<<* Oho ! (continued 
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00 ſhe) and with philoſophy and mathematicks, I ſup- 


% poſe ? -L owned I knew ſomething of each. Then 
{ſhe repeated her Rare and interrogation. —I began to re- 
pent of my vanity, and in order to repair the fault I had 
committed, ſaid, it was not to be wondered at if I had 
a tolerable education, for learning was ſo cheap in my 
country, that every peaſant was a ſcholar ; but I hoped 
her ladyſhip would think my-underſtanding no excep- 
tion to my character. She was pleaſed to anſwer, ** No, 


% no, God forbid.” But during the reſt of the time 
they ſat at table, they behaved with remarkable re- 


ſer re. . 
This alteration gave me great uneaſineſs; and I paſſed 


the night without fleep, in melancholy reflections on 
the vanity of young men, which prompts them to com- 
mit ſo many fooliſh actions, contrary to their own ſo- 
ber judgment. —Next day, however, inſtead of profiting 
dy this ſelf condemnation, 1 yielded ſtill more to the 
dictates of the principle I had endeavoured to chaſtiſe, 
| and if fortune hadnot befriended me more than prudence 


could expect, I ſhould have been treated with the con · 
tempt it deſet ved. After breakfaſt, my lady, who was 
a true author, bad: me follow her into the tudy, where 
ſhe expreſſed herſelf thas: “Since you are fo learned, 
© you cannot be void of taſte; therefore I am to deſire 
« your opinion of a (mall performance in poetry, which 
&« I lately compoſed. — You muſt know 1 have planned 
« a tragedy, the ſubje&t of which ſhall be the murder 
„of a prince before the altar, where he is buſy at his 
% devotions.—Afrer the deed is perpetrated, the regis 


e cide will harangue the people with the bloody dagger 
ein his hand; and I have already compoled a ſpeech, 


% which I think will ſuit the character extremely 
« Here it is. Then taking up a ſcrap of paper, ſhe 
read with violent emphaſis and geſture, as follows: 


% Thus have I ſent the ſimple king to hell, 

4% Without or cofiin, lhroud, or paſſiag bell: 

© To me what are divine or human laws? 

„ court no-ſanRion but my own applauſe! 

% Kapes, robb'ries, treaſons, yield my foul delight 

* And human carnage gratifies my ſight : | , 
Ely | Te 


pPortunity of ſhining-in-my turn 3 and therefare, after a 
compliment to my nice diſcernment and taſle, obſerved, 
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I drag the! parent by the hoary hair, wr br i 
« And toſs the ſprawliag infant an may ſper, lays” 
<6: White the fond mother's eries regale mine ear. 

« ]'fght, 1 vanquiſh, murder friends and foes; 

by Nor dave th? immortal God my rage appoſe. 


f \ Though T did great ee to my underſtanding J 
in praiſing' this unnatural rhapſody, I nevertheleſs ex- 
talled ĩt as a production that of itſelf deſerved immortal 
fame; and befought her ladyſhip to bleſs. the world with | 


the-fruiteof choſe uncomman talents heaven had beſtow- 


ed upon her. She ſmiled with a look of ſelf-complacen-. | 


ey and enccuraged by the incenſe I bad offered, com · 
municated all her poetical works, which I applay one 
by one, with as little candour as I had ſuewn at fickt. 


Satiated with my flattery, which, I hape, wy firvation 


julified, the could not in conſcienge refuſe, me an op- 


that doubtieſs I muſt have produced ſomething in that 
way myſelf, which ſhe deſired to ſee . This was a temps 


tation I cd by no means refiſl,— L owngd that w 


was at college, I wrote ſome ſmall detached pieces, at 


the deſire ot a friend who was in love; and at her re» 


Aueſt repeated the following * which e 
love for Een Ag NI 


When Sappho truck the quiv'ring wire, 

+ The throbbing breaſt was all on fire ; 

And when the rais'd the vocal lay, . 
The 388 ſoul was charm'd away! 7 


— 


But had the: nymph, poſſeſt with theſe, 
The ſofter, (chatter powꝰr to pleaſe ; 
Thy beauteous air of ſprightly yo th, 


r truth; | 88 5 


er, . 
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: | The worm of grief had never prey'd 
On the torſaken jove-ſick maid : 
Nor bad the mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 
Nor daſh'd on rocks her tender frame. 


* 


My miſtreſs paid me a cold compliment on my verſi- 
fication, which, fhe ſaid, was elegant enough, but the 

ſubject beneath the pen of a true poet. I was extreme - 
ly nectled at her indifference, aud looked at Nacciffi, 
ho by this time had joined us, for her approbution, 
* {bur ſhe declined giving her opinion, proteſting the was 


no judge of theſe matters 1 So that L was forced to ve- 
og tire, very much baulked in my exp:&ation, which was 
generally a little too ſanguine. In the afternoon, how + 
PN ever, the waiting maid aſſured me, that Nareiſſa had ex · 
a pre ſſed her approbation of my performance with great 
* warmth, and defired her to procure a copy of it, as for 
herſelf, that ſhe (Nareiſſa) might have an opportunity to 
5 pecuſe it at pleaſure.— I was elated to an extravagant 
L Pitch at this intelligence, and immediately tranſcribed a 
: fair copy of my Ode, which was carried to the dear 
I charmer, together with another on the ſame fubjcR, as 
p follows; - 


Thy fatal ſhafts unerring move, 

I bow before thine altar, Love! 

I feel thy ſoft, reſiſtleſs flame 

Glide ſwift through all my vital frame! 


For while I gaze, my boſom.glows, 
My blood in tides impetuous flows, . - 
Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll, 
And floods of tranſports whelm my foul ! 


1 1 
My fault'ring tongue attempts in vain, 
In ſoothing murmurs to complain, 


1 0 1 My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 
My muroturs fink in broken ſighs! _ 
Vor. II. | B ; ES 


IV. 
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IV. 
Condemn'd to nurſe eternal care, 
And ever drop the ſilent tear, 
Unheard I mourn, unknown I ſigh, 
Unfriended live, unpity'd die! 


Whether or not Narcifſa diſcovered wy paſſion, TI 
could not learn from ber behaviour, which, though al- 
ways benevolent to me, was henceforth more reſerved 
aud Jeſs cheerſul. — While my thoughts aſpired toa'ſphere | 
fo far above me, I had unwittingly made a conqueſt of 


the cook- wench and dairy=maid, who became ſo jealous 
of each other, that if their ſentiments had been refined 
by education, it is probable one or other of them would 


have had recourſe to poiſon or ſteel, to be avenged of | 
her rival; but as their minds were happily adapted to 
. their humble ſtation, their mutual enmity was confined | 


to ſcolding and fiſty cuffs, in which exerciſes they were 
both-well{ſkilled.— — My good fortune did not long re- 
main a ſecret; for it was diſcloſed by the frequent broils 
of theſe heroines, who kept no decorum in their en- 
counters. The-coachman and gardener, who paid their 


devoirs to my admirers, each to his reſpeQive choice, | 
| alarmed at my ſucceſs, laid their heads together, in or | 


der to concert a plan of revenge; and the former having 
been educated at the academy of Tottenham court, un- 
dertook to challenge me to ſingie combat. He accord- 


ingly, with many opprobrious invectives, bade me de- 


fiance, and offered to box me for twenty guineas. I 


told him, that although I believed myſelf a match for | 
him, even at that work, I would not deſcend ſo far be- 
low the dignity of a gentleman as to fight like a porter; | 
but if he had any tbing to ſay to me, I was his man at 


blunderbuſs, muſket, piſtol, ſword, batohet, ſpit, cleaver, 
fork, or needle; nay, 1 ſwore, that ſhould he give his 


tongue any more ſaucy liberties at my expence, I would 
crop his eis Without any ceremony. — This rhodoman- 
tade, delivered with a fern countenance, and reſolute 


with ſeme confuſion, ſneaked eff, and gave bis friend 


an account of his reception. The ſtory taking air among | 
the lervants, procured for me the title ot Gentleman | 
: 2 John, 
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John, with which I was ſometimes honoured, even by 
| my miſtreſs and Narciſſa, who had been informed of the 


whole affair by the chamber-maid. In the mean tim:, 


the rival queens exprefſed their paſſion, by all the ways 


in their powers The cook entertained me with choice 
bits, the dairy-maid with Riroakings; the firſt woul 1 


often encourage me to diſcover myſelf by compliment - 


ing me upon my courage and learning, and obſerving 
that if ſhe had a huſband like me to maintain order and 
keep accounts, ſhe could make a great deal of money, 


by ſecting np an eating houſe at London, for gentlemen's 


ſervants on board wages. The other courted my af- 
te&ion, by ſhewing her own importance, and _—_ 
me, that many a ſubſtantial farmer in the neighbon hoe 

would be glad to marry her; but ſhe was reſolved to 
pleaſe her eye, if the ſhould plague her heart, Taen 
the would launch out into the praiſe of my proper per- 
ſon, and ſay, ſhe was ſure I would make a good huſband 
for I was very good - natured.— I began to be uneaſy at 
the importunicies of thoſe inamoratas, whom at another 
time, perhaps, I might have pleaſed without the diſa - 
greeable ſauce of matrimony ; but at preſent, my whole 


ſoul was engroſſed by Narciſſa, and I could not bear the 
| thoughts of doing any thing derogatory of the paſſion I 
enteriaiacd tor her. 9 | 


CH A P. XXXVIL 


Narciſſa being in danger from the brutality of Sir Timothy. 


is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf on my rival —-—f[ 
declare my paſſion and retreat to the ſea fide———am ſur + 
. rounded by ſmugglers, and carried to Bulloigu —find my 
uncle lieutenant Bowling, in great diſtreſs, and relieve 
bin ur conver ſation. > 


XI certain intervals, my ambition would revive; I 


would deſpiſe myſelf for my tame reſignation to 
my ſordid fate, and revolve an hundred ichemes tor af+ 
ſuming the charaQer ot a geatleman, to which I thought 


| mylelt intitled by birth and education. Ia theſe truitleſs 
iuggeſtions time ſtole away unperceived, and I had al- 
ready remained eight months in the Ration of a foot man, 
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when an accident happened, that put an end to my ſer- 
vitude, and for the preſent baniſhed all hopes of ſueceed- 


EE 
. 

5 

[1 8 

1 
1 
W 

1 ** 


ing in my love. 

Narciſſa went one day to viſit Miſs Thicke:, who 
lived with her brother within Jeſs than a mils of our 
heuſe, and was perſuaded to walk home in the cool of 
the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who, having 
a pood deal of the brute in him, was inſtigated to uſe 

' ſome unbecoming familiarities with her, encouraged by 
the ſolitarineſs of the field-through which they paſſed. — 
The lovely creature was incenſed at his rude behaviour, 
for which ſhe reproached him in ſuch a manner, that 
he loſt all regard to decency, and actually offered vio- 
Jence t. this pattern of innocence and beauty. But hea» 
ven would not ſuffer ſo much goodneſs to be violated 
and ſent me, who paſſing by accident near the place, 
was alarmed with her cries, to her ſuecour.— What 
vere the emotions of my foul when I beheld Narciſſa, 
almoſt ſinking beneath the brutal force of this ſatyr! J 
flew like lightning to her reſcue, and he perceiving me, 
quitted he prey, and drew his hanger to chaſtiſe my 
prefumption.—— My indignation was too high to admit 
one thcught of fear, ſo that ruſhing upon him, I ſt. ck 
his weapon out of bis hand, and uſed my cudgel ſo ſuc - 
ceſsfully, that he fell to the ground, aud lay, to all ap- 

esrarce, without ſenſe.—— Then | turned to Narcifla, 
who had ſwooned, and ſitting down by her, gently raiſed 
her head, and ſupported it on my boſom, while, with 
my hand around her weiſt, 1 kept her in that poſition, 

My foul was thrilled with tumultuous joy, at feeling the 

object of my deareſt wiſhes within my arms ; and while 
ſhe lay inſenſible, I could not refrain from applying my 
cheek to her's and raviſhing a kiſs: In a litile time, the 
blood began to reviſit her face, ſhe opened her enchant- 
ing eyes, and having recollected her late ſituation, ſaid, 
with a look full of tender acknowledgment, . „Dear 

„John, 1 am eternally obliged to you!“ So ſaying, ſhe 

made an efiort tc riſe, in which 1 aſſiſted her, and the 
| proceeded to the houſe, leaving upon me all the way. 

I was a theuſand times tempted by this opportunity to 

declare my peſſion, but the dread of difobliging her, re- 
lu aiued my tongue. We had not moved an hundred | 
paces 
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aces from the ſcene of her diireſs, when I perceiv:d 
Sir Timothy riſe and walk hom: ward: a circu nſtanc:. 


IF which, though it gave me ſom? fatisfaion, in as mach 


as [ thereby knew I had not killed him, filled me with 
juſt apprehenſion of his reſentment, which I found my- 


ſelf in no condition to withitand ; eſpecially when IL con - 
| fidered his intimacy. with our ſqire, to whon I knew 
| he could jultify himſelf for what he had done, by im- 
| puting it to his love, and deſiring his brother Bruin to- 
take the ſame? liberty with his ſiſter, without any fear of 


offence. —— When we arrived at the houſe, Narciſſa a- 


194 fared me, ſhe would exert all her influence in protect · 


ing me from the revenge of Thicket, and likewiſe en · 


7 abe her aunt in my favour, At the ſame time, pul- 


ng out her purſe, offered it as a ſmall conſideration for 


j | the ſervice I had done her. But I (tood too much up · 


on the punctilios of love to incur the leaſt ſuſpicion of. 
being mercenary, and refuſed the preſzat, by (ayiag, I 
had merited nothing by barely doing my duty.— —she 


E ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my difb:ceretedariy and blaibed : 


l felt the ſame ſuffuſion, and with a down cath eye, and 


broken accent, told her, I had one requeſt to make, 
which, if her generoſity would grant, 1 ſhould think 


4 myſelt fully recompenſed for an age of miſery.— —Shz 


—— — — wh — 


— 


changed colour at this preamble, and, with great eon; 
fuſion, replied, ſhe hoped my good ſenſe would hinder 
me from aſking any thing ſhe was bound in honour to 
refuſe, and therefore bade me ſiguify my delive, ——— 
Upon which I kneeled, and begged to kits her hand. 
She immediately with an averted look, ltretchel it out ; 
I. impriace4 on it an ardent kiſs, and bathing it with 
my tears, crisd, * Dear Madam, I am an untortun ate 
« gentleman, aad love you to diſtraction, but would 
have died a thouſand deaths rather than make this dz» 
6 claration under ſuch a ſervile appearance, were I not 
determined to yield to the rigouc of my fate, to fly 


from your bewitching preſence, and bury my pres 
„ ſumptuous paſſion in eternal filence.” With theſe 


words [ role and went away, before the-could recover 
her ſpirits ſo far as to make any reply.— My firtt care was 
to go and conſult Mrs. Sagely, wich whom I had maia« 


| tained a friendly correſpondence ever fünce I left her 


B 3. | houſe. 
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* 


houſe. When ſhe underſtood my ſituation, the good 
woman, Vith real concern, condoled me on my unhap ; 
py fate, and approved of my reſolution to leave the 
country, as being perfectly well acquainted with the bar - 
barous diſpoſition of my rival, * who, by this time, (ſaid 


% ſhe) has no doubt meditated a ſcheme of revenge. 


Indeed, I cannot ſee how you will be able to e- 
« Jude his vengeance ; being himſelf in the commiſion, 


„he will immediately grant warrants for apprehending 


« you ; and as almoſt all the people in this country are 
« dependent on him or his friend, it will be impoſſoble 
4 for you to find ſhelter among them: It you ſhould be 


e apprehended, he will commit you to jail, where you 


% may poſſibly languiſh in great miſery till the next 


© affizes, and then be tranſported for aſſaulting a magi- 


4% ftrate.*” — While ſhe thus warned me of my danger, 
we heard a knocking at the door, which threw us both in · 
to great conſternation, as, in all probability, it was oc - 
eaſioned by my purſuers ; whereupon this generous old 
lady putting two guineas into my hand, with tears in 
her eyes, bade me, for God's ſake, get out at the back. 
door, and conſult my ſafety as Providence ſhould direct 
me,— There was no time for deliberation.—1 followed 
her advice, and eſcaped by the benefit of a dark night 


to the ſea- ſide, where, while I ruminated on my next | 


excurſion, I was all of a ſudden ſurrounded by armed: 
men, who, having bound my hands and feet, bade me 
make no noiſe on pain of being ſhot, and carried me 
on board of a veſſel, which I ſoon perceived to be aſmug- 
gling cutter —This diſcovery gave me ſome ſatisfaction 


- at farli, becauſe I concluded myſelf ſafe from the refeat- 


ment of Sir Timothy: But when 1 found myſelf in the 
hands of ruffians, who threatened to execute me for a 
{py, I would have thought myſelf happily quit for a 
year's impriſonment, or even tranſportation. —It was in 
vain for me to proteſt my iunocence: I could not per- 
ſuade them that I had taken a ſolitary walk to their 


| Haupt, at iuch an hour, merely for my own amuſementz 


and 1 did not think it my intereſt to diſelote the true 
cauſe of my retreat, becauſe I was afraid they would 
Have made their peace with juſtice by ſurrendering me to 


che penalty of the law. What confirmed their tuſ- 


picion 


W 
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picion was, the appearance of a cuſtom houſe yacht, 
which gave them chace, and had well nigh made a prize 
of their veſſel; when they were delivered from their feats 
by a thick fog, which effeQuilly ſcreened: them, and- 
* favoured their arrival at Bulloĩgn. Put before they got 
out of ſight of their purſuer, they held a council of war 4 
about me, and ſome of the moſt feroeious among them, | 
would have thrown me overboard as a traitor who had- 
betrayed them to their enemies; but others more con» 
ſiderate, alledged, that if they put me to death, and 
ſhould afterwards be taken, they could exp:& no 
mercy from the legiſlature, which would never pardon 
outlawry aggravated by murder.—lt was therefore de - 
_ termined by a plurality of votes, that I ſhould be ſet on 
ſhore in France; and left to fiad my paſſage back to Eng-. 
gland as [ ſhould: think proper; this being puniſhment 
ſufficient for the bare ſuſpicioa of a crime ia itſelf not 
capital. — Although this favourable determination gave 
me great pleaſure, the apprehenſion of being robbed 4 
would not ſuffer me to be perfectly at eaſe : To prevent 
this calamity, as ſoon as I was untied, ia conſequence 
of the foreſaid deciſion, I tore a ſmall hole ia one of my 
Kockings, into which I dropped fix guineas, referving 
| half a piece and ſome ſilver in my pocket, that fiading 
ſomething, they might not be tempted to make any fur- 
ther enquiry. Tais was a very neceſſary precaution, for 
hen we came within ſight of the French ſhore, one ofthe 
ſmugglers told me I muſt pay for my paſſage. To this 
declaration I replied, that my paſſage was none of my 
own ſeeking ; therefore they could not expect a reward 
from me tor tranſporting me into a ſtrange country by 
force. Damme l (ſaid the outlaw) none of your pa · 
© Javerz but let me ice what money you have got.“ 
So ſaying, he thruſt his hand into my pocket without a» 
ny ceremony, and emptied it of the contents: Then caſt» 
ing an eye at my hat and wig, which captivated his fan- 
ey, he took them off, and clappiag his oa on my head, 
declared, that a fair exchange was no robbery.— I was 
Fain to put up with the bargain, which was by no means 
favourable to me z and a little while after we went all 
_ : Lyvioived to ad FR theſe deiperadoes, with- 
reed 4 | out 
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out much ceremony, when one of them cautioned me a- 
gainſt appearing to their prejudice if ever I returned in- 
to England, unleſs I had a mind to be murdered; for 
which ſervice, he aſſured me, the gang never wanted 
agents. I promiſed to obſerve his advice, and departed 
for the Upper Town, where I enquired for a cabaret or 
public houſe, into. which I went, with an intention of 
taking ſome refreſhment. In the kitchen, five Dutch 
ſailors fat at breakfaſt, with a large loaf, a firkin of but- 
ter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which they often 
applied to their mouth with great perſeverance and ſa- 
tis faction. At ſome diſtance from them 1 perceived. 
another perſon in the ſame garb, ſiting in a penſive ſo- 
litary manner, entertaining himſelf with a whiff of to · 
bacco, from the Rump of a pipe, as black as jet. The 
appearance of diſtreſs never failed to attract my regard: 
and compaſſion ; I approached: this forlorn tar with a 
view to offer him my aſſiſtance, and any ena A 
the aſteration of dreſs, and diſguiſe of a loug beard, I 
diſcovered in him my Jong loſt and lamented uncle and: 
beneti-Etor lieutenant Bowling Good heaven! what 
were the agitations of my ſoul, between the joy of find - 
ing ?gain ſuch a valuable friend, and the ſorrow of ſee- 
ing him in ſuch a low condition! The tears guſhed- 
down my cheeks, 1 ſtood motionleſs and ſilent for ſome 
time; at length, recovering the uſe of ſpe:ch, exclaims 
ed, © Gracious God ! Mr. Bowling !!'—— My uncle no- 
ſoc ner heard his name mentioned, than he ſtarted up, 
crying with ſome ſurprite, 44 Holloa !“ and after having. 
looked at me ſtedtalily, without being able to recolle& 
me, ſa d, Did you call me, brother?“ I told him I 


had iome thing extraordinary. to communicate, and de- 


fired him to give me the hearing for a few minutes in 
another room; but he would by no means conſent to. 


this propoſal, ſaying, Avait there, friend; none of. 


your tricks upon travellers j—>——-[t you have auy 
« thing 10 {ay to me, do it above board; Mou need 
not be afraid of being overheard here are none wid. 
« underitand our lingo.” —— Though I was loth to diſ- 


cover myſelf before company, I could no lunger re« 


frain from telling him, I was his own nephew toderick: 
Random. On this information, he conſidered me with 
; ' great: 
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great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſhment, à · 1 recalling my 
features, which though enlarged, were not entirely al- 
tered ſince he had ſeen me, came up and ſhook me by 
the hand very cordially, proteſting he was glad to ſee 
me well, After ſome pauſe, he went on thus: © And. 
« yet, my lad, I am ſorry to ſee you under ſuch co» 
& lours; the more fo, as it is not in my power, at pre- 
& ſent, to change them for the better, times being very 
„ hard with me.” With theſe words I could perceive. 
a tear trickle down his farrowed cheeks, which affected 
me ſo much, that I wept bitterly - Imagining my ſor- 
row was the effet of my own misfortunes, he come 
forted me, with obſerviag,that life was a voyage in which 
we malt expect to meet with all weathers ; ſometimes it 
was calm, ſometimes rough; that a fair gale often ſuc - 
ceed a ſtorm; that the wind did not always ſit one 
way, and that deſpair ſignified nothing: but reſolution- 
and {kill were better than a tou: veſfel ; for why? be · 
4 eaule they require no carpenter, and grow ſtronger the, 
* more labour they uudergo. I dried ap my tears, whickt 
| I afſured him were not thed for my own diſtreſs, but tor, 
his, and begged leave to accompauy him into another 
room, where we could converſe more at our eaſe, ——— 
here I recounted to him the ungenerous uſag: I had 
met with from Potion; at which relation he ſtarted up, 
ſtalked acroſs the room three or four times, in a great 
FF hurry, and graſping his cudgel, cried, © I would 1 were, 
Z * aloag-lide of him—that's all -I would I were along 
| * {ide of him !''——L then gave him a detail of all my 
adventures and ſufferings, which affected him more than 
I could have imagined ; and concluded with teiliag him 
that Captain Oakium was (till alive, and chat he might | 
return to Euglaud when he would to ſettle his affairs, 
without danger or moleſtation.—— Ha was wonJerfully 
pleaſed with this piece of information, of which hows, 
ever he (aid, be could not at preſent avail himſelf, for 
want of money to pay for his paſſage to London, Tais 
. objecion I ſoon removed, by putciag five gaineas into 
his hand, and telling him, I thought myſelf extremely © 
happy in having an opportunity of maniteiling my gra- 
titude to him in his neceſſity. But it was with the ut- 


mol}. difficulty I could prevail upon him to accept of 
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two, which he afficmed were more than ſufficient to de-- 
fray the neceſſary expence. After this friendly conteſt 
was over, he propoſed we ſnould have a meſs of ſome- 
thing : © For (ſaid he) it has been banyan day withwne' 
« 2 great while.—— You: muſt know I was ſhipwrecked 
& five days ago, near a place called Liſieux, in company 
4 with thoſe Dutchmen who are now drinking below ;. 
2 and having but little money when I came aſhore, ic 
©. was ſoon ſpent, becaufe F let them have ſhare and 
de {hare while it laſted. —— Howfomever, I ſhould have 
« remembered the old ſaying, Every hog his own apple 
4% For when they found my hold unſtowed, they went 
« all hands to ſhooling and begging, and becauſe TI: 
* would not take a ſpell at the ſame duty, refuſed to 
give me the leaſt aſſiſtance ; ſo that I have not broke 
« bread theſe two days.” ——1I was ſhocked at the ex- 
tremity of his diſtreſs, and ordered ſome bread, cheeſe,. 
and wine to. be brought immediately, to allay his hun- 
ger, until a fricaſſee of chickens could be prepared, 
ben he had recruited his fpirits with this homely 
fare, I defired to know the particulars of his-perigrina- 
tion, ſince the accident at Cape Tiberoon; which were 
briefly theſe : The money he had. about him being all 
ſpent at Port Louis, the civility and hoſpitality of the 
French cooled to ſuch a degree, that he was obliged to 
liſt on board of one of their king's ſhip's as a common 
foremaſi · man, to prevent himſelf from ſtarving on ſhore: 
In this fituation he continued two years, during which: 
time he had acquired fome knowledge of their language, 
and the reputation of-a good ſeaman: The ſhip he be- 
longed to was ordered: home to- Erance, when ſhe'was 
laid up, as unfit for ſervice, and he was received on 
board of one of Monſieur D' Antin's ſquadron, in quali - 
ty of quarter maſter; which office he performed in a 
voyage to the Weſt-Indies, where they engaged with 
Out 


P, as before related; but his conſcience upbraide 
"Ing him for ſerving the enemies of his. country, he 
ꝗpitted the ſhip at the ſame place where he firſt liſted, 
and got to Curaſoa in a Dutch veſſel ; there-hebargain=- 
ed with a ſkipper bound to Europe, to work for his. paf-- 
lage to Holland, from whence he was in hopes of hear - 
ig trom his iriends in England; but was „ : 
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he mentioned before, on the French coaſt, and muſt 
have been reduced to the neceſſity of travelling on foot 


to Holland, and begging tor his ſubſiſtenee on the road, 


or of entering on board of another French man of war, 
at the hazard of being treated as a deſerter, if providence 
had not ſent me to his ſuecour.— And now, my lad, 
„(continued he) I think I ſhall ſteer my courſe directly 
« to London, where I do not doubt of being replaced, 


46 and of having the R taken off me by the Lords of 


ei the Admiralty, to whom l intend to write a petitions 
« ſetting forth my caſe : If I ſucceed, I ſhall have wheres 
, withal to give you ſome afltanee, "3 when I. 
46 left the ſhip, I had two years pay due me; there- 
« fore I deſire to know whither you are bound; aud 
« beſides, perhaps, I may have intereſt enough to pro- 
« cure a warrant appointing you ſurgeon's mate of the 
« ſhip to which I ſhalt belong. For the beadle of the 
« admiralty is. my good friend: and he and one of the 
t“ under clerks are ſworn brothers, and that undzr-cterk 


© has a good deal to ſay to one of the upper-clerks, 


« who is very well known to the under ſecretary, who, . 
«upon his recommendation, I hope will recommend 


my affair to the firſt ſecretary ; and he again, will 
« ſpeak to one of the lords in my behalf: So that you. 


„ (ſee I do not want friends to afltit me on-occafion —-. 
4% As for the fellow Crampley, tho'f Þ kaow him not, 
% Jam ſure he is neither ſeaman, nor officer, oy what 
« you have told me, or elſe he could never be fo mach 


% miſtaken in his reckoning as to run the ſhip on {bore 


« on the coaſt-of Suſſex, before he believed himſelf ia 
« fſoundiags; neither, when. that accident happened, 


. «© would he: have left the ſhip until ſhe had been ſtoxe 


to pieces, eſpecially when the tide was making; 


* wherefore, by this time, I do ſuppole he has been 


. 


tried by a court - martial, and executed for his caware - 
dice and miſconduct.— I could not help ſmiling ar 
the deſcription of my uncle's ladder, by which ae pra- 


goſed to climb to the attention of the board of admiral- 
ty ; and though I. knew. the world too well, to confile - 
in ſuch dependance myſelf, I would not diſcourage him 


with doubts ; but aſked if he had ag friend in Lon- 
- don, who would advance 110 ſum of mone/ to en- 
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able him to appear as he ought, and make a ſmall pre- 
ſent to the uijder · ſecretary, who might poſſibly diſpatch. 
the buſineſs the ſooner on that account. He ſcratched 
his head, and, after ſome recolleQion, replied, Why, 
« yes, I believe Daniel Whipcord the ſhipchandler in 
« Wapping would not reſuſe me ſuch a ſmall matter—. 
« J know [ can have what credit I want, for lodging, 
„liquor, and clothes; but as to money, I won't be 
« poſitive: Had honeſt Block been living, I ſhould not 
% have been at a loſs.” I was heartily ſorry to find a. 
worthy man ſo deſtitute of friends, when he had ſuch. 
need of them and looked upon my own fituation as leſs. 
miſerable than his, becauſe L was better acquainted with 
the ſelfiſhneſs and roguery of mankind ; conſequents- 
ly leſs liable to diſappointment and impoſitions® 


C H A P. XLII. 


He takes his paſſage in a cutter for Dea. -e are 
* accoſied by a prieſt, who proves to be a Scotchman, 
— his prefefion of friendſhip he is affront - 
ed by the lieutenant, ub afierwards appeaſes him by 
ſubmiſſion —— my uncle embarks — — I am in 
troduced by the prięſt to a capuchin, in whoſe company I ſet 
out for PariMt-—— the character of my jeilow traveller 
-an adventure on the roaad——— 1 am ſhecked at. 
bis behaviour. | 


| H E N our repaſt was ended, we walked down: 
| to the harbour, where we found a cutter that 
was to ſail tor Deal in the evening, and Mr. Bowling 
agreed for his paſſage: In the mean time we ſauntred 
about the town to ſatisfy our curioſity, our converſation. 
turning on the ſubject of my deſigns, which were not. 
us yet fixed: Neither can it be —__ that my wind 

was at cate, when I found niyſelt reduced almoit to ex : 


teme poverty, in the midſt of foreigners, among whom 
1 had not one acquaintance to adviſe or befriend me. 
My uncle was ſenſible of my forlorn condition, and 
nreſſed me to accompany him to England, where he did 
not doubt of finding ſome ſort of proviſion for me doc | 
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beſides the other reaſons I had for avoiding that king- 

dom, I looked upon it, at this time, as the worſt comme 

try in the univerſe for a poor honeſt man to live in: 
and therefore determined to remain in France at all 
events. I was confirmed in this reſolution by a reve - 
rend prieſt, who paſſing by at this time, and overhear - 
ing us ſpeak Engliſh, aceoſted ns in the ſame language, 


telling us he was our countryman, and wiſhing it wight 


be in his power to do us any ſervices We thanked this 
grave perſon for his courteous offer, and invited him to 
drink a glaſs with us, which he did not think proper to 
refuſe, and we went altogether into a tavera of his re- 
commending. After having-drank to our healths in a 
bumper of good Burgundy, he began to enquire into our 
ſmtuation, particulary the place of our nativity, which 
we no ſooner named, than he ſtarted up, and wringing 
our hands with great fervour, ſhed a flood of tears, cry» 
ing, I come from the ſame part of the country! per- 
« haps yon are my own relations.” I was on mx 
guard againſt his careſfes, which 1 ſuſpected very much, 
when 1 remembered the adventure of the money drôp- 
per; but without any appearance of diffidence, obſerved, 
that as he was born in that part of the country, he muſt 


certainly know our families, which (how ſoe ver mean | 
our preſent appearance might be) were none of the moſt 
obſcure or inconſiderable. Then I diſcovered our names, 


to which Ifound he was no ſtranger; he had known. 
my grandfather perſonally ;.and notwithſtanding an abs. 
fence of fifty years from Scotland, recounted ſo many 
particulars of the families in the neighbourhood, that 
my ſeruples were entirely removed, and 1 thought my- 
ſelf happy in his acquaintance.—-la the eourſe of our + 
converſation, I diſeloſed my condition without reſet ve, 


and diſplayed my talents to ſuch advantage, that the old 


father looked upon me with admiration, and aſſured me, 
that if I Raid in France, and liſtened to reaſon, I could 
not fail in making my fortune, to which he wonld con - 
tribute all in his power. 

My uncle began to be jealous of the prieſt's 1 
tion, and very abruptly declared, that it ever I (hould. 


renounce my religion, he would break off all connexion 


au correſpondence with me . for it was his * 


3 THEADVENTURES OF 


that no honeſt man would ſwerve from the prineiples in 
which he was bred, whether Turkiſh, Proteſtant, or 
Roman.—The father, affronted at this declaration, with 
great vehemence, began a long diſcourſe, ſetting forth 
the danger of obſtinacy, and ſhutting ones eyes again 
the light: He ſaid, that ignorance would be no plea to- 
wards juſtification, when we had opportunities of being 
better informed ; and that if the minds of people had 
not been open to conviction, the Chriſtian religion 
eould not have been propagated in the world; and we 
ſhould now be in a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbari« 
ty: He endeavoured to prove, by ſome texts of ſerip- 
ture, and many quotations from the fathers, that the - 
Pope was the ſucceffor of St. Peter, and vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; that the church of Rome was the true, holy, 
catholic church; and that the proteſtant faith was an 
impious hereſy, and damnable ſchiſm, by which- many 
millions of ſouls would ſuffer everlaſting perdition. _—- 
When he had'finiſhed his ſermon, which I thought be 
pronounced with more zeal than diſcretion, he addrefſed 
himſelf to my uncle, and defired to know his objections 
to what had been ſaid. The licutenant, whoſe atten- 
tion had been wholly engroſſed by his own affairs, took 
the pipe out of his mouth, and replied, As for me, 
friend, d' ye fee, I have no objection to what you ſay, 
it may be either true or falſe for what 1 know; I 
% meddle with nobody's affairs but my own ; the gun- 
% ner to bis linſtock, and the ſteeriman to his helm, as 
«© the ſaying is. I truſt no creed but the compaſs, , 
* and do to every man as 1 would be done by; ſo 
* that I defy the pope, the devil, and the pretender ; 
* and hope to be faved as well as another.” |. This aſ= + 
* fociation of perſons gave great offence to the friar, who 
proteſted in a mighty paſſion, that it Mr. Bowling had | 
not been his countryman, he would have cauſed him to 
de impriſoned jor his inſolence. I ventured to diſap- 
prove of my uncle's raſhneſs, and appeaſed the old gen» 
tleman, by aſſuring him that tnere was no-offence intend- 
ed by my kinſman, who by this time, ſenſible of his 
error, ſhook che injured party by the hand, and afked 
pardon for the freedom he had taken. Matters being 


ebe compromiſed, he invited us to come and — 


* 
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Him in the afternoon at the convent to which he belong 
ed, and took his leave for the preſent; when my uncle: 
recommended it ſtrongly to me to perſevere in the reli- 
gion of my forefathers, whatever advantages- I. might 
propoſe to myſelf by a change; which could not fail of 
diſgracing myſelt, and diſhonouring my family. I af- 
fured him no conſideration ſhould -induce me to forfeit 
his friendſhip and good opinion; on that ſcore ; at which 
aſſurance he diſcovered great ſatisfaction, and put me 
in mind of dinner, which we immediate ly. beſpoke, and- 
when it was ready, ate together. | a 
I imagined my acquaintanee with the Scottiſſi prieſt, 
if properly managed, might turn out to my advantage, 
and therefore reſolved to cultivate it as mueh as I could. 
With this view we vifited him at his convent, accorde 
ing to his invitation, where he treated us with wine 
and ſweetmeats, and ſhe wed us every thing that was re- 
markable in the monaſtery. Having been thus enter - 
tained;\ we took our leave, though not before I had pro- 
miſed to ſee him next day; and the time fixed for my 
uncle's embarking being come, E accompanied him to 
the harbour, and ſaw him on board. — We parted not. 
without tears, after we had embraced and wiſhed. one 
another all manner of proſperity ; and he intreated 
me to write to him often, directing to Lieutenant Bows 
ling, at the ſign of the Union Flag, near the Hermitage; 
London. e dt 
P returned to the houſe. ia which we had met, where 
F paſſed the night in a very ſolitary manner, reflecting 
on the ſeverity of my tate, and endeavouriag to project 
ſome likely ſcheme ot life for the future; but my inven» 
tion failed me ;. Lſaw nothing. but inſurmouatable diſi · 
culties in my way, and Lwas ready to deſpair at the miſer- 
able proſpecti That. I might not, however, neglect any 
probable means, I got up in the morning, and went direct 
ly to the father, whoſe advice and aſſiuance I ĩimplored. 
te received. me very kindiy, and gave me to under: 
Raad, that there was one. way of life ia which a perſon 
of my talents could not fail of making a great ſigure.— I 
— his meaning, and told him once for all, I was 
tully determined againſt any alteration in point of reli- 
Aion, therefore if his propoſal regarded. the church, be 
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| 

| 

| : might.ſave himſelf the trouble of explaining it. He ſhook+ 

| Mis head, and ſighed, ſaying, © Ah! fon, fon, what a 
4 glorious praſpect is here ſpoileds by your ſtubborn 

| t prejudice ! Suffer yourſelf to be perſuaded by reaſon,, 

1 | & and conſult your temporal welfare, as well as the con- 


« cerns of your eternal ſoul. — I can, by my iatereſt, 
& procure your admiſſion as a novieiate into this con - 
vent, where I will ſuperintend and direct you with a 
44 truly paternal affection. - Then he launched out in - 
to the praiſes of a monaſlic-life, which no noiſe diſturbs, 
no cares moleſt, and no danger invades—where the heart 
is weaned from carnal attachments, the groſſer appetites 
ſubdued and chaſtiſed, and the ſoul wafted to divine re · 
= - gions of philoſophy and truth, on the wings of ſtudious- 
= contemplation. But his eloquenee was loſt upon me, 
| Phom two conſiderations enabled to withſtand his temp - 
rations; namely, my promiſe to my uncle, and my a- 
verſion to an eccleſiaſtick life; for as to the difference 
of religion, 1 looked upon it as a thing of too ſmall mo- 
ment to come in competition with a man's fortune. 
Finding me immoveable on this head, he told me, he 
was more ſorry than offended at my non- compliance, and 
ſtill ready to employ his good offices in my behalf.— 
„The ſame erroneous maxims (ſaid he) that obſtruct 
«your promotion in the church, will infallibly prevent 
6« your advancement in the army; but if you can brook 
© the condition of a ſervant, I am acquainted with ſome 
6. people of rank at Verſailles, to whom 1 can give you 
is letters of recommendation, that you may be enter. 
« rained by ſome one of them, in quality of maitre d' ho» 
1 «fel; and I do not doubt that your qualification will 
= «entitle you to a better proviſion.  Iembraced his of- 1 
1 fer with great eagerneſs; and he appointed me to come 
back in the afternoon, when he would not only give me 
= letters, but likewiſe introduce me to à capuchin of his 
= acquaintance, who intended to ſet out for Paris next 
| morning, in whoſe company I might travel, wicnout 
being at the expence of one livre during the whole jour - 
ney- This piece of good news gave me infinite plea- 
fare 5 I acknowledged my obligation to the benevolent 
father, in the molt grateful expreſſions ; and he perform 
ed his promiſe. to a tittle, in delivering the letters, aud 
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making me acquainted wich the capuchin, with whom [ 
departed next morning by break of day. 

It was not long before I diſcovered my fellow traveller 
to be a merry facetious fello v, who, notwichſtandiag his 
profeſſion and appearance of morcification loved good eat · 
ing and drinking better than his roſary, and paid more 
adoration to a pretty girl than tw the Virgin Mary, or St. 
Genevieve. He was a thick braway young man, with 
red eye · brows, a hook · noſe, a face covered with freckles; 
and his name was Frere Balthazar. His order did not 
permit him to wear linen, ſo that having little occation: 
to undreſs himſelf, he was none of the cieanlieſt animals. 
in the woridz and his conſtitution was naturally fo ſtrong- 
ly ſcented, that I always thought it convenient to keepto 
the wind ward of him in our march. As he was per» 
fectly well known on the road, wefared ſumotuouſiy with · 
out any colt, and the fatigue of our journey. was muck 
alleviated by the good humour of my companion, waa. 
ſung an infinite number of cate es on the ſubjects of love 
and wine. We took up our lodging che firit night at a 
peaſant's houſe, not far from Abbeville, where we were 
entertained with an excellent ragout, cooked by our land- 
lord's daughters, one of whom was very haudſome: After 
having eaten heartily, and drank a ſufficient quanlity of 
ſmall wine, we were conducted to a bara, where we found. 
4 couple of carpets ſpread upon clean ſtra w for our re- 
ception. We had not lain in this ſituation above half 
an hour, when we heard ſomebody knock ſoftiy at che 
door, upon which Balthazar got up, an4 let in our hoſt's. 
two daughters, who wanted to have ſome private con- 
verſatioa with him in the dark; whea they had whiſpers 
ed together ſome time, the capuchia came to me, and. 
aſked it 1 was inſenſible to love, and ſo hard- hearted as 
to refuſs a ſhare ot my bed to a pretty maid, who had a 
tenare for me ?—L. muit own, to my thame, that I fuf - 
fered myſelt to be overcome by my pailion, and with great 


: . eagernels ſeized the occaſion, when I. underitood that. 


tue amiable Nanette was to be my bedfellow. In vain. 
did my reaſon ſuggelt the reſpe@ that I owed to my deav. 
miſtreis Narciſſa ; the idea of that lovely charmer rather 
enereaſed than allayed the ferment of my tpicits; and the, 
rouag pailanne had no reaſon to * ot m/ 1 — | 
OF. BY: ma dances... 
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brance. Early in the morning, the kind creatures left 
vs to our repoſe, which laſted till eight o*clock, when we 
got up, and were treated at breakfalt with chocolate and 
Peau de vie, by our paramours, of whom we took a ten- 
der leave, after my companion had eonfeſfed and given 
them abſolution.—While we proceeded on our journey, 
the converſation turned upon the night'sadventure, being 
introduced by the capuchin, who aſked me how | liked 
my lodging: I declared my ſatisfadion, and talked in 
rapture of the agreeable Nanette; at which he ſhook his 
head, and ſmiling ſaid,» ſhe was a morceat pour la bonne: 
bouche. I never valued myſelf (continued he) upon a- 
„ny thing ſo much as the conqueſt of Nanette; and; 
% vanity apart, I have been pretty fortunate in my a- 
% mours. This information ſhocked me not a little, as 
I was well convinced of his intimacy with her ſiſter ; and? 
though I did not care to tax him with downright inceſt, 


1 profeſſed my aftoniſhment at bis lat night's choice, 


when, I ſuppoſed, the other was at his devotion. To 
this bint he anſwered, that befades his natural complai- 
fance to the ſex, he had another reaſon to diſtribute his 
favours equally between them, namely, to preſerve peace 
in the family, which could not otherwiſe be maintained; 
that moreover Nanette had conceived an affection for me, 
and he loved her too well to baulk her inclination ; more: 
_ eſpecially, when he had an opportunity of obliging bis. 
friend at the ſame time. I thanked him for this iattance- 
of his friendſhip, though I was extremely diſguſted at his 
want of delicacy, and curſed the occaſion that threw me 
in his way. Libertine as 1 was, I could not bear to ſee 
a man behave ſo wide of the character he aſſumed: L. 
looked upon him as a perſon of very little worth or ho · 
neſty, and {hould have even kept a wary eye upon my. 
pocket, if I had thought he coulu have any temptation to 
ſteal. But 1 could not conceive the ule of money to a 
capuchin, who is obliged, by the rules, of his order, to 
appear like à beggar, and enjoys all other neceſſaries of 
lite gratis: be ſides, my teilow traveiler jeemed to be 
ot a complexion too careleſs and ſanguine, to give me 
any apprenention on that ſcore; ſo that I proceeded with 
great confidence, in expectation of being ſoon at, my- 
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ie beige at a houſe near Amient, where JI am roòbe by 
[| the capuchin, who eſcapes while I am aſleep —= —1 go 
0 Noyons in ſearch of him, but without ſucceſs —=— 
make my condition known to ſeveral people, but find n» 
relief — — grow deſprrate ——oin a company of fol- 
diers ———enlift in the regiment of Picardy —=— V+ 
are ordered into Germany— ——l in the fatigues of 
the march almoſt intolerable . — quarrel with my com- 
L rade in a diſpute about politic. —he challenges me to 
| the field, wound. and diſarms mes | | IP 


FT: H E third night of our pilgrimage, we paſſed at a 
| houſe near Amiens, where Balthazar being ua- 
known, we ſupped upon indifferent fare, and ſ1ur wine, 
and wgre fain to lie in a garret upon an old matraſs, 
which, I believe, had been in the poſfeſſton of ten thou» 
ſand myriads of fleas, time out of mini. We did nov 
invade their territory with impunity ; in leſs than a mi- 
nute we were attacked by ſtings innumerable, in ſpite of: 
which, however, we fell faſt aſleep, being exceſſbvely fa- 
tigued with our day*s march, and did not wake till nine 
next morning, when teeing myſelf alone, I ſtarted up in 
a terrible fright, and examiaing my pockets, found my 
preſaging fear too true! My companion had made free 
with my calh, and left me to ſeek the way to Paris by 
myſelf ! 1 ran down ſtairs immediately; and with a look 
full of grief and amazement, enquired for the mendicant, 
who, they gave me to underſtand, had ſet out four hours: 
before, after having told them, I was a little indiſpoſedy 
and deſired I might not be ditturbed, but be informed 
when I ſhould wake that he bad taken the road to Noyons ” 
where he would wait for my coming, at the Coq d'Or. 
I {poke not a word, but with a heavy heart directed 
courſe to that place, at which I arrived ia the afternoon, ' 
fainting with wearinefs and hunger : but learned, to my 
utter contuſion, that no ſuch petion had been there 1—It 
was happy for me, that I had a good deal of reſentment 
in my conlticution, ' which animated me on ſuch oceus 
ſions, agaiatt the villainy of mankindy and enabled me 
to bear misfortunes otherwile intolerable, Boiling with 
AIRF - | indiguation. 


—— oat 


4 THE ADVENTURES OF 


indignation, I diſcovered to the hoſt my deplorable con- 
dition, and inveighed with great bitterneſs againſt the- 
treachery of Balthazar ; at wbich he ſhrugged. up his 
ſhoulders, and, with a peculiar grimace in his counte- 
nance, ſaid, he was ſorry for my misfortune ; but there 
was no remedy like patience. At that inſtant ſome gueſts 
arrived, to whom he haſtened to offer his ſervice, leav- 
ing me mortified at his indifference, and fully perſuaded 
that an inn-keeper is the ſame ſordid animal all the 
world over. While I Rood in the porch, forlorn and un- 
determined, venting ejaculations of curſes agaiaſt the 


thief who robbed me, and the old prieſt who recom» | F 


mended him to my friendſhip; a young gentleman rich- 
ly drefſed, attended by a valet de chambre and two fer» 
vants in livery, arrived at the ion. I thought I per- 
ceived a great deal of ſweetneſs and good nature in his 
countenance ; therefore be had no ſooner alighted than. 
I accofted him, and in a few words explained my ſitua · 
tion: He liſtened with great politeneſs, and when I had 
made an end of my ſtory ſaid, Well, monſieur, what 
e would you have me to do?” L was effectually abalhed. 
at this interrogation, , which I believed no man of com- 
mon ſenſe or generoſity could make, and made no other 
reply than a low bow: He returned the compliment ilL 
lower, and tript into an apartment, while the landlorà 
let me know, that my ſtanding there to interrupt com- 
pany, gave offence, and might do him infinite prejudice. 
He bad no occaſion to repeat his infiauation ; I moved 
from the place immediately ; and was fo much tranſport- 
ed with grief, anger, and diſdain, that a torrent of blood: 
guſhed trom my aokrils. — —la this extaſy, I quitted. 
Noyons, and betouk. myſelf to the fields, where I wane 
dered about like one diſtracted, till my ſpirits were quite 
exhaulied, and I was obliged to throw myſelf down at the 
root of a tree, to reſt my wearied limbs. Here my rage 
forſook me ; I began to feel the importunate cravings of 
nature, and relapſed into ſilent ſorrow, and melaucholy 
reflection. I revolved all the crimes I had been guilty 
of, and found them ſo few and venial, that I could not 
comprehend the jullice of that providence, which afcer- 
having expoſed me to ſo much wretchednelſs and danger, 
left me a prey to famzac at lall in a foreigu country. 


1 Where: 
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where J had not one friend or acquaintance to cloſe my 
eyes, and do the laſt offices of hamanity to my miſerable 
carcaſs. A thouſand times I wiſhed myſelf a bear, that 
I might retreat to woods and deſarts, far from the inhoſ- 
pitable haunts of man, where I could live by my own ta- 
lons, independent of treacherous friends, and ſupercili - 
ous ſcorn. e 36 WTR? F | 

As I lay in this manner groaning over my hapleſs fate, 
I heard the ſound of a violin, and raifing my head, per- 


ceived a company of men and women dancing on the 


graſs at ſome diſtance from me.—1 looked upon this to 


de a favonrable ſeaſon for diſtreſs to attract compaſſion, 


when every ſelſiſn thought is baniſhed, and the heart 
"NF dilated with mirth and ſocial joy; wherefore I got up 


andapproactedtheſe happy people, whom I ſoon difcover= 
ed to be a party of ſadiers, with their wives and chil- 
dren, unbending and diverting themſelves at this rate, 
after the fatigue of a march. —l had never before ſeen 
ſuch a parcel of fcare-crows together, neither could I re» 
concile their meagre gaunt looks, their ſqualid and rag» 
ged atiire, and every other external ſymptom of extreme 
wo, with this appearance of feſtivity.—l ſaluted them, 
however, and was received with great politeneſs; after 


Which they formed à ring, and danced around me. 


This jollity had a wonderful effect upon my ſpirits; I was 
intected with theic gaiety, and in ſpite of my diſmal ſitua- 
tion, forgot my cares, and joined in their extravagance. 
— When we had reoreated ourſelves a good while at this 
divertion, the ladies ſpread their manteaus on the ground, 
upon which they emptied their knapſacks of ſome onions, 
coarle bread, and a tew flatks of poor wine: Being id vit- 
ed to a ſhare of the banquet, 1 ſat down with the reſt, 
and in the whole courie of my life never made a more 
.comfc: table meal. Wnen our repalt was ended, we 
got up ag+in to dance; and now that I found myſelf re- 
tretbed, I behaved to the admiration of every body: I 
was loaded with a thouſand compliments, and profeſſions 
of triend{hip; the men commended my perſon and agili- 
ty, and the women were loud in praiſe of my bonne grace; 
the ſerjeant in particular, expreſſed ſo much regard for 
me, and deſcribed the pleaſures of a ſoldier's life, with ſo 
much art, that I began to liſten to his propoſal of ealiſt · 


ing 
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ing me in the ſervice; and the more I conſidered my 
vun condition, the more TI was convinced of the neceſſity 
I was under to come toa ſpeedy determination. — Having 
therefore maturely weighed the circumfiances pro and 
con, I ſignified my conſent, and was admitted into the 
regiment of Ficardy,ſ«id to be the oldeſt corps in Europe, 
he company to which this command belanged, was 
quartet ed at a village not far off, whether we marche 
next day, and I was preſented to my captain, who ſeem- 
ed very well pleafed with my appearance, gave me a 
crown to drink, and ordered me to be accommodated 
with clothes, arms, and accoutrements.— Then I fold 
my livery-ſuit, purchaſed linen, and as I was at great 
pains to learn the exerciſe, in a very ſhort time became 
a complete ſoldier. _ + 
It was not long before we receivgdorders to join ſeveral 
more regiments, and march with all expedition into Ger · 
many, in order to reinforce Mareſchal Duc de Noailles, 
who was then encamped with his army on the fide of 
the river Mayne, to watch the motions of the Engliſh, 
Hanoverians, Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under the com- 
mand of the Earl of Stair. We began our march accord- 
— 12 . 
ingly, and then I became acquainted with that part of a 
ſoldier's life to which I had been bitherto a ſtranger. It 
is impc ſſible ro deſcribe the hunger and thirſt I {ſullained, 
and the fatigue I underwentin a march of ſo many hun; 
dred miles; during which 1 was ſo much chafed with the 
beat and motion of my limbs, that in a ſhort time the 
in nide of my thighs and legs were deprived of ſkin, and 
1 proceeded in the utmoſt torture. This mis for tune 1 
owed to the plumpneſs ot my.conſtitution, which I cure 
le d, and envied the withered condition of my comrades, 
whole bodies could not (pare juice enough to ſupply a 
common iſſue, and were iudeed proof againſt all u. anner 
of friftion. The continual pain 1 felt made me fretful., 
and my peeviſhneſs was ãncreaſed by the mortificaticn of 
mu prideiniccing thoſe miſerable wretches, whom a hard 
Sale of wind would have ſcattered through the air like 
chaff, bear thole toils with alacrity, under which I was 


Icady to link... „ . 8 
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my comrade ftaid at home with me on pretence of friend- 
ſhip, and inſulted me with his pity and conſolation! He 
told me, though I was young and tender at preſent, I 
would ſoon 'be ſeaſoned to the ſervice; and he did not 
doubt but I ſhould have the honour to contribute in fome 


mweaſure tothe glory of the king. Have courage, there - 
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% fore, my child, (ſaid he) and pray to the good God, 
< that you may be as happy as I am, who have had the 
« honour of ſerving Lewis the Great, and of receiving 
% many wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his glory.“ 
When I looked upon the contemptible object that pro- 
nounced theſe words, I was amazed at the infatuationthat 
Poſſe ſſed him; and could not help expreſſing my a loniib- 
ment at the abſurdity of a rational being, who thinks 
himſelf highly honoured in being permitted to encounter 
-abje& poverty, oppreſſion, famine, diſeaſe, mutilation, 
and evident death, merely to gratify the vicious ambition 


of a prince, by whom his ſufferings were diſregarded, and 


his name utterly unknown. I obſerved that if his ſitua- 
tion was the conſequence of compulſion, I would praiſe 
bis patience and fortitude in bearing his lot ;—if he had 
taken up arms in defence of his injured country, he was 


to be applanded for his patriotiſm;—or if he had fled to 


this way of life as a refuge from a greater evil, he was 


juſtiſiable in his own conſcience (tho? I could have no 
notion of miſery more extreme than that he ſuffered;} 
but to put his condition on the footing of conducing to 


the glory of his prince, was no more than profeſſing him · 
{elf a deſperate flave, who voluntarily underwent the ut» 
moſt wretchedneſs and peril, and committed the molt 
fAagrant crimes, to ſooth the barbarous pride of a fellow- 
creature, his ſuperior in nothing but the power he deriv- 
ed from the ſubmiſſion of ſuch wretches as him. Tae 
foldier was very much affronted at the liberty I took with 


| his king, which he ſaid nothing but my ignorance could 


excuſe : He affirmed that the characters of princes were 
ſacred, and ought not to be profaned by the cenſure of 
their fubjets, wuo were bound by their allegiance to. 
obey their commands, of what nature ſoever, without 
ſcruple or repining.—And adviſed me to correct the re- 
bellious principles 1 had imbibed among the * 
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for their infolence to their kings, were notorions all over 


the world, even to a proverb. 


In vindication of my countrymen, 1 repeated all the 


arguments commonly uſed to prove that every man has 
2 a natural right toliberty; that allegiance and protection 


are reciprocal; that when the mutual tie is broken by 
the tyranny of the king, he is accountable fo the people 
for his breach of contre ct, and ſubject to the penalty oft he 
law; and that thoſe inſurreQions of the Englith, which 
are branded with the name of rebellion, by the flaves of 
arbitrary power, were-no other than glorious efforts to 
reicue that independence which was their birthright, 
from the ravenous claws of uſurping ambition. The 
Frenchman, prevoked at the little deference I paid tothe 
kingly name, loſt all patience and reproached me ia ſuch 
a manger, that my temper forſook me, and I clenched 
wy 6k, with an intention to give him a hearty box on 
the ear. Perceiving my deſign, he ſtarted back, and 


demanded a parley ; upon which I checked my indigna- 


tion, and he gave me to underſtand that a Frenchman 
never forgave a blow z therefore, if I was not weary of 
my lite, I would do well to ſpare him that mortification, 


and do bim the honour ot meaſuring his ſword with 


mine, like a gentleman. I took his advice, and followed 


him to a field hard by, where indeed I was athamed at 


ie pititul figure of my antagoniſt, who was a poor, little, 
ivering creature, decrepit with age, and blind of one 
eye. —— But I ſoon found the folly ot judging from ap- 
pearances; being at the ſecond paſs wounded in the 
fword- hand, and immediately diſarmed with ſuch a jerk, 
that I thought the joint was diſlocated.— I was no lets 
confounded than enraged at this event, eſpecially as my 
adverlary did not bear his ſucceſs with all the moderation 


that might have been expected ; for he infited upon my 


aſk ing pardon for affronting his king and him. nis 


 P)opolal I would by no meaus comply with, but told him 


it was, a mean condeicenſion, which no gentleman in his 
circumitances ought to propoſe, nor any in my ſituation 


ought to, perform; — and that if he perſiſted in his un- 
generous demand, IL would in my turn claim ſatistaction 


v ith my mulket,when we ſhould be more upon a par than 
With the iword, of which he ſeemed ſo much matter. 
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Vn order to be revenged T learn the ftience of defence. 


We join the Mareſchal Duc de Noailles are engag- 
ed with the allies at Dettingen, and put to flight———the 
behaviour of the French ſoldiers on that occaon 1 
induſtrioufly ſeek another combat with the old Gaſcon, and 
vanguiſh him in my turn—our regiment is put into uin · 
ter quarters at Rheims, where I find my friend Strap 
vur recognition, he ſupplies me with money, and procures 
my . ae We take a trip to Paris ; from whence 
by the way of Flanders we ſet out for London, where we 


ab arrive. 


1 E was diſconcerted at this declaration, to which he 
- 4 made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, among 


whom he recounted his victory with many exaggerations. 
and gaſconades ; while I, taking up my word, went to 


my quarters, and examined my wound, which I found 


vas of no conſequence. The ſame day, an Iriſh drummer, 


having heard ot my mis fortune, viſited me, and after have 
ing condoled me on the chance of war, gave me to un- 
derſtand, that he was maſter of his ſword, and would in 


a very ſhort time inſtru& me ſo thoroughly in that noble 


ſcience, that 1 ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the old Gaſeon 
for his infoleot boaſting at my expence. This friendly 


office he proffered on pretence ot the regard he had for 


his countrymen; but I afterwards learned the true mo» 


tive was no other than a jealouſy he entertained of a cor- 


reſpondence between the Frenchman and his wife, which 
he did not think proper to reſent in perſon. Be this as 


it vill, I accepted his offer, and practiſed his leſſons with 


ſuch applicatidn, that I ſoon believed myſelf a match for 
my conqueror.— In the mean time we contigued our 


march, and arrived at the camp of Mareſchal Noailles, 
the night before che battle of Dettingen. Not withſtand - 


ing the fatigue we had undergone, our regiment was. 
one of thoſe that were ordered next day to eroſs the river, 
under the command of ihe: Duc de Gramoat, to take 
poſſe ſſion of a narrow defile, through which the allies 
mult of neceſſity have paſſed 4 a great diſadvantage, or 


Vor, II. remain 
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remain where they were, and periſh for want of proviſion 
if they would not condeſcend to ſurrender at diſcretion. 
Ho they ſoffered themſelves to be pent up in this 


manner, it is not my province to relate; I ſhaſl only 


obſerve, that when we had taken poſſeſſion of our ground. 
J heard an old officer in converſation with another, ex- 
preſs a ſurpriſe at the conduct of Lord Stair, who had the 
reputation of a good general. But it ſeems, at this time, 
that nobleman was over ruled, and only aQed in an in- 
ferior charatter ; ſo that no part of the blame could be 
imputed to him, who declared his diſapprobation of the 
fiep, in conſequence of which the whole army was in the 
utmoſt danger; but providence-or deſtiny acted miracles 
in their behalf, by diſpoſing the Duc de Gramont toquit 
his advantageous poſt, paſs the defile, and attack the 
Engliſh, who were drawn up in order of battle on the 
plain, and who handled us fo roughly that after having 
Joti a great pumber of men, we turned our backs without 
ceremony, and fled with ſuch precipitation, that many 


hundreds periſhed in the river, through pure fear and 


, - confuſion; for the enemy was ſo generous, that they did 
not purſue us one inch of ground; and if our conſterna - 
tion would have permitted, we might have retreated with 
great order and deliberation.— But notwithſtanding the 
royal clemency of the king of Great Britain, who head ; 
ed the allies 4n perſon, and, no doubt, put a ſtop to the 


carnage, our Joſs amounted to 5000 men, among whom 


were many officers of diſtinction. - Our miſcarriage 0+ 


pened 2 paſſage for the foe to Hanau, whither they im- 


me diately marched, leaving their fick and wounded to 
the care of the French, who next day took poſſeſſion of 
the field of battle, buried the dead, and treated the living 
with humanity.— This cir cumſtance was a great conſola · 
tion to us, who thence took occaſion to claim the victory; 
and the genius of the French nation never appeared more 
con ſpicuous than now, in the rhodomontades they utter» 
ed on the iubject of their generoſity and courage: Every 
man, (by his own account) performed feats that eclipſed 
all the heroes of antiquity. - One compared himſelf to a 
lion retiring at leiſure from his cowardly purſuers, who 
keep at a wary diſtance, and gall aim with their darts.— 
Another likened himſelf to a bear that retreats . 
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face to the enemy, who dare not aſſail bim; and the 
third aſſumed the character of a deſperate tag that turns 
vponthe hounds and keeps them at bay, —— There was 
not a private ſoldier engaged, who had not by theproweſs 
of his ſingle arm demoliſhed a whole platoon, or put a 
ſquadron of horſe to flight: and among others, the 
meagre Gaſcon extolled his exploics above thoſe of Hers 
cules or Charlemagne. As I till retained my re- 
ſentment for the diſgrace I ſuffered in my laſt rencontre 
with him, and now that I thought myſelf qualified, long- 
ed for an opportunity to retrieve my honour; I magnifi- 
ed the valour of the Englith with all the hyperboles 1 


couldimagine, and dect ied the puſillanimity of the French 


in the ſame tile, comparing them to hares flying before 
grey hounds, or mice purſued by cats; and paſſed an irani- 
cal compliment on the ſpeed he exerted in his flight, 
which, coolidering his age and infirmities, I ſaid was ſur- 
prifing.—He was ſtung to the quick by this ſarcaſm, and 


with an air of threatening diſdain, bade me know myſelf 


better, and rememher the correction | had already receiv- 
ed from him for my inſolence; for he might not always 
be in the humour of ſparing a wretch who abuſed his 
dneſs. To this inuendo I made no reply but by a 
kick in the breech, which overturned him in an inſtant. 
He ſtarted up with wonderful agility, anddraw- 


ing his ſword, attacked me with great fury: Several 


people interpoſed, but when he informed them of its be- 
ing an affair of honour, they retired and left us to decide 
the battle by ourſelves. I ſuſtained bis onſet with little 
damage, having only received a ſmall ſcratch on my 
right thoulder, and ſeeing his breath and vigour almoſt 
exhaulied, aſſaulted him in my turn, cloſed with him, and 
vreſted his ſword out of his hand in the ſtruggle. — Hav- 
ing thus acquired the victory, I deſired him to beg his life; 
to u hich demand he made no anſwer, but ſhrugged up 


nis ſhoulders to bis ears, expanded bis hands, elevated 


7 (kia on his forehead and eye - brows, and depreſſed 
the corners of his mouth in ſuch a manner, that I could 

icarce refrain from laughing aloud at his groteſque appear= 
ance.— That I might, however, mortity his vanuy, whick 
triumphed u ithout bounds over my misfortune, 1 thruk 


bis tword up io the hilt in ſomething (it was not a 9 
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that lay ſmoaking on the plain, and joined the reſt of 
the ſoldiers with an air of tranquility and indifference. 

There was nothing more of moment attempted by ei- 
ther of the armies during the remaining part of the 
campaign,which being ended, the Engliſh marched back 
to the Netherlands; part of our army was detached to 
French Flanders; and our regiment ordered into win- 
ter-quarters in Champagne. It was the fate of the gre- 
nadier company, to-which I now belonged, to lie at 
Rheims, where I found myſelf in the utmoſt want of e · 
very thing: My pay, which was five ſols a day, far from 
4lupplying me with neceſſaries, being ſcarce ſufficient to 
procure a wretched ſubſiſtence, to keep ſoul and body 


together; ſo that I was, by hunger and hard duty, re - 


duced to the meagre condition of my fellow ſoldiers, and 
my linen brought from three tolerable ſhirts to two pair 
of ſleeves and necks, the bodies being long ago converted 


into ſpatterdaſhes.; and after all I was better provided 


than any private man in the regiment.—In this urgency 
of my affairs, I wrote to my uncle in England, tho' my 
hopes from that quarter were not at all ſanguine, for 
the reaſons I have already explained, and in the mean 
time had recourſe to my old remedy patience, conloling 
myſelf with the flattering ſuggeſtions ot a lively imagi - 
Nation, that never abandoned me in my diftreſs. 

One day, while I Rood centinel at the gate of a gene- 
ral officer, a certain nobleman came to the dopr, followed 
by a gentleman in mourning, to whom, at parting, he 


faid, ** You may depend upon my good offices.” — This 


aſſurance was anſwered by a low bow of the perſona in black 
who turning to go away, diſcovered to me the individual 
countenance of my-old friend Strap.— I was ſo much a- 
Konilhed. at the fight, that I loſt the power of utterance, 


and before I could -recolle& my ſelt, he was gone without 


taking any notice of me.—Indeed, had be aid, I ſcarce - 


ly thould have ventured to accoſt him; becauſe, though 


I was perteQly acquainted with the features of his face, 


I could not be poſitive as to the reſt-of his perſon, which 


was very much altered for the better, ſince he left me 
at London; neither could I conceive by what means he 
was enabled to appear in the ſphere of a gentleman, to 


which, while I knew him, he had-not even the ambition 
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to aſpire. But I was too much concerned in the affair to 


negle& further information, and therefore took the firſt 


opportunity of aſking the porter if he knew the gentleman 


to whom the marquis ſpoke. The Swiſs told me, his name 
was monſienr d' Eſtrapes, that he had been valet de chambre 
toan Engliſh gentleman lately deceaſed, and that he was 
very much regarded by the marquis for his fidelity to his 
maſter, between whom and that nobleman a very intimate 
friendſhip had ſubſiſted-- Nothing could be more agreeable 
to me than this piece of intelligence, which banithed all 
doubt of its being my friend, who had found means to 
frenchify his name as well as his behaviour, fince we part» 


ed.—A's foon, therefore, as I was relieved, I went to his 


lodging, according to a direction given by the Swiſs, and 


had the good fortune to find him at home. That I might 


9 him the more I-concealed my name and buſineſs. 
and only defired the fervant of the houſe to tell Monſieur 


d' Eſtrapes that Tbegged the honour of half an hour's con · 
verſation with him.— He was confounded at the meſſ ige, 
when he underſtood it was fent by a ſoldier : though he 
was conſcious to himfelfof no crime, all that he had heard: 
of the baſtile appeared to his imagination with aggravat · 
ed horror, and it was not l 


C had waited a conſider - 
able time, that he had reſolution enough to bid the ſer - 
vant ſhew me up airs.—When { entered his chamber. 

he returned my bow with great civility,and endeavoured . 


with forced complaiſfance, to diſguiſe his fear, which ap- 


2 in the paleneſs of his face, the wildneſs of his 
„and the ſhaking. of his limbs. I was diverted at 


his conſternation, which redaubled when I told him in 


French, Lhad bufinefs for his private ear, and demanded 
a particular audience.— Fhe valet being withdrawn, I. 


aſked in the ſame language, if his name was d*Eftrapes, 
he anſwered with a taultering tongue, The ſame, at 
your ſervice.” —* Are you.a Frenchman ?”” (aid I) 


& —I have not the honour of being a Frenchman born 
« but I have aa infinite veneration for the country.” —L 


then defired he would do me the honour to look at me, 


which he no ſooner did, than truck with my appearaace, . 


e ſtarted back, and cried in Engliih, 4 O-Jetus iure 
7550 it can't! No, tis impoſſible “-I ſmiled at his inter · 
jections, ſaying. Ay” you are too much of a geatle- 


33 man 
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«man to own your friend in adverſity”--When he heard 


me pronounce theſe words in our ownlanguage, he leap- 


ed upon me in a tranſport of joy, hung about my neck, 
kifſed me from ear to ear, and blubbered like a ſchool- 
boy who had been whipt,— Then obſerving my dreſs, he 
fet up his throat, crying, * O Lord! O Lord l that ever 


„ ſhould live to ſee my deareſt friend reduced to the 


4 condition of a foot ſoldier in the French ſerviee! Why 
« did you conſent to my leaving youl But I know the 
4 reaſon— you thought you had got more oreditable 
* friends, and grew aſhamed of my acquaintance.—— 


% Ah! Lord help us! though I was a little ſhort- ſight- 


* ed I was not altogether blind: And though I did not 
« complain, I was not the leſs ſenfible:of: your unkind- 


% neſs, which was indeed the only thing that induced me 


%% ramble abroad, but I muſt own it has been a lucky 


„ ran.-ble for me, and fo I forgive you, and may God 


* forgive you: - O Lord !'O Lord l is it come to thin??? 
— | was nettled at the charge, which, tho? juſt, 1 could 
not help thioking unſeaſonable, and told him with ſome 


tartneis, that whether his ſuſpicions were well or ill 
grounded, he might have choſen a more convenient op- 


Portunity of introducing them :. And that the queſtion 


now was, whether or no he found himſelf diſpoſed to 


aſſiſt me. Diſpoſed!: (replied he with great emotion) 


1 thought you had known. me ſo well, as to aſſuce 
* Fourſelt without aſking, that I, and all that belongs 


*-to me, are at your command.—lIn the mean time, you 


| «4 ſhall dine with me, and L will tell you ſomething that 


„perhaps, will not be difplealing unto. you.“ Then 


_ wringing my hand, he ſaid, It makes. my heart bleed 
© to lee you in that garb !!??—[ thanked him for. his in- 


vitation, which could nog be unwelcome to a perſon who 
had not taſted a comfortable meal theſe ſeven months: 


| but 1 had another requeſt to make, which I begged he 


would grant before dinner, and that was the loan of a 
ſhirt: For although my back had been many weeks a 
ſtranger to any comfort of that kind, my ſkin was not 
yet tamiliariſed to the. want of it. He ltared in my face 
with a woful countenance, at this declaration, which 
he could ſcarce believe, until I had unbuttoned my coat, 


and diiplayed my nakedbody; acircunitancs that ewe, 
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ed the tender- hearted Strap, who, with tears in his eyes, 
ran to a cheſt of drawers, and taking out ſom: linen, 

preſented to me 2 very fine ruffi:d. holland: ſhirt, and 

cambrick.neckcloth, aſſuring me, he had three dozen of 

the ſame at my ſervice. I was raviſhed at this piece of 
news, and having accommodated myſelf in a moment, 
hugged my benefactor for his generous offer, ſaying; I 
was glad to find him undebauched by proſperity, which 
ſeldom fails to corrupt the heart. He beſpoke for din- 
ner, ſome ſoup and bouills, a couple of pullets roaſted, 
and a diſh of aſparagus, and in the interim catertained 
me with biſcuit and burgundy ; after which repaſt he 
entreated me to gratify .his deſire of knowing every cir- 
eumſtance of my fortune fince he left London This re · 


_ queſt I complied with, beginning at' the adventure of 


Gawky, and relating: every particular event in which [ 
had been concerned — day to the preſent hour. 
During the recital, my friend was ſtrongly affected, ac - 
cording to the various ſituations deſcribed: He ſtarted 
with ſurpriſe, glowed with indignation, gaped with cu- 
Tiolity, ſmiled with pleaſure, trea:bled with fear, and 
wept with ſorrow, as the viciſſitudes of my life inſpired 


_ theſe different paſſions 3. and when my ſtory was- ended, 


ſignified his amazement on the whole by lifting uphiseyes 
and hands, and proteiting, that though I was a young 
man, I had ſuffered more than all the bleſſed martyrs. 
After dinner, I deſired in my turn to-know the parti- 
eulars of his peregrination, and he ſatisfied me in a few 
words; he had lived a year at Paris with his maſter who 
in that time having acquired the language, as well as 
the faſhionable exerciſes, to perfection, made a tour of 
France and Holland, during which excurſion, he was 


ſo unfortunate as to meet with three of his own coun - 


trymen on their travels, ia whoſe company he co.nmite 


ted ſuch exceſſes, that his conſtitution failed, and he 


fell into a conſumption ;. that by the advice of phyſicians 


de went to Montpelier. for the benefit of good air, and re- 
covered fo well in fix weeks, that he returned to Rheims 


ſeemingly in good health, where he had not continued 


above a month, when he was ſeized with a looſeneſs, 


that carried him off in ten days, to-the unſpeak ible ſor · 


had 
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' had been very happy in his ſervice, and wiven ſuch fatis- 
faction, that his maſter, on his death bed, recommended 


him to ſeveral perſons of diſtinction for his diligence, ſo- 
briety, and affection, and left him by will, his wearing 
apparel, gold watch, fword, rings, ready money, and all 
the moveables he had in France, to the value of three 
hundred pounds, which I now (ſaid he) in the fight 
of God and man, ſurrender to your abſolute diſpoſal : 
% Here are my keys, take them, and God give you joy 
ot the poſſeſſion.” My brain was almoſt turned by the 
ſudden change of fortune, which I could ſcarce believe 
real: however, I poſitively refuſed this extravagant prof- 
fer of my friend, and put him in mind of my being a 
foldierz at which hint he ſtarted, crying, '** Odſo! that's 
< true—we mult procure your diſcharge. —I have ſome 
© intereſt with a nobleman who is able to do me that fa- 
< vour. We conſulted about this affair, and it was de- 
termined, that Monſieur d' Eſtrapes ſhould wait upon the 
marquis in the morning, and tell him by accident he had 
found his brother, whom he had not ſeen for many years 
before, a private ſoldier in the regiment of Pitardy, and 
implore that nobleman's intereſt for his diſcharge. In 
the mean time we enjoyed ourſelves over a bottle of good 
burgundy, and ſpent the evening in concerting ſchemes 
for our future conduct, ia caſe i ſhould be ſo lucky as to 
get rid of the army.—The buſineſs was to make ourſelves 


. eaſy for lite, by means of his legacy, a taſk very difficult 


and in the uſual methods of laying out money, altoge- 
ther imprafticable ; ſo that after much canvaſſing, we 
could come io no reſolution that night, but when we 


parted, recommended the matter to the ſerious attention 


of each other. As for my own'part, I puzzled my ima- 
gination to no purpole/; when I thought of turning mer - 
chant, the ſmallneſs of our Rock; and the riſk of ſeas, 
enemies, and markets, deterred me from that ſcheme. 


| — It 1 hould ſettle as a ſurgeon in my on country, I 
would find the bulineſs already overitocked ; or if I pre - 


tended to ſet up in England, mult labour under want of 
friends, and powerful oppoſition, obſtacles unſurmouut- 
able by the moſt thining merit; neĩther thould [tucceed 
in my endeavours to riſe in the (tate, inafmuch' as L 
could neither flatter nor pimp tor courtiers, nor proiti - 
tute 
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tute my pen in defence of a wicked and contemptible ad - 
miniſtration. — Before I could form any feaſible project, 
I fell aſleep, and my fancy was blefſ-d with the image 
of the dear Nareiſſa, who ſeemed to ſmile upon my paſ- 
flon, and offer her hand as a reward for all my toils. 
Early in the morning. I went to the lodgings of my 
friend, whom | found exulting over his happy invention: 
for I no ſooner entered bis apartment than he addreſſed ' 
himſelf to me in theſe words, with a ſmileof ſelf applauſe: 


„„ Well, Mr. Random, a Jucky thought may come into 


4% fool's head ſometimes, I have hit it — I' hold you a 
* button my plan is better than yours for all your learn · 
6 ing. — But you ſhall have the preference in this as in 
4% all other things ; therefore proceed, and let us know - 
« the effects of your meditation - and then I will inpart 
« my own ſimple excogitations.” I told him, that not 
one thought had occurred to me which deſerved the leaſt 
notice, and ſignified my ene to be acquainted” 
with the fruits of his refteQtion . As we have not (ſaid 
be) money ſufficient to maintain us during a tedious 
« expeQaticn, it is my opinion, that a bold puth mni(t be 
* made z and I fee none fo likely to ſucceed as your ap» 
« pearing in the charactecof a gentleman (which is your 
« due) and making your-addreffes to ſome lady of for - 
* tune ho can render you independent at once. — Nay 
don't ſtare— l affirm that this ſcheme is both prudent . 
©« and honourable; tor I would not have you throw 
*« yourſelf away upon an old toothlefs, wheezing dame, 
& whoſe breath. would ſtink you into a conſumption in 
ee leſs than three months; neither would I adviie you to 
i aſſume the character of a wealthy Squire, as your cm» 
* mon fortune hunters do, by which means many a poor - 
« lady is charmed into matrimony, and inſtead of enjoys - 
«-jvg the pomp and grandeur that was promiſed ſees ner 
$ dowry ſeized by her huſband's rapacious creditors, - 
«and herſelf reduced to mileryand deſpair.-- No, I know 
& thar you diſdain ſuch impoſition; and are maſter of 


_ «qualifications both of mind and body, whichalone ea» 


«title you to a match, that will ſet you abovethe world. 
4s —>[havecloaths a duke need not be athamed to wear. 
„believe they will fit you as they are; it not, there are 


= * plenty of raylors in France. -Let us takea thort trip to 
C5 paris, 
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<6 Paris, and provide ourſelves with all other-neceſſa« 
« ries, then ſet out for England, where I intend to do- 
4% myſelf the honour of attending you in quality of a va» 
< Jet. ——- This expedient will ſave you the expence of a 
« ſervant, ſhaving and drefling ; and I doubt not but 
« by rhe bleſſing of Gad, we ſhall bring matters to a 
« ſpeedy and fortunate iſſũe. —Extravagant as this pro: 
poſal was, I liſtened to it with pleaſure, beeauſe it 
flattered my vanity and indulged a ridiculous hope I be> 
gan ta entertain of inſpiring Narciſſa with a mutual flame; 
After breakfaſt, Monfieur, d'Eftrapes went to pay his 
devoirs to the marquis, and was ſo ſucceſsful in his applis 
cation, that I obtained a diſcharge in a few. days; upon 
which we ſet out for Paris. Here I had time to reflect 
and congratulate myſelf upon this ſudden tranſition of 
fate, which to bear with moderation required ſome degree 
of philoſophy and ſelf-denial.— This truth will be more 
obvious, if I give a detail of the partieulars, to the quiet 
poſſeſſion of which I was raiſed im an inſtant, from the 
moſt abje&t miſery and contempt. —My wardrobe con» 
falted ot five faſbjonable coats full mounted, two of which 
were-plain, one of cut velvet, one trimmed with gold, 
and anather with ſilver lace ; two frocks, one of white 
drab with large plate buttons, the other of blue, with gold 
binding : one wailtcoat of gold brocade ; one of blue ſat- 
tin, embroidered-with ſilver ; one of green ſilk, trimmed 
with broad figuned gold lace; one of black fitk, with. 
fringes; one of white ſattin; one of black eloth, and one. 
of ſcarlet; ſix pair of cloth breeches: one pair of crimſon, 
and another of black velvet; twelve pair of white ſilk 
ſtockings, as many of black filk, and the ſame number of 
fine cotton; one hat, laced with gold point 4 Eſpagne, 
another with ſilver · lace ſcolloped, a third with gold bind» 
ing, and a fourth plain; three dozen of fine ruffled ſhirts, 


5 as many neckloths; one dozen of. cambrick nandker - 


chiets, and the like number. of ſilk. The other movea- 
bles which I poſſeſſed by the generoſity and friendſhip of 
Strap, were a gold watch with a.chaſed caſe, two valu- 
able diamond rings, two. mourning ſwords, que with a 
filver handle, and a fourth cut ſteel inlaid with. gold, a 
ciamond ſtock · buckle, and a fet of Rane buckles tor the 
knees and ſhoes; a pair of filver mounted piſtols wichæich 
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honſings ;- a gold headed cane, and a ſnuff bor of tore 
toiſe-ſhell mounted with gold, having the picture of a 
lady in the top. The gentleman left many other things 
of value, which my friend had converted into eaſſi before 
I met with bim; ſo that over and above theſe particu» 
lars, our ſtock in ready money amounted to ſomething 
more than two hundred pounds. | 
Thus equipt; I put on the gentleman of figure, and 
attended by my honeſt friend, who-was contented with 
the Ration of my valet, viſited the Louvre, examined the 
-galleryof Luxemburgh, and appearedat Verſailles, where 
Thad the honour of ſeeing his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty eat 
a conſiderable quantity of olives.— During the month I 
ſpent at Paris, I went ſeveral times to court, the Italian 
comedy, opera, and play-houfe, danced at a maſquerade + 
and, in ſhort, ſaw-every thing remarkable in and about 
the capital..-Then:we ſet out for England by the way 
of Flanders, paſſed through Bruſſels, Ghent and Bruges, 
and took ſhipping at Otend, from whence in fourteen 
hours we arrived at Deal, hired a poſt chaiſe, and in 
twelve hours more got ſafe to London; having diſpoſed. 
oLour heavy baggage in the waggon. 


Finguire for my uncle, and under dand be. ir gone to ſea — - 
tale lodgings at Charing creſs ge te the play, where-- 
T1 meet with an adventure -u at an ordinary; the 
guet deſcribed — —become-acquainted' with. Medlar an 
dothor Wagtail, Oak? ba 


As ſoon as we alighted at the inn, I diſpatched Strap 
14 to inquire for my uacle, at the Union Flag in 
Wapping; and he- retur ned in a little time, with an 
account of. Mr. Bowling's having gone to ſea, mate ot a- 
merchant ſhip, after a long and unſucceſsful application 
and attendance at the admiralty-z where, it ſeems; tne - 
intereſt he depended upon, was not ſuſficient to reintate 
him, or recover the pay that was due to hin when he 
quitted the Vhunder. ITE 1 
Alext day I hired very handſom: ladgiags not far fron 
. C. 6. ; — Charing: 
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Charing-croſs; and in the evening, dreſſed myſelf in a 
2 ſoit of the true Paris cut, and appeared in a front 
x at the play, where I ſaw a good deal of company, and 
was Vain enough to believe that I was obſerved with an 
uncommon degree of attention and applauſe. This ſilly 
conceit intoxicated me fo much, that I was guilty.of a 
thouſand ridiculous coquetries ; and I dare fay, how far 
vourable ſoever the thoughts of the company might be 
at my firſt appearance, they were ſoon changed by my 
abſurd behaviour, into pity or contempt. I roſe and ſac 
down, covered and uncovered my head twenty times 
between the acts; pulled out my watch clapped it to my 
ear. wound it up, ſet it, gave it the hearing again; diſ 
played my ſnuff-box, affected to take ſnuff, that I might 
Have an opportunity of ſhewing my brilliant, and wiped- 
my noſe with a perfumed handkerchief ; then dangled 
my cane, and adjuſted my ſword- knot, and ated many 
more fooleries of the ſame kind, in hopes of obtaining 
the character ofa pretty fellow, in the acquiring of which, 
I found two confaderable obſtructions in my diſpoſitions. 
namely, a-natural reſerve, and jealous ſenſibility. Fain 
would I have entered into converſation with the people 
around me; but I was reſtrained by the fear of being 
cenſured for my aſſurance, as well as by refleQing that 
L was more entitled to a compliment of this kind from. 
them, than they to ſuch condeſcention from a ſtranger 
like me. How often did L'redden at the frequent whiſ- 
pers and loud laughter of my fellow beaus, which Limae. 
gined were excited by me l and how often did I envy the 
happy indifference of thoſe choice ſpirits who behelg the 
diltreſs of the ſcene, without diſrovering the leall Nmp- 
toms of approbation or conceru? Myatitention was engag- 
ed in ſpite of myſelf, and I could not help weeping with. 
| the beroine ot the ſtage; though I practiſed a great many 
ſlats to conceal this piece of unpolite weaknels.— When. 
the play was ended, I. iat waiting for an opportunity of. 
handing ſome lady to her coach; bud every one was at- 
tended by ſuch a number ot officious gallants, that for a 
long time L was baulked in my expectation.— At length, 
however, I perceived a very handiome creature, geateely 
dreſſed, ſittiug by herſelf in a box, at ſome diſtance from. 
me, upon which I went up to her, and offered my ſer- 
| ' VICE, 
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with trifles. This information, o which Lwas to unders 
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vie. She ſeemed to be in ſome confuſion, thanked me 
for my complaiſance, and with a tender look declined 
giving me the trouble; looking at her watch, and teſtify-- 
ing her farpriſe at the negligence of her footman; whom 
ſhe had ordered to have a chair ready for her at that hour. 
I repeated my entreaty with allthe eloquence and com- 
pliment I was maſter of; and in the event ſh» was pre- 
vailed upon to accept of a propoſal I made, to ſend my 
ſervant for a chair or coach: Accordingly Strap was de- 
tached for that purpoſe, and returned without ſucceſs; 
By this time the play houſe was quite empty, and we 
were obliged to retire: A I led her thro' the paſſige, 
Lobſerved five-or ſix young perſons of faſhion, ſtanding 
in a corner, one of whom, as I thought, tipt my charmer 
the wink, and when we were paſt I heard them ſet up a 
loud laugh. —— This note arouſed my attention, and I 
was reſolved to be fully ſatisfied of this lady's character, 
before I ſhould have any other connexion with her.. 
As no convenience appeared, I propoſed to conduct her 
to a tavern, where we might ſtay a few-minutes, till my 
fervant could fetch a coach from the Strand. — She ſeeme-- 
ed particularly ſhy of truſting herſelf in a tavern with a 
ſtrangerʒ; but at laſt yielded to my pathetieremonſtrances, 
rather than endanger her health, by remaining in a cold 
damp thoroughfare. Having thus far ſucceeded, I beg 
ged to know what wine ſhe would be pleaſed to drink a 
glaſs ofz but ſhe profeſſed the greateſt averſion to all ſorts 
of ſtrong liquors ; and it was with much difficulty that I. 
could perſuade her to eat a jelly.— Ta the mean time, I 
eadegpoured to alleviate the uneaſineſi ſhe diſcovered, by 
fayicN al the agreeable things I could think of; at which 
the would often ſigh, and regard me with a languiſhing- 
look, that ſeemed however too near akin to the lewd leer 
of a courteaan. This diſeovery added to my former ſuſe 
picion, while it put me upon my guard againſt her arts, 
di ve ded me of reſerve, and enabled me to entertain her 


with-gaiety and freedom. In the courſe of our conver- 


ſation, I preſſed her to allow me the honour: of waiting. 
upon her next day, at her lodgings, a requeſt, which ſhe, :. 
with many apologies, retuſed, lett it ſhould give umbrage 
to Sir John, who was of a ditpohtion apt to be fretted 


tand.. 


— 
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ſtand that her huſband was a knight, did'not check my* 
addreſſes, which became more and moreimportunate, and 
I was even hardy enough to raviſh a kiſs. But, O hea- 
vens ! inftead of banqueting on the ambroſial flavour 
that her delicacy of complexion promiſed, I was almoſt 
ſuffocated with the ſteam of Geneva! An exhalation of 
this kind from a mouth which had juſt before declared an? 
utter abhorrence of alf ſpirituous liquors; not only chang- 
ed my doubts into'certainty, but my raptures into I6aths: 
ing; and it would have been impoſſible for me to have 
preſerved common complaiſance five minutes longer, 
when my ſervant returned with the coach. I took the 
advantage of this occaſion, and preſented my hand to the 
lady, who put in practice againſt me the whole artillery: - 
of her charms, ogling, languiſhing, ſighing, and queer» 
ing, with ſo little reſerve, that Strap perceived her tender - 
neſs, and rubbed his hands with joy as he followed us to 
the door; but I was proof againſt all her endearments, 
and handed her into the ebach with an intention to take 
my leave immediately. She gueſſed my deſign, and in- 
vited me to her houſe, whiſpering, that now Sir John 
was gone to bed, ſhe could have the pleafure of my con- 
verſation for half an hour, without interruption. I told 
her there was no mortification I would not undergo, 
rather than endanger the repoſe of her ladyſhip; and 
bidding the coachman drive on; wiſhed her a good night. 
be loſt all temper at my indifference, and topping the 
coach at the diſtance of about twenty yards from me, 
popped out her head, and bawled with the lungs of a ſiſh- 
woman, Damn you, you dog, won't you pay the cgach»- 
«© hire?” As I made no anſwer, ſhe held forth again{- 
me with an eloquence peculiar to herfelf; calling me: 
pitiful fellow, ſcoundrel, and and hundred ſuch appella . 
tions; concluding wich an oath, that for all my appear - 
ance, ſhe. believed I had got no money in my pocket. 
Having thus vented her indignation, ſhe ordered the: 
coachman to proceed, and.I returned to the tavern, where 
E beſpoke ſomething for ſupper, very well pleaſed at the 
Hue of this adventure. I diſp-nſed with the attendance: 
of the waiter at table, on preteace that my own ſervant 
was preſent, and when we were alone, ſaid to Strap, 
* Well, Monſieur d' Eſtrapes, what do ou think of this 
5 — « lady 2? P 
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lady My friend, who had not opened his month 


fince her departure, could make no other reply than the- 
monoſyllable-** Think;“ which he pronounced with a 


note of fear and ſurpriſe. Amazed at this emphaſis, I 


ſur veyed my valet, and pereeiving a wildneſs1n his looks, 
aſked if he had ſeen his grandfather's ghoſt ? © Ghoſt + 
« (ſaid he) Fam fare I have ſeema devil incarnate !' Who- 
& would have thought that ſo much-deviliſh malice and 
& Billinſgate could lurk under ſuch ſweetneſs of coun-, 
t tenarice-andmodeſty of behaviour? Ah! God help us!. 
& Fronts nulla ſides - nimium ne crede eolori but we ought- 
t to dawn on our knees and bleſs God for delivering us 
ci from the jaws of that painted ſepulchre.?”'—T u as pret- 
ty much of Strap's opinion, and tho“: I did not: believe: 
myſelf in any danger from the allurements of that ſiſter- 
hood, I determined to act with great circumſpeQion for 
the future, and ſhun all commerce of that kind, as equal - 
ly prejudieial to my purſe and conſtitution- l 
My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet of- 
good acquaintance; for which purpoſe I frequented a. 
certain coffee · houſe, noted for the reſort of good com» 
pany, Engliſh as well as foreigners, where my appearance 


procured all the civilities and advances I could deſire. 


As there was an ordinary in the ſame houſe, I went up 
fairs to dinner wich the other gueſts, and found myſelf 
at a table, with thirteen people, the greate part of whom 
were botter dreſſed than myſelf.— The converſation, 

which was- moſtly carried on in French, turned chiefly. 


on politics; and [ſoon found the whole company was in 


the French interest, except myſelf, aud ately old gentle- 
man, who contradicted every -/ thing advanced in favour 
of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. with a (arlineſs truly En- 
gliſn.— But this truſty, patriot, who had never been out 


cot his own; country, and drew all his maxims and no- 


tions from prejudice and hearſay, was very unequal to 
his antagoniſts, who were ſuperior to him in learning 
and experience, and often took. the liberty of travellers, 
in aſſertiug thiags which were not ſtrictly true, becauſe - 
they thought themſelves in no danger of being detected 
hy him. The claicn of the queen of Spain to the Auſtrian 
dominious in Italy was fully explained aud viadicated, 


hy. a perſon who ſat oppolite to me, and by the ann 


os 
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of his manner, and the richneſs of his apparel, ſeemed to 
de a foreign ambaſſador. This differtation produced 
another on the Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great 
warmth by a young gentleman at my right hand, dreſſed 
in a green frock trimmed with gold, who jaltiSed the 
French king for his breach of that contract; and affirmed 
that he could not have obſerved it, without injuring his. 
own glory. Although I was not at all convinced by this. 
gentleman's arguments, I could not help admiring his 
vivacity, which I ĩmagined muſt be the effect of his illuſe 
trious birth and noble education, and accordingly rated 
him in my conjecture a's a young prince on his travels. 
The diſcourſe was afterwards ſhifred by an old gentle» 
man of a very martial appearance, to the laſt campaign, 
when the battle of Dettingen was fought over again, with 
ſo many circumſtances to the honour of the French, and 
diſadvantage of the Allies, that l began torentertain ſome _ 
doubts of my having been there in perſon; and took 
the liberty to mention ſome objections to what he advan- 
ced.— This freedom introduced a diſpute, which laſted a- 
while, to the mortification of all preſent; and was 
at laſt referred to the determination of a grave perſon, 
whom they ſited doctor, and who under a ſhew of great 
moderation, decided it againſt me, with fo little regard to 
truth, that I taxed him with partialky in pretty ſevere 
terms, to the no ſmall entertainment of the true Engliſh: 
politician, who rejoiced at my defenee of a cauſe he had 
ſo often eſpouſed without ſucceſs ; my opponent, pleaſed 
with the victory he bad gained, affected a great deal of 
eandour, and told me, he ſhould not have been ſo poſitive, 
had not been at great pains to inform himſelf of each 
particular.—* Indeed (ſaid he) Lam convinced that, the 
«previous ſtep conſidered,thingscould not happen other- 
« wiſe; for we generals who have ſeen ſervice, though 
«we be not on the ſpot ourſelves, know by the leaſt 
«ſketch of the diſpoſition, what muſt be the event.” — He 
then cenſured with great freedom, every cireumſtance of 
the condu@ of thoſe who commanded the Allies ; from 
thence made a tranſition to the mĩnĩſtry, which he honour- 
ed with many invectives, for employing people who had 
neither experience nor capacity, to the prejudice of old 


omcers who had been diſtinguiſhed for buth 5 dropt many 


oO OGG Ta ang RR - 
<<. * oy F4 * 
—— a — * 
« 


- 

* 0 ro — ——ů —— Ren 

_ N 3 
* 1 wed a — Y 1 Pd — m A 7 — 
r a — Ge — Py n — EY 
— a — — _ 1 n * _ * 
” — eee ——_ — 
— — - 
i” 4 a 
N * 


* 


0 


F 


RODERICK RANDOM 6 


hints of his own importance; and concluded with obſerv- 


ing, chat the French and Spaniards knew better how to- 


ia the conqueſts they gain, and the admirable diſcipline 


of their troops, who are at the ſame time better clothed. - 


and paid than any foldiers inthe univerfe. Theſe remarks. 

ve the green knight an opportunity of launching out 
in the praiſe of the French government in general, civil 
as well as military; on which occaſion he made. many 
odious compariſons to the diſadvantage of the Engliſh: 
Every body, almoſt, aſſented to the obſervations he made, 
and the doctor gave his ſanction, by ſaying, the people 
in France were undoubtedly the happieſt ſubjects in the 
world. I was ſo much aſtoniſhed and confounded at 
their infatuation and effrontery, that had not power 
to utter one word in oppoſition to their aſſertions ; but 
my moroſe aſſociate could not put up with tae indigaity 
that was offered to Oid England, and therefore with a. 
ſatirical grin addreſſed himſelf to the general in theſe 
words: 4 Sir, Sir, I have often heard it faid, She's a til. 
4% [anous bird that beſoult her own ne. As for what 
„% thoſe people who are foreigners ſay, I don't raind it, 


«© they kuow no better; but you who were bred and 


« born, and have got your bread under the Engliſh go · 
4% vernment, ſhould have more regard to gratitude: as. 
« well as truth, in cenſuring your native country. If the 
% miniftry have thought fit to lay you afide, I" ſuppoſe 


© they have their owa reaſons for fo doiag ; and you. 


© ought to remember that you ſtill live oa che bounty of 
© this nation. As for theie gentlemen (meaning the 


4 conſtitution, laws, and genius of che people, Lthink they 
might the w a little more reſpect for their bene factors, 
a who, I mnuſt on, are to blame in harbouring proces 

ing and encouraging ſuch ungrateful vagrants as they 
4% are.“ — At theſe words the chevalicc in green ſtarted 


up in a great paſſion, and laying his hand on the hilt of i. 
hanger, exclaimed, . Ha, foutref? Phe Eugliſh nan a 


the other hand, graſping his cane, cried; ** Don foutre- 
% mc, ſirrah, or, by G—d, III Knock you down,” — une 
company interpoled, the Freach.niutat 40% again, aud. 


his antaganiſt went on . Look ee, Al onũcury you ỹ e 


% very. 


value generals of merit; the good effects of which are ſern 


3 4 prince and ambaſfador]) who make ſo free with our 
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„very well that had you dared to ſpeak fo freely of tire | 
© adminiftration of your own country in Paris, as you 
es have done of ours in London, you would have been 
es ſent to the Baſlile without ceremony, where you might 
have rotted in a dungeon, and never ſeen the light of 
* the ſun again. Now, Sir, take my word for it, al- 
tte tho? our conſtitution ſcreens us from ſuch oppreſſion, 
n we want not laws to chaſliſe. the authors of ſeditious 
« diſcourſe ; and if I hear another. ſyllable out of your 
s mouth, in contempt or prejudice of, this kingdom, 1 
„ will give you a convincing proof of what L advance, 
1] „ and have you laid by the heels for your preſumption.” 
— \ BF his, ſpeech had an effect on the company as ſudden- 
as ſurpriſing. The young prince became ſupple as a ſpa- 
18 niel, the ambaſſador trembled, the general ſat ſilent and 
3 li abaſhed, and the doctor, who it ſeems had felt the rod of 
| i power, grew pale as death, and affured us all, that he 
: WM ad no intention to affront any perſon or people Four 
1 4 principles, doctor, (reſumed the old gentleman) are no 
| i L ſecret= L have nothing to ſay upon that head; 
e but am very much ſurpriſed, that a man who deſpiſes 
| « us ſo mucb, ſhould notwithſtanding live among us, 
hen he has no viſible motive for ſo doing — Why. dont 
| « you take up your habitation in your beloved France, 
4 * where you may rail at England without cenſure ?” — 
To this remoniirance the doctor thought proper to make 
no reply; and an unſocial ſilence eniued ; which I per- 
ceivings took notice, that it was a pity ſuch idle diſpuies, 
maintained very often through whim or diverſion, thould 
create any.miſunderſtanding among gentlemen. of good 
ſeaſe ; and promiled to drink down all animoſity in an- 
43 1 other bottle. This motion was applauded by the whole 
1 company: The wine was brought, and the Engliſh cham- 
119 pion declaring he had no ſpleen, againſt any man for | 
' _ differing ia opinion from him, auy, more chan for dif-. 
' ference of complexion, drank to the good health of all 
preſent z the compliment was returned, and the conver- "1 
lation once more became unreſerved, tho? more general 
than betore. Among other topicks, the ſubjet- of war 
was introduced, on which the general declamed with 
great cloquence, recounting many ot his own exploits by 
iluutcauion, Ia the. courie of bis harangitc he 
2 - __ happened. 


* 
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happened to mention the word epaulement, upon which 
the teſty gentleman aſked the meaning of that term. 
« 11] tell you what an epaulement is (replied-he)—TI ne- 

4 yer ſaw an epaulement but once—and that was at the 
« fiege of Namur—in a council of war, Monſ. Cohorn, 
ie the famous engineer, affirmed that the place could not 
& be taken. “ Yes, (ſaid the prince of Vaudemont) it 
* may be-taken by an epaulement.” This was immedi» 
« ately put in execution, and in twenty · four hours, Ma · 
e reſchal Boufflers was fain to capitulate.” Here he 
made a full op, and the old gentleman repeated the 
queſtion, © But pray what is an epautement?—— Do 
this interrogation the officer made no-immediate reply, 
but rung the bell, and called for a bill, which being 
brought, he threw down his proportion of thereckoning, 
and telling the company, he would ſhew them-an-epaule- 
ment when his majeſty ſhould think fit to entruſt him 

_ with the command of our army abroad, ſtrutted off.with- 
great dignity. I could not imagine why he was ſo ſhy 

of explaining one of the moſt ſimple terms of fortificact- 


* on z which I forthwith deſcribed as a fide-work compoſ · 


ed of earth, gabions, or faſcines ; but I was very much. 
fur priſed when I. afr:rwards underſtood that his refer ve 
proceeded from his ignorance. Having paid our bill, we 
adjourned to the coffee - room, where my fellow - labourer 
intiſted on treating me with a diſh, giving me to under - 
ſtand at the ſame time, that I had acquired his good op- 
nion, both with reſpect to my principles and underitands 
ing- I thanked him for his compliment, and profeſſiag 
myſelf an utter (tranger ia this p irt of the world, bag. 
ged he would be fo good as to iaformime of tue quality 
and characters of tae people who dined above. Tais re- 
queſt was a real. favour to- one of his diſpoſitĩion, which. 
was no Jeſs communicative than curious; he therefore 
complied with great ſatisfactioa, and told me to my e 
treme aſtoniſhment, that the ſuppoſed youag prince was 
a dancer at one of the theatres; and the ambaifadoe no 
other than a fidler belonging to the opera. Phe doc · 
% tor. (ſaid he) is a Roman cacholic prieit, who ſomstim:s 
appears iu the charactzr-ot an otticer, an4afſan:s the 
% name of captain; buc more generally takes the garb, 
title, and benaviour of a. puflician, in wuich capacity 
: a '« hg: 
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4c he wheedles himfelf into the confidence of weak mind 
« ed people, and by arguments noleſs ſpecious than falſe 
* converts them from their religion and allegiance. He 
© has been in the hands of juſtice more than once for 


* ſuch practices; but he is a fly dog, and manages matters- | 


72 
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«* with ſo much craft, that hitherto he has eſcaped for a. 
6& ſhort impriſonment. As for the general, you may ſee 
% he has owed his promotion more to his intereſt than 
„% his capacity; and now that the eyes of the miniſtry are- 
opened, his friends dead, or become inconfiderable, he. 
« is ſtruck off the lift, and obliged to put up with a- 
« yearly penſion ; in. conſequence of this reduction, he 
is become malecontent,andinveighs againſtthe govern- 
* ment in all companies, with fo little difcretion, that 
am ſurpriſed at the lenity of the adminiſtration in 
« overlooking his inſolence z but the truth of the matter 
« js, he owes his ſafety to his weakneſs and want of im- 
44 portanee.— He has ſeen a little, and but a little ſervice, 
46 and yet it you will take his word for it, there has not 
been a great action performed in the field ſince the 
Revolution, in which he was not principally concern» 
„ed. When a Rory is told of any great general, he im» 
0 mediately matches it with one ot himſelf, though he 
is often unhappy in his invention, and commits ſuch. 
4 groſs blunders in the detail, that every body is in pain 
tor him. Ceſar, Pompey, and Alezander the Great 
are continuaily in his mouta ; and he reads a good 
en deal without any judgment to digeſt it, his ideas are 
% confuſed, and his harangues as unintelligible as infi- 
4 nite ; once he begins, there is no chance of his leaving. 
4 off. ſpeaking, while one perſon remains to yield atten» 
* tion z theretore the only expedient I. xd tor putting 


% a ſtop to. his-loquacity, is to lay hold ot. ſome incon+ L 


% gruity he has uttered, and demand an explanationz or 
s atk che meaning of {ome difficult term that he knows. 


by name only: this method will effeQually put him 


4s toſilence ii not to flight, as it happened when I enquir - 


* ed about an epauterment. Had he been acquainted with. 
« thy tignitication ot that word, his triumpa would have: 


« been intolerable, and we mud have quitted the field 

„ ficit, or been worried with impertinence.” — Having 

| thy gratified: m curiofity, tac ole gentleman began to 
| Qucover: 
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diſcover his own, in queſtionsrelating to myſelf, to which 
I thought proper to return ambignous anſwers, —* L 
i preſume, dir, (ſaid he) you have travelled.” -I an- 
ſwered, © Yes.” 1 dare ſay, you would find it very 
JF © expenſive,” (ſaid he.) -I replied, ** To be ſure, one 
„ cannct travel without money.” —* That I know by 
experience (ſaid he) for I myſelf take a trip to Bath or 
„ Tunbridge every ſeaſon 5 and one mult pay ſauce for 
& © what he has on the road as well in other countries as in 
„this That's a very pretty ſtone in your ring, —give 
« (ne leave, Sir—the French have attained a wonderful | 
„ ſkill in making compoſitions of this kind. Why, this | 
„ looks almoſt as well as a diamond.“ Almo as well, 
Sir, (ſaid I) why not altogether?—V'm ſure if you une 
A deritand any thing of jewels, you mult perceive at fir 
«fight that this Rone is a real diamond, and that of a 
„% , ry fine water. Take it in your hand, and examine 
« jt.” He did fo, with ſome confuſion, and returned it, 
ſaying, “ I aſk your pardon, I ſee it is a true brilliant ot 
E * immenſe value.” -I imagined his reſpe& for me in- 
creaſedafter this inquiry; therefore to captivate his eſteem 
the more, I told him, I would ſhew him a ſeal of compoſi- 
tion, engraved after a valuable antique; upon which L 
pulled out my watch with a rich gold chain, adorned with 
three ſeals ſet in gold, and an opal ring. · Hs viewed them 
with great eagerneſs, handled the chain, admired the 
3 chaſed.caſe, and obſerved chat the whole mullfhave colt 
me a vaſt ſum of money. I affected indifference, and re- 
plied in a careleſs manner, Some trifle ot ſixty or ſe- 
«* .venty guineas.“ He ſtared ia my face, and aſked if I 
was an Engliſhman? I anſwered, No, “ You are from 
Ireland then, Sir, I preſume,” (ſaid he.) I made the 
lame reply. O! perhaps (ſaid he) you was born ig one 
« of our ſettlements abroad.” -I (till anſwered, No. — 
H: ſeemed ſurpriſed, and ſaid, he was ſure I was not a 
foreigner. —L made no reply, but left him u20a the tea - 
tcerhooks of impatient uucertainty.— He could not con - 
7 ctain his anziety, but aſking pardon for tue liberties he had 
2 taken, and to encourage me the more to diſeloſe my ſitua · 


tion, diſplayed his own without reſer ve. L am (laid he) 
d 3 * a ſingle man, have a-conliderabie annuity, on whica = 
4 el live according to my o iacliaationy and make the 
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er ds of the year meet very comfortably.— As I have 
1 no efiate to leave behind me, I am not troubled with 
« the in pcrtunate cfficicuſneſs cf relations, or legacy. 
«© unters, and Icoriider-the world as made for me, not 
«me {cr it; it is my*maxzim therefore to er joy it while 
4] can; at d let ſuturity ſhift ſor irſelf. . While he thus 
indulged his cwn ta}kativenefs, and at the ſame time, no 
doubt, expected a retaliation from me; a yuung man en- 
tered Crefſed in black velvet and an enormous tye wigy 
with an air in which natural levity and affected ſolem - 
vity were ſo jun bled together, that on the whole he ap» 
peared a burleſque on all Cecorum. This ridieulous od- 
diiy darced up to the table at which we ſat, and after 
a thouſand grimaces, z{ked my friend, by the name of 
Mr. Medlar, if ve were engaged upon buſineſs. —My 
compar ion put on a furly countenance and rephed, 
No great buſineſs, doctor Oi then {cried the phy- 
a ſician) I muſt beg your indulgence a ſitile, pray par- 
don me, gentlemen, — . Sir, (ſaid he, addreſſing him- 
« ſelf to me) your molt humble ſervant, I hope you will 
« fot give me, Sir ] muſt beg the tavour to fir—Sir— 
J have ſomething of conſequence to imparttomy friend 
« Mr. Medlar— dir, I hope you will excuſe my freedom 
« jn u hiſpering, Sir.” — Before I had time to give this 
complaitant perſon my permiſſion, Mr. Medlar cried, 1'l} 
„ have no wiiſpering—If you have any thing to ſay to 
« me, ſpeak with an audible voice.” — The dector ſeem - 
ed a littte difconcerted at this exclamation, and turning 
gain to me made a thouſand apologies for pretending 
to make myſtery of any thing, a piece of caution which 
le ſaid was owing to his ignorance of my connexion with 
Mr. Medlar; tut now he underhood 1 was a friend, be 
weuld communicate what he had to ſay, in my hearing. 
He then began, in this manner: — “ You muſt know, 
dir, I am juſt come from dinner at my lady Flariet's, 
„, then acarciling himſelf to me) a lady of quality 
« Sir, at u hoie table 1 have the henour of dining ſome» 
„ titces.— There was lady Staicly and my lady Larum, 
„rd Mrs. Dainty, and Mils Diddy Gigler, upon my 
+ vord, 4 very good natured young lady, with a very 
„ fielty {criune, Sir — here was 4:10 my lord diraddle, 
* tirJokg Shrug and maker Billy Cnatter, whois actually 
* »ayecay 
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et a very facetious young gentleman. —So, Sir, her la · 
„ dyſhip ſeeing me exceſſively fatigued, for the was the 
« [aſt of fifteen patients whom I had viſited this foce - 
© noon, —infiſted upon my ſtaying dinner, tho” I pro» 
« teſt I had no appetite 3 however, in conpliance with 
« her ladyſhip's requeſt, Sir, I ſat dowa, and the con · 
« yerſation turning on different ſabj:&s, among other 
« things, Mr. Chatter aſked very earneſtly when I ſaw 
« Me. Medlar.— I told him I had not had the pleaſure 
« of ſeeing him theſe nineteen hours and a half; for yon 
* may remember, Sir, it was nearly about that time ; L 
% wort be poſitive as to a minute.” —** No! (ſays he} 
«then I deſire you will go to his lodgings immediately 
after dinner, and ſee what's the matter with him, for 
oF © he mult certainly be very bad from having laſt night 
6 eat ſo many raw oyſters.” ——=The'cruty gentleman, 
who, from the (olemnity of his delivery, expected ſome- 
thing extraordinary. no ſooner heard his concluſion than 
he ſtarted up in a teRty humour, crying, tlhaw, 
« pſhaw! dn your oyſters ;** and walked away after 
a thort compliment of, * Your ſervant, Sir,“ to mes 
The doctor got up alſo, ſaying, ** I vow and proteſt, I 
am actually ainazed,” and followed Mr. Medlar to the 
bar, which was hard by, where he was paying for his 
coffee; there he whiſpered ſo loud, that I could over - 
hear, Pray, who is this gentleman ?”'— His friend re- 
plied haſtily, © I might have kaowa that before now, if 
6 jt had not been for your impertineut intruſion,” and 
walked off very much diſappoiated. The ceremonious 
phy lician returaed immediately and ſat down by me, 
alking a thouſand pardons for leaving me alone; and 
giving me to underitand that what he had com nunicat - 
ed to Mr. Medlar at the bar was an affair of the laſt im- 
ZW portance. He then called for ſome coffee, and launched 
cout into the virtues of that berry, which be ſaid, in cold 
phlegmatic conſtitutions, like his, dried up the ſuper · 
fluous moiſture, aud braced the relax :d nerves. He told 
ine it was utterly unkaowu to the ancients; and deriv - 
ed its name from an Arabian word, which I might eaſily 
perceive by the ſound and termination. From this topic 
he transferred his diſquiſitions to the verb drink, which he 
affirmed, was improperly applied to the taking of coffe, 
mg 5 | a 
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in as much as people did not drink, but ſip or ſipple that 
liquor; that the genuine meaning of drinking is toquench 
one's thirſl, or commit'a debauch by ſwallowing wine z 
that the 3 word, which conveyed the ſame idea, was 
Gibere or potate, and that of the Greeks pinein or potecin, 
tho? be was apt to believe they were differently uſed on 
different occaſions. For example: to drink a vaſt quan» 
tity, or, as the vulgar expreſs it, to drink an ocean of 
liquor, was in Latin petare, and in Greek poteein; and on 
the other hand, to uſe it moderately, was bibere and pi- 
rein; that this was only a conjecture of his own, which 
however, ſeemed to be ſupported by the word bibulous, 

which is particularly applied to the pores of the king 
that can only drink a very ſmall quantity of the circum- 
ambient moiſture, by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of their dĩ - 


ameters, whereas, from the verb potecin, is derived the 


ſubſtantive potamos, which ſignifies a river, or vaſt quan- 


tity of liquor. —1 could not help ſmiling at this learned 


and important inveſtigation; and to recommend myſelf 
the more to my new acquaintance, whoſe diſpoſition I 
was by this time well informed of, I obſerved, that what 
he alledged did not, to the belt of my remembrance, ap- 
pear in the writings of the ancients ; for Horace vies 
the words poto, and bibo indifferentiy tor the ſame pure 
poſe, as in the twentieth Ode of his firſt book. 


Vile potabis modicis ſabinum canibaris.— 


At pralo dimitam caleno tu bibes uvam. 


That I had never heard of the verb poterin, but that po» 
tamos, potema an d potes, were derived trom pino, piſo, po» 
foka; in conſequence of which the Greek poets never uſe 
any other word for feſtal drinking.—Homer deſcribes 
Neſtor at his cups in theſe words: | 


Neſtera d ou clathen jacke pinonta perempes. 


4 - 


| And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame occaſion almoſt 


in ee Page, 


nanu de oinon bedum ” 
Ctan pino ton vinoxs 
Qplix ego de piuo. 

=, | And 
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And in a thouſand other places. —- The doctor. who, 
doubtleſs, intended by his criticiſm, to give a high idea 
of his erudition, was infinitely ſurpriſed to find himſelf 
ſchooled by one of my appearance; and after a conſi- 
derable pauſe, cried, © Upon my word! you are in the 
right, Sir find I have not confidered this affair with 
% my uſual accuracy.” —Then accoſting me, in Latin, 
which he ſpoke very well, the converſation was main» 
tained full two hours, on a variety of ſubjects, in that 
language; and indeed, he ſpoke ſo judicioufly, that I was 
convinced, notwithſtanding his whimſical appearance, 
and attention to trifles, that he was a man of extenſive 
knowledge, eſpecially in books; he looked upon me as 
I afterwards underſtood from Mr. Medlar, as a prodigy 
in learning, and propoſed that very night, if I was not 
engaged, to introduce me to ſeveral young gentlemen of 
fortune and faſhion, with whom he had an appointment 
at the Bedford coffee · houſe, 


CH AF, DFR 


Magtail introduces me to a ſet of fine gentlemen, with whone. 


II ſpend the evening at a tavern ———our converſation 
—the characters of mye new companions —— the 


doctor is roaſled—— the iſſue of our debauch. 


Accepted his offer with pleaſure, and we went thither 
in a hackney coach, where I ſaw a great number of 
gay figures fluttering about, moſt of whom ſpoke to the 
doctor with great familiarity. Among tie reſt ſtood a 
groupe of them around the fire, whom I immediately 
knew to be the very perſons who had the night before, 
by their laughing, alarmed my ſuſpicion of the lady who | 
had put herſelf under my protetion.—They no ſooner - 
perceived me enter with doctor Wagtail (for that was 
my companion's name} than they tittered and whiſpered 
one to another; and I was not a little ſurpriſed to find 
that they were the gentlemen to whole acquaintance he 
deſigned to recommend me; for. when he obſerved them, 
he told me who they were, and aſked by what name he 
ſhould introduce me. I ſatisfied him ia that particular, 
Vor. II, EO, and 
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and he advanced with great pravity, ſaying, Gentle · 
men, your moſt obedient——give me leave to intro- 
% duce my friend Mr. Random to vour ſociety.” Then 
turning to me, Mr, Kandom, this is Mr. Bragwell— 
Mr. Banter, Sir, —Mr. Chatter—my friend Mr. $Sly- 
4 boot, and Mr. Kanter, Sir — I ſaluted each of them 
in order, and when I came to take Mr. Sly boot by the 
Hand, I perceived him thruſt his tongue in bis check, 
to the no ſmall entertainment of the company but I 
did not think proper to take any notice of it, on this 
occaſion. Mr. Ranter too (who I afterwards learned was 
a player) diſplayed his taJents, by mituicking my air, 
leatures, and voice, while he returned my compliment; 
— This feat I ſhould not have been ſo ſenſible of, had 41 
not ſeen him behave in the ſame manner to my friend 
Wagtail, when he made up to them at firſt, But for 
once I let him enjoy the fruits of his dexterity without 
queſtion or controul, reſolved, however, to chaſtiſe his 
infolence at a more convenient opportunity —Mr. Sly- 
boot gueſſing I was a ſtranger, aſked if I had been lately 
in France? and when I an{wered in the ffirmative, en - 
quired if I had ſeen the Luxembourg gallery? I told him 
J.had conſidered it more than once with great attention: 
Upon this a converſation enſued, in which I diſcovered 
Aim to be a painter.— While we were diſcourſing upon 
the particulars of this famous performance, I overheard 
Banter aſk Dr. Wagtail, where he had picked up this 
Mr. Random. — To which queſtion the phyſician aniwer- 
cd, Upon my word, a mighty pretty tort of a gentle- 
man, —a man of fortune, Sir, —he has made the grand 
„ tour, and ſeen the belt company in Europe, Sir.“ — 
6 What, he told you fo ? 1 ſuppoſe, (ſaid the otner) L 
 «« take him to be neither more nor leſs than a French 
* valet de chambre. Oh! barbarous, barbarons! (cried 
„the doctor) this is actually, upon my word, altoge- 
ther unaccountable.— I know all his family perfectly 
„ell, Sir; he's of the Randoms of the north a 
e very ancient houſe, Sir, and a diſtant relation of 
„„ mine.“ — 1 was extremely netiled at the conjectute 
of Mr. Banter, and began to entertain a very indifferent 
union. of my ccmpany in general ; but as I might poſ- 
uͤbply by their means acquire a more extenſive ** | 
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able xcquaintance, I determined to bear theſe little moe: 


tifcations as long as I could, without injuring the dig · 


nity of my character. After having talked for ſon: 
time on the weather, plays, politics, and other co fee - 
houſe ſuhjects, it was propoſed that we ſhould ſpend the 


evening at a noted tavern in the neighbourhood. whith-r 


we repaired in a body. — Having taken poſſ:{livn of 4 
Tootn, called for French wine, and beſpoke ſupper, the 


glaſs went about pretty freely, and the characters of my 


aſſcciates opened upon me more and more. It ſo n ap · 
peared that the doctor was entertained as a butt for the 
painter and player to exercife their wit upon, for the di- 
verſion of the company. Mr. Kanter began the game, 
by aſkiog him what was good for a hoariene(s, lowueſs 
of ſpirits and indigeſtion, for he was troubled with all 
theſe complaints to a very great degree. Wagtail im · 
mediate{y undertook to explain the nature of his cale, 
and in a very prolix manner harangued upon prognoltics, 
diagnoſtics, ſymptomatics, therapeutics, inanition, and 
Fepletion ; then calculated the force of the ſtomach and 
lungs in their reſpeQive operations; aſetibed the play- 
er's m4lady to a diſorder ig theſe organs, proceeding 


from hard drinking and vociferation, and preſcribed a 


courſe of ſtomachics, with abſtinence from venery, wine, 
and loud ſpeaking, laughing, ſinging, coughing, ſneez» 
ing, or hollowing.—“ Pah, Pah, (eried Ranter inter · 
* rupting him) the remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe 
„ wiſh I knew where to find ſome tinder- water. 
* Tinder-water 1 (ſaid the doctor) upon my word I 
* don't apprehend you, Mr. Ranter.'!—* Water ex- 
* tracted from tinder, (replied the other) an univerſal 
* ſpecific for all diſtempers incident to man. It was 


invented by a learned German monk, wha, for a va - 


„ luable conſideration, imparted the ſecret to Parcel» 
* ſus.” Pardon me (cried the painter) it was firſt 
** uſed by Solomon, as appears by a Greek manuſcript, 

* in his own hand writing, lately found at the foot of 
© mount Lebanon, by a.peaſant who was digging for 


potatoes.“ Well, ({aid Wagtail) in all my vaſt 


< reading, I never met with ſuch a preparation ! neither 


* did I know till this minute, that Solomon underitood 
Greek, or that n grew in Palekina® , Here 
2 


Banter 
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Panter interpoſed, ſaying he was ſurpriſed that doQor 
Wagtail ſhonJd make the leaſt doubt of Solomon's un- 
derſiandirg Greek, when he is repreſented to us as the 
wiſeſt and beſt educated prince in the world: and as 
for potatoes, they were tranſplanted thither from Ire- 
Jand, in the time of the Cruſades, by ſome knights of that 
country. I profeſs (ſaid the doctor) there is nothing 
more likely 1 would aQnally give a vaſt ſum for a 
« ſight of that manuſcript, which muſt be ineſtimable 
« —. And if I underſtood the procefs, would ſet about 
it immediately.” —— The player aſſured him, the pro- 
ceſs was very ſimple— that he muſt cram a hundred 
weight of dry tinder into a glaſs retort, and diſlil- 
ling it by the force of animal heat, it would yield half 
à ſcrvple of inſipid water, one drop of which is a full 
doſe.—** Upon my integrity ! (exclaimed the credulous 
doctor) this is very amazing!] and extraordinar)! that 
« capul mor tuum ſhall yield any water at all- I muſt 
% own I have always been an enemy to ſpecifics, which 
thought inconſiſtent with the nature of the animal 
% economy ; but certainly the authority of Solomon is 
* not to be queſtioned. —— I wonder where | ſhall find 
« a plaſs retort large enough t contain ſuch a vaſt. 
« quantity of tinder, the conſumption of which muſt 
« undoubtedly raife the price of paper—or where I ſhall 
4 ind animal heat ſufficient, even to warm ſuch a maſs.” - 
"Slybootinformed him, that he might have a retort blown 
for him as big as a church; and that the eaſieſt method 
of railing the vapour by animal heat weuld be to place 
it in the middle of an infirmary for feveriſh patients, 
who might lie upon matraſſes around, and in contact 
witb it. He bad no ſooner pronounced theſe words, 
chan Wagrail exclaimed, in a rapture, „An admirable 
«expedient, as I hope to be faved! I will poſitively 
% put it in praQtice.”—"This ſimplicity of the phy ſician 
' furniſhed excellent diverſion for the company, who, in 
their turns ſneered at him in ironical compliments, 
which his vanity ſwallowed as the genuine ſentiments of | 
their hearts. Mr. Chatter, impatient of fo longa | 
ſilence, now broke out, and entertained us with à ca- 
talopue of all the people who danced at the laſt Hamn- 
Read aflembly, with a moſt ciccumſtagtial account of ine 
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dreſs and ornameats of each, from the lappsts of the 


ladies to the ſhbe buckles of the men; coacluJing with. 
telling Bragwell, that his miſtreſs Melinda was there, 
and ſeemed to miſs him; and folicitiay his conpany at 
the next occaſion of that kin 1. No, no, dan ne (ſaid 
© Bragwell) [| have ſomething elſe to mind than dang- 
„ling after a parcel of giddy headed girls; beſides, you 
«© know my temper is ſo unruly, that I am apt to in- 


_ * yolve myſelf in ſcrapes, when a woman is cpncerned. 


« The. laſt time I was there 1 had an affair wich Tom 
« Trippet.”—*% Oh! I remember that (cried Banter;) 


* you lugged out before the ladies; and I commend 


«,you for ſo doing, becauſe you had an opportunity of 
«© thewing your manhood without running any riſk.“ 
* Riſk ! (ſaid the other with a fierce countenance) damn 
« my blood! I fear no riſks. I an't afraid of luggiag 
«out againſt any man that wears a head, damm! cis 
« well known I, have drawn blood: more than once, and 
6 lo{t ſome too; but what does that fiznify ?* Tae 


player begged this charapion to employ hi.a as his ſ:cο, 


the next time he intended to kill, for he wauted to ſee 
a man die of a (fab, that he might kaow how to act ſuch, 
a part the more naturally on the ſtage, —** Die! (replied, 
the hero :) No, by God ! 1 know better things than 
© to incur the verdidt ot a Middleſex jury — I hut 
look upon iny fencing-maiter to be au igaoranc lon of 
4% bitch, if he had not taught me to prick any pirt of 
my antagonik's body, that I pleaſe co diſable.“ 
« Oho! (cried Sly boot) if that be tae calc I ave a tas 
« your to aſk; You muit know I am employed to paiat, 
« a J:ſus on tne crols ; and wy purpole is to repretent 
him at that point ot time when the ſpzar is thruit ia - 
& to his fide. —— Now 1 ſhould be glad you would, ia 
* my prelence, pink ſome impertinent fellow into cou - 
„ yullions, wichout eudangering nis life, that I may. 
have an opportunity of taking a good clever agoay 
from nature z— The doctor will direct you where to 


enter, and how far to go; but pray let it be as near. 


the left ſide as poſſible.“ Wagtail, who took this. 
propplal (erionfy, obierved, that it would be a very dit - 
ficult matter to penetrate into the left ſide of the thorax, 
yichout hucung, ts. hear 
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the patient; but he believed it was poſlible for a man of 
a very nice hand, and exact knowledge of anatomy, to 
wound the diaphrag ma ſomewhere about the ſkirts, which 
might induce a ſingultus, without being attended with 
death ; that he was ready to demonſtrate the inſertion 
of the muſcle to Mr. Bragwell; but defired to have no, 
concern with the experiment, which might eſſentially. 
1 his reputation, in caſe of a miſcarriage. — ——, 
ragweli was as much impoſed upon by the painter's. 
waggery as the doctor, and declined engaging in the, 
flair; ſaying, he had a very great regard for Mr. Sly- 
boot, but had laid it down as a maxim, never to fight. 
except when his honour was engaged. A thouſand. 
jokes of this kind were uttered; the wine circulated,, 
- tupper was ſerved in, we ate heurtily, returned to the, 
botile, Bragwell became noiſy and troubleſoine, Banter, 
grew» more and more ſevere, Ranter rehearſed, Sly boot. 
made faces at the whole company, l ſung French catches, 
and Chatter kiſſed me with great affection; while the. 
doctor, with a woful countenance, fat ſilent like. a diſ - 
' cCiple of Pythagoras. At length, it was propoſed by. 
Hragwell, that we ſhould ſcour the hundreds, ſweat the 
_conltable, maul the watch, and then reel loberly to, 
bed. b D 5 5 i 
While we deliberated on this expedition, the waiter 
came into the room, and aſked for doctor Wagtail ;, 
when he underſtood he was preſent, he told him there, 
was a lady below to enquire for him; at which me ſſage 
the phy ſician ſtarted from his melancholy contemplation, 
and with a look of extreme confuſion, aſſured the com- 
pany, he could not poſſibly be the perſon wanted, for he 
Had no connexion with any lady whatever ; "and bade 
the drawer tell her io. For ſhame ! (cried Banter] 
** would you be ſo unpolite as to refuſe a lady the hear · 
ing! perhaps the comes for, a conlultation. It muſt 
*© be {ume extraordinary affair that brings a lady to a 
« tavern at this time o'night.——Mr. Ranter, prey do. 
the dector's 'baiſe-mains to the lady, and fquire her 
© hither.” The player immediately faggered out, and 
returned, leading in with much ceremony, a tall raps- 
ping wench, whoſe appearance proclaimed her occupas- 
ton, We reocived her with the utmolt - ole maicy, aud 
„ ö | With. 


PCP 


8 


— — 0 1 
fe e 


RODERICEK RANDOM: * 


with a good deal of entreaty ſhe was perſuaded to fit,” 
when a profaund ſilence enſued, during which ſhe fixed 
Her eyes, with a diſconſolate look, upon the doctor, who 
was utterly confounded at her behaviour, and returned 
her melancholy fourfold; at length, after a good many 
piteous ſighs, ſhe wiped her eyes and accoſted him thus: 
« What! not one word'of comfort! Will nothing 
„ ſoften that tony heart of thine? Not all my tears! 
« not all my affliction ! Not the inevitable ruin thou 
« haſt brought upon me! Where are thy vows, thou 
& faithleſs perjured man? — Haſt thou no honour? — 


© Lo conſcience—no remorſe for thy perfidious conduct 


& towards me: Anſwer me, wilt thou at laſt do me 
4 jultice, or mult I have recourſe to heaven or hell for 
« my revenge ?'—If poor Wagtail was amazed before 
ſhe ſpoke, what muſt his contuſion be on hearing this 
addreſs! His natural paleneſs changed into a ghaltly 
clay colour, his eyes rolled, his lip trembled, and he 
anſwered in an accent not to be deſcribed ;—** Upon. 
„ my word, honour, and ſalvation! madam, you ate 
actually miſtaken in iny gerſon,, I have a moſt parti - 
* cular veneratioq for your ſex, and am actually inca - 
4% pable of injuring any lady in the ſmalleſt degree, ma- 


n dam z beſides, madam, to the beſt of my recolleftion, 


* I never had the honour of ſeeing you before, as L. 


* hope to be ſaved, madam !. How, traitor ! (cried 


« ſhe) doſ} thou diſown me then ?—Miſtaken ! no, too 
4 well I know that fair bewitching face! too well 1 
„ know that falſe eachanting tongue! Alas! gentle- 
men, ſince the villain compels. me, by his unkind- 
* neſs, to expoſe mylelf and him, know that this be- 
6 trayer, under the ſpecious preteuce of honouravie 
% addrefſes, won my heart, and taking advantage of his 
© conquelt, robbed me of my virgin-treaſure, and at- 
« terwards abandoned me to my tate! I am now tour 
© months gone with child by him, turned out of doors 
6 by my relations, and left a prey to miſery and want! 
„ Yes, thou barbarian, (faid the, turning to Wagrail)- 
* thou tiger, thou ſuccubus ! too well thou knoweit my 
4% fituation—but 1 will tear out thy faithleſs heart, and 
< deliver the world from ſuch. a monſter.“ —So taying, 
ſhe ſpcung' forward at ttie doctor, who, with incredible. 
1 D 4 agzilicy, 
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agility, jumped over the table, and ran behind Bragwell, 
while the reſt of us endeavoured to appeaſe the furious 
heroine. — Although every body in the company af- 
feed the utmoſt ſurpriſe, I could eafily perceive, it was 


a ſcheme concerted among them to produce diverſion at. 


the doctor's expence ; and being under no concern a- 


bout the conſequence, I entered into the eonfederacy, 


and enjoyed the diſtreſs of Wagtail, who, with tears ia 
his eyes, begged the protection of the company, de- 
claring himſelf as innocent of the crime laid to his. 


charge, as the fetus in utero; and hinting, at the ſame. 


time, that nature had not put it in his power to be 
guilty of ſuch a treſpaſs - — “ Nature ! (cried the 
« Jady) there was no nature in the caſe——he abuſed 
« me by the help of charms and ſpells ; elſe how is 
«* jt poſſible, that any woman could have liſtened to the 
« addrefles of ſuch a ſcare-crow ?—-Were theſe owliſh 
« eyes made for ogling; that carrion complexion to be 
« admired ; or that mouth like a horſe-ſhoe to be kiſſed? 
% No, no, you owe your ſucceſs to your philtres, to, 
« your drugs and incantations ; and not to your natural. 
«talents, which are in every reſpect mean and cons, 
«temptible.” The doctor now thought he had got am 
opportunity of vindicating himſclt effectually; and de- 
fired the complainant to compoſe herſelf but for half an. 
Hour, in which he undertook to prove the abſurdity of. 


believing in the power of incantations, which were only 


idle dreams of ignorance and ſuperſtition, He accord» 
ingly pronounced a very learned diſcourſe upon the na- 
ture of ideas, the powers and independence of the mind, 
the properties of ſtimulating medicines, the difference. 
between a proneneſs to venery, which many fimpies, 
would create, and a paſſion limited to one object, which. 
can ovly be the reſult of ſenſe and reflection; and con- 
cluded” with a pathetic remonſrance, ſetting forth his, 
unhappineſs in being perſecuted with the reſentment of, 


a lady whom he had never injured, nor ever ſeen bes, 
fore that occaſion, and whoſe taculcties. were, in all likes. 


lihood, ſo much impaired by her misfortunes, that an. 
innocent perſon was in danger of being ruined by her. 
diſorder. He had no ſooner finiſhed his harangue, than. 
the forlorn princels renewed her lamentations, and 7 
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tioned the company againſt his eloquence, which, (ſhe 
ſaid, was able to biaſs the moſt impartial bench in Chri- 
ſtendom. —— Banter adviſed him to efpouſe her imme · 
diately, as the only means to ſalve his reputation, and 
offered to accompany him to the Fleet for that purpoſe ; 
5 Slyboot propoſed that a father !hould be purchaſed 
or the child, and a comfortable alimony ſerrled on the 
mother. Ranter promiſed to adopt the infant gratis. 
Wagtail was ready to worſhip him for his generoſity; and 
though he perſifted in proteſting his innocence. eonde - 
ſcended to every thing rather than his unblemiſhed cha - 
rater ſhould be called in queſtion. The lady rejected 
the propoſal, and inſiſted on matrimony. Bragwell 
took up the cudgels for the door, and undertook to 
rid him of her importunity for aalf a guinea; upon which 
Wagtail, with great eagerneſs, pulled out his purſe and 
put it into the hand of his friend, who taking half a 
piece out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and bade her 
thank God for her good ſortune. When ſhe had re» 
ceived this bounty, ſhe affected to weep, and begged, 
ſince the phyſician had renounced her, he would at leaſt 
vouchſafe her a parting kiſs ; this he was prevailed upon 
to grant, with great reluctance, and went up with his 
uſual ſolemnity, to ſalute her; when the laid hold of 
| his cheek with her teeth, and held fast, while he roar- 
ed with anguiſh, to the unſpeakable diverſion of all pre- 

' ſent. When the thought proper to releaſe him, the 
dropped a low curtſey to the company, and quitted the 
room, leaving the doctor in the utmoſt horror, not ſo 
much on account of the pain, as the apprehenſion of the 

- eonſequence of the bite; for by this time he was con- 
vinced of her being mad. Banter preſcribed the actual 
cautery, and put the poker in the fire to be heated, ia 
order to ſear the place. The player was of opinion 
that Brag well ſhould {coop out the part affected wich the. 

point of his ſword ; but the painter prevented both theſe 
dreadful operations, by recommending a balſom he had 
in his pocket, which never failed to cure the bite of a 

ad dog; So faying, he pulled out a imall bladder of 
lack paint; with which he inſtantly anointed not only 
he ſore, but the greateſt part of the patient's face, and 
left it in a irighttul condition. In ſhort, the poor crea- 
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ture was ſo harraſſed with fear and vexation, that I'pitied® 
him extremely, and ſeat him home in a chair, coatrary- 
to the inclination of every body preſent. a 
This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell, 
who teſlified his diſpleaſure, by ſwearfag a few threats, 
without making any application, which being perczived” 
by Sly boot, who ſat by me, he, with a view of promot- 
ing a quarrel, whiſpered to me, that he thought Brag- 
well uſed me very ill: but every man was the beſt judge 
af his own affairs. I anſwered aloud that I would nei- 
ther ſuffer Mr. Bragwell nor him to uſe me ill with ime 
Punity ; and that I ſtood in no need of his counſel in. 
regard to the. regulation of my conduct. He thodght 
proper to aſk a thouſand pardons, and aſſure me he meant. 
no offence ;. while Rragwell feigned himſelf aſleep, that. 
he might not be obliged to take notice of. what paſſed. 
But the. player,. who had.more animal fpirits, and leſs. 
diſcretion than Slybaot, unwilling to let the affair reſt, 
where he had dropt it, jogged Mr. Bragwell, and: 
told him ſoftly, that I called him names, and threaten- 
ed to cudgel him. This particular I underſtood by 
his ſtarting up and crying. Blood and wounds !- 
«« you lie- No man durk treat me ſo ignominiouſſy.— 
% Mr. Random, did you call me names, and threaten. 
to drub me?” LI. denied the imputation, and pro- 
ſed. to puniſh. the ſcoundrel, who endeavoured to fo- 
ment diſlurbance in the company, Bragwell Ggnified his. 
approbation, and drew his {word ; I did the ſame, and 
accoſted the actor in theſe words, Lookee, Mr. Ran- 
„ter, 1 know you poſſeſs all the mimickry and miſ- 
« chievous qualities of an ape, becauſe I have obſerved 
% you put them all in practice more than. once to- night, 
„on me and others; now I want to ſee if you reſemble 
4 one in nimbleueſs alſo; therefore I delice.you to leap 
«over this ſword, without heſitation.“ So ſaying, 
held it parallel to the horizon, at the diſtance of about 
three feet from the floor, and called. Oace twice 
0 thrice, aud away z”—but inſtead of complying with 
my command, he ſnatched his hat and hanger, and al- 
'fuming the looks, ſwagger, and phraſe of Piſtol, burſt 
- Our iu the following exclamation, Hal muſt I den 
perform inglorious prank, of fylvan ape in mountain 
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« foreſt caught! Death rock me aſlzep, abridge my 
* doleful days, and lay my hand in fury's lap. Have 
« we not Hiren here.” This buffoonery did not an- 
ſwer his expectations, for by this time the comp iny was | 
bent on ſeeing him in a new character. Me. Banter- 
deſired me to hold my {word a foot or two higher, that 
he might have the better opportunity of exerting himſelf. 
—— The painter told him, if he performed well, he would 
recommend him as a vaulter to the propriztors of SaJ- 
Ter's-wells ; and Bragwell crying, Leap'for the king,” 
applied the point of his ſword to the player's polteriors, 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that h- ſprang over ia a trice, aad 
finding the door uaguarded, vaniſhed in a twinkling ; 
glad, no doubt, of having paid his ſhare of the reckon · 
ing ſo eaſily. | | | 

It being now near two o'clock in the morning, we 
diſcharged the bill, and ſallied out into the ſtreet. - 
The painter ſlunk away without taking his leave. Billy 
Charter, being unable to ſpeak or ſtand, was ſeat to a 
bagnio; and Banter and T accompanied Bragwell to Mall 
King's coffee houſe, where, after he had kicked half a 
dozen of hungry whores, we left him aflzep-on a bench, 
and directed our courſe towards Chariag-Croſs, near 
which both he and I lodged. - 

The naturaF dryneſs. of my companion being over - 
come by liquor, he honoured me by the way with many 
compliments and profeſſions of friendſhip, for which E 
made ſuitable acknowledgments, and told him, I thought 
myſelf happy in having, by my behaviour, removed the 
unfavourable opinion he entertained of me at fieſt ſight. 
He was ſurpriſed at this declaration, and begged ine to 
explain myſelf: Upon which I mentioned what I had 
over- heard him ſay of me to Wagtaił in :he coffee- houſe. 
He laughed, and made an apology for his freedon:, - 
aſſuring me, that my appearance had very much prepol- 


ſeſſed.him+in my favour ;'' and what he ſaid, was only 
intended us a joke on the doctor's ſolemnity.— I was 


highly pleaſed at being undeceived in this particular, and. 


not a little proud of the good opinion of this wit, who 
ſhook me by the hand a: parting, and promiſed to mest 
me next day at. the ordinarg. 
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Strap communicates to. me. a. conqueſt he had mad: of a: 
'chandltr's widow Hindi bimſelf miſerable miſtaken—, 
1 go ty the opera — admire Melinda——4m cautioned 
by Banter ——go to the ufſembly at Hampſtead - dance 
with that young lady receive an inſolent meſſage 
rom Bragwell, whoſe metal is. ſoon cooled—=——am in ja- 
' v2ur with my miſtreſs, whom 1 viſit next day; and am- 
* bubbled out of eighteen guineas at cards — Strap triumphs 
at my ſucceſs, but is aftoniſhed. at my expence- Ban · 
ter comes to my lodging. is very ſarcaſtic 1 expences 
* borrows five guineas from me, as a proof of bi: friend - 

ip. = Se. 


N the morning before I got up, Strap came into my 
chamber, and finding me awake, hemmed ſeveral 
times, ſcratched his head, caſt his eyes upon the ground, 
and with a very fooliſh kind of ſimper upan his face, gave 
me to underſtand he had ſomething to communicate. —- 
„By your countenance (ſaid I) L expect to hear good 
«-tidings.” “ Indifferent (replied he, tittering). that 
*© is hereafter as it hall be. You muſt know, I have 
« ſore thoughts of altering my condition.“ What ! 
« (cried I, aſtoniſhed) a matrimonial ſcheme ? O rare 
« Strap ! thou haſt got the heels of me at laſt.”--** N*--no. 
& jeſs, | aſſure you (ſaid he, burſting into a. laugh of 
« ſelf approbation;, a tallow chandler's widow,that lives 
% hard by, has taken a liking to me. A fine jolly dame, 
« as plump as a partridge.— She has a well furniſhed 
© }ouſe, a briſk trade, and a good deal of the ready, —- 
„I way have her for the aſking. She told a friend of 
mine, a brother footman, that ſhe would take me out 
« of a ſtinking clout. —— But I refuſed to give my final 
% anſwer, till 1 knew your opinion of the matter.“ I 
congratulated Monſieur d Eſtrapes upon his conqueſt, and 
approved of the ſcheme, provided he could be aſſured of 
thoſe circumſtances of her fortune; but adviſed him to 
do nothing raſhly, but give me an opportunity of ſeeing 
the lady before matters lhould be brought to a conclu- 
lion. He aſſured me he would do nothing without my 
| onen 
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conſent and approbation, and that very morning while I 
was at breakfaſt, introduced his inamorata to ny acquain - 
tance. She was a ſhort thick woman, about the age of 
thirty-ſix, and had a particular prominence of belly, 
which I perceived at firſt ſight, not without ſome ſuſpi - 


clon of foul play. 1 defired her, however, to lit, and 


treated her with a diſh of tea; the diſcourſe turning on 


the good qualities of Strap, whom I repreſented as &. 


prodigy of ſobriety, indultry, and virtue. When the 
took her leave, he followed her to the door, and return. 
ed licking his lips, and aſking if I did not think her a 
juſcious creature. I made no myſtery of my apprehen- 
ion, but declared my ſentiments of ber without reſerve z 
at which he was not ſurpriſed, telling me, he had obſerve 


ed the ſame ſymptom, but was informed by his friend 
that ſhe was only livergrown, and would in a few mouths. 


be as ſmall in the waiſt as ever.—“ Yes (ſaid L) a few 
6 weeks, 1 believe, will do the buſineſs.— In ſhort, Strap, 
eit is my opinion, that you are egregiouſly impoſed up- 


* on; and that this friend is no other than a raſcal Who 
« wants to palm his trull upon you for a wife, that he 


40 may at once deliver himſelf from the importunities of 
& the mother, and the expence of her bantling; for 


* which reaſon I would not have you trutiimpliciely co. 


«© the report he makes of her wealth, which is Incon- 


6 ſiltent with your behaviour; nor run your head preci- 
40 pitately into a nooſe, that you may . afterwards with.. 


« exchanged tor the hangman's.“ He ſeemed. very 


much ſtartled at wy inſinuation, and promiled to look 


twice before he leaped z ſaying with ſome heat, Odds, 


« if I find his intention is to betray me, we ſhall ſee. 


& which of us is the better man.“ My prediction was 
verified in leis than a fortnight; her great belly produ- 


, cing an infant to the unſpeakable amazement of Strap, 
” who was, before this happened, inclinavie to believe I. 


had refined a little too much in my penetration. His 


falle friend diſappeared, and in a few days after an exe- 
cution was iſſued againſt her goods and noulhold turni- 
ture, which were ſeized = the creditors, | 
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and offered to introduce me to her, obſerving at the ſame 
time, that ſhe was a reigning toaſt worth ten thouſand” 
pounds. This pieceof information made my heart bound 
with joy, and I diſcovered great eagerneſs to accept the 
propoſal; upon which he afſured me I ſhould dance with 
her at the next aſſembly, if he had any influence in that 
matter: ſo ſaying he went round, ſpoke to her ſome 
minutes, and as I imagined, pointed at me; then re- 
turning, told me, to my unexpreſſible pleaſure, that L 
might depend upon what he had promiſed, for the was 
now engaged as my partner.. Banter, in a whiſper, gave 
me to underſtand, that ſhe was an incorrigible coquette, 
who would grant the ſame favour to any young fellow in 
England, of a tolerable' appearance, merely to eogage 
him among the herd of her admirers, that ſhe might 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing them daily increaſe—thar ſhe 
was of a cold inſenfible diſpoſition, dead to every paſ- 
ſion but vanity, and ſo blind to merit, that he would 
lay any wager the wealthieſt fool- would carry her at 
lat. I attributed a good deal of this intelligence to the 
ſatirical turn of my friend, or reſentment, for having 
himſelf ſuffered a rèbuff from the lady in queſtion ; and 
at any rate, truſted ſo much to my own accompliſhments, 
as to believe no woman could reſiſt the ardour of my ade 
dreſſes. . | | | | 
Full of this confidence F repaired to Hampſtead, in 
company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and doc- 
tor Wagtail. There I ſaw a very brilliant aſſembly, be- 
fore whom I.had the honour to walk a minuet with Me- 
tinda, who charmed me with her frank manner and eaſi- 
neſs of behaviour. Before the country dances began, I 
received a meſſage by a perſon I did not know, from 
Bragwell, who was preſent importing, that nobody who 
knew him, preſumed to dance with Melinda, while he. 
was there in perſon; and that I would do well to relin- 
quiſh her without noiſe, becauſe he had a mind to lead 
up a country dance with her. This extraordinary inti- 
mation, which was delivered in the lady's heeriug,. did 
not at all diſcompoſe me, who by this time was pretty 
well acquainted with the character of my rival. I there - 
fore, without the leatt ſymptom of concern, . bade the 


goucleman tell Mr. Bragwell, that ſince L was ſo happy 
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as · to obtain the Lady's conſent, I ſhould not be ſolicitous 
about his; and deſired the bearer himſelf to bring me no- 
ſuch impertinent meſſages for the future. Melinda at- 
fected a ſort of confuſion, and pretended to wonder that 
Mr. Bragwell ſhould give himſelf ſuch liberties with re- 
gard to her, who had no manner of connection with the 


fellow. I laid hold of this opportunity to diſplay my vas» 


Jour, and offered to call him to an account for his infos - 
lence, a propoſal which ſhe abſolutely refuſed, under pre - 
tence of conſulting my ſafety; though 1 could perceive 
by the ſparkling of her eyes, that the ſhould not have 
thought herſelf affronted in being the ſubject of a duel. 


I was by no means pleaſed with this diſcovery of her 


thoughts, which not oaly argued the moſt unjuſtiſiable· 
vanity,but likewiſethe moſt barbarous indiff:rence; howe-. 
ever, I was allured by her fortune, and reſolved to gratify- 
her pride, in making her the occaſion of a public quar - 
rel between me and Bragwel}; who, I was pretty certain, 
would never drive matters to-a dangerous extremity. 
W ile we danced together, obſerved this formidable. 
rival at one end of the room, encircled with a cluſter of 
beaux, to whom he talked with great vehemence, caſting. 
many big looks at me, from time to time: I gueſſed che 
ſubject of his diſcourſe, and as ſoon as I had handed my 
partner to her ſeat, ſtrutted up to the place where he 
ttood, and cocking my hat in his face, demanded aloud, . 
it he had any thing to ſay to me. He anſwered with 4 
ſullen tone, Nothing at prefent, Sie.“ And turned 
about upon his heel. —** Well, (ſaid 1) you know where 
«+. am to be found at any time.” His companions ſtar - 
ed at one another, and I returned to the lady, waoſe tea= 
tures brightened atiny approach, andimmediately a whiſ- 
per ran through the whole room; after which ſo many 
eyes were turned upon me, that I was ready to ſigk wien 
confuſion. When the ball broke up, led her co her 
coach, and, like a true French gallant, would have got. 
np behind it, in order to protect her from violence va 
rhe road; but: the abſolutely retuſed my offer, and ex- 
preſſ:u her concern that there was not an empty ſeat tor 


che within the vehicle. 


© Next day in the afternoon I waited.on her at her lod- 


Sings, by per miſſion, in company with Chatter, and was 


oy | vety; 
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very civilly received by her. mother, with whom ſhe live 
ed; there were a good many faſhionable pepple preſent, 
chiefly young fellows, and immediately after tea a couple 
of card tables were ſet, at one of which I had the honour 

to play with Melinda, who in leſs then three hours made 
ſhift to plunder me of eight guineas. I was weil enough ö 


content to loſe a little money with a good grace, that! 
might have an opportunity in the mean time to ſay ſoft” | 
things, which are ſtill moſt welcome when attended }/* 
with good luck; but I was by no means fatisfied of her 
fair play, a circumſtance that ſhocked me not a little, 4 
and greatly impaired my opinion of her diſintereſtedneſs 
and delicacy. However, | was reſolved to profit by his 
behaviour, and treat her in my turn with leſs ceremony ;z. 
accordingly, F laid cloſe ſiege to her, and finding her 
not at all diſguſted with the groſs incenſe I offered, that 
very night made a declaration of love in plain terms. 
She received my addreſſes with great gaiety, and pre- 
tended to laugh them off, but at the ſame time treated 
me with ſuch particular complacency, that I was perſuad- 
ed I had made a conqueſt of her heart, and concluded 
myſelf the happieſt man alive. Elevated. with theſe flat- 
tering ideas, I ſat down again to cards after ſupper, and I 
with great cheerfulneis ſuffcred myſelf to be cheated of | 
ten guineas more. To 6 | 
It was late before I took my leave, after been favour- 
ed with a general invitation; and when I got into bed, 
the adventures of the day hindered me from ſleeping, —- 
Sometimes | pleaſcd myſelf with the hopes of poſſeſſing 
a fine woman. with ten thouſand pounds; then I would. 
ruminate on the character I had heard of her from Ban- 
ter, and compare it with the circumſtauces of her con- 
duct towards me, which ſeemed to bear too great a re- 
ſemblance to the picture he had drawn... This introdu- 
ced a melancholy reflection on the expence I had unders 
gone, and the ſmallneſs of my funds to ſupport. it, which 
by the bye, were none of my own. In thorc, I .tound 
myſcit involved in doubts and perplexities, that kept me 


awake the greateſt part of the night, 

In the morning, Strap, with whom I had not con ver- 

ſed for two days, preſented himſelf with the uteuſils for 

waving me; upon which, I alked his opinion of the ſor; 
4 | n . 
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dy whom he had ſeen me conduct to her coach at Hamp- 
ſtead. ——* Odd! ſhe's a delicious creature, cried he, 
« and, as I am informed, a great fortune. I am ſorry, 
& you did not inſiſt on going home with her. 1 dare 
« ſay, ſhe would not have refuſed your company; for 
s ſhe ſeems to be a good- humoured foul,” . —“ There's, 
« a time for all things, ſaid I. You muſt know, Strap, 
«FI was in company with her till one o' clock this mor n- 
« ing.” I had no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than 
he began'to caper about the room, and ſnap his fingers, 
crying in a tranſport, + The day's our own !—the day's. 
« our own! I gave him to underſtand that his triumph 
was a little premature, and that I had more difficulties, 
to ſurmount then he was aware of; then I recounted to 
him the intelligence Thad received from Banter. At whica 
he changed colour, ſhook his head, and obſerved there 
was no faith in woman. I told him I was reſol ved to; 
make a bold puſh notwithſtanding, although I toreſaw it 
would lead me into a great expence ; aud bade him guels: 
the lum T had loſt lat night at cards. He ſcratehedhis ' 
chin,and profeſſed his abhorrence of cards, the very name 


| of which being mentioned made him ſweat with vexa - 


tion, as it is recalled the money · dropper to his remem- 
brance z. But, however, (ſaid he) you have to do with, 
+ ather pueſs people now.—Why, I ſuppoſe it you, had. 
%a bad tun laſt night, you would ſcarce come off tor. 
* leſs then ten or twelve {hillings.” L was-mortified ac: 
this piece of firapiicity,. which L imagined, at that time, 
was all affected by way of reprimand for my tolly ; and. 
aſced with ſome heat, Lt he taought l ſpent the evening, 
in a cellar with chairman and buaters; giving him to. 
know, atthe ſame cime, that my expzace had amounted, 
to eighteen guineas. It would require the peacil ot Hos. 
garth to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and concern of Strap. 
on hearing this piece of news; the baſon in which he 

Was preparing the lather, for my chin, dropped out of. his 
hands, and he remained ſome time immovable in that 
ludicrous attitude, wich his mouth open and his eyes. 
thruſt forward conſiderably beyond their tation; but re- 

membering my diipoſition, which was touchy, and impa- 
tient of coutroul, he ſmothered his chagrin, and attempt - 


ed co xecollec himſelf. With this view he raden 
5444 | ed. 
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4 fooliſh affair between you and. Bragwell ac -Hamp- 
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ed to laugh, but in ſpite of his teeth broke out into a 


whimper, took up his waſh ball and pewter - pot, ſerub- 


bed my beard with the one, and diſcharged the other up- 
on my tace. I took no notice of his confuſion, but after 
he had fully recovered himſelf, put him in mind of his 
. and afſured him of my readineſs to ſurrender his. 
effects whenever he ſhould think proper to demand them. 
He was nettled at my inſinuation, which he thought pro- 
ceeded from my diſtruſt of his friendſhip ;. and begged I. 
would never talk to him in that ſtrain again, unleſs I had 
a mind to break his heart. TEES 5 

This good creature's unalterable friendſhip for me af - 


fected me with the moſt grateful ſentiments, and acted as 


a ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a fortune, that I. 
might have it in my power to maniteſt my generoſity in. 
my turn. . For this purpoſe, I determined to bring mat- 
ters to a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; well knowing. 
that a few ſuch nights as the laſt, would effectually inca- 
pacitate me from proſecuting that, or any other advanta« 
geous amour. | | | ; 
While my meditation was buſied in planning out my 
future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me with a viſit; and 
after breakfaſt, aſked bow Lhad paſſed the preceding e- 
vening. I-anfſwered, I was very agreeably entertained at 
z private houſe.— Yes, (ſaid he with a ſarcaftic ſmile}. 
„% you deſerved ſomething extraordinary for the price. 


you paid.“ I was ſurpriſed. at this remark, and pre- 


tended ignorance of bis meauing.—“ Come, come, 
% Random, (continued he) you need not make a myite · 
I with that 


„ fiead had been leſs public. It has tec all the buly bo- 
« gies at work to find out your real character and ſiiua- 
« tion; and you cannot imagine what conjectures have 
„already circulated at your expence. One ſuſpects 
4% you to be a Jeiuit in diiguiſe; another thinks you are: 
„ an agent tor the Pretender; a third believes you to 
4 be an upſtart gamelter, becauſe; nobody knows any 


thing ot your tamily or fortune; a fourth is of opi- 


„ niou, that you are an Iriſh fortune - hunter.“ — This 
laſt hy pot he ſis touched me fo nearly, that to conceal my 
confulva, I. was tain to interrupt his detail, and damn 
WW 1 the. 
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te world for an envious me dlinzcommunity, that would 
not ſuffer a gentleman to live without moleſtation, He 
took no notice of this apoſtrophe, but went on, For: 
t my own part, I neither know, nor deſire to know,, 
& who or what you are: this I am certain of, that few. 
& people make a myſtery of their origin or- ſituations. 
who can boait of any thing advantag2ouus in. eit aer ; 
« and my own opinion of the matter is, that you have. 
« raiſed yourſelt by your induitry, from nothing to. the 
& appearance you now maintain, and which you: endea- 
« your to ſupport by ſoine matrimonial ſcheme.” —Here 
he fixed his eyes ſtedfalilty upon me, and perceiving. 
my tace covered. with bluthes, told me, now he was con- 
firmed in his opinion; — Look ye, Random, (Gaid he) 
„1 have divin:d your plan, and am confi dent it will 
* never ſucceed. , You are too honeſt and too ignorant. 
* of. the town, to practiſe the neceſfiry cheats of your; 
proleſſion, and detect the conſpiracies that will be for · 
emed againk you, Belides you are dowaright baſh-· 
ful —what the devil} ſzc up. for a fortune hunter be- 
fore you have conquered the ſenſe of thame ! — Perhaps 
«+ you are entitled vy your merit, and I. believe you, 
„ are, to. a richer aad better wife than Melina; but 
% take my word for it, (he is not to be won at that rate; 


6% — or, if you are ſo lucky as to carry her, 2 


„ you and me, you E lay as Teague did, by 
« 7 have gained a loſs ! She would take care 0 724 
© her fortune in a twiakling, and ſoon make you lick. 
of her extraxagance. I was alarmed by his diſcourſe, .. 
while I retented the treedo:a of it, and expreſſed my diſ - 

guilt, by telling hin, he was miitaken in my intentions, . 
and deſicing he would give me leave. to regulate my con · 

duct according to the dictates of my own reaſon. He 
made an apology for the liberty he had. taken, and aſerib . 
ed it to the warmth of his triendthip for me; as an ua- 


common inſtance of which, he borrowed five guineas, 


aflucing me, there were very few people in the world 
waom ne would fo far favour with his confideuce, 1 

ave him the moacy, and protefſe4 mytelf ſo well con - 
viaced of his fiacerity,'that ne had no oceaſion to put it 

to iuch extraocdigary proofs tor tac future. L Laougac 

„ he) to have. atked five pieces TG but 22 0 
6 * 
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« you was bubbled out of eighteen laſi night, I preſumed 
% yon might be out of caſh, and reſolved to mode] my 
demand accordingly.” | I could not help admiring the 
cavalier behaviour of this ſpark, of whom I deſired to 
know his reaſon for ſaying, F was bubbled. He then gave 
me to underſtand, that before he came to my lodgings, 
he had beat up Tom Toſsle, who having been preſent, | 
informed bim of the particulars, rehearſed all the fine 
things 1 ſaid to Melinda, with. which he propoſed to en- 
* tertain the town; and among other circumſtances, aſſur» 
ed him, my miſtreſs cheated with ſo little art, that nobo · 
dy but a mere novice could have been impoſed upon. 

" The thoughts of becoming a ſubje& of raillery for 
eoxcombs, and loſing my money to boot, ſtung me to 
the quick; but I made a virtue of my indignation, and 

ſwore that no man ſhould, with impunity, either aſperſe 
the character of Melinda, or turn my behaviour into riz 
dicule. He replied in a dry manner, that I would find 
it an Herculean taſk to chafliſe every body who ſhould 
laugh at my expence ; and, as for the character of Me- 
linda, he did not ſec how it could ſuffer by what was 
laid to her charge ; for that cheating at cards, far from 
being reckoned a blemiſh among people of faſhion, was 
looked upon as an honourable indication of ſuperior ge- 

nius and addreſs. * But let us wave this ſubject, ſaid 
© he, and go to the coffee-houſe, in order to make 
«a party for dinner.“ „ 
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We repair to the coffee» bouſe, where we everhear. a curious 

_ diſpute between Wagtail and Medlar, which is referred to 

our deciſion —— —-the doctor gives an account, 4 his expe» 
FE, 


"Timent———Medlar is roaſted by Banter at the, ordinary 


4 


——the old gentleman's advice le me. 


4 


DDEING as willing to drop the theme, as he to pro- 
D pole it, I accompanied him thither, where we 
touud Mr, Medlar and doctor Wagtail, diſpuring.upon, 
the word Cuſtard, which the phylician athrmed ſhoul 
be ſpelled with a G, becauſe it was derived from the 1550 


'another table. 
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tin verb guſta re, i to taſte.” But Medlar pleaded eu- 


ſtom in behalf of C, obſerving, that by the doctor's rule, 
we ought to change pudding into budding, b:eauſe it is 


derived from the French word Boudin; and in that caſe 


why not retain the original orthography and pronuncia» 


tion of all the foreign words we have adopted; by which 


means our language would become a diſſonant jargon ' 
without ſtandard or propriety. The controverſy was re» 
ferred to us; and Banter, notwithſtanding his real opi- 
nion to the contrary, decided it in favour of Wagtail: 
Upon which the peevith annuitant aroſe, and uttering 
the monolyllable, piſh with great emphaſis, removed to 

We then enquired of the doctor, what progreſs he 
had made in the experiment of diſtilſing tinder · water; 
and he told us he had been at all the glaſs-houſes abour 
town, but could find no body who would undertake to 
blow a retort large enough to hold the third part of the 
quantity preſcribed ; but he intended to try the proceſs 


on as much as would produce five drops, which would 


be ſufficient to prove the ſpecific, aud then be would 


make it a parliatnentary affair ; that he had already pur- 


chaſed a conſiderable weight of rags, in reducing which 
to tinder, he had met with a misfortune, which had o- 


bliged him to change his lodgings: For he had gathered 
then in a heap on the floor, and ſet fire to them with 
a candle, on the ſuppoſition that the boards would ſuſtaia 


no dantige, becauſe it is the nature of flime to aſcend; 


but by ſome very extraordinary accident, the wood was 


invaded, and began to blaze with great violence, which 


diſordered him {» much, that he bad not preſence of 


mind enough to call for aſſiſtance, and the whole houſe 


"muſt have been conſumed with him in the mid{t of it, 


had not the ſmoke that rolled out of the. windows in 


.clouds, alarmed the neighbouchood, and brought people 


to his luccour.— That he had loſt a pair of black velvet 


" breecnes, and atye-wig in the hurry, beſi des the expence 


of the rags, which were rendered uſeleſs by the water 
uſed t quench the flame, add ths damage of the floor, 


Which he was compelled to repair: — That his landlord 
| believing him diſtracted, had inſiſte d on his quittiag his 
apartment at à minute's warning, and he was put to in · 


credible 
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crecible inconvenience but now he was ſettled in A 
very cen ſcrtable houſe, and had the uſe of a large paved 
yard for preparir.g his tinder : So that he hoped in a ve- 
Ty ſhort time to reap the fruits of his labour. | 

© After having congratulated the doQtor on his proſpect, 
and read the papers, we repaired to an auction of pictures, 


_ "where ue entertained ourſelves an hour or two; from 


thence ue adjeutred to the Mall, and after two or three 
Twrns, went back to dinner, Banter sſſuring us, that be | 
intended to roaſt Medlar in that ordinary z and indeed 
"ne were ro ſooner ſet then the Cynic began to execute 
his purpoſe by telling the old gentleman, he looked ex- 
'tremely well, cer ſidering the little fleep he had enjoyed 
laſt night. To this compliment Medlar made no reply, 
but by a flare accompanied with a ſignificant grin ; and 
Banter went thus: © 1 don't know whether moſt to 
« admire, the charity of jour mind, or the vigour of 
« your body. Upon my foul, Mr. Medlar, you do ge- 
% nerous t?.ings with the beſt taſte of any man I know! 
% You extend your compaſſion to real objects, and ex- 
« act only ſuch returns as they are capable of making. 
% You muſt know, gentleman, (ſaid he, turning to the 
% company) I had been molt part of the night with a 
friend who is ill of a fever, and on my return home 
ee this morning chanced to paſs by a gin ſhop ſtill open, 
%u hence iſſued a confuſed ſound of mirth and jolkity z 
% Upon which I popped in my head and perceived Mr. 
% Medlar dancing bare headed in the midſt af ten or 
% twenty ragged bunters, who rejoiced at his expence. 
% But indeed, Mr. Medlar, you wught not to ſacrifice 
« your conltitucion to your benevolence. Conſider you | 
„ grow old apacez and therefore have a reverend care | 
% of your health, which mult certainly be very much im- 
„ paired by theſe nocturnal expeditions.” The telt 

fenior could no longer contain himſelt, but cried haſti- 
ly, is well known your tongue is no flander,” 
think, (ſaid the eb might ſpare that obſervas 
'* tion, as you are very ſenſible, that my tongue has done 
„ you fignal ſervice on many occafions, You may res 
% member, that when you made your addreſſes to the 


©: tat widow, who kept a public houſe at Iflington, there 
as areport ſpread very much to the prejuyice of your 


6 manhood, 
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%% manhood, which: comiag to the ears of your miſtreſs, 
3 you was diſtarded immediately; and I brought mat- 
« ters to a reconcili ation, by aſſuring her that you had 
es three baſtards at nurſe in the country: How you ruin- 
6« ed your affairs afterwards, it is neither my buſineſs nor 
« inclination to relate.” This anecdote, which had no 
other foundation than in Banter's own invention, af- 
forded a good deal of-mirth to every body preſent, and 
provoked Mr. Medlar beyond all ſufferance; ſo that he 
ſtarted up in a mighty paſſion, and forgetting that his 
mouth was full, beſpattered thoſe who fat next to him, 
while he diſcharged his indignation in a volley of oaths, 
and called Banter infigaificant puppy, impertinent jack» 
anapes, and an hundred ſuch appellations; telling the 
company, he had invented theſe falſe malicious aſperſions 
becauſe he would not lend him money to ſquander away 
upon rooks and whores. ——* A very likely tory (ſaid 
% Banter) that I ſhould attempt to borrow money of a 
% man who is obliged to practiſe a thouſand ſhifts to 
% make his weekly allowance hold out to Saturday's 
ee night, Sometimes he ſleeps four and twenty hours 
6 at a ſtretch, by which means he faves three meals, 
«+ beſides coffee-houſe expences. Sometimes he is fain 
« to put up wich bread and cheeſe and ſmall beer for din» 
< ner; and ſeinetimes he regales on two penny worth 
« of ox cheek in a cellar,” ——** You are a lying miſe 


, ** ereatit, (cried Medlar, in an ecſtacy of rage) I can al- 


« ways command money enough to pay your taylor's 
6+ bill, which I am ſure is no trifle: and I have a gaod 
% mind to give you a convincing proof of my circum» 
e (tances, by proſecuting you for defamatioa, ſirrah.““ 
By this time the violence of his wrath had deprived him 
-of his appetite, and he ſat ſilent, unable to ſwallow one 
mouthful, while his tormentor enj»yed his mortification 
and encreaſed his chagrin, by advifiag him to lay in 
plentifully for his next day's fait. x 
+ Dinner being ended, we came down ſtairs to the cofe 
'fee-ro0m, and Banter went away to keep an appointment, 
ſaying, he ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee Wagcail and me ia tae 
evening at the Bedford eoffee-houſe. He was no ſnoa - 
er gone, than the old geatlemaa took me ati le, and faidy 
he was ſorry to {ze me lo intimate with that fellow, who 
was 
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Was one of the moſt grateleſs rakes about town, and had 


already waſted a pood eftate and conſtitution upon har- 
lots; that he had been the rum of many a young wan, 
by introducing them into debauched company, and ſet- 


ting a lewd example of all manner of wickedneſs ; and 


that unleſs I was on my guard, he would firip me in a 
ſhort time, both of my money and reputation. 1 thank- 
ed him for his information, and promiſed to conduct my- 
ſelf accordingly, wiſhing however, his caution had been 

a few. hours more early, by which means I might have 
9920 five guineas. Notwithſtanding this intelligence, 


was inclined to impute ſome part of the charge to Med - 
lar's revenge for the liberties taken with him at dinner; 


and therefore, as ſoon as I could diſengage myſelf, appli- 
ed to Wagtail for his opinion of the character in queſti- 
on; reſolved to compare their accounts, allowing for 


the prejudice of each, and to form my judgment upon 


both, without adhering ſtrictly to either. The doctor 
aſſured me that he was a very pretty gentleman of fa - 
mily and fortune; a ſcholar, a wit, a eritick, and per- 
fectly well acquainted with the town; that his honour 
and courage were unqueſtionable, though ſome extrava- 
3 he had been guilty of, and bis talent for ſatire, 

ad procured him enemies, and made ſome people ſhy 
of his acquaintance, From theſe different fketches, I 
concluded that Banter was a young fellow of ſome parts, 
ue had ſpent his fortune, but retained his appetites, 
and fallen out with the world becauſe he could not en- 


Joy it to his wiſh. 


l went to the Bedford coffee-houſe in the evening, 
where I met my friends, from thence proceeded to the 
Play, and afterwards carried them home to my lodgings, 
here we ſupped in great good humour, | 


x P. 
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Zrereive a challenge Ihe conſsquencer of it 75e 
quarrel being made up. am put in arreſt, by the care and 
affettion of Strap —but immediately releaſæ upon ex · 
plaining my affair — the behaviour ef Mr. Gregan 
and his two friends I vit Melinda, whom I 
divert with an account of the due! propoſe mar- 
ringe he refers the matter to her mother, ffom | 
"whom / make a ſolemn demani of her daughter- —— —the 
old lady's behaviour —————{ am diſcarded, reſent their 
diſdain. | 1 55 I ' | 


'HEN I was ready to go abroad next day, Strap 
brought me a letter, To Mr. Ran lom, Ri: Thoſe. 
— Which, upon opening, I found contained a caallenge 
conceived-in theſe very extraordinary terms: 


«SIR, | | 
X HEREAS I am informed that you make love 
« VV to Miſs Melinda Gooſetrap, This is to let 
% you know, that ſhe is under the promiſe of marriage 
to me; and that I am at this preſent waiting at the 
«© back of Montague-houſe, with a pair of good piſtols 
% in my hand; and if you will keep your appointment, 
« I will make your tongue confeſs (afcer the breath 
= gi = of your body) that you do not deſerve her as 
as - | 


*66- 


0 Tours, &c. 
% Roux Oake AN.“ 


I gueſſed from the ſtyle and ſubſcription of this billet, 
that my rival was a true Meleſian, and was not a little 
uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that part, in which he 
aſſerted his right to my miſtreſs by promiſe, a circum- 
ſtance I did not know how to reconcile to her good ſenſe 
and penetration. However, this was no time for me to 
decline the defiance, becauſe the ſucceſs of my addreſſes 
might in a great meaſure depend upon my behaviour in 
that affair. I therefore immediately loaded my piltols, 

Vor. I = A | and 
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and betook myſelf in a hackney-coach to the place ap- 
pointed, where I found a tall raw boned man, with a 
dard featured countenance, and black buſhy beard, walk- 
ipg by himſelf, wrapped up in a ſhabby great coat, over 
which his own hair deſcended in a leathern quene from 
his head, that was covered with a greaſy hat, trimmed 
_ with a tarniſhed point d"e/pange. He no looner perceive 
cd me acvancing, than he pulled a piſtol from his boſom, 
and-preſenting at me, ſnapt it without the leaſt preamble. 
:Alarmed at this rude ſalutation, I made a ſtand, and be- 
fore, he could adjuſt his other piece, fired one of mine at 
him without doing any damage. By this time he was 
ready with his ſecond, that flaſhed in the pan without 
going off; Upon which he called with a true Tipperary 
cadence, Fire away, honey” —and began to hammer 
his :flint with -great deliberation But I was reſolved 
to make uſe of this advantage fortune had given me; 
and theretore Rept up without throwing away my fire, 
deſiring him to atk his life, or prepare for another world; 
but this ſtout Hibernian refuted to condeſcend, and com- 
plained bitterly of my having ꝗuitteq my ground before 
he could return my ſhot; daying I ought to go back to 
my (tation, and let him have an equal chance with me. 
1 endeavoured to perſuade him,:that I had given him a 
double chance already; and it was my buſineſs to pre- 
vent him trom enjoying the third ; but now, ſince I had 
an qpportunity, 4 demanded a parley, and deſired to 
know his condition, and reaſon for calling me to the field, 
who, to the belt of my remembrance, far from havin 
done him any injury, had never before ſeen him. He 
told me that he was a gentleman of fortune, who had 
ipent all he had, and hearing that Melinda had got ten 
thouſand pounds, he intended to make himſelf matter of 
that ſum by eſpouſing her, and was determined in an 
honourable way to cut the throats of all thoſe who ſtood 
between him and his hopes. I then demanded to know 
the foundation of his hopes; and now that I had ſeen 
him, bęing more and mare a{tonithed at the circumſtance 
ot ine promiſe, deſired that he would explain that my- 
ſtery : — He gave me to underitand, that he truſted en - 
. tirely to his birth and perſonal merit; that he had fre- 
- quently written to Melinda, ſetting forth his claim and 
ok - © prætenſions 
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pretenſions, but ſhe was never kind enough to ſend an 
anſwer, or even to admit him. into her preſence ; and 
that the promiſe he mentioned in his letter, was made 
by his friend Mr. Ganagan, who aſſur:d him, that nn 
woman could reſiſt a mani of his appearance. I could 
not forbear laughing to exceſs, at the ſimplicity of my 
rival, who did not ſeem to reliſh my mirth, but began 
tobe very ſerious : Upon which I endeavoured to appeaſe 
him, by giving him my word and honour, that far from 
prejudicing his addreſſes to the lady, I would repreſent 
him to her-in the moſt favourable light I could chooſe 
with any regard to truth ; but he mult not be ſurpriſed 
if ſhe ſhould remain blind to his deſerts, for _— 
was more «capricious than a woman's mind, and the af- 
fection of that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with virtue a- 
lone. That my declaration might have the better effect, 
I took notice of his diſhabille, and profeſſing ſorrow at 
ſeeing a gentleman reduced, flipt two guineas inte his 
hand, at ſight of which he threw away his piſtols, and 
hugging me in his arms, oried, © Arrah, by Jeſus now, 
$ you are the beſt friend I have met with theſe ſeven 
&« long years.” When I had ſuffered ſome minutes in 
his embrace, he -quitted me, and picking up his ruſty 
arms, Wiſhed the devil might burn him if he ever ſhould 
give me any further trouble about womankind. | 
The guarrel being thus amicably compoled, I begged 
leave to look at his piſtols, which I found ſo.crazy and 
ſo foul, that I believe it was happy for him neither of 
them was diſcharged, for one of them would certainly 
have ſplit in the going off, and he would in all probabi- 
lity, have loſt his hand in the exploſion ; but what gave 
me alively idea of the man's character was, to find, up- 
on examination, that one of them had been loaded withe 
vut being primed, and the other primed without a 
charge. | | | | 
While we walked home together, I expreſſed a defire 
of knowing my new friend's hiſtory; and he informed 
me of bis having ſerved in the German army as a volun- 
teer againſt the Turks; that for his behaviour at the 
liege of Belgrade, he had been honoured with an enſign's 
commiſſion, and afterwards promoted to the rank of lieu» 
tenanty ia which 3 was his mis fortune to * | 
6.7885 | 5 3 
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bis captain who challenged him to the field, and was 
killed in the duel upon which he was obliged to retreat; 
that he had been.in England ſome years ſoliciting his 


friends for proviſion in the Britiſh army; but being hi- 


therto unſucceſstul, was deſired by Mr. Gahagan to turn 
Histhovghts to matrimony, and make his fortune by an 
advantageous match; in conſequence of which advice, 
he had made up to Melinda, and having heard by means 
of an Iriſh footman in the family, that I was her chief 
favourite, had called me out in hopes of removing, by 
my death, the greateſt obſtruction to his defires; but now _ 
hewas convinced of my honour and generoſity, heſwore 
by the bleſſed virgin, he would think no more of her, if 
there was not another woman in the world. As a far- 
ther proof of his veracity, which 1 did not at all doubt, 
he opened an old iron inuf box, and pulled out his com- 
miſſion in the imperial army, and his captain's challenge, 
which he preſerved as teſtimonials of his character. 1 
was ſo well convinced of this poor man's honeſty and 
courage, that I determined to ſpeak in his behalf to ſome 
of my aequaintance, who might recommend his caſe to 
the-conſideration df thoſe who could provide for him; 
and in the mean time to accommodate him with a few 
clothes, by which his appearance would be much mend- 
ed, and himielf enabled to renew his ſolicitations in per · 
__ -**. *; | 25 | | 
As we walked along vonverſing ſocially together, we 
were met by a file of muſqueteers, and Strap at their 
Read, who no ſooner approached, than with a frantic 
took; he cried, ** Seize them! —— in the name of God 1 
4 ſeize them.“ We were accordingly furrounded, and 
1 put in arreſt by the corporal, who was commanding 
officer; but captain Oregan diſengaged himſelf, and 
ran vith ſuch ſpeed towards Tottenham-court road, that 
he was out of fight in a moment. When my arms were 
delivered up, and myſelf ſecured, Scrap became a little 
more compoſed, and alked pardon for the liberty he had 
taken; which he hoped I would excuſe, as it proceeded 
from his affection: He then told me that, ſuſpecting the 
letter (which by the bye was brought by the author him- 
ſelt) contained ſomething extraordinary, he had peeped 
through the key hole, and ſeen me load my piſtols; up- 
A K 51 | on 
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on which he ran down to Whitehall, and applied to the 


officer on guard, for a party to put me in arreſt, but be- 


fore he returned, I was gone in a coach; that he had 
enquired which way I went, and having heard that duels: 
were commonly fought at the back of Montague houſe; 


he conducted the guard to this place, where he thanked 


God for having found me ſafe and ſound, I gave him 
to underſtand that I forgave his officious concern for 
once, but cautioned him in pretty ſevere terms, from 
making me the ſubject of idle converſation for the future; 
then turning to the corporal, thanked him for his care, 
and gave him a crown to drink with his men, aſſuting 
him that the rencontre was over long before he came up, 
and every thing compromiſed, as he might have obſervs 
ed by our behaviour; as farther” proof of Which, he 
. would find upon examination, that one of my piſtols had 
been ditcharged but this civil perſon, without giving 


himſelf or me any further trouble, received the bounty. 


with a thouſand bows and acknowledgments, and cetura· 
ing the piſtols, releaſed me immediately. If 
e was not gone a hundred yards, when my friend 


Oregan came up, in order to reſcue me, with two tat- 


terdemalions waom-he had engaged for that purpoſe, a- 


bout the purlieus of St. Giles: One of them was armed 


with a muſket that wanted a lock, and another with a 
ruſty broad ſword; but their dreſs ſurpaſſed all deſerip- 


tion.— When he underitood 1 was already free, he made 


an apology tor his abrupt departure, and introduced me 
to his two companions: Firſt, to counſellor Fitzeclabber, 
who, he told me, was then employed in compiliag-a 
| hiſtory of the kings of Munſter, from Iriſh manuſcripts ; 
and then to his friend Mr. Gabagan, WhO was a pro- 
found philoſopher and politician, and had projected ma- 
ny excellent ſchemes for the good of bis couãtry.— 
But it ſcems theſe literati had been very ill rewarded for 
their ingenious labours z for between them both, there 
was but one thirt and half a pair of breeches. I thanks 
add them very kindly for their readineſs to aſſiſt me, and 


having offered my ſervice in my turn, bade chem good 


morrow, deſir ing Oregan to accompany me to my lod- 


gings, where he was fitted with deceat clothes from my 
: Kardrobes ſo much to his n that he ſwore 
E 3 ec..ternal 
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eternal gratitude and friendſhip to mne, and, at my re” 
queſt, reconnted all the — Hb of his life. 

In the afternoon I waited on Melinda, who etre 
me with great kindneſs and familiarity, and laughed 
exceſſively at my adventure with the Iriſhman, to whofe 
wiſhes ſhe was no ſtranger, having more than a dozen 
letters in her poſſeſſion, which he had wrote to her on 
the ſubject of love, and which, for my entertainment, 
ſhe fubmitted ro my peruſal. Having made ourſelves 
merry at the expence of this poor admirer, | ſeized the 
opportunity of her mother's going out of the room, and 
introduced my own paſſion, which I recommended to her 

with all the ardour and eloquenee I was maſter of 
1 flattered, ſighed, ſwore, entreated, and acted a thous 
ſand extravaganees, in hopes of making ſome impreſſion 
on her heart; but the heard every thing 1 ſaid without 
dileouering the leaſt emotion; and other company came 

in, before ihe would vouchiafe one ſerious reply. After 
tea, the cards were brought in according to cuſtom) and 
it was my good fortune to have Melinda tor my partner ;. 
by which means, inſtead of lolings came of with fire 
guineas clear gain. 

I ſoon became acquainted with a good many a 
of fathion, and ſpent my- time in the modith. diverſions 
of the town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſquerades, drums, 
aſſemblies, and puppet ſhows; chiefly in company with 
Melinda, whom 1 cultivated with all the eagerneſs. 
and addreſs that my proſpect could inſpire, and my edu- 
cation afford ; I ſpared neither my perſon nor my purſe, 
to gratity her vanity and pride; my rivals were intimi- 
dated, and indeed outſhone ; and after all, L began te 
fear that the dear creature had not a heart to loſe. At 
laſt, finding myielf unable to iupport the expence of this 
amour much longer, I was determined to bring the 
matter to a criſis; and one evening, while we were to- 
gether by ourſelves, complained of her indifference, de- 
{cribed the tortures of ſuipence to a love · ſick mind, and 
preſſed her to dilcloſe her ſentiments of matrimony aud 
me, with ſuch earneſtneſs, that ſhe could not, wich all 
her art, ſhift the ſubje&t, but was obliged to come to an 
eclaireiſlement.— dhe told me with a carelets air, that 
mne had no objection to m perion, and if I could — 
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ker mother in other particulars, I ſhould not find her 
averſe to the match; but ſhe was reſolved to do nothing 
in ſuch a momentous concern without the advice and 
conſent of her parent. This was no very agreeable 
declaration to me, whoſe aim had been to win her in- 
clination firſt, and then ſecure my r „er a private 
marriage, to which I flattered myſelf the would expreſs 
no relutance.——That I might not, however, deſert my” 
cauſe before it was deſperate, I waittd' on her mother, 
and with great formality demanded the daughter in mar- 
riage. The good lady, who was a very notable woman, 
behaved with great ſtate and civility; thanked me for 
the honour I intended her family; and ſaid, ſhe did not 
doubt that I was in all reſpects qualified to make a wo- 
man happy; but it concerned her, as a parent anxious 
about the welfare of her child, to enquire into the par- 
ticulars of my fortune, and know what ſettlement I pro- 
poſed to make. To this intimation, which would have 
utterly diſconcerted me, if I had not expected it, I replied 
without heſitation, that though my fortune was very 
mall, I was a gentleman by birth and education, would 
maintain her daughter in the ſphere of a gentle woman, 
and fettie- her own dowry on her and her heirs for ever. 
— This careful matron did not ſeem to'reliſh my propolal;, 
but oblerved with a demure countenance, that there 
was no neceſſity for ſettling that upon her child which 
was her own already: However, if I pleaſed, her lawyer 
ſhould confer with mine upon the matter; and in the 
mean time, ſhe deſired I ſhould favour her with the pe- 

ruſal of my rent- roll. Notwithſtanding the vexatiou 1 
was under, I could ſcarce forbear laughing in her face, 
at the mention of my rent-roll, which was, indeed, a ſc- 
vere piece of ſatire upon my pretenſions. I frankly 
owned I had no landed eſtate: And told her, that 1. 
could not exactly ſpecify the ſum I was maſter of, until 
I had regulated my affairs, which were at preſent in ſome 
diſorder: but that I would take an opportunity of ſatis» 
fying her on that head very ſoon, 

It was not long before I took my leave, and returned 
to: my. lodgings in a very melancholy mood, perſuaded 
that I had nothing more to expect from that quarter. 
was confirmed in this opinion next day, when I went 

E 4 ; back. 
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back with a view of explaining myſelf. more fully to the 
old gentle woman: and was told by the footman, that 
his ladies were not at home, although I had ſeen Me- 
linda through the blinds at a parlour window, as I went 
up to the door. Incenſed at this affront, I quitted the 
door, without ſaying one word, and as I re paſſed the 
parlour, bowed to Miſs, who Hill remained in the ſame 
ſituation, ſecurely ſcreened, as . the thought, from my 
view. | ix 

This diſappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on 
Strap? s account, than my, own ; for 1 was in no danger 
of dying for love of Melinda; on the contrary, the re- 
membrance of my charming Narciſſa, was a continual 
check upon my conſcience, during the whole courſe of 
my addreſſes; and perhaps contributed to the bad ſuc. 
ceſs of my ſcheme, by controuling my raptures and con- 
demuing my deſign. 

There was a neceſſity for informing my companion of 
every thing that happened to me, and I. performed this. 
piece of duty in an affected paſſion, ſwearing I would 
be his pack horſe no longer, and deſired him to take the 
management of his affairs into his own hands. This 
fineſſe had the deſired effe d, for inſtead of grumbling 
over my miſcarriage, Strap was trightened at the paſſion 
- I feigned, and begged me tor the love of Gad to be ap- 
peaſed; ; obſerving, that although we had ſuffered a great 
Joſs, it was not irreparable; and if fortune frowned to- 
day. he might perhaps ſmile to-morrow. I pretended. 
to acquieſce in his remarks, praiſe his equanimity, and 
promile to improve by mistortune. He, on. the other 
Hand, pretended to be perte&tly well ſatisfied with my 
conduct. and conjured me to follow the dictates ot my 
own reflection; but in ſpite of all his affeQatiou, I could 
- perceive his hd affliction, and his . aebi ig. 

creaſed in longitude from that day. 1 ; 
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T hing to be revenged on Melina —apply to Banter for 
bis aſſiſtance le contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, 
avhich it put in execution with great ſucceſs I make an 
attempt on the heart of Miſs Gripewell, but am diſappoint- 
ed. —pgrow melancholy at my diſappointment, and have re. 
courſe to the bottle receive a billet doux Am ravi hed 
with the. contents — ind myſelf" involved in an intrigus, 
which { imagined would make my fortune -n con- 
founded at my miſtake, which baniſhes all thoughts of ma» 
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in ſearch of another miſtreſs, and the deſire of being 
revenged on Melinda, in both which ſchemes I was ve- 
ry much aſſiſted by Billy Chatter, who was ſuch a ne- 
ceſſary creature among the ladies, that in all private 
dances he engaged the men. To him therefore I ap» 
plied, defiring he would introduce me to a partner of 
fome figure, at the next private aſſembly, for the ſake of 
a froliek, the intention of which l would afterwards com- 
municate. Billy, who had heard ſomething of a dif- 
ference between Melinda and me, immediately ſmoked 
part of my deſign, and thinking I only wanted to alarm 
Her jealouſy a little, promiſed to geatify my deſire, by 
matching me to a partner worth thirty thonſand pounds, 
whom the ladies of this end of the towa had lately taken - 
into their management and protection. Upon further 
inquiry, I found this perſon's name was Miſs Biddy 
Gripe well; that her father, who had been a pawn» 
broker, died inteſtate, by which means all his ſubſtance 
deſcended to his daughter, who was ſo little a favourite, - 
that could the old man have prevailed with his own ra. 
pacious diſpoſition, to part with as much money as would 
have paid: the expence of a will, ſhe would not have in- 
herited a ſixth part of his fortune; —that during his life, 
far from being educated in a way ſuitable to ſuca great 
expectations, the was obliged to live like a ſervant wenca, 
and do the moſt menial offices in the family. But his 
funeral was * than ſhe aſſumzd the 
wy £ 5. g ; a * 
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fine lady, and found ſo many people of both ſexes, to 
fatter, careſs, and inſtruct her, that, for want of diſ- 
cretion and experience, ſhe, was grown inſufferably vain 
and arrogant, and pretende& to no leſs than a duke or 
_ earl at leaſt, for her hnſband ; ——that ſhe had. the miſ- 
fortune to be neglected by the Engliſh quality, but a cer - 
tain Scottiſh lord was then making intereſt to be intro- 
duced to her acquaintance, In the mean time, .ſhe 
was falling into the hands of a notable lady, who had 
already difpoſed of her to a lieutenant of foot, a diſtant 
relation of her ladyſhip's, though Mifs as yet knew no- 
thing of the affair; and laſtly, that if L propoſed: to- 
dance with her, I muſt give him leave to repreſent me as 
a knight or foreign count at leaſt. I was raviſhed at 
this piece of information, and conſented, for one night, 
to per ſonate a French marquis, that I might the caſter 
fulfil my revenge. 8 1 
Having made the appointment with Chatter, I went 
to Banter's lodgings, as I had by this time conceived a 
great opinion of his penetration and knowledge; and 
after I had enjoined ſecrecy told him every circumſtance 
of my diſgrace with Melinda, and imparted the plan IL 
had projected to mortify that proud coquette, . deſiring 
His advice in improving, and aſſiſtance in executing the 
icheme. Nothing could be more agreeable to his mi- 
- Canthropical: temper, than an account of her behaviour 
and my reſentment: He applauded my reſolution, and 
propoſed that I ſhauld not only provide myſelf with a 
proper partner, but alſo procure ſuch an one for Miſs. 
Gootetrap, as thould infallibly entail. upon her the ridi- 
cule of her acquaintance : For this purpoſe he men- 
tioned his barber, who, he ſaid, was an exceeding cox- 
comb lately come from Paris, whoſe ablurd affection 
and grimace would eatily-pals upon ker, tor the ſpright- 
Iy politeſſe of a gentleman improved by travel. I hugged 
him tor this hint; and he aſſured ys it would be no. 
difficult matter to make him believe, that Melinda ha- 
ving leen him by accident was captivated by his ap- 
pearance, and longed tor his acquaintance. ——He actually 
_ engaged him on this pretence, and painted his good for- 
tule in iueh colours, that the poor ſhaver was quit be- 
nude hienſeli with jof. He was immediately fitted with 
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a'tawdry ſuit of clothes belonging to Banter, and by him 
recommended to Chatter, as a pretty fellow juſt returned 
from his travels. Maker Billy. who ated as gentleman- 
uſher to a great many of the fair ſex in and about town, 
undertook, at once, to beſpeak Melinda in his behalf; 
and every thing happened according to my wilh. F 
At the time appointed, I appeared dreſſed to the beſt 
advantage; and in the character of Marquis, had the 
honour of opening the ball with the rich heireſs, who 
attracted the eyes of the whole company, by the prodi- 
gious number of jewels with which ſhe was adorned; — 
Among others I perceived Melinda, who could no more 
conceal her envy than aſtoniſhment at my ſucceſs; Her 
curiofity was ſtill more flagrant and tormenting, for ſhe 
had never ſeen Miſs Gripewell before; and Chatter, who 
alone could give her ſatisfaction on that head, was 
engaged in converſation at the other end of the room. — 
1 obſerved her impatience, and exulted in her chagrin ; 
and after my partner was ſet, took the opportunity of 
paſſing by her to. make a ſlight bow without Ropping 3 
which compleated my triumph and her indignation. She 
changed colour, bridled up, aſſumed an air of diſdain,, 
and flirted her fan with ſuch a fury, that it went to 
pieces in 2- moment, to the no ſmall entertainment of. 
thoſe who ſat near. and. obſerved her, 1 
At length the metamorphoſed barber took her out, 
and ated his · part with ſuch ridiculous extravagance, 
that the mirth ot the whole company was exeited at his 
expence, and his partner ſo much aſhamed, that before 
the country dances began ſhe retired in great confuſion, - 
under pretence of being taken ſuddenly ill, and was fol- 
lowed by her gallant, who, no doubt, imagined her in - 
diſpoltion was nothing but love; and laid hold of che 
occaſion of conducting her home, to comfort her, with 
an aſſurance of his entertaining a reciprocal paſſioa. 
They were no ſooner gone, than an inquiſitive v hiſper 
of «6 Who is he.?“ ran about the room; and Cuatter 
could give them no other intelligence about him, than 
that he was a man of fortune, jult returned from his ca. 
vels: [, who alone was acquainted with his rea! quality 
affected ignorance, well knowing that female curioliey ; 
_ would not reſt {atisfied with ſuch a geaeral account, aa - 
£ SC thai 


108 THE ADVENTURES OF | 


that the diſcovery would proceed with a better grace 
from any body than me. K e 6c 
Mean while, I was tempted by the richneſs of the 
prize, to practiſe upon Mifs Gripewell's heart, but ſoon 
found it too well fortified with pride and indifference to 
yield to any efforts in my own character, and I neither 
would nor could preſenve the title I had borrowed longer 
than that night. | 1 
A s expected, every thing came to light next day: 
The barber, in pure ſimplicity of heart, detected himſelf 
to Melinda, and diſcovered the foundation of his hopes; 
he ſickened at the affront, and was aſnamed to ſhew her 
tace in public for many weeks after this accident. Poor 
Chatter found it impoſſible'to juſtify himſelf to her ſatis» 
faction; was in utter diſgrace with Miſs Gripewell, for 
having, impoſed me upon her as a nobleman ;. and ſuf- 
fered very much in his character and influence. among 
the ladies in general. | WY 94 
Finding my finances diminiſhed more than one half. 
and my project as little advanced as on the firſt day of 
my arrival in town; I began to deſpair of my ſucceſs, 
and grew melancholy at the proſpect of approaching 
want. To diſpel the horrors. of-chis fiend, I had re- 
_ courſe to the bottle, and kept more company than ever. 
l became particularly attached to the play-houſe, cone 
verſed with the actors behind the ſcenes, grew acquainte. 
ed with a body of templars, and in a ſhort time com» 
inenced a profeſſed wit and critic. Indeed I may fay,. 
without vanity, that I was much better qualified than 
any of my companions, who were, generally ſpeaking. 
of all the creatures LI ever converſed with, the molt ig- 
norant and aſſumiug. By means of theſe avocations, I 
got the better of care, and learned to ſeparate my ideas 
in ſuch a manner, that whenever I was attacked by a 
gloomy refleQion, I could ſhove it aſide, and call in ſome 
agreeable reverie co my aflitance, —— This was not the 
caſe with Strap, who practiſed a thouſand ſhifts to con · 
ceal the forrow that preyed upon his carcaſe, and res 
di ed him to the reſemblance of a/ mere ſkeletoon: 
While 1 thus poſted, in a thoughtleſs manger, to- 
wards poverty, I one day received, by the penny · poſt, 
a letter written in a woman's hand, containing a great 
many. 
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| many high · flow/n compliments, warm proteſtations of- 
love, couched in a very poetical ſtile, an earneſt deſire 
of knowing whether or not my heart was engaged, by 
leaving an anſwer at a certain place directed to R. B. 
and the whole ſubſcribed, «© Your incognita.“ I was. 
tranſported with joy on reading the contents of this bil- 
let · doux, which Jadmired as a maſter piece of tenderneſs 
and elegance, and was already up to the ears ian love 
with the author, whom my imagination repreſented as a 
lady of fortune, in the bloom of youth and beauty. 
Elevated with this conjecture, I went to work and ex- 
 hauſted my invention in compoſing an anſwer ſuitable 
to the ſublimity of her ſtyle, and the ardour of her ſen- 
timents. I expreſſed my admiration of her wit in terms 
the moſt hyperbolical, and while I acknowledged myſelf 
unworthy of her regard, declared myſelf. enamoured 
of her underſtanding ; and in the moſt pathetic manner 
implored the honour. of an interview. Having fiailhed . 
this performance, and communicated. it to Strap, who 
ſkipped about for joy, 1 diſpatched him with it to the 
place appointed, which was the houſe of a milliner not 
far from Bond- ſtreet, and deſired him to keep watch a 
near the door for ſome time, that he might diſcover the 
perſon who ſhould call for it. In leſs than an hour he 
returned with a joyful countenance, and. told ma that 
foon after he had delivered the letter, a chairman was 
called, to whom it was given, with directions to carry 
it to the houſe of a rich gentleman in the neighbours 
hood whither he (Strap) followed him, and ſaw it put 
into the hands of a. waiting - woman, who paid the meſ · 
ſenger, and thut the door. That upon enquiry at an 
ale houſe hard by, where he called for a piut of beer, 
he underſtood, the gentleman to whom the houſe, be- 
longed had an only daughter, very handſome, who would 
inherit his whole eſtate; and who certainly was the au- 
thor of the billet | had received. I was of the ſame opi · 
nion, and hugged myſelf on the happy proſpect, dreſſed. 
ip mediately, and paſſed in great (tate by the houtt that. 
contained my unknown admirer. - Nor was my vanity 
diſappointed; for I perceived a beautiful young creature 
Randing at one of the windows of the dining room, 
Wen oblerved me with more than common. 
— 


This performance being ſealed and directed, was ſent 
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curioſity. That I might indulge her view, and at the 
fame time feat my own, I affected to ſtop, and gave 
orders to Strap, in the ſtreet, juſt oppoſite to her tation, 
by which means I had an opportunity of ſeeing her more 
diſtinctly, and of congratulating myſelf on having made 
a conqueſt of ſo much perfection. In a few minutes 


' the retired, and I betook myſelf to the ordinary, in a 


rapture of hope, which deprived me of appetite for 
tirat meal, and ſent me home in the evening to indulge: 


- my contemplation: 


Early next day, I was favoured with another epiſile 
from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her unutterable 
joy at the receipt of mine, which, while it made a ten» 


der of my heart, convinced her of the value of it. A. 


bove all things, ſhe profeſfſed extreme pleafure in finding 
me ſo mueh attached to her underſtanding, a circums 
ſtance that not only flattered her in the moſt ſenſible 
part, but at the ſame time argued my own ſagacity.— 
As for the interview I defired, ſhe afſared me, that I 
could not be more eager for ſuch an occaſion than ſhe z 
but ſhe muſt not only ſacrifiee a little more to decorum, 
but be ſatisfied of my honourable intentions before ſhe 
would grant that requeſt: Mean while, ſhe gave me to 
underſtand, that although ſhe might owe ſome deference ' 
to the opinion of certain perſons, ſhe was reſolved, in 
an affair that ſo nearly concerned her happineſs, to con- 
fult her own inclination, preferable to the advice of the 
whole world ; eſpecially as ſhe was urged to ſuch con- 
deſcenſion by no conſideration of fortune, what ſhe de- 
pended upon being her own without reſtriction or controul. 


Struck with admiration at the philoſophy and ſelf. de- 


nial of my miureſs, who ſeemed inſenſible of the beauty 


The poſſeſſed; and, in particular, raviſhed with that 


piece of intelligence, by which IL learned her fortune was 
independent, I reſum: d the pen, launched out into en- 
comiuins on the dignity of her ſentiments, affected to 
undervalue the charms of external beauty, pretended to 


ground my paſſion on the qualities of her mind; com- 
plained of her rigour ia ſacriſioing my repoſe to an overs 
ſerupulous regard to decorum, aud declared the purity 


ef my deſigus in the moſt ſolemn and pathetic vows. - 


TS 
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to the place appointed, by Strap, who that we might be- 
ſtill the more confirmed in our belief, ren-wed his watch, 
and in a little time brought back the ſame information 
as before, with this addition, that Miſs Sparkle, (the 
name of my correſpondent) looking out at the window, 
no ſooner ſaw the meſfenger arrive, than ſhe ſhut the 
caſement in a fort of beautiful confufion, and diſappear» 
ed; eager, no doubt, to hear from the dear object of her 


Z love. ; 


My doubts now vaniſhed, the long expected port ap- 
peared, and I looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure of 
that happineſs I had been in queſt of ſo long. After 
dinner, I ſanatered in company. with doctor Wagtail, to 
that part of the town in which my enamorata lived; and 
as he was a mere regiſter, inquired of him into the name, 
character and fortune of every body who poſſeſſed a good 
houſe in the ſtreets through which we paſſed; when it 
came to his turn to mention Sir John Sparkle, he re- 
preſented him as a man of an immenſe eſtate and narrow 
diſpoſition, who mewed up his only child, a fine young 
lady, from the converſation of mankind, under the ſtrict- 
watch and inſpection of an old governante, who was ei · 
ther ſo honeſt, envious or inſatiable, that no body had 
been, as yet, able to make her a friend, or get acceſs 
to her charge, though numbers attempted it every day ;. 
not ſo much on account of her expectations from her fa- 
ther, who being a widower might marry again, and have 
ſons,.as for a fortune of twelve thouſand pouads left her. 
by an uncle, of which {he could not be deprived. — - 
This piece of news exactly tallying with the la part ot 
the letter I had been honoured with in the morning, 
bad ſuch an effect on me, that any man except Wagtail, 
might have obſerved my emotion; but his attention was. 
too much. engrolſed by the contemplation of his own. 
importance, to ſuffer him to be affected with the 
de portment of any other body, unleſs it happened to- 
be ſo particular, that he could not help taking notice 
ot it. | 
When I had diſengaged myſelf from him, whoſe con» 
verſation grew inlipid to me, I went home, and made. 
Strap acquainted with the fruit of my reſearches. —Lais - 
faithful Iauire was almoit choaked with traniports, aud. 
f even 
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even wept with joy: but whether on aceount of himſelf 
or me, I ſhall not pretend to determine. Next day 
a third bi/let-doux was brought to me, containing many 
expreſſions of tenderneſs, mingled with ſome affecting 
doubts about the artifice of man, the inconſtancy of 
youth, and the jealouſy often attending the maſt ſincere 
paſſion; withal defiring I would exeuſe her, if ſne ſhould 
try me a little longer, before ſhe declared herſelf beyond 
the power of retracting.— Theſe intereſting ſcruples 
added fuel to my flame, and impatience to my hope: 
I redaubled my complaints of her indifference,and preſſed 
her to an aſſignation with ſuch fervid entreaties, that in 


a few days ſhe conſented to meet me at the houſe of 


that milliner, who had forwarded all my letters. 
During the interval between the date of her promiſe, 
and the hour of appointment, my pride ſoared beyond 
all reaſon and deſcription; I loſt all remembrance of the 

gentle Narciſſa, and my thoughts were wholly employ - 

ed in planning triumphs over the malice and contempt 
of the world. | | ; | 

At length the happy hour arrived, I flew to the place 
of rendezvous, and was conducted into an apartment, 
where I had not waited ten minutes, when I heard the 


ruſtling of filk and the ſound of feet aſcending the ſtairs: - 
My heart took the alarm, and beat quick, .my cheeks 


glowed; my nerves thrilled, and my knees ſhook with. 
extaſy I perceived the door opening, ſaw a gold bro- 
cade petticoat advance, and ſprung forward to embrace 
my charmer. Heaven and earth! how ſhall I paiat 
my ſituation, when l found Miſs Sparkle converted into 


 a'wrinkled hag turned of ſeventy ! I was ſtruck dumb 


with amazement, and petrifizd with horror! This an- 
cient urganda perceived my diſorder, and approaching 
with a languiſhing air, ſeized my hand,aſking ina ſqueax- 
ing tone, if I was indiſpoſed, — Her monitrous affecta- 
tion completed the diſguſt I had conceived tor her at firſt - 
appearance; and it was a long time before I could com - 
mand myſelt ſo much, as to behave with commoa civis 
lity: At length, however, 1 recollected mylelf, aud 


pronounced an apology for my behaviour, which, I ſaid. . - 


proceeded from a dizzineſs that ſeiææd me all of a ſudden. 


—My hoary Dulcinea, who, no doubt, had been _—_ 
| -n | wy 


— 


RODERTCEK RANDOM 183 


ed at my confuſion, no ſooner learned the cauſe to whieh 
E now aſcribed it, than ſhe diſcovered her joy in a thou; 
ſand amorous coquetries, and aſſumed the ſprightly airs 
of a girl of ſixteen. One while, ſhe ogled me with her 
dim eyes, quenched in rheum; then, as if ſhe was a- 
| ſhamed of that freedom, ſhe aff-ted-to look down, bluſh, 
and play with her fan, then toſs her head that I might 
not Perceive a palſy that ſhook it, aſk ſome childiſh que- 
Rions with a liſping accent, giggle and grin with her- 
mouth ſhut, to conceal the ravages of time upon her 
teeth, leer upon me again, ſigh piteouſly, fling herſelf 
about in her chair to ſhow her agility, and act a great 
many more abſurdities that youth and beauty can alone 
excuſe— Shocked as I was at my diſappointment, my 
diſpoſition was incapable of affronting any perſon who- 
loved me; I therefore endeavoured to put a good face 
on the matter for the preſent, reſolved to drop the whole 
affair as ſoon as I ſhould get clear of her company; with. 
this view I uttered ſome civil things, and in particular 
de ſired to know the name and condition of the lady who- 
had honoured me ſo much. —She told me her name was 
Withers, that ſhe lived with Sir John Sparkle in quali- 
ty ot governeſs to nis own daughter, in which ſituation 
the had picked up a comfortable ſufficieney to make her 
ealy for lite; that ſhe had the pleaſure of ſeeing. me at 
church, where my appearance and deportance made ſuch 
an impreſſion upon her heart, that the chuld enjoy no 
. eaſe until ſhe had inquired into my. character, which ſhe 
found fo amiable in all reſpe&s, that ſhe yielded to the 
violence of her inclination, and ventured to declare her: 
paſſion, with too little regard perhaps to the decorum of 
her ſex ; but ſhe hoped IL would forgive a treſpaſs of which 
1.myfelf was, in ſome meaſure, the. cauſe, and imputed. 
her intruſion to the irreſiſtible dictates of love. No dee 
cayed rake ever ſwallowed a bolus: with more reluctance 
than I felt in making a reply ſuitable to this compli- 
ment, when, inſtead of the jewel, I found the crazy.. 
caiket only in my power; and yet my hopes began co 
revive a little, when I conſidered, that by carrying an 
the appearance of an intrigue with the duenua, L might 
poiſi bly obtain acceſs to her charge. Encouraged by this 
4uggeſtion, my temper grew more ſerege, my reſerve 
| | 123 „ Wore. 


— 
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wore cM, I talked en cavalier, and even made love to 
this antiquated coquette, who ſeemed extremely happy 
in her adorer, and ſpread all herallurements to make her 
imagined conqueſt more ſecure. The good woman 
of the houſe treated us with tea and ſweet meats, and 
afterwards withdrew like a civil experienced matron as 
ſhe was,—Left thus to our mutual endearments, Miſs 
Withers, (for ſhe was till a maiden) began to talk of 
' matrimony, and expreſſed ſo much impatience in all her 
behaviour, that had the been fifty years younger, I 
might poſſibly have gratified her longing without having. 
recourie to the church ; but this ſtep my virtue as well 
as intereſt forbad. When the inclinations of an old 
- maid ſettle upon a young fellow, he is perſecuted with 
her addrefles ; but ſhould he once grant her the favour, 
© he will never be able to diſentangle himſelf from her 
importunities and reproaches. It was my buſineſs to 
deter the ceremony as long as poſſible, under the moſt 
' ſpecious pretences, with a view ot becoming acquainted 
with Mits Sparkle, in the mean time; and I did not 
_ deſpair of ſuceeſs, when I confidered, that in the courſe 
of our correſpondence 1 ſhould, in all probability, be 
invited to viſit my miſtreſs in her own apartment, and 
by theſe means have an opportunity of converſing with 
her charming ward. Pleaſed with this proſpect, my heart 
dilated with joy, I talked in raptures to the ſtale gover- 
nante, and kifled her ſhrivelled hand with great devo- 
tion: She was ſo much tranſported with her good for - 
tune, that ſhe could not contain her extaſy, but flew 
upon me like a tygrels, and preſſed her ſkinny lips to 
mine ; when (as it was no doubt concerted. by ner evil 
genius] a doie of garlick ſh: had ſwallowed that morn» 
ing, to diſpel wind 1 ſuppoie, began to operate with ſuch. 
a ſudden exploſion, that human nature, circumitanced 
as I was, could not endure the ſhock with any degree. 
of temper. ——1 loſt all patience and reflection, fluag a. 
way irom her in aa inſtaut, ſnatched my hat and cane, 
and ran down itairs as it the devil had me in puriuit, 
and could icarce reitrain tie convulſion of my bowels, 
which were grievoully offenued by the pertume that at- 
- aulted me, — Strap, who waited my return with im : 
Patience, ieeing we arrive in the utmoſt diſorder, flood 
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| motionleſs with apprehenſion, and durſt not enquire in- 


to the cauſe. 


After I had waſhed my month more than once; and 
recruited my ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, I recounted to 
him every particular of what had happened; to which 
he made no other reply for ſome time, than lifting up his 

eyes, claſping his hands, and uttering a hollow groan. 
At length he obſerved, in a melancholy tone, that it 
was a'thouſand pities my organs were fo delicate as to 
be offended with the ſmell of garlick: Ah! God help 
eus, ſaid he, *tis not the ſteams of garlick, no, nor of 
* fomething elſe, that would give me the leaſt uneaſi - 


4 nefs—ſce what it is to be a cobler's ſon.” -I replied 


haſtily, « I wiſh then, you would go and retrieve my 
© miſcarriage.” — At this fuggeilion he ſtarted, forced a 
ſmile, and left the room, ſhaking his head. Whether 
the old gentlewoman reſented my abrupt departure ſo 
much, that her love changed into diſdain, or was aſhamed 
to ice me on account of her infirmity, | know not; but 
I was never troubled agaia with her paſſiun. 


e H A . Lb 


2 cultivate an acquaintance-with tavs noblemen —— 


am introduced to Earl Strutwell —— — —hi; kind pro. 
miſe and invitation —— —the behaviour of his porter and 
| latcquey————he receives me with an apbearance of” 
uncommon affetion — undertakes to ſpeak in my be. 
half to the miniſter ——informs me of his ſacceſi, and 
wiſhes me joy ———introdiuces a converſation about Pe- 
tronius Arbiter — fails in love with my watch, which. 
I preſi upon him — 1 make a preſent of a diamond 
ring to Lord Stradale —impart my g:04 fortune to 
Strap and Banter, who diſabuſes me, to my utter martift» 
cation. | | 5 


3 LED hitherto in my matrimonial ſchemes, I 
began to queſtioa my talears for the ſcience of 
tortune- hunting, and to bend my thoughts towards ſome 
employment under the goverament. With the view of 


procuring which, I cultivated the acquaiatance of Lord _ 


Straddle 
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Straddle and Swillpot, whoſe fathers were men of in- 
tereſt at court. —I found theſe young noblemen as open 
to ny advances as I could deſire: F accompanied them 
in their midnight rambles, and often dined with them 
St taverns, where I had the honour of paying the reck- 
= - oning. 5 : | 
| 4:4 * day took the opportunity, while I was loaded 
with proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my deſire of 
being ſettled in ſome ſinecure; and to ſolicit their in - 
= fluence in my behalf. Swillpot ſqueezing my hand, 
* faid I might depend upon his ſervice, by God. The 
1 bother ſwore that no man would be more proud than he 
to run my errauds. Encouraged by theſe declarations I 
_ . ventured to expreſs an inclination to be introduced to 
their fathers, who were able to do my bulineſs at once. 
Swillpot frankly owned he had not ſpoke to his father 
theſe three years; and Straddle aſſured me his father 
having lately diſobliged the miniſter, by ſubſcribing his 
name to. a proteſt in the houſe of peers, was thereby 
rendered incapable of ſ-rving his friends at preſent; but 
he undertook to make me acquainted with Earl Strut» 
well, who was hand and glove with a certain perſon 
who ruled the roaſt. This offer I embraced with many 
acknowledgments, and plied him ſo cloſely, in ſpite of a 
thouſand evaſions, that he found himſelf under a neceſ- 
ſity of keeping his word, and actually carried me to the 
levee ot this great man, where he left me in a crowd of 
=  fcllow-dependents,. and was uſhered to a particular clo - 
ſet · audience; from whence, in a few minutes, he re- 
turned wich his lordſhip, who took me by the hand, aſ- 
ſured me he would do me all the ſervice he could, and. 
[deſired to ſee me often.—1 was, charined with my recep - 
tion, and although I had beard that a courtier's promiſe 
is not to be depended upon, I thought L diſcovered ſo 
much ſweetneſs of temper and caudour in this Earl's - 
countenance, that I did not doubt of fiuding my account 
in his pcoteQtion.—1 reſolved therefore, to profit by this 
permiſſion, and. waited on him next audience day, when. 
I was favoured with a particular ſmile, ſqueeze of the 
hand, and a whiſper, ſignif j iag that he wanted half an 
_ . Hour's converiation with me in private, when he ſhould 
| be diſengaged, and for that purpoſe deſired me to come. 
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and drink a diſh of chocolate with him to-morrow morns 


ing —— This invitation, which did not a little flatter my 
vanity and expectation, I took care to obſerve, and went 


to his lordſhip's houſe at the time atrempted, Having 


open, placing himſelt in the gap, like ſoldiers in a. 
breach, to diſpute my paſſage. l aſked it his lord was 


rapped at the gate, the porter unbolted and kept it halt 


ſtirring? — He anſwered with a ſurly aſpect, * No. — 
„ At what hour does he commonly riſe?” ſaid 1 


«+ Sometimes ſooner, ſometimes later,” (ſaid he) cloſing 


the door upon me by degrees. —I then told him, I was 
come by his lordſhip's own appointment; ro which in- 


timation the Cerberus replied, © I have received no or- 
« ders about the matter; and was upon the point of 
ſhutting me out, when I recollected myſelt all of a ſud- 
den, and flipping a crown into his hand, begged as a 
favour that he would enquire, and let me know whether 
or not the Earl was up. The grim janitor relented at 
the touch of my money, which he took with all the in- 
difference of a tax-gatherer, and ſhewed' me into a par- 


lour, where, he ſaid, I might amuſe myſelf till tuch: 
time as his lord ſhould awake. — I had not fat ten mi- 
nutes in this place, when a tootman entered, and withe 


out ſpeaking, (tared at me; I interpreted this piece of 
his behaviour into Fray, Sir what is your bulinels ??? 
and aſked the ſame queſtion I had put to the porter, 
when I accoſted him firſt. The lacquey made the ſame 
reply, and diſappeared before I could get any turther 
intelligence. — ln a little time he returned, on pretence 
of poking the fire, and looked ac me again with great 
eagerneſs; upon which I began to perceive: his means 
ing, and tipping him with halt a crown, deſired he would 


be io good as fall upon ſome method of letting the“ 


Earl know that I was in the houſe. He made a low 
bow, ſaid, ** Yes, Sir,“ and vanithed. _———this- bounty 
was not thrown away, for in an inſtant he came back, 
and conducted me to a chamber, whe was received 
with great kindneſs and familiarity by his lordihip, whom 
J found juſt riſiag, ia his morning gown and ſlippers.— 
Atter breakfaſt, he entered into a particular converſation 
with me about my travels, the remarks I had made a- 
broad, and examined me to the full extent of my under · 
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1 fanding.— My anſwers ſeemed to pleaſe him very mueh, 

| he frequently ſqueezed my hand, and locking at me 

vith a ſingular cemplaceney in his countenance, bade 

me depend vpon his offices with the miniſtry in my be · 

| ball. Vourg men of your qualifications, ſaid he, 

! % ought to be cheriſted by every adminiſtration.—For 

% my own part, I ſee ſo little merit in the world, that 
4% J have laid it down as a maxim, to encourage the | 
| « leaſt appearar.ce of genius and virtue to the utmoſt of 
|. © my power—ycu have a great deal of both; and will 

1 % not tail of making figure one day, if 1 am not miſ- 

* : taken; but ycu muſt lay your account with mounting 

| © by. gracuel fieps to the ſummit of your fortune.— 
4 Rome ua, not built ina day.— As you underſtand the 

4% long uages pericdly well, how would you like to croſs 
©« the ſea as ſecretary to. an embaſſy ? I aſſured his 
torcthip, with greet eager neis, that nothing could be 
more agree ble tomy inclination : Upon which he bade 
me make myliclt eafy, my buſineſs was done, for he had 
2 place of that kind in his view, This piece of gene» 

- rcfity affected me ſo much, that I was unable for ſome 
Time to expreſs my gratitude, which at length broke out 
in acknowlecgmen:s of my own unwerthinefs, and en- 
comiums on his benevolence. ——1 could not even help 
ſbedcing tears, at the goodnels of this noble Lord, who 
no ſooner perceived them than he caught me in his 
arms, and hugged and kifſed me with a ſeemingly pa- 
ter nal aficQion.— Contour ded at this uncommon inſtance 
of tondneſs for a ſtranger, | remained a few moments 

ſilent and aſhamed, then role and took my leave, after 
he had aflured me that he would ſpeak to the mini- 

- er in my tavour, that very day; and deſired that I 

would not fur the tuture give myſelf the trouble of 
attending at his levee, but come at the ſame hour every 
--*opp he thould be at leifure, that is, three times 4 6 
Week. | | 2 25 

1 nough my hopes were now very ſanguine, I deter-. 
mined to conceal my pretpect from every body, even 6 
from dtrap, until 1 ſhould be more certain of ſucceſs : 6 

and in the mean time, give my patrou no reſpite from 6 
my ſolicitations. When I renewed my vily, 1 found — 40 
the tcet decor opened to me as it by enchantment; burt 
+ Þ | — in 
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in my paſſage towards the preſence room, I wa s metby 
the valet de chambre, who caft ſome furious looks at me, 

the meaning of which I could not comprehend. 'The 

earl ſaluted me at entrance with a tender embrace, and 

wiſhed me joy of his ſucceſs with the Premier, who, he 
ſaid, had preferred his recommendation to that of two 

other noblemen very urgent in behalf of their reſpctive 

friends, and abſolutely promiſed.that I ſhould go to a 
certain foreign court in quality of ſecretary to an ambaſ- 
ſador and plenipotentiary, who was to ſet out in a few 
weeks, on an affair of vaſt importance to the nation. 

J was thunder ſtruck with my good fortune, and could 

make no other reply, than kneel and attempt to kiſs my 

benefaQor's hand, which ſubmiſſion ke would not per - 

mit, but raifing me up, prefſed me to his breaſt wick 

ſurpriſing emotion, and told me he had now taken upon 
himſelf the care of making my fortune. What inhanced 

the value of the benefit (till the more, was his making 
light of the favour, and ſhifting the converſation to ano» 
ther ſubjet : Among other topicks of diſcourſe, that of 

the Belle, Letters was introduced, upon which his lord- 
ſhip held torta with great taſte aud erudition, and diſco- 
vered an intimate knowledge of the authors of antiquity. 

—+*+ Here's a book, (ſaid he, taking one from his boſom) 

« written with great elegance and ſpirit, and though the 

« ſubje& may give offence to ſome narrow minded 

% people, the author will always be held in etteem by 

every perſon of wit and learning.“ So ſaying, he put 

into my hand Petronius Arbiter, and aſked my opinion 
of his wit and manner, I told him, that in my opinion, 
he wrote with great eiſe and wivacity, but was withal 

10 lewd and indecent, that he ought to find no quarter 
or protection among people of morals and tatie,—* I 
«own, (replied the Earl) that his taſte in love is gene- 
* rally decried, and indeed condemned by our laws; 
« bur perhaps thatimay be more owing to prejulice and 
e miſapprehenſion, than to true reatoa and deliberations 
% The belt man among the ancicats is (aid to have en- 
« tertained that paſlion ; one of the wiſeſt ot their le / 
4 giflators has permitted the indulgence of it ia his 
„„ commoawealth ; the moſt celebrated poets have not 
. 6 ſcrupled to avow it: at this day it prevails wow oaly: 
VV N | over 
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* cyer all the eaſt, but in moſt parts of Europe; in our 


*« gn country It gains ground a pace, and in all:proba- 
e bility vill become in a ſhort time a · more faſhionable 
« vice than ſimple fornication. Indeed there is ſome- 
« thing to be ſaid in vindication of it, for notwithſtand- 
* ivy the ſeverity of the lau againſt offenders in this way, 
eit n uſt be conſeſſed that the practice of this paſſion is 
% unatterided with that curſe and burthen upgn ſociety, 
% which proceeds from a race of miſerable and deſerted 
<< baſtards; who are either murdered by their parents, 


e deſerted to the utmoſt- want and wretchedneſs, or bred 


& up ta prey upon the commonwealth: And it likewife 
prevents the debauchery of many a young maiden, and 
'« the-profiitution of honeſtꝰs men's wives ; not to men» 


tion the conſideration of health, which is much lefs 


liable to be Impaired i in the gratification of this ap · 
40 petite, than in the exerciſe of common venery, which 
« by ruining the conſtitutions of our young men, has 
Of produced à puny progeny that degenerates from 
4 generation to generation: Nay, I have been told, 


<6 that there is another motive perhaps more power- 


e ful than all theſe, that induces people to cultivate this 
« inclination; namely, the ite ple aſure RL 
4 its ſucceſs,” 

From this diſcourſe, 1 began to be apprehenſive that 
his lordſ{bip finding I had travelled, was afraid I might 
have been infected with this ſpurious and ſordid deſire 
abroad, and took this methe . i of founding my ſentiments 


on the ſubject.— Fired at this ſuppoſed ſuſpicion, I ar- 


gued againit it with great warmth, as an appetite unna- 
tural, abſurd, and of pernicious contequence; and de- 
clared my utter deteſtation and abhorrence of i it in theſe 
ore of the ſatiriſt. 


Eternal infamy the wretch we | 
„Who planted firſt that vice on Britiſh ground! | 
A vice! that *ipite of ienfe and nature reigns, 
nd ,poilons: genial N wa mauhood Rains.” | 


The Earl ſmiled at my indighationnnd told me de was 


glad to find my opinion ot the matter ſo conformable to 


his- own, and that what he advanced was only to provoke 
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me to an anſwer, with which he profeſſed himſelf p:c- 
fectly well pleaſed. | | 
Aſter I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened to 
lock at my watch in order to regulate my motions by it: 
and his lordſkip obſerving the-chaſed caſe, deſired to ſee 
the device, and examine the execution, which he ap» 
proved with ſome expreſſions of admiration. —Conſider- 
ing the obligation I lay under to his lordſhip, I thought 
there could not be a fitter opportuaity than the preſent 
to manifeſt, in ſome thape, my gratitude ; I therefore 
begged he would do, me. the honour to accept of the 
watch, as a ſmall teſtimony of the ſenſe I had of his 
lordſhip's generoſity ; but he :efuſed it in a peremptory 
manner, and ſaid he was ſorry I ſhould entertain ſuch 
a mercenary opinion of him z obſerving at the ſame time, 
that it was the moſt beautiful piece of workmanſhip he 
had ever ſeen; and deſiring to know where he could 
have ſuch agother, Ibegged a thouſand pardons for the 
freedom I had taken, which I hoped he would impute to 
nothing elſe then the higheſt veneration for his perion— 
told him that, asitcame to my hand by accident in France, 
I cou!d give him no iaformation about the maker, for 


there was no name on the infide ; and once more hum- 
bly entreated that he would indulge me ſo far as to uſe 


it for my ſake, He was ſtill poſitive in refuſing it ; but 
was pleaſed to thank me for my generous offer, ſayingy 


it was a preſent that no nobleman need be alhamed of 


receiving; tho? he was reſolved to ſhew his diſintereſt · 
edneſs with regard to me, for whom he had conceived a 
particular frizadſhip ; and in:iſted (if I was willing to 
py with the watch) upon knowing hat ĩt had coſt, that 
he might at leaſt indemnify me, by refunding the money. 
On the other hand, I aſſured his lordihip, that I ſhould 
look upon it as an uncommon mark of diſtinction, it he 
would take it without further queſtion ; and rather than 


diſoblige me, he was at lait perſnaded to put it in his 
pocket, to my no ſmall ſatistaction, who took my leave 


immediately, after having received a kind ſqueeze, and 

an injunction to depend upon his promiſe. 2 2 
Buoyed up with tais reception, my heart opened, I gave 

away à guinea among the lacqueys, who etcorted me to 


the avor, flew to the = kh lord Straddle, upon 


Vor. 11. whom 
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whom I forced my diamond ring, as an acknowledg- 
ment for the great ſervice he had done me, and from 
thence hied me home, with an intention of ſharing my 
happineſs with honeſt S rap. I determined, however, to 
Heighten his pleaſure, by depreſſing his ſpiri:s ar firſt, and 
then bringing in the good news with double reliſh. For 
this purpoſe, I affeQed the appearance of diſappointment 
and chagrin, and told him in an abrupt manner, that I 
had loſt the watch and diamond. Poor Hugh, Who had 
been already haraſſed into a conſumption by intelligence 
of this ſort, no ſooner heard theſe words, than, unable 
to contain himſelf, he cried with diſtraction in his looks, 
„God in heaven forbid 1??—].could.carry on the farce 
no longer, but laughing in his face, told him every thing 
that had paſſcd as above recited. His features were im- 


mediately unbended, and the tranſition ſo affecting, that 


he wept with joy, calling my Lord Strutwell by the ap · 
pellations of Jewel, Pl enix, Rara avis; and praiſing 
Cod, that there was ill ſome virtue left among our no- 
bilicy. Our mutual congratulations being over, we gave 
way to our imagination, and anticipated our happineſs 
by proſecuting our ſucceſs through the different tieps of 
promotion, till I arrived at the rank of a prime miniſter, 
and he to that of my firſt ſecretary. IF | 

Intoxicated with theſe ideas I went to the ordinary, 
where meeting with Banter, I communicated the whole 
#fair in confidence to him, concluding with an aſſurance 
that I would do him all the ſervice in my power. He 


hard me to an end with great patience, then regarding 


mes good while with a.lgok. of diſdain, pronounce 
% do, your bulineſs is done, you think 2? ——*© As good 
* done, I believe,” (ſaid 1)—” Pl tell you (replied 


4 he) what will do it (till more effectually -A baker— — 


th l if I bad been ſuch a gull to two ſuch ſcoun- 
% drels as Strutwell aud Straddle, I would without any 
, more ado tuck myſelf up.” Shocked at this exclama- 
tion, 1 delired him with lome confuſion to explain him- 
elf: Upon which he gave me to underſtand, that Scradale 

Vas a poor contemptible wretch, who lived by borrowing 
and pimping tor bis fellow peers ; that in conſequence 


-ot-this lat capacity, he had doubtleſs introduced me to 
true, who was ſo notorious for a pallion for his own 
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2 ſex, that he was amazed his character had never reached 


my ears; and that far from being able to obtain for mz 
the poſt he had promiſed, his intereſt at court was fo low, 
that he could ſcarce provide tor a ſuperannuated font - 
man once a- year, in the Cuſtoms or Exciſe; — that is 
was a common thing for him to amuſe ſtrangers who n 
his jackals ran dowa with ſuch aſſurances and careſſes as 


he had beſtowed on me, until he had ſtript them of their 


caſh and every thing valuable about them ;—wery:ofcen 
of their chattity, and then leave them a prey to want an4 
infamy.; —— ——that he allowed his ſervants no other 
wages than that. ꝓart of the ſpoil which they could gleaa 


by their -induittry.; and the whole of his conduct to- 


wards me was ſo glaring, that no body who knew any 
thing of mankind could have been impoſed upoa by his 
inſinuations. „CC 0m fn 5 
leave the reader to judge how I reliſhed this piece of 
information, which precipitated me from the molt ex · 


alted pinnacle of hope to the loweſt abyſs of deſpondencez ; 


and well nigh determined me to take Banter's advice, 
and finiſh my-chagria with a halter. I had no room to 
ſuſpe& che veracity of my friend, becauſe, upon recol · 
lection, I found every circumſtance of Sirutwell's beha- 
viour exactly tallying with the character he had deſcrib- 
ed: His hugs, embraces, ſqueezes, and eager looks, 
were now no longer a mytitery ; no more than his de- 
fence of Petronius, and the jealous frown of his valet 


of his lord. 


"de chambre, who, it ſeems, had been the favourite pachic 
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I attempt to recover my watch and jewel, but to no purpoſe 
| =—reſolve to revenge myſcif on Strutauell by my impor + 
tunity— —— am reduced to my laſt guinea —— ——-am 
obliged to inſorm Strap of my neceſſity, who is almoſt diſ- 
tracted with the news —— but nevertheleſs obliged to pawn 
my beſt Aera for preſent ſub/iſtance that ſmall ſup · 
ply being exhauſted, I am almoſt flupified with my misfor» 
tuner ——go to the gaming table. by the advice of Ban- 
ter, and come off with unerpected ſucceſs Strafp*s 
extacy. Mrs. Gawhkey waits upon me, profeſſes remor ſe 
for her perſidy and implores my aſſiſtance. — 1 do myſelf 
a piece of juſtice by her means, and afterwards reconcile 
Ker ts her father. Rd . 


Was ſo confounded that I covld make no reply to 
Banter, who reproached me with great indignation 
"ſor having thrown away upon raſcals, that which, had 
it been converted into ready money, would have ſup- 
orted the rank of a gentieman for ſome months, and en- 
abled me at the ſame time, to oblige my friends. Stu · 
ified as I was, I could eafily divine the ſource of his 
concern, but ſneaked away in'a ſolitary manner, with- 
out yielding the leaſt anſwer to his expoſtulations; and 
began to deliberate wich myſelf in what manner I ſhould 
aztempt to retrieve the moveables I had ſo fooliſhly lot. 
— | ſhould have thought it no robbery to take them again 
by force, could I have done it without any danger of be- 
ing detected; but as 1 could have no ſuch opportunity, 
I reſolved to work my fineſſe, and go immediately to the 
lodgings, of Straddle, where I was ſo fortunate as to fiad 
him. — My Lord, (ſaid I) I have juſt now recolle&ed, 
that the diamond I had the honour of preſenting to 
« you, is looſeued a little in the ſocket, and there is a 
« young ſellow juſt arrived from Paris, who is reckoned 
% the belt jeweller in Europe; I knew him in France, 
* and if your Lordſhip will give me leave, will carry the 
«ring to him to be ſet to rights.” His lordibip was not 
to be caught in this ſnare—he thauked me for my offer, 
and told me, that having himſelf obſcrved the * 
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he had already feat it to his own jeweller to be mended, 
And indeed, by this time I believe it was in the je wel · 
ler's hands, though not in order to be mended, for ic 
+» ſtood in need of no alteration. ; 
Baulked in this piece of politics, I curſed my ſimpli- 
city : but reſolved to play a ſurer game with the Earl, 
which I thus deviſed. I did not doubt of being admit- 
ted into familiar converſation with him, as before, and 
hoped by ſome means to get the watch into my hand, 
then on pretence of winding or playing with it, drop it 
on the floor, when in all probability the fall would diſor- 
der the work ſn as to ſtop its motion: This event would 
furniſh me with an opportunity of inſiſting upon carrying 
it away in order to be repaired : and then I ſhould have 
deen in no hurry to bring it back. What pity it was 
1 could not find an occafion of putting this fine ſcheme in 
execution; When I went to renew my viſit to his Lord- 
ſip, my acceſs to the parlour was as free as ever; bur 
after I had waited ſome time, the valet de chambre came 
in with his Lord's compliments, and a deſire to ſee me 
to=morrow at bis levee, he being at preſent ſo much in- 
diſpoſed that he could not ſee company. I interpreted 
this meſſage into a bad omen, and came away muttering 
_ curſes againſt his Lordſhip's politeneſs, and ready to go 
to logger · heads with myſelt for being fo egregioufly du- 
ped, But that I might have ſome ſatis faction for the 
Joſs I had ſuitained, I beſieged him cloſely at his levees 
and perſecuted him with my ſolicitations ; not without 
faint hopes indeed of reaping ſomething more from my 
induſtry, than the bare pleafure of making him uacaſy ;. 
though I never could obtain another private hearing, dur- 
ing the whole courſe of my attendance : neither had L 
reſolution enough, to undeceive Strap, whoſe looks in a 
little time were ſo whetted with impatience, that when- 
ever I came home, his eyes devoured me, as it were, 
with eagerneſs of attention. 6 | 
At length, however, finding myſelf reduced to my 
laſt guinea, I was compelled to diſcloſe my neceſlity, 
though I endeavoured to ſweeten the diſcovery by re- 
hearſing to him the daily affurances I received from my 
Patron, — But theſe promiſes were not of efficacy ſuf- 
_ ' ficient to ſupport the ſpirits of my friend, who no iooner 
1 | E 3 ; underiiood. 


ed foul in bell would be at a glimple of heaven... In 44 
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vnderſtood the lowneſs of my finances, than uttering 2 


dreadful groan, he exclaimed ; In the name of God, 
& what fhall.we do?“ -= IIn order to comfort him, I ſaid, 


that many of my acquaintance, who were in a worſe 


condition than we, ſupported, notwithſtanding, the cha- 
racer of gentlemen ; and adviſing him to thank God 
that we had as yet incurred no debt, propoſed he ſhould 
pawn my ſword of ſteel inlaid with gold, and truſt to 
my diſcretion for the reſt. This expedient was worm - 
wood and gall to poor Strap, who, in ſpite of his in- 
vincible affection for me, ſtill retained notions of œco- 


nomy and expence ſuitable to the narrowneſs of his edu» 


cation; nevertheleſs he complied with my requeſt, and 
raiſed ſeven pieces on the ſword in a twiokling.— This 


ſupply, inconfiderable as it was, made me as happy for 


the preſent, as if I had kept five-hundred pounds in 
bank; for by this time I was ſo well (killed in proeraſti- 
nating every troubleſome reflection, that the proſpect of 
want ſeldom affected me very much, let it be ever ſo 


near. — And now indeed it was nearer than l.imagined 5 


my landlord having occaſion for money, put me in mind 
of my being indebted to bim five guineas in lodging; 
and telling me he had a ſum to make up, begged I 
would excuſe his importunity and diſcharge the debt. 
— Though I could ill ſpare ſo much caſh, my pride took 
the re ſolution of diſburſing it. Thais I did in a cavalier 
manner, after he had written a diſcharge, telling him. 
with an air of ſcorn and reſentment, I ſaw he was reſolv- 
ed that I ſhould not be long in his books; while Strap, 
who food by, and knew my circumſtances, wrung his. 
hands in ſecret, gnawed his nether lip, and turned yel- 
low with deſpair, Whatever appearance of indifference 
my vanity enabled me to put on, I was thunderitruck. 
with his demand, which 1 bad. no. ſooner ſatisfied, than. 
1 haltened into company, with a view ot begwling my 
cares with converlation, or ot drowning them with 
Vine. E | N fx *#1 | 
After dinner, a party was accordingly made. in the 

ooffee - houſe, from whence we adjourned to the tavern,, 
Where, inſtead ot ſharing the mirch of the company, 1 

Was as much chagrined at their good : humour as a damn- 
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did I ſwallow bumper after bumper ! the wine had loſt 
its effect upon me, and far from raiſing my de jected ſpi- 
rits, could not even lay me aſleep. Banter, who was 
the only intimate I had (Strap excepted) perceived my 
anxiety, and when we broke up, reproached me with pu · 
fillanimity, for being caſt down at any diſappointment 
that ſuch a raſcal, as Strut well could be the occaſion of. 
F told him I did not at all fee how Strutwell's being a 
raſcal alleviated my misfortune; and gave him to under- 
ſtand that my preſent grief did not ſo much proczed trom- 
that diſappointment, as from the low ebb of my fortune, 
which was ſunk to ſomething leſs than two guineas. At 
this declaration, he cried, * Plha tis that all?“ and aſ- 
fured me, there were a thouſand ways of living in town. . 
without a fortune, he himſelf having ſubſiſted many years 
entirely by his vit. I expreſſed an eager deſire of being 
,acquaimted with ſome of theſe methods, and he, without 
further expoſtulation, bade me follow him. He con» 
ducted me to a houſe under the piazzas in Covent -Gat- 
den, which we entered, and having delivered our [worcs- 
to a grim fellow who demanded them at the foot of the. 
Rair-caſe, aſcended to the ſecond ſtory, where | ſaw mule 
titudes of people. ſtanding round two gaming tables, load 
ed in a manner with gold and filver. My conductor told 
me this was the houſe of a worthy Scotch Lord, who 
uſing the privilege of his peerage, had ſet uppublic gam- 
jag tables, from the profits of which he drew a comtort- 
able livelihood. He then explained the difference be - 
tween the //ters and the better; characteriaed the firſt 
as old rooks, and the laſt as bubbles; and adviſed me to 
try my fortune at the filver table by betting a crown at a 
time. Before I could venture any thing, I conſidered the 
company more particularly, and there appeared ſuch 4 
group of villainous faces, that I was ſtruck with horror. 
and altoniſhment at the fight! ſigniſied my ſurpriſe to ; 
Banter, who whiſpered in my ear, that the bulk of thoſe 
preſent were ſharpers, highwaymen, and apprentices, / 
who having embezzled their maiter's caſh, made a Yels. 
perate puſh in this place, to make up their deficiencies, / 
This account did not encourage me to hazard any part 
of my ſmall pittance ; but ac length being teazed by the 
-  Importunicies of my * who aſſured me there was 
| 4 no 
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no danger of being ill-uſed, becauſe people were hired. 
by the owner to ſee juſtice done to every body, I began 
by riſquing one ſhilling, and in leſs than an hour my wine 
ning amounted to thirty. Convinced by this time of the 
fairneſs of the pame, and animated with ſucceſs, there 


was no need of further perſuaſion to continue the play + 


1 lent Banter (who had ſeldom any money in his pocket) 
a-guinea, which he carried to the gold fable and loſt it in 


- moment. — He would have borrowed another, but find - 


ing me deaf to his arguments, went away in a pet.— 


Mean while my gain advanced to ſix pieces, and my de- 


fire of more increaſed in proportion; ſo that I moved to 
the higher table, where 1 laid half a guinea to every 
throw, and fortune ſtill tavoured me, I became a fitter, 
in which capacity L remained until it was broad day; 
when 1 found myſelf, af:er many viciſſitudes, one bun» 
cred and fifty guineas in pocket. 

Thinking it now high time to retire with my booty, I 
a ſked it any body would take my place, and made a mo- 
tion to riſe 3 upon which an old Gaſcoa, who ſat oppa- 
ſite to me, and of whom I had won a little money, art · 


ed up with fury in his looks, crying, Reflez ſoutre, 


© reſtez, il ſaut donner moi mon ravancio!” At the ſame 
time, a Jew who fat near the other, infinuated- that L 
was more beholden to art than fortune, for what L 
Had got; that he had obſerved me wipe the table very 


7 often, and that ſome of the diviſions ſeemed to be grea» 


ſy. This imimation produced a great deal of clamour 
againſt me, eſpecially among the looſers, who threatens 
ed with many oaths and imprecations to take me up by 
a warrant as a tharper, unleſs I would compromile the 
affair by refunding the greateſt part of my winning 
'Though I was far from being eaſy under this aceuſa- 
tion, 1 relied upon my ignocence, threatened in my turn 
to protecute the Jew for defamation, and boldly offered 
to tubmit my cauſe to the ex-mination of any juſtice in 
Weſtminſter ; but they knew themſelves too well to put 
their characters on that iſſue, and finding I was not to 
be intimidated into any conceilion, dropt their plea, and 
made way for me to withdraws I would not, however, 
Kir from the table, until the Iſraelite had retracted: _ 
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he ſaid to my diſadvantage, and aſked pardon before the 
whole aſſembly. | - 
As | marched out with my prize, I happened to tread 
upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with a hooked 
noſe, fierce eyes, black thick eye brows, a pig-tail wig - 
of the ſame colour, and a formidable hat pulled over his 
forehead, who ſtood gnawing his fingers in the crowd, 
and no ſooner felt the application of my ſhoe-heel, than 
he roared out in a dreadful voice, Blood and wounds 
« you ſon of a whore. what's that for?“ -I aſked par- 
don with a great deal of ſubmiflion, and proteſted I had 
no intention of hurting him: but the more I humbled 
myſelf the more he ſtormed, and inſiſted upon gentle - 
manly ſatisfaQionz. at the ſame time provoking me with. 
ſcandalous names that I could not put up with; ſa that 
L gave a looſe to my paſſion, returned his Billingſgate, 
and chajlenged him to follow me down to the piazzas. 
His indignation cooling as mine warmed, he refuſed my 
invitation, ſaying, he would chooſe his own time, and: 
returned towards the table, muttering threats, which I 
neither dreaded, nor diſtinctly heard ;., but deſcending: 
with great deliberation, got my ſword trom.the door- 
keeper, whom I gratified with a guinea, according to- 
the cuſtom of the place, and went home in a rapture of 


Joy. | 
My. faithful valet, who had fat up all night in the ut- 
molti un@&fineſs on my account, let me in with his face 
beſlubbered with tears, and followed me to my cham- 
ber, where he Rood ſilent like a condemned criminal, in: 
expectation of hearing that every ſhilling was ſpent, I. 
fed the ſituation of his thoughts, and aſſuming a ſul». 
n look, bade him fetch me ſome water to walh, He: 
replied, without lifting his eyes from the ground, In 
* my fimple conjeQure, you have more occalioa for reſt, 
% not having (1 ſuppoſe) flept theſe four and twenty 
hours. — Bring me fome water,” (id I ia a pe- 
remptory tone ;). upon which he ſneaked away thruggiag 
his thoulders. Betore he returned I had ſpread my whole 
ſtock on the table in the moſt ottentatious manner; fo. 


that when it firtt ſaluted his view, he ſtood like one in- 


tranced, and having rubbed his eyes more than once, to. 
aſſure himielſ of his Aa A brok: out iato, © Lord. 
| | -S $ „nave 
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<« have mercy upon us, what a. vaſt - treaſure is here |? 
_ « ?Tis all our own, Strap. (faid I; take what is neceſ- 
« ſary, and redeem the ſword immediately. He ad- 
vanced towards the table, ſtopt ſhort by the way. looked 
at the money and me by turns, and with a wildneſs in 
his countenance, produced from joy checked by diſtruſt, 
cried, © IT dare ſay, it is honeſtly come by.“ To re- 
move his ſcruples, I made him acquainted with the whole 
Rory of my ſucceſs, which when he heard, he danced. 
about the room in an extaſy, crying, God be praiſed 
a white ſtone God be praiſed La white tne !?? 
So that I was afraid the ſudden change of fortune had 
diſordered-his intellects, and that he was run mad with 
joy. Extremely concerned at this event, I attempted to 
reaſon bim dut of his frenzy, but to no purpoſe :; for, 
wit:.out regarding what I ſaid, he continued tofriſk up 
and down, and repeat his rhapſody of « God be praiſed ! 
a white ſtone !?? At laſt I roſe in the utmoſt conſer- 
nation, and laying violent hands upon him, put a (top to 
his extravagance, by fixing him down to a ſettee that was 
in the room. This conſtraint baniſhed his delirium; he 
ſtarted; as if juſt awake, and terrified at my behaviour, 
cried, 66 What is the matter!“ When he learned the 
cauſe of my apprehenſion, he was aſhamed of his tran - 
ſports, and told me, that in mentioning the u hite ſtone, 
he alluded to the Dioi faſt of the Romans, * lapida 
notati. : 
Having no inclination to ſleep, l ſecured my * dreſ- 
ſe d, and was juſt going abroad, when the ſervant of the 
houſe told me, there was a gentlewoman at the door, 
who wanted to ſpeak with me. Surpriſed at this infor- 
mation I bade Strap ſhew ber up, and in leſs than a mi- 
nute ſaw a young gentlewoman of a ſhabby decayed ap · 
pearance enter my room. After half a dozen curtſeys, 
the began to ſob, and told me her name was Gawkyz 
upon which information I immediately recollected the 
features of Miis Lavement, who had been the firſt occa® 
non of my misfortunes. Though I bad all the reaſos in 
the world toreſent her treacherous behaviour to me, I was 
moved at her diſtreſs, and profeſſing my forrow at (ceing 
ber ſo reduced, deſired her to fit, and enquired into the 
4; ae her ſiiuation. She fell upon her knees, 
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and implored my forgiveneſs for the injuries ſhe had done 
me, proteſling before God, that ſhe was forced, againſt 
ber inclination, into that | helliſh conſpiracy which had 
almoſt deprived me of my life, by che entreaties of her 
buſband, who having been afterwards renounced by bis 
tather on account of his marriage with her, and unable 
to ſupport a family on his pay, left his wife at her fa- 
ther's houſe, and went with the regiment to Germany, 
where he was broke for miſbehaviour at the battle of Det - 
tingen, ſtnee which time ſhe had heard no tidings of him. 
She then gave me to underſtand with many ſymptoms of 
penitence, that it was her misfortune to bear a child four 
months after marriage, by Which event her parents were 
fo incenſed, that the was turned out of doors with the 
infant that died ſoon after: and had hitherto ſubſiſted 
in a miſerable indigent manner, on the extorted charity 
of a few friends, who were now quite tired of giving; 
that not knowing where or how to ſupport herſelf one day | 
longer, ſhe had fled for ſuccour even to me, who of all 1 
mankind had the leaſt cauſe to aſſi t her, relying upon 
the generoſity of my diſpoſition, which, the hoped, AM 
would be pleaſed with this opportuaity of avenging itſelf 
in the nobleſt manner, on the wretch who had wrong - 
ed me.—l was very much affected with her diſcgucle, - 
and having no. cauſe to ſuſpect the ſincerity of her re- 
pentance, raiſed her up, freely pardoned all the had done 
againlt me, and promiſed to betriend her as much as lay- 
in my power. wy Fatt art 4 
Since my laſt arrival in London, I had made no advare - 
ces to the apothecary, imagining it would be impoſſible 
for me to make my innocence appear, ſo unhappily was 
my accuſation circumitanced ; Scrap indeed had lavaured 
to jullify me to the ſchool-maſter z-but far from ſucceed- 
ing in his attempt, Mr. Concordance: dropt all corre- 
ſpondence with him, becauſe he refuſed to quit his con · 
nection with me. Things being in this lituation, I 
thought a fairer opportunity of vindicating my character 
could not offer, thau that which now prelented itielt — - 
I therefore nipulated with Mes. Gawky, that before 1 
would yield her the leaſt aſſidance, the ſhould do mathe 
juſtice to clear my reputation, by explatuing upon oath 
before a magiitraicy the whole of tine conſpiracy, as it nad 
| W 77 I | been I 
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been executed againſt me, When ſhe had given me 
this ſatĩs faction, I preſented her with five guineas, a ſum. 
ſo much above her expectation, that ſhe could ſcarce be- 
lieve the evidence of her fenſes, and was ready to wor- 
ſhip mè fer my benevolence. The declaration ſigned with 
her own hand, I ſent to her father, who upon recollect- 
ing and comparing the circumſtances of my charge, was 
convinced of my integrity, and waited on me next day, 
in company with his friend the ſchool maſter, to whom 
he had communicated my vindication. After mutual 
ſalutation, Monſieur Lavement began a = apology fots 
the unjuſt treatment I had received ; ut ſaved him a 


good de- of breath, by interrupting his harangue, and 


aſſuring him, that far from entertaining any reſentment 
againſt him, I thought myſelf obliged to his lenity, in 
allowing me to eſcape, when ſuch ſtrong preſumptions of 
guilt appeareq againſt me. Mr. Concordance thinking 
it now his turn to ſpeak, obſerved that Mr. Random. 
hid too much candour and ſagacity to be diſobliged at 
their conduct, which, all things conſidered, could not 
have been otherwiſe, with any honeſty of intention. 
„Indeed, (faid be) if the plot had been unravelled to us 
« by any ſupernatural intelligence; if it had been whiſ- 
* pered by a genie, communicated by a dream, or re- 


«© vealed by an angel from on high, we ſhould have 


© been to blame in crediting ocular demonſtration j —— 
«© but as we were left in the miſt of mortality, it cannot 
<« be expected we ſhould be incapable of impoſition. 'I 
* do aſſure you, Mr. Random, no man on earth is more 

« pleaſed than I am at this triumph of your character: 
and as the news of your misfortune panged me to the 
„Very cntrails, this manifeſtation of your innocence 
„ makes my midrif quiver with joy.“ I thanked him 
for his concern, deſired them to undeceive thoſe of their 
acquaintance who judged harſhly of me, and having 
treated them with a glais of wine, repreſented to Lave- 
ment the deplorable condition of bis daughter, and 
pleaded her cauſe io eſtectually, chat he conſented. to 
iettle a ſmall annuity on her tor life; but could not be 
perſuaded to take her home, becauſe her mother was ſo 
much incenſed that the would never ſee her. 
8 8 * CHAP. 
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4 purchaſe my new clothe! ———reprimand Strutavell and 
Stradale. Banter propoſes another matrimonial 
feheme accept of his terms ——fet out for Bath 
in a flage coach, with the young lady and her mother —— 
the behaviour of an-offeer and lawyer; our fellow-travets 
ters, deſeribed ———— a: ſmart dialogue between my miſtreſt. 
and the capt ain. | Fig 


H AVING finiſhed this affair to my ſatis faction, I 
tound myſelf perfectly at eaſe, and looking upon 
the gaming-table as a certain reſource for a gentleman in 
want, became more gay than ever. Although my clothes. 
were almoſt as good as new, I grew aſhamed of wearing 
them, becauſe I thought every body by chis time, had. 
got an inventory of my wardrobe. For this reaſon, I 
diſpoſed of a good part of my apparel to a ſaleſman in 
Monmouth ſtreet, for half the value, and bought two. 
new ſuits with the money. L like wiſe purchaſed a plain 
gue watch, deſpairing of recovering that which I had fo 
ooliſhly given to Strutwell, whom, notwithitanding,. I 
ill continued to viſit at his levee, unti-. the embaſſador 
he had mentioned, fet out with a fecretary of his own 
chooſing. I thought myſeif then at liberty to expoſtulate 
with his lord{hip, whom L treated with. great freedom in 
a letter, for amuſing me with vain hopes, when he net. . 
ther had the power nor inclination to provide for me. 


Nor was I leſs reſerved with Straddle, whom | ia perſon 


leproached for miſrepreſenting to me the character of 
Strutwell, which I did not ſeruple to aver was infamous 
in every. reſpect. He ſeemed very. much enraged at my 

freedom, talked a great deal about his quality and ho- 


- Dour, and began to make ſome compariſons winch L 


thought ſo-injurious to mine, that 1 demanded. an ex- 
planation with great warmth ;z and he was mean enough 
to equivocate and condeſcend in ſuch a manner, that IL 


left him with a hearty contempt of his behaviour. 8 


About this time, Banter, who had obſer ved a ſurpri - 
ſing and ſudden alteration ia my appearance and diipoli- 
tion, began to enquire very minutely into the cauſe; 
and as 1 did not think fic to let him know the true Rate, 
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of the affair, leaſt he mizhe make free with my purſe, on | *q 
the tirength of having propoſed the ſcheme that filled it, 6. 

I told him that I had received a ſmall ſupply from a rela- n 
tion in the country, who at the ſame time had promiſed 50.21 
to uſe all his intereſt (which was not ſmall) in ſoliciting F. 
ſome poſt for me that would make me eaſy for ſife.— ! If fuſe 


that be the caſe (ſaid Banter) perhaps you won't care 
e© to mortify yourſelf a little, in making your fortune a- 
© nother way. I have a relation who is to ſet out for 
» Bath next week, with an only daughter, who being 
« ſickly and decrepit, intends to drink the waters for let 
& the recovery of her health. Her father, who was a wh 
« rich Turkey merchant, died about a year ago, and left 
« her with a fortune of twenty thouſand pounds, under 


the ſole management of her mother, who is my kinſ-- ſex 
« woman. I would have put in for the plate myſelf, co 
« but there is @ breach at preſent between the old wo- | ſel 
* man and me. You muſt know, that ſome time ago wi 
I borrowed a ſmalł ſam of her, and promiſed, it ſeems, bo 
« to pay it before a certain time; but being diſappoint=' | © 
ed in my expectation of money from the country, the by 
day elapſed, without my being able to take up my. ut 
„note; upon which ſhe wrote a peremptory letter, Ge 
«© threatnivg to arreſt me, it I did not pay the debt im- m 
«« mediately : Nettled at this preciſe behaviour, I ſeat a of 
% damned ſevere anſwer, which enraged her ſo much, _ 
«< that ſhe actually took out a writ againſt me. Where- tu 

* upon finding the thing very ſerious, I got a friend to tl 
«* advance the money for me, diſcharged the debt, went. 
4 to her houſe, and abuſed her for her unfriendly deal». I 
ing. She was provoked by my reproaches, and ſcold- 7 
«ed in her turn. The little deformed urchin joined 2m 
„her mother with ſuch virulence and. volubility of, P 


„ tongue, that I was fain to make my retreat, after 
4% having been honoured with a great many ſcandalous | 
_. «6 epithets, which gave me plainly to underitand that 1 8 +8 
had nothing to hope from the eſteem of the one, or the -— B 
« affection of the other. As they are both utter ſtran · * 
4. gers 10 life, it is a thouſand: to/one that the girl will 2 
ede picked up by ſome ſcoundrel, or other at Bath, if I. || ( 
don't provide for her otherwiſe. You are a well look» - 
ing fellow, Random, and can behave as demurely as a. a 
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*quaker,. Now if you will give me an obligation for- 
% five hundred pounds, to be paid fix months after your» 
© marriage, I-with put you in a method of carrying her- 
“ in ſpite of all oppoſition.“ | 7 
This propoſal was too advantageous for me, to be re- 
fuſed ; The writing. was immediately dfawn up and exe- 
cuted ; and Banter giving me notice of the time when, 
and the ſtage ccach in which they were to ſet out, I be- 
ſpoke a place in the ſame convenience, and having hire 
a horſe for Strap, who was charmed with the. proſpect, , 
ſet forward accordingly. ELL „„ 
As we embarked before day, I had not the pleaſure : 
for ſome time of ſeeing Miſs Snapper (that was the name 
of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiving the number and 
ſex of my fellow · travellers, although I.gueſſ:4 that the 
coach: was full by the difficulty I found in ſeatiag my- 
ſelf, The firk five minutes paſſed in a general ſilence, 
when all of a ſudden, the coach heeling to one fide, a 
boiſterous voice pronounced, To the right and left, eo 
„ver your flanks, damme! whiz!” I caſfily diſcovered. 
by the tone and. matter of this exclamation, that it was. 


uttered by a ſon of Mars; neither was it hard to con- 
ceive the profeſſian of another perſon who ſat, oppoſite to 


me, and obſer ved, that we ought to. be well fſatisfied-- 
of the ſecurity, before we. entered upon the premiſes 
———- Thele two ſallies had not the deſired effect: we con- 
-tioued a good while mute as before, till at length, 5 


the gentleman of the ſword, impatient of longer ſilence 


made a ſecond effort, by ſwearing, he had got into a 


meeting of quakers.——** I believe ſo too, (ſaid a thrill. 
female voice, at my left hand) for the ſpirit of folly : 


e begins to move. Out with it then, madam,” (re- 
plied the ſoldier.)— “ You ſeem to have no occaſion for 
6 a midwite,” (cried the lady.) — “ D- my blood! 


6 (exclaimed the other) a man can't talk to a woman, 


« but ſhe immediately thinks of a midwife,” ——*Pcue,.. 
% Sir, (ſaid the) 1 long to be delivered.“ what! of 
« a mouſe, madam ?”? (ſaid he.) —“ No, Sir, (ſaid 
6 ſhe) of a fool.” ——* Are you far gone with a. fool?“ 
(faid he——* Little more than two miles,“ ({aid ſhe). 
* By God, you're a wit, madam !?* (cried tae officer). 
— 6+ I with I could with any juſtice retura ch: compli» | 
| | RAJ. men," 
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« ment,” (ſaid the lady.) Zounds, I have done,” 60 
(faid he.) —* Your bolt is ſnon ſhot, according to the " 
. « gd proverb,“ (faid ſne.) — The warrior's powder was. ws 


quite ſpent ; the lawyer adviſed him to drop the proſe. 
cution, and a grave matron, who ſat on the lefr hand 
of the victorious wit, told her, ſhe muſt not let her _ 
tongue run ſo faſt among ſtrangers. This reprimand; 
ſoftened with the appellation of child, convinced me that 


the ſatirical lady was no other than Miſs Snapper, and I 15 
reſolved to regulate my conduct accordingly. The cham- "2 
pion finding himſelf fo ſmartly - handled, changed his 
battery, and began to expatiate on his own exploits. —- 
« You talk of ſhot, madam, (ſaid he):damme ! 1 have " 


« both given and received fome ſhort in my time, —T 
4% was wounded in the ſhoulder by a piſtol] ball at Det- 
« tingen, here I ſay nothing —but by G—d! if it 
% had not been for me—all's one for that ——1 deſpiſe 
« boaſting, d—me ! whiz:!?—So faying he whiſtled one 
part and hammed another of the Black Jock; then ad- 
drefling himfelt to the lawyer, went on thus: Wouldn't 
« you think it damned hard, after having, at the 
« riſk of your life, recovered the ſtandard of a regi -; 
% ment, that had been loſt, to receive no preferment 
« for your pains? I don't choſe to name no names, 
- « fink me! but howſomever, this I will refer, by G-, 
and that is this, a muſqueteer of the French guards, 
« having taken a (ſtandard trom a certain cornet of a cer- 
« tain regiment, damme! was retreating with a prize 
« as faſt as his horſe's heels could carry him, fink me! 
% Upon which I ſnitched up a firelock that belonged 
«to a dead man, damme ! whiz! and ſhot his horſe 
« under him d—n my blood! The fellow got upon his 
«« feet and began to repoſe me, upon Which I charged 
% my bayonet breaſt high, and ran him through the body 
«by G—d!———Onae of his comrades coming to his 
« aſſiſtance, ſhot me in the ſhoulder, as 1 told you be- 
« fore; and another gave me a confuſion on the head 
« with the butt end ot his carbine; but damme, that 
« did not ſignify. I killed one, put the other to flight, 
« and taking up the ſtandard, carried it off. very delibe - 
« rately. But the belt joke of all was, the fon of a. 1 
«© h——ch of a cornet, who had ſurrendered it in à co. „ 
1 | « ardly-' 
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o ardly manner, ſeeing it in my poſſeſſion, demanded 
1, from me, in the front of the line, — . D—n my 
„ blood, (ſays he) where did you find my ſtandard“ 
„ (fays he)—D—n my blood (ſaid I) — here (ſaid I) 
% did you loſe it?” (ſaid 1)—“ That's nothing to you 
« (fays he) tis my liandard (ſays he) and by G—d I'll 
« have it, (ſays he. )—* D—n-—ti—on ſeize me (lays 
« [) if you ſhall (ſays I) till I have firſt delivered it 
© to the general (ſays Ij;) and accordingly I went to 
«the head quarters, after the battle, and delivered it 
© to my Lord Stair, who promiſed to do for me, but I 
© am no more than a poor lieutenant Gill, dn my; 
% blood.“ | | a 
Having vented this repetition of expletives, the laws 
yer owned he had not been quited according to his de- 
ſerts? obſerved that the labourer is always worthy of 
his hire; and aſked if the promiſe was made before wit - 
neſſes, becauſe in this caſe. the law would compel the 
General to perform it; but underſtanding that the 
promiſe was made over a bottle, without being reſtrictec 
to time or terms, he pronounced it not valid in law, - 
proceeded to inqu re into the particulars of the battle, 
and affirmed, that although the Engliſh had drawn them- 
ſelves into a premunire at firit, the French managed 
their cauſe ſo lamely in the courſe of the diſpute, that 
they would have been utterly nonfuiced, had they not 
obtained a noli proſequi. In ſpite of theie enlivening 
touches, the converſation was like to ſaffer another long 
interruption; when the lieutenant, unwilliag to conceal 
any ot his accompliſhmeats, that could be diſplayed in 
his preſent ſituation, offered to regale the company with 
a ſong ; and interpreting our ſilence into a deſire of 
hearing, began to warble a falhionable air, the firlt ſtanaa 
ot which he pronounced thus: 5 


% Would you taſk the moon ty'd hair, 
« To yon flagraut beau repair : 

« Where waving with the popling vow, 
4% The bantling tine will ſhelter you, &c. 


The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as he went on, with 
luch ſurpriling facility, that. I could not help thinking 
| 8 he 
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| he had been at ſome pains to burleſque the performance: 


Miſs Snapper aſcribed it to the true cauſe, namely ig» 
norarce; and when he aſked her how the reliſhed his 
muſick, anſwered, that in her opinion, the muſick and 
the words were much of a piece. O d—n my blood! 

% (ſaid he) I take that as a high compliment; for eve- 
© ry body allows that the words are damnable fine.“ 
© They may be ſo (rep'ied the lady) for aught I know, 
© but they are above my comprehenfion.” ——*©+ I an't 
© obliged to find you comprehenſion, madam, curſe- 
«© me!” (cried he)——- No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe neither?? 
(ſaid ſhe)— “ Du my heart (ſaid he) ll ſpeak what I 

« pleaſe.” — Here the lawyer interpoſed, by telling him: 
there were ſome things he mult not ſpeak. And upon 

being defied to give an inſtance, mentioned Treaſon and- 
Defamation —** As for the king (cried the ſoldier) God 

4 bleſs him l eat his bread, and have loſt blood in his. 
© caute, therefore I have nothing to ſay to him but by 

& G—d, I dare ſay any thing to any other man.” —— —- 


No (ſaid the lawyer)-you dare not call me a rogue. — 


«© Damme, for what?” ſaid the other -. Becaule (re- 
« plied the counſellor) I ſhould have a good action a» 


s gainſt jou, and rccc ver.” “' Well, well, (cried the. 


officer) it 1 dare not call you rogue, 1 dare think you, 
« one, damme!** This ſtroke ot wit he accompanied 
with a loud laugh of ſelf-approbation, which unluckily 
did not effect the audience, but effettually ſilene ed bis. 
antagoniſt, who did not open his mouth for the ſpace of. 
an hour, except to clear his pipes with three hems, w hich. 
however, produced nothing. | 
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Day breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the perſon-of 
Miſs Snapper whom ] had not ſeen before . the: 
foldier is witty upon me —— ——ir offended- talks, much 
of his valour — is reprimanded by a grave gentle- 
auoman — —we are alarmed with the cry of highs 
WAYMEN - get out of the coach. ſtand on my 

© own defence they ride off without having attacks. 

ed u. — purſue them - one of them is thrown. 
from his horſe and taken return to, the coach — 
 am-complimented by Miſs Snapper the captain's, 
boebavicur on this occaſion -———the' prude  reproaches 
me ina foliloguy —= — / uphraid her in the ſame manner 
the behaviour of Mrs. Snapper at break/aſt diſobliges 
me ——the. lawyer is witty upon the officer, who threas. 
tens him. 80 Tur 1 3 


N the mean time, day breakiag in upon us, diſeo- 
vered to one another, the faces of their fellow - tra- 
vellers; and I had the good fortune to find my miitreſs 
not quite fo deformed nor diſagreeable as ſhe had been. 
reprei-ented to me. Her bead, indeed, bore ſome re- 
ſemblance to a hatchet, the edge being repreſeated by. 
her tace ; but the had a certain delicacy. in her com- 
plexion, and a great deal of vivacity in her eyes, which 
were very large and black; and tho? the. protuberance 
of her breaſt, when conſidered alone, ſeemed. to drag 
| her forwards, it was eaſy to perceive an equivalent on. 
her back which balanced the other, and kept her body 
in equilibrio. On the whole, I thought I. thould have 
eat reaſon to congratulate. mylelf, if it ſhould be my 
fate ro. poſſeſs twenty thouſand. pounds encumbered with. 
ſuch a wite. I began therefore to deliberate about the 
molt probable means of acquiring the conqueſt, and was- 
{o much engroſſed by this idea, that I ſcarce took any 
notice of the reit of the people in the coach, but revolv- 
ed my proſpeR in ſilence; while tne converſation was- 
maintained as before, by the object of my hopes, the ſon. 
of Mars, and thebarritter, who by this time had recol- 
lected himſelf, and talked, in terms as much . 
91 | 
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At length a diſpute happened, which ended in a wager, 
to he determined by me, who was ſo much abſorpt in 
contemplation, that I neither heard the reference nor 
the queſtion which was put to me by each in his turn; 
affronted at my ſuppoſed contempt, the ſoldier with 
great vociferation, ſwore, I either was dumb or deaf, if 
not both, and that I looked as if I could not ſay 80% to 
a pooſe. Arouſed at this obſervation, I fixed my eyes 
upon him, and pronounced with emphaſis, the inter · 
jection Bob! Upon which he cocked his hat in a fieree 
manner, and cried, ** Damme, Sir, what d*ye mean by 
% that? Had I intended to anſwer him, which by 
the bye was not my deſign, I ſhould have been antici- 
pated by Miſs who told him, my meaning was to ſhew 
that I could cry Boh! to a gooſe; and laughing very 
heartily at my laconic reproof, Her explanation and 
mirth did not help to appeaſe his wrath, which broke 
out in ſeveral martial inſinuations, ſuch ay" I do not 
«* underſtand ſuch freedoms, damme ! D n my blood! 
« Pm a gentleman, and bear the King's commiſſion.— 
blood! ſome people deſerve to have their nofes 
pulled for their impertinence.” I thought to have 


checked theſe ejaculations by a frown ; becauſe he had 


taſked ſo much ot his valour, that I had long ago rated 
him an aſs in a lion's ſkin; but this expedient did not 
anſwer my expectatĩon; he took umbrage at the contrac- 
tion of my brows, ſwore he did not value my ſulky look 
4 ſig's end, and proteſted he feared no man breathing. 
Miſs Snapper ſaid, the was very glad to find herſelf in 
company with a man of ſo much courage, who, the did 
not doubt, would protect us all from the attempts of 
highwaymen, during our journey. „% Make yourſelf 
perfectly eaſy on that head, madam, (replied the offi- 
ger z) 1 have got a pair of piſtols (here they are} 
* which I took from a horſe cflicer at the battle of Det» 
4 tingen—they are double loaded, and it any highway- 
% man in England robs you of the value of a pin while 
1 have the honour of being in your company, d——n 
* my heart. When he nad expreſſed himtelf in this 
manner, a prim gentlewoman, who had ſat ſilent hither- 
to, opened her mouth, and ſaid, the wondered how any 
man could. be io rude as to pull out ſuch weapons — 
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fore ladies.—** Damme, madam, (cried the champion) 
« if you are ſo much afraid at the fight of a piſtol, how 
« dye propoſe to ſtand fire if there ſhould be occa» 
&« fion 2? -—— She then told him, that if ſhe thought he 
could be ſo unmannerly as to uſe fire-arms in her pre- 
ſence, whatever might be the occaſion, ſhe would get 
out of the coach immediately, and walk to the next vil» 
lage, where lhe might procure a convenience to herſelf. 
— Before ſhe could make any anſwer, my Dulcinea in- 
terpoſed, and obſerved, that far from being offended at 
a gentleman's ufing his arms in his own Gefence, ſhe 
thought herſelf very lucky in being along with one by 
whoſe valour the Mood a good chance of ſaving herſelf 
from being rifled. —<The prude caſt a diſdainful look at 
Miſs, and ſaid, that people who have but little to loſe, are 
ſometimes the moſt ſolicitous about preſerving it. Tue 
old lady was affronted at this inuendo, and took notice, 
that people ought to be very well informed before they 
ſpeak ſlightingly of other people's fortunes, leaſt they diſ - 
cover their own envy, and mike themſelves ridiculous. 
The daughter declared, that the did not pretend to vie 
with any body in point of riches ; and if the lady who 
intiſted upon non · reſiſtance, would promiſe to in demnify 
us all for the lofs we thould ſuſtain, the would be one 
of the firſt to perſuade the captain to ſubmiſſion, in cafe 
we ſhould be attacked. To this propoſal, reaſonable as it 
was, the reſ:rved lady made no other reply, than a ſcorn- 
ful glance and a toſs of her head. ——1 was very well 
jealed with the ſpirit of my miſtreſs; and even wiſhed 
For an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing my courage under 
her eye, which | believed could not fail of prepoſſeſſiag 
her in my favour; when all of a ſudden, Strap rode up 
to the coach door, and told us in a great tright, that two 
men oa hurſe back were croſſi ig the heath (tor by this 
time we had paſſ:d Hounſlow) and made dire ly towards 
us. This piece of information was no ſooner delivered, 
than Mrs. Snapper began to ſeream, her daughter grew 
pale, the other lady pulled out her purſe to be in readineſs, 
the lawyer's teeth chattered, whilg he pronounced, Dis 
« no matter—we'll ſue the country and recover.” — The 
captain gave evident ſigas of confuſioa; and I, after have 
ing commande d the coachman to itop, opened the door, 


jumped 
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Jumped out, and invited the warrior to follow me. 
But finding him backward and aſtoniſhed, I took his piſtols, 
and giving them to Strap, who had by this time alighted, 
and trembled very much. J mounted on horſe back; and 
taking my own, (which 1 could better depend upon) 
from the holfters, cocked them both, and faced the rob- 
bers, who were now very near us. Seeing me ready to 
oppoſe them on horſe. back, and another armed on foot, 
they made 2 halt at ſome diſtance to reconnoitre us, and 
after having rode round us twice, myſelf till facing 
about as they rode, went off the ſame way they came, at 
a hard gallop. A gentleman's ſervant coming up with a 
horſe at the ſame time, I offered him a crown to aſſiſt me 
in purſuing them, which he no ſooner accepted, than I 
armed him with the officer's piſtols, and we galloped 
after the thieves, who truſting to the ſwiftneſs of their 
horſes, ſtopped till we came within ſhot of them, and 
then firing at us, put their nags to the full ſpeed. We 
followed them as faſt as our beaſts could carry us, but 
not being ſo well mounted as they, our efforts would have 
-been to little purpoſe, had not the horſe of one of them 
ſtumbled, and thrown his rider with ſuch violence over 
His head, that he lay ſenſeleſs, when we came up, and 
was taken without the leaſt oppoſition; while his com- 
rade ſludied his own ſafety in flight, without regarding 
the dilireſs of his friend. We ſcarce had time to make 
ourſelves maſters of his arms, and tie his hands together, 
;detore he recovered-his ſenſes, when learning his ſitua- 


tion, be effected ſurpriſe, demanded to know by what 


authority we uſed a gentleman in that manner, and had 
the impudence to threateu us with a proſecution for rob- 


bery. In the mean time we ſaw Strap coming up with a 


-cruwd of people, at med with different kinds of weapons; 
and among the reſt a farmer, who no ſooner perceived 
the thiet, whom we had ſecured, than he cried with great 
emotion, There's the fellow who robbed me an Mar 


ago, of twenty pounds in a canvaſs bag.” —— He was 
immediately ſearched, and the money found exactly as it 
had been deicribed: Upon which, we committed him to 
the charge of the country man, who carried him to the 
town of Hounſlow, which it ſeems the farmer had alarm- 
; and I, having fatisfied the footman for his trouble, 

| decording 


the was „ Ay 
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according to promiſe, returned with Strap to the coach, 
where | found the captain and lawyer buſy in adminiſters 
ing ſmelling- bottles and cordials to the grave lady, who 
Had gone into a fit at the noiſe of the firing. 

When d had taken my ſeat, Miſs Snapper, who from 
the-coach had ſeen every thing that happened, made me 
a compliment on my behaviour, and ſaid, ſhe was glad 
to ſee me returned, without having received any hurt: 
her mother too owned herſelf obliged to my reſolution ; 
and the lawyer told me, that I was entitled by act of par- 
liament to a reward of forty pounds, for apprehending 
a highwayman.—— The ſoldier obſerved, with a coun- 
tenance in which impudeace and ſhame Gruggliag pro- 
duced ſome diſorder, that if I had not been in ſuch a 
damned hurry to get out of the coach, he would have 
ſecured the rogues effeually, without all this buſtle and 
loſs of time, by a ſcheme which my heat and precipita- 
tion ruined, —* For my own part, (continued he) I am 
% always extremely cool on theſe occaſions.” ——* $9 it 
© appeared, by your trembling,” (ſaid the young lady.) 
—* Death and damnation (cried he) your ſex protects 
%u, madam; if any man on earth durſt tell me ſo much, 
$ [I'd ſend him to hell, d—a my heart Lia an inſtaut .“ 
80 ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon me, and aſked if I had 
ſeen hicmctremble?—1 anſwered without heſitation, Nes.“ 
„Damme, Sir, (ſaid he) d'ye doubt my courage 2—1 
replied, Very much.” —This declaration quite diſeon - 
certed him. — He looked blank, and pronounced with a 
faultering voice, O! ?tis very well—d—n my blood ! 
«+ I ſhall Ad a time.” —1 ſignified my contempt ot him, 
by thruiting my tongue in my cheek, which humbled him 
lo much, that he (carce ſwore another oath aloud during 
the whole Journey. 

The preciſe lady, having recruited her ſpirits by the 
help of lome ſtrong waters, began a ſoliloquy, in which 
ſhe wondered that any man, who pretended co maintain 
the character of a gencleman, could, for the ſake of, a 
little paultry coin, tarow perſons of honour into ſuch 
.quandaries as might endanger their lives; and profeſſed 

her ſurpriſe, that women were not athamed to c nm mend 
ſuch brucality. At the ſame time e chat 110 the 
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future ſhe would never fer foot in a ſtage coach, if a 
private convenience could be had for love or money. 
' Nettled at her remarks, I took the fame method of con- 
veying my ſentiments, and wondered in my turn, that 
any woman of common ſenſe, ſhould be ſo unreaſonable 
as to expect that people who had neither acquaintance 
or connexion with her, would tamely allow themſelves to 
be robbed and mal-treated, merely to indulge her capri- 
cious humour. I likewiſe confeſſed my aſtoniſhment at 
Her inſolence and ingratitude in taxing a perſon with 
brutality, who deſervedher approbation and acknowledg- 
ment; and vowed, that if ever ſhe ſhould be affaulted 
again, I would leave her to the mercy of the ſpoiler, that 
tbe might know the value of my protection. 
This perſon of honour did not think fit to carry on 
the altercation any further, but ſeemed ro chew the cud 
of her reſentment, with the creſt - fallen captain, while I 
entered into diſcourſe with my charmer, who was the 
more pleaſed with my converſation, as ſhe had conceived 
a very indifferent opinion of my intellects from my for- 
mer filence. I thould have had cauſe to be equally ſatis- 
-fied with the ſprightlineſs of her genius, could ſhe have 
curbed her imagination with judgment; but ſhe laboured 
under ſjuch a profuſion of talk, that 1 dreaded her unruly 
tongue, and felt by anticipation the horrors of an eternal 
clack! However, when 1 conſidered, on the other hand, 
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I torgot her deformities, ſeizzd occaſion by the forelock, th 
and endeavoured to inſinuate myſelt into affectiou. fa 
lde caretul mother kept a Gtrict watch over her, and T 
though the could not help behaving civilly to me, took d 
- frequent opportunities ot diſcouraging our communicae 7 
tion, by reprimanding her tor being to tree with ſtrangers, Ay 
and telling her the muſt learn to ſpeak leis, and thick I tn 
more. Abridged ot the ule ot ſpeech, we converſed with ar 
our eyes, and | tound the young lady very eloquent in gl 
this kind ot diſcourte. In ſhort, 1 had reaſon to believe | pe 
that the was lick of the old gentle woman's tuition, and wi 


that 1 ſhould find it no difficult matter to tuperiede her 
authority. ag 5 racks 
When we arrived at the place where we were to break- | 
falt, I alighted and helped my miſtreſs out of the coach, a 
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2s well as her mother, who called for a private room, to 
which they withdrew, in order to eat by themſelves.— 13 
As they retired together, I perceived that Miſs had got ; 
more twiſts from nature, than I had before obſerved, for, * 
{be was bent ſide ways in the figure of an S, fo that her N 
progreſſion very much reſembled that of a crab. The | 
prude alſo choſe the captain for her meſs-mate, and 
ordered breakfaſt for two only to be brought into another 
ſeparate room; while the lawyer and I deſerted by the 
Teſt of the company, were fain to put up with each 
other. I was a good deal chagrined at the ſtately reſerve 
of Mrs. Snapper, who I thought did not uſe me with all 
the complaiſance I deſerved: and my companion de- 
clared, that he had been a traveller for twenty years, and 
never knew the ſtage coach rules ſo much infringed be- 
fore. As for the honourable gentlewomaa, I conld not 
conceive the meaning of her attachment to the captain 
and aſked the lawyer if he ne w for which of the ſoldier's 
virtues ſhe admired him? The counſellor facetiouſly re- 
Plied, © I ſuppoſe the lady knows him to an able con- 
* yeyancer, and wants to make a ſettlement in tail.“ — 
I could not help laughing at the archneſs of the barriſter 
who entertained me during breakfalt with a great deal of 
wit of the ſame kind at the expence of our fellow-travel- 
lers; and among other things, ſaid he was ſorry to find 
the young lady ſaddled with ſuch incumbrances. | 
When we had finithed our repaſt, and paid our reckons 
ing, we went into the coach, took our places, and bribed * 
the driver with ſixpence, to revenge us on the reſt of bis 
fare, by hureying them away in the midſt of their meal. 
Tunis taſk he pertormed to our ſatisfaction, after he had 
diſturbed their enjoyment with bis importunate clamour. 
The mother and daughter obeyed the ſummons firſt, 
and coming to the coach door, were obliged to deſire 
The coachman's aſſiſtance to get in, becauſe the lawyer 
and I had agreed to ſhew our reſentment by our ne- 
glect. They were no ſooner ſeated, than the captain ap- 
peared as much heated as if he had been purſued a do- 
zen of miles by an enemy; and immediately after him 
came the lady, not without ſome mayks of diforderg 
Having helped her up, he entered himſelf, growling 
a few oaths againk the coachman, for his impertinent 
Vol. II. . © interruptions 
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interruption; and the lawyer A JP him by ſaying, 
that if he had ſuffered a iff priut through the obſtinacy 
of the defendant, he might have an opportunity to join 
iſſue at the next ſtage. This laſt expreſſion gave offence 
to the grave gentlewoman, who told hin, it ſhe wat a | 
8 man, ſhe would make him repent of ſuch obſcenity, ' 
3 and thanked God ſhe had never been in ſuch company 
. before. At this inſinuation, the captain thought 
1 hin:felf under a neceſſity of eſpouſing the lady's cauſe; 
and accordingly threatened to cut off the lawyer's ears, 
if he ſhould give his tongue any ſuch liberties for the 
future. The poor counſellor begged pardon, and uni- 
verſal ſilence enſued. 7 


e HA DV; þ 


T reſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am fas 
 *woured by accident ———the preciſe lady finds her huſ- 
band, and quits the coach — the captain is diſappointed 
. of his dinner —— we arrive at Bath { accompany 
Miſs Snapper to the long room, where ſhe is attacked by 
+ beau N . and turns the laugh againſt him I make \ 
ode to her, and receive a check — —ſquire her to an { 
' afembly, where 1 am bleſt with a fight of my dear NaY- 
ciſ/a, which diſcomp:ſes me ſo much, that Miſs Snapper ob · 

- ſerving my diſorder is at pains to diſcover the cauſe ——is 1 
pigued at the eccafton. and in our way home, pays me a 0 | 
» ſarcaſtic compliment am met by Miſs Williams, who f 
i maid and confident of Narciſſa —/he acquaints me 
with her lady's regard for me while under the diſguiſe of 
à ſervant, and deſcribes the tranſports of Narciſſa an 
ſeeing me at the aſſembly, in the character of a gentle- 
man 1 am ſurpriſed with an account of her aunt's 
marriage, and make an appointment to meet Miſs Williams 
nen day. | a x FEY 


'URING this unſocial interval, my pride and inter- 
eſt maintained a ſevere conflict, on the ſubject of 
Mus Snapper, hem the one repreſented as unworchy of 
notice, and the other propoſed as the object ot my whole 
attention: The advantages and diſadvantages attendin 
| a N „ 
| | | %% 1 
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fuch a match, were oppoſed to one another by my im ꝛzi- 
nation: and at length my jadgement gave it ſo much i 
favour of the firſt, that I reſolved to proſecute my ſchem?, 


with all the addreſs in my power. | thought I perceive 
ſome concern in her countenance, occalioned by my 


filence, which ſhe no doubt imputed to my diſguſt at her 
mother's behaviour; and as I believed the old woman 


could not fail of aſeribing my muteneſs to the ſame motive 
I determined to continue that ſullen conduct towards her, 
and fall upon ſame other method of manifeſting my eſtee m 
for the daughter; nor was it difficult for me to make 
her acquainted with my ſentiments by the expreſſion of 
my looks, which I modelled into the characters of humi- 


lity and love; and which were an{wered by her with all 


the ſympathy and approbation I could deſire. But when 
I began to conſider, that without further opportunities 
of improving my fucceſs, all the progreſs L had bitherto. 
made would not much avail, and that ſuch opportunities 
could not be enjoyed without the mother's permiſſion; 
I concluded it would be requiſite to vanquiſh her colds 
neſs and ſuſpicion by my aſſiduities and reſgectful be» 
haviour on the road; and the would in all likelihood 
invite me to viſit her at Bath, where I did not fear of be» 
ing able to cultivate her acquaintance as much as would 
be neceſſary to the 'accomplitkment of my purpoſe. , And 
indeed "accident furnithed. me with an opportunity of 


obliging her ſo much, that ſhe could not, with any ap- 


pearance of good manners, forbear to gratif my ineli- 
ating: : © „ ers E Ae 


Wnen we arrived at our dining place, we found all 


the eatables in the inn beſpoke by à certain noblemang 
who had got the ſtart of us; and in all likelihood: my 


mittre(s/ and her mother muſt have dined with Duke | 
Humphrey, had I not exerted my ſelf in their behalf, and 4 


bribed the landlord with a glaſs of wine, to curtail his 
lordſhip's entertainment of a couple of fowls and ſome 
bacon, which I ſeat with my compliments to the ladies. 
They accepted my treat with a great many thanks, and 


deſired I would tavour them with — iwpany at dinner, 
where I amuſed the old gentle woman ſo ſucoeſsfully, by 


maintaining a ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe in the midi f 
my civility, that ſhe ſignified a defire of being better 
A os acquainted, - 
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acquainted, and hoped I would be fo kind as to ſee her 
ſometimes at Bath. —— While I enj»yed myſelf in this 
manner, the preciſe lady had the good fortune to meet 
with her huſband, who was no other than gentleman, or 
in other words, valet de chambre to the very nobleman, 
whoſe coach Rood at the door. Proud of the intereſt 
ſhe had in the houſe, ſhe affected to ſhew her power by 
introducing the captain to her ſpouſe, as a perſon who 
Had treated her with great civility ; upon which he was 
invited to a fhare-of their dinner; while the poor lawyer, 


finding himſelf utterly abandoned, made application to 
me, and was, through my interceſſion, admitted into our 
company. Having ſatisfied our appetites, and made 
ourſelves merry at the expence of the perſon of honour, 


the civil captain, and-complaiſant huſband, I did myſelf 
the pleaſure of diſcharging the bill by Realth, for which 
I received a great many apologies and acknowledgments 
from my gvelts, and we reimbarked at the firſt warning. 
The cfficer was obliged, atlaft, to appeaſe his hunger 
with a luncheon of bread and cheeſe, and a pint bottle of 
brandy, which he diſpatched in the coach, curſing the 
4nappetence of his lordſhip, who had ordered dinner to 
be put back a whole hour. © WOT. 

Nothing remarkable happened during the remainin 
part of our journey, which was finifhed next day, when 
waited on the ladies to the houſe of a relation, in which 


 - they intended to lodge, and paſſing that night at the inn, 
took lodgings in the morning for myſelf. 


The forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing that 
was worth feeing in the place, in company with a gentle- 
man to whom Banter had given me a letter of introduc- 


tion: and in the afternoon I waited on the ladies, and 
Found Miſs a good deal indifpoſed with the fatigue of the 


Journey.—As they foreſa they ſhould have occaſion 
for a male acquaintance to fquire them at all publick 
Places, I was received with great cordiality, and had the 


mother's commiſſion to conduct them next day to the 


dong room, which we no ſooner entered, than the eyes of 
were turned upon us; and when we 
tyrdom of their looks for ſome time, 


had ſuffered the 


dà⁊2 w whiſper circulated at our expence, which was accom - 


panied with many contemptuous ſmiles, and tittering 


obſervations, . 


— 


— 
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obſervations, to my utter ſhame and confuſion. I did not 
fo much conduct as follow my charge to a place where 
ſhe ſeated her mother and herſelf, with alloniſhing com- 
poſure, notwithſtanding theunmannerly behaviour of the 
whole company, which ſeemed to be affumed merely to 
put her out of countenance. The celebrated Mr. 
Nh, who commonly attends in this place, as maſter 
of the ceremonies perceiving the diſpoſition of the aſſem«+ 


bly, took upon himſelf the taſk. of gratifying their il · nature 


Rilk further, by expoſing my miſtreſs to the edge of his 
wit. With this view he approached us, with many 
bows and grimaces, and after having welcomed Miſs- 
Snapper to the place, aſked her, in the hearing of all prey 
ſent, if ſhe could inform him-of the name of Tobit's dog. 
Il was ſo much incenſed at his inſolence, that I ſhould- 
certainly have kicked him-where he ood, without cere- 
mony, had not the young lady prevented the effects of my 


indig nation, by replying with the utmoſt vivacity, „ His 


& name was Nh, and an impudent dog he was.“ 


This repartee, ſo unexpected and juſt, raiſed ſuch an unĩ - 
verſal laugh ai the aggreſſor, that all his aſſurance was 


inſufficient to ſupport him- under their derifion ; ſo that 
after he had endeavoured to compole himſelf, by takiag- 
ſauff, and forcing a ſmile, he was obliged to ſneak of | 
in a very ludicrous attitude; while my Dulcinea was 
applauded to the ſkies, for the brilliancy of her wit, aud 
her acquaintance immediately courted by the beſt people 
of both ſexes in the room. This event, with which . 
was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fail of alarming: 
me, upon further reflection, when I conſidered.that the 
more ſhe was careſſed by perſons of diſtiagion, the more 
her pride would be inflamed, and conſequently, the ob- 


ſtacles to my ſucceſs multiplied and enlarged. Nor were 


my preſaging fears untrue, That very night I perceived 


her a little intoxicated with the incenſe the had received, | 


and though the (till, behaved with a particular civility to 


& 


me, 1 foreſaw that as ſoon as her fortune thould be 


' known, the would be ſurrounded with a ſwarm of ad. 
mirers, ſome one. of whom might poſſibly, by excelling 


me, in a point of wealth, or ig arts of flattery and ſcan- 
dal, ſupplant me ia her eſteem, and find means to make 
the mother man reſolved therefore to loſe no 


3. time, 
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time, and being invited to fpend the evening with them, 


found an opportunity, in ſpite of the old gentlewoman's 
Vigilance, to explain the meaning of my glances in the 
coach, by paying homage to her wit, and profeſſing my- 
felf enamoured of her perſon. — She bluſhed at my decla- 
ration, and in a favourable manner diſapprove! of the 


- Tiberty I had taken, putting me in mind of our being 


ſtrangers to each other, and defiring I would not be the 


- means of interrupting our acquaintance, by any ſuch un- 


feaſonable ſtrokes of gallantry tor the future: My ardour 
was effectually checked by this reprimand, which was 
however, delivered in ſuch a gentle manner, that I had 
no caule to be diſobliged; and the arrival of her mother 


relieved me from a dilemma in which I ſhould not have 


known how to demean myfelf a minute longer. Neither 
could I reſume the eaſineſs of carriage with which I came 
in, my miſtreſs ated on the reſerve, and the converſa- 
tion beginning to flag, the old lady introduced her kinſ- 
woman of the houſe, and propoſed a hand at whiſt. 

While we amuſed ourſeives at this diverſion, I under. 
Rood from the gentlewoman, that there was to be an 


afſembly next night, at which I begged to have the honour 


of dancing with Miſs. She thanked me for the favour 
J intended her, aſſured me, the never did dance, but 
fignified a deſire of ſeeing the company; when I offered 
my ſervice, which was accepted: not a little proud of 
being exempted from appearing with her, ina tituation, 


that, notwithſtanding my profeſſion to the contrary, was 


5 * 


not at all agreeable to my inclination. © 


Having ſupped, and continued the game, till ſuch time 


as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother warned me to be 
gone, I took my leave, and went home, where I made 
Strap very happy with an account of my progreſs. - Next 


day I put on my gayeſt apparel, and went to drink tea at 


Mrs. Snapper's, accordipg to appointment; when l found 
to my unexpreflible ſatisfaction, that ſhe was laid up with 
the tooth-ach, and that Miſs was to be intruſted to my 
care. - Accordingly we let out for the ball room, pretty 
early in the evening, and took poſſeſſion of a commodious 
place, where we had not ſat longer than a quarter of an 


hour, when a gentleman dreſſed in a green frock came 
in, leading a young lady, who 1 immediately dilcover- 


ed 
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ed to be the adorable Narciſſa ! Good heaven ! what were 
the thrillings of my ſoul at that inſtant! my reflection 
was overwhelmed with terror and agitation! -my heart 
throbbed with ſurpriſing violence! a ſudden miſt covered 
my eyes! my ears were invaded with a dreadful ſound! L 
panted for want of breath, and in ſhort, was for ſome mo- 
ments entranced !— This firſt tumult ſubſiding. a crowd 
of flattering ideas ruſhed upon my imagination: Every 
thing that was ſoft, ſenſible, and engaging in the cha» 
. racter of that dear ereature, recurred tomy remembrance, 
1 and every favourable circumſtance of my qualifications 
appeared in all the aggravation of ſelf-conceit, to heighten 
my expeRation !—Neither was this tranſport of long du- 
ration: The dread of her being already diſpoſed of, inter- 
| vened, and over. caſt my enchancing reverie! My preſa- 
ging apprehenſion repreſented her encircled in the arms 
i of ſome happy rival, and of conſequence for ever loſt to 
me l I was ſtung with this ſuggeſtion, and believing the 
A perfor who conducted her, to be the huſband of this amia- 
I | ble young lady, already devoted him to my fury, and Rood 
up to mark him for my vengeance; when I recolle&ed; 
tomy unſpeakable joy, her brother, the fox-hunter, in the 
perſon of her gallant, —— Undeceived fo much to my ſa- 
tisfaction in this particular, I gazed in a frenzy of delight, 
1 on the irreſiſtible charms of his ſiſter, who no ſooner 
1 diſtinguiſhed me in the croud, than her evident confuſion 
'S afforded a happy omen to my flame. At ſight of me 
the ſtartled, the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her polithed 
Cheeks, and returned in a moment with a double glow 
1 that overſpread her lovely neck, white her enchanting. 
boſom heaved with ſtrong emotion. I hailed theſe favour» 
| able ſymptoms, and lying in wait for her looks, did ho» 
i mage with my eyes.—She ſeemed to approve my decla - 
7 ration, by the complacency ot her aſpect; aud I was ſo 
| tranſported with her diſcovery, that more than once, I 
| was on the poiat of making up to her, to diſcloſe the 
. throbbings of my heart in perſon, had not the profound 
| ' + veneration which her preſence always inipired, reſtrained 
| the unſeaſonable impuile. All my powers being ingroſ- 
| ſed in this manner, it may caſily be imagined how ill 
| entertained Miſs Snapper, on whom I could not now turn 
Wy ej es, without making compariſons very little to her 
woo > — W4 advantages 
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advantage. It was not even in my power to return di- 
re& anſwers to the queſtions ſhe aſked from time to time, 
G that ſhe could not help obſerving my abſence of mind;. 
and having a turn for obſervation, watched my glances, 
and tracing them to the dear object, diſcovered the cauſe: 
of my diſorder.— That ſhe might, however, be convinced 
of the truth of her eonjecture, the began to interrogate 
me with regard to Narciſſa, and notwithſtanding all mp 
endeavours to diſguiſe my ſentiments, perceived my at- 
tachment by my confuſion. — Upon which ſhe afſume 
ed a ſtatelinels of behaviour, and fat ſilent during the re- 
maining part of the entertainment. —At any. other time, 
her (uſpicion would have alarmed me: but now I was. 
elevated by the paſſion above every other conſideration. 
The miſireſs of my foul having retired with her brother, 
I diſcovered ſo much uncaſfinels at my ſituation, that Miſs. 
Snapper propoſed to go home: and while I conducted her 
to a Chair, told me ſhe had too great a regard for me to- 
keep me any longer in torment. I feigned ignorance of 
her meaning, and having ſeen her ſafely at her lodgings, 
took my leave and weiſt home in an extaſy,” where 1 diſ- 
cloſed every thing that happened to my confident and 
humble ſervant Strap,” who did not-reliſh the accident ſo. 
well as I expected; and obſerved, that a bird in hand is. 
worth two in the buſh, ( But however (ſaid he) you. 
* know belt,— you know beſt,” ——Next day as 4 went 
to the Pump- room, in hopes of ſeeing or hearing ſome 
- tidings of my fair enſlaver, I was met by a gentle woman, 
who having looked hard at me, eried, O Chriſt! Mr. 
«Random !** Surprited at this exclamation, 1 examined. 
the countenance of the perſon who ſpoke, and immediate- 
ly recognized my old [weet-heart and fellow ſufferer, 
Miis Williams. M eee e ene 
. I was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortunate woman 
in ſuch a decent appearance, profeſſed my joy at ſeeing 
"Her fo well, and deſired to know where I ſhould have the 
aſure ot her converſation. She was as hearcily rejoiced 
at the apparent eaſineſs of my fortune, and gave me to- 
properly call her own ; but would wait on me at an place 
N 1 ſhould pleaſe to appoint.—Underſtanding that the was 
unengaged for the preſent, I hewed her the way to my 
n | . © , own. 
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own lodgings, where, after a very affeQionate ſalotation, 
ſhe informed me of her being very happy in the ſervice of 
a young lady to whom ſhe was recommended by a former 
miſtreſs diſeaſed, into whoſe family ſhe had recommend- 
ed herſelf by the honeſt deceit ſhe had concerted, While 
ſhelived with me in the garret at London. —She then ex- 
preſſed a vehement deſire to be acquainted with the vicilt- 
tudes of my life fince we parted, and excuſed her curiok- 
ty on account of the concern ſhe had for my intereſt, —[ 
forthwith gratified her requeſt, and then I deſcribed my 
ſituation in Suſſex, perceived her to attend to my ſtory 
with particular eagerneſs. She interrupted me when I 
had furniſhed that period, with, Good God! it is poll» 
© blel”.—andthen begged I would be ſo good as continue 
my relation; which I did as briefly as I coutd, burging 
with impatience to know the cauſe of her ſurpriſe, Ki 94 
which I had already formed a very intereſting conjecture. 
When T brought my adventures down to the preſent 

day, ſhe ſeemed much affected with the different circam> 
ſtances of ny fortune; and ſaying with a ſarile,ſhe believed 
my diſtreſſes were at an end, proceeded to inform me, that 
the lady whom ſhe ſerved was no other than the charm» 
ing Nareiſſa, who bad honoured her with her conſidene: 
for ſome time; in conſequence of which truſt, ſne had often 
repeated the ſtory. of John Browa, with great regard; 
that the loved to dwell-upon the particulars of his charac- 
ter, and did not ſeruple to own a- tender. approbation 
of his flame. I became delicious at this piecg of iatelli- 
gence, {trained Miſs Williams in my embrace, called her 
the angel of my happineſs, and acted ſuch extravagances, 
that ſhe might have been convinced of my ſiucerity, had 


ms not been ſatisfied of my honour before. As ſoon as I 


was in a condition to yield attention, the deſcribed the 
preſent ſituation of her miſtreſs, who had no ſooner reach- 


ed her lodgings the night before, than the cloſetted herr. 


and in a rapture of joy, gave her to kao that he had: 
ſeen me at the ball, where L appeared in the character 
which the always thought my due, with ſuch advantage 
of cranstormation, that unleſs my image had been engraven 
on her heart, it would have been impolſſible to know me for 
the perion who had worn her aunt's livery that by the 
language of my. eyes, ſhe was aſſured ot the continuance 
WEL | . 65 7 I o i 
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of my paſſion for her, and conſequently of my being un- 
engaged to any other; and that though ſhe did not doubt 
I would ſpeedily fall upon ſome method of being intro- 
duced, the was fo impatient to hear of me, that the (Miſs | 
Williams had been ſent abroad this very morning. on pur» | 
poſe to learn the name and character I at preſent bore.— _ 
My 'bofom had been hitherto-a ſtranger to ſuch a flood 
of joy as nowruſhed upon it: My faculties were over- born 
by the tide : It was ſome time before I could open my 
mouth; and much longer ere. I could utter a coherent 
ſentence. At length, I fervently requeſted her to lead me 
to the object of my adoration; But the reſiſted my impor» 
tunity, and explained the danger of ſuch premature con- 
duct. How favourable ſoevec( ſaid ſne ) my lady incli- 
„nation towards you may be, you may depend upon it, 
* ſhe will not commit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs on decorum, 
either in diſcloſing her own, or in receiving a declara+ 
tion of your paſſion; and-altho” the great veneration E 
have for you, has prompted me to reveal what the com- 
©<-municated to me in confidence, I know ſo well the ſe- 
verity of her. ſentiments with reſpect to the punctilios 
ot her ſex, that, if ſhe ſhould learn the leaſt ſurmiſe of 
5 it, the would not only diſmiſs me as a wretch unworthy 
* of her benevolence, but alſo for ever ſhun the efforts of 
% your love.“ Laſſented tothe juſtice of her remonſtrance, 
and deſired ſhe would affi:i me with her advice and direc- 
tion: upon which, it was concerted between us, that for 
the preſent, 1 ſhould be contented with her telling Nar» 
eiſſa, that in the courſe of her inquities, ſhe could- only 
learn my name: and that if in a day or two IL could fall 
upon.noothee method of being introduced to her miſtreſs, 
ihe would deliver a letter from me, on pretence of con- 
ſulting her happineſs; and ſay that I met her in the ſtreet, 
and bribed her to this piece of ſervice. Matters. being 
*adjuited,. I kept my old acquaintance to breakfaſt, and 
Learned, from her converſation, that my rival Sir Timothy 
had crunk himielt into an apoplexy, of which he died five 
montus ago; that the ſavage was ſtill unmarried and that 
his uat had been ſeized with a whim which he lictle ex- 
pected, and cholen the ſchool-malter of the parilh for her 
lord and huſband: but matrimony not agreeing with Her 
conititution, the had been hectie and dropſical a good 
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while, and was now at Bath in order to drink the waters 
for the recovery of her health; that her niece had ac- 
companied her hitherto at her requeſt, and attended her 
with the ſame affection as before, notwithſtanding the 
miſtake ſhe had committed: and that her nephew, who 


wy 
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rable creature 
take his nap Freeman, gueſſing the ſituation of my 
thoughtry withdraws likewiſe on pretence of buſineſs, —— 


had been exaſperated at the loſs of her fortune, did not 
give his attendance out of good will, but purely to have 
an eye on his ſiſter, leſt ſhe ſhould likewiſe throw herſelf 
away, without his conſent or approbation.— Having en- 
joyed ourſelves in this manner, and made an aſſignation 
to meet next day At a certain place, Miſs Williams took 
her leave; and Strap's looks being very inquiſitive about 
the nature of the comunication ſubſiſting between us, 
I made him acquainted with the whole affair to his great 
aſtoniſhment and-ſatisfaion. 


* 


become acquainted with MNarciſa's brother, who invites 
me to his houſe where I am introduced to that ado» 
after dinner, the ſquire retires to 


am cell received 


1 declare my paſſion 10 Narciſa 


charmed with her converſation— the ſquire detains 
us to ſupper 1 elude bis de/ign by a ſiratagem, and get. 
home ſober * Be i : * * 5 


* afternoon I drank tea at the houſe of Mr. Free- | 


man, to whom I had been recommended by Banter; 
where I had not ſat ſive minutes, Still the fox-hanter came 
in, and by his familiar behaviour, appearedto be intimate 
with my friend—[' was, at firſt, under ſome condern, left 
he ſhould recolle& my features ; but when I found my- 
ſelfintroduced to him as a gentleman from London, with 
out being diſcovered, | bleſſed the opportunity that brought 
me into his company; hoping, that in the courſe of our 
acquaintance, he would invite me to his houſe — nor were 
my hopes fruſtrated, for as we ſpent the evening together, 
he grew extremely fond of my converſation, aſked a great 
many childiſh queſtions about France and foreign pirts; 
. 08 and. 
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and ſeemed £9 highly entertained with my anſwers, that - 
in his cups he ſhook me often by the hand, pronounced 
me an honek fellow, and invited us to dinner next day, 
at his own houſe—— My imagination was ſo much em- ü 
ployed in anticipating the happineſs I was to enjoy next | 
dap, that I ſlept very little that night; but riſing early 
in the morning, went to the place appointed, where L 
met my ſhe - ſriend, and told her my ſucceſs with the 
ire. She was very much pleaſed at the occaſion,, , 
whick ( ſhe ſaid) could not fail of being agreeable to Nar- | 
_eifſa, who in ſpite of her paſũon for me, had mentioned 
ſome ſcruplesrelating-to my true ſituation and character, Th 
which her delicacy of ſentiments ſuggeſted, and which | 
ſhe believed I would find it neeeſfary to remove, though 
the did not know how. I was ſtartled at this-infinuation,. 
becauſe I ſaw the difficulty 1 ſhould find in barely doing 
myſelf juſtice ; for tho? I never intended to impoſe my- 
ſelf upon any woman, much leſs on Narciſfa, as a man 
of fortune, 1 laid claim to the character of a gentleman, 
by birth, education, and behaviour; and yet (ſo unlucki- | 
Iy had the circumfiances of my life fallen out) I thould l 
find it a very. hard matter to-make good my pretenſions. 
even to theſe, eſpecially to the laſt which was the moſt 
efſential. Miſs Williams knew as well as Lof this diſ- 
advantage, but comforted me with obſerving, that when 
ence a woman*has placed her aff: ions on a man, ſhe cane 
not help judging of him in all reſpects, with a partiality 
eaſily influenced in his favour ;--ſhe remarked that altho” 
ſome ſituations of my life had been low, yet none of 
them bad been infamous ; that my indigence had been. 
the crime of fortune, not of me; and that the miſeries F | 
I had undergone, by improving the faculties both of 1 
mind and body, qualified me better for any dignified ſta- | 
tion : and would of conſequence- recommend me to the- 
good graces of any ſenſible woman — ſhe therefore ad» 
viſed me to be always open and unreſerved to the inqui» 
ries of my milireſs, witnout unneceſſarily betraying the 
_ -meaneſt-cccurences of my fate; and truſt to the ſtrength 
of her love and reflection, for the reit.— The ſentiments. 
of this ſealible. young woman on tnis, and on almoſt e- 
very other ſubject, perfectly agrees with mine; I thanked 
ber for the care the took of my intereits, and promiſing 
| | to 
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to behave myſelf according to her direction, we parted;.. 
after ſhe aſſured me, that 1 might depend upon ber beſt 
offices with her miſtreſs, and-ſhe would from time to time 
1 communicate to me ſuch intelligence as ſhe ſhould pro- 
dure relating to my flame. Having dreſſed myſelf to- | 
the beſt advantage, I waited for the time of dinner with [| 
the moſt fearful impatience: and as the hour drew nigh, . 1 
my heart beat with ſoch velocity, and my ſpirits contract - 34 
ed ſuch diſorder, that I began to ſuſpect my reſolution,. 
and even to wiſh myſelf diſengaged :— Ax laſt Mr. Free- — -} 
man called at my lodgingsin his way, and I accompanied 
him to the houſe where all my happineſs was depoſited. 
We were very kindly received by the ſquire, who fat. 
ſmoking his pipe in a parlour, and aſked if we choſe to- 
drink any thing before dianer; though I never had more 
occaſion for a cordial, I was aſhamed to accept this offer, 
| which was alſo refuſed by my friend. We ſat down (how-- 
ever) and entered into converſation, which laſted half an 
hour, ſo that Lhadtime to recolle&mylelf ; and (fo capri- 
cious were my thoughts, ) even to hope that Narcifſa would* 
not appear—when all of:a ſudden, a ſervant-coming in, 
gave us notice that dinner was upon the table—and my 
perturbation returned with ſuch violence, that I could 
vonceal it from the company as I aſcended the flair 
_ Caſe, —Whe ered the dining room, the firſt object 
that ſaluted my raviſhed eyes, was the divine Narciſſa, 
bluſhing like Aurora, adorned with all the graces that 
meekneſa, innocence, and beauty can diffuſe! I was ſeiz» . 
ed with a giddineſs, my knees tottered, and I ſcarce had 
ſtrength enough to perform the ceremony of ſalutation, 
when her brother ſlapping me on the ſhoulder, cried,. 
EMeaſter Randan, that there is my ſiſter.“ Lapproached- 
' her with cagerneſs and fear; but in the moment of our 
' embrace, my ſoul was agonized with rapture! It was a. 
lucky circumitance for us both, that my entertainer was 
not endued with an unca:nman ſtock. of penetration ; for 
our mutual contuſion was ſo manifeſt, that Mr. Freeman 
| Rerceived.it, and as we went home, congratulated me on 
my good fortune.—But ſo far was Bruin from enter» 
taining the ſuſpicion, that he encouraged me to begin a 
converſation with my miſtreſs ia a language unknown to 
iq, by telling her he had brought a gentleman who rer 6 
e 7 | ; Jabber 
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jabber with her French and other foreign lingos, as faſt 
as ſhe pleaſed : then turning to me, ſaid, *© Odds bobs! 
*©] with you would hold diſcourſe with her, in French or 
„ Italiano; and tell me if ſhe underſtands it as well as ſhe 
* would be thought to do—there*'s her aunt and ſhe wilt 
„ chatter together whole days in it, and I can't have a 
« mouthful of Englith for love or money.” I conſulted . 
the look of my amiable miſtreſs, and found her averſe to 
his propoſal, which indeed ſhe declined with a ſweetneſs of 
.* _-- denial peculiar to herfelf, as a piece of diſreſpect to that 
part of the company which did not underſtand the lan - 
guage in queſtion. As I had the happineſs of ſnting 
oppolite to her, I feaſted my eyes much more than my 
palate, which ſhe tempted in vain with the moſt delicious 
bits carved by her fair hand, and recommended by her 
perſuaſive tongue; but all my appetites wereſwallowed: 
up in the immenfity of my love, Which 1 fed by gazing 
on Narciſſa. Dinner was ſcarce ended, when the ſquire 
became very drouſy, and after ſeveral dreadful yawns, 
got up, ſtretched himfelf, rook two or three turns acroſs 
the room, begged we would allow him to take a ſhore 
nap, and having laid a ſtrong injunction on His ſiſter to- 
detain us till his return, went to his repoſe without any 
further ceremony. He had not been gone many mi- 
nutes, when Freeman gueſſing the ſituation of my heart, 
and thinking he could not do me a greater favour, than 
to leave me alone with Narciſſa, pretended to recollect 
himſelf all of a ſudden, and ſtarting up, begged the lady's. 
pardon for-halt an hour, for he had juckily remembered- 
an engagement of ſome conſequence, that he mult per- 
form at that inſtant ;—ſo ſaying he took his leave, pro- 
miſing to come back time enough for tea; leaving my 
miſtreſs and me in great eonfuſion — Now that I enjoyed 
an opportunity of diſcloſing the pantings of my ſoul, I. 
had not power to ule it.— 1 ſtudied many pathetic de- 
clarations, but when I attempted to give them utterance, 
my tongue denied its office: and the ſat fileat, with a» 
"downcait look full of anxious alarm, her boſom heaving: 
with expectation of ſome great event. Leadeavoured to 
put an end to this ſolemn pauſe, aud began with It is 
every ſurpriſing, madam.” Here the lound dying a:: 
way, I made a ttop—wiile Narciſſa ſtarting, bluſhed, and. 
5 1] | 10 — with. | ; 
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with a timid accent, anſwered, * Sir YP Confounded at 
this note of interrogation, I pronounced with the moſt 
fneepiſu baſufulneſs, Madam!“ To which ſhe replied, 
„beg pardon —T thought you had ſpoke to me.“ A- 
nother pauſe enſued—T made another effort, and tho” 
my voice faultered very much at the beginning, made 
» tſhiftto expreſs myſelf in this manner: I ſay, Madam, 
atis very ſurpriſing that love ſhould act fo inconſiſtent 1 
« with itſelf, as to deprive its votaries of the uſe of their " 
& faculties, when they have mot need of them. Since 
the happy occaſion of being alone wi you preſented” 
& itſelf, I have made many unſueceſsful attempts to de- 
| *% clare'a paſſion for the lovelieſt of her ſex—a paſſion 
„ which took poſſeſſion of my foul” while my cruel fate 
ff © compell'd me to wear 2 ſervile diſguiſe ſo nſuitable 
| *©® to my birth, ſentiments, and let me add, my deſerts ;- 
« yet favourable in one reſpect, as it furniſhed me with 
« oppottunities of ſeeing and adoring your perfections. 
« Yes, Madam, it was then your dear idea entered my 
«© boſom, where it has lived unimpaired in the midſt of 
„ numberleſs cares, and animated me againſt athoufand* 
4% calamities! — While I ſpoke, the concealed her face *J 
- with her fan, and when I ceafed ſpeaking, recovering” 
herſelf from the moſt beautifut confuſton, told me, ſhe: 
was very much obliged by my favourable opinion of herz. 
and that the was ſorry to hear that I had been unfor- 
tunate.— Encouraged at this gentle reply, I proceeded,, * 
owned mytelt ſufficiently recompenſed by her kind com - 
paſſion for what I had undergone, and declared that the 
future happineſs of my life depended folely npoff her. 
Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I ſhould be very ungratefal; if after the 
b fignal pratection you once afforded me, I ſhould refuſe: 
A to contfibute towards your happiieſs in any reaſonable 
„ condeſcenſion. “ Franſported at this acknowledg- 
ment, I threw'myſelf at her feet, and begged ſhe would 
regard me with a favourable eye: Alarmed at my beha- 
viour, ine intreated me to riie leſt her brother ſhoald ſee 
me in that poſture, and co ſpare her for the preſent upon 
| aſubje@ for which ſhe was unprepared.— In conſequeuce 
| of this remonſtrance, I roſe, aſſuring her 1 would rather 
| die than ditobey her; but in the mean time begged her -4 
to coniider how precious the minutes of this opportunity® - J 
were 
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were, and that reftraint I put upon my inclination, u- 
facrificing them to her deſire. She ſmiled with unſpeak- 
able ſweetneſs, and ſaid, there would be no want of op- 
portunities, provided I ſhoutd maintain the good opini- 
on her brother had of me, enchanted by her charms, I ſei- 
zed her hand, which I well nigh devoured with kiſfes. —- 
But ſhe checked my boldneſs with a ſeverity of counte- 
nance ; and deſired I would not ſo far forget myſelf to her, 

as to endanger the eſteem ſhe had for me z—ſhe reminded” 
me of our being almoſt rangers to each other, and of the 
neceſlity there was, for her knowing me better, before ſhe. 
could take any reſolution in-my-favour ; and, in ſhort, 
mingled ſo much good fenſe and complacency in her re- 
proof, that I became-as much enamoured of her under- 
Randing, as I had been before of her beauty, and aſked 
pardon for my preſumption with the utmoſt reverence. of 
conviction. —Se: forgave my offence with her uſual affa - 
bility; and ſealed my pardon with a look ſo full of bewitch- 
mag tenderneſs, that for ſome minutes, my ſenſes were lott 
in extacy ! 1 afterwards endeavoured to regulate my be- 
haviour according to her deſire, and turn the converſation. 
upon a more indifferent ſubjedt; but her preſence was an 
unſurmountable obſtacleto my deſign : While I beheld ſo 
much excellence, Hound it impoſſible to call my attention 
from the contemplation of it! I gazed with unutterable 
fondneſs l I grew-mad with admiration !—* My condi- 
« tion is unſupportable ! (cried I) I am diſtracted with 
& paſſion? why are you ſo exquilitely fair? Why are 
* you ſo enchantingly good? Why has nature dignified 
« you with charms ſo much above the Randard of wo- 
6 men; and, wretch that I am, how dares my unworthi- 
< nels aſpire to the enjoyment of ſuch perfeQion 2?” 

She was ſtartled at my ravings, reaſoned down my 
tranſport, and by her irreſiſtible eloquence, ſoothed my 
ſoul into a ſtate of tranquil felicity ; but leſt, I might ſuffer 
a relapſe, induſtriouſly promoted other ſubjects to enter - 
tain my imagination — he chid me for having omitted to 
inquire about her aunt, who (ſhe aſſured me] in the midſt 
of all her abſence of temper, and detachment from com- 
mon affairs, often talked of me with uncommon warmth, 
L protefled my veneration for the good lady, excuſed my 
omiſſion, by imputing it to the violence of my N 
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which engroſſed my whole ſoul; and defired to know the 


fituation of her health. Upon which, the amiable- 
Nareiſſa repeated what F had heard before, of her mar- 


riage, with all the tenderneſs of her reputation that the 


ſubject would admit of; told me ſhe lived with her huſ- 
band, hard by, and was ſo-muc afflicted with the dropſy, 
and waſted by a conſumption, that the had/ſmall hopes of 
her recovery. Having expreſſed my ſorrow for her diſs. 


temper, I queſtioned her about my good friend Mrs. 


Sagely, who I learned (to my great ſatis faction) was ſtill 
in good health, and who by the encomiums ſhe had be- 


ſtowed upon me after I was gone, confirmed the favoura - 


ble impreſſions my behaviour at parting had made on 


Nareiſſa's he art. — The circumſtance introduced an in- 


quiry into the conduct of Sir Timothy Thicker, who (ſhe 
informed me) had found means to incenſe her brother ſo 
much againſt me, that the found ic impoſiivle to uadeceive 
him: but on the contrary, ſuff-red very much in her 
own character. by his ſcandalous infinuations.——That 
the whole pariſh was alarmed, and actually in purſuit of 
me; ſo that ſhe had been in the utmoſt. confternation up · 
on my account, well knowing how tittle my own innocence 
and her teſtimony would have weighed with the ignorance, 
prejudice, and brutality of thoſe who muſt have judged 
me, had I been apprehended — That Sir Timothy having. 
been ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy, from which with- 
great diffiucity he was recovered, began to be apprehen- 
five ot death, and to prepare himſelſ accordingly for that 
great event; as a. ſtep of which he ſent for his brother, 
owned with great contrition the brutal deſign he had 
upon her, and of conſequence acquitted me of the aſfault, 
yobbery and.correſpondence wich her, which he had laid- 
to my. charge, after which confeſſion he lived about a 


month in a languiſhing condition, and was carried off by 
a ſecond aſſault. et 7 d.s' 4D | - 


Every word that this dear creature ſpoke, rivetted the 
chains with which ſhe held me enſlaved 1+ My miſchie- 
vous fancy began to work, and the tempeſt of my paſſion 
to wake again; when the return of Freeman deſtroyed. 
the tempting opportunity, and enabled me to quell the 
riſing tumult. A little while after, the Squire ſtaggered 


into the room, rubbing his eyes, and called for his tea, 


which. 
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Which he drank cut of a ſmall bowl, qualified with bran» 
dy; vhile we trokitin the uſual way. Narcifla left us 
in order tc viſit her aunt, and when Freeman and | pro- 
poſed to take our leave, the fox- hunter inſiſted on our 
ſpending the evening at his houſe with ſuch obltinacy of 
affection, that we were obliged to comply. For my own 
port, I ſhould have been glad of the invitation, by which, 
in all likelihood, I ſhould be bleſt with more of his ſiſter's 
compe ny. had I not been afraid ot riſking her eſteem, by 
entering into a debauch of drinking wich him, which, 
from the knowledge of his character, I foreſaw, would 
happen; but there was no remedy. I was forced to 
rely upon the ſtrength of my conſtitution, which I hop- 
ed would reſiſt intoxication longer than the Squire's; 
and to truſt to the good-nature and diſcretion of my 
milireſs for the reſt. | 
Our entertainer reſolving to begin betimes, ordered 
the table to be furniſhed with liquor and glaſſes imme · 
diately after tea, but we abſolutely retuſed to ſet in for 
drinking fo ſoon 5 and prevailed: upon him to paſs away 
an hour or two at whilt, in which we engaged as ſoon 
as Nareiſſa returned. — The ſavage and I happened to be 
Partners at firſt, and as my thoughts were wholly em- 
ployed in a more intereſting game, I played fo ill that 
he loſt all patience, ſwore bitterly, and threatned to call 
fer wine it they would not grant him another aſſociate. 
This deſire was gratified, aud Narcifſa and I were of a 
ſide; he won for the ſame reaſon that made him loſe 
before; I was ſatisfied, my lovely partner did not repine, 
and the time flipped away very agreeably, until we were 
told that ſupper was ſerved in another room. 
Tue ſquire was enraged to fiad the eveuing ſo unpro- 
. fitably ſpent, and wreaked his vengeance on the cards, 
which he tore and committed to the flames with many 
execrations; threatening to make us redeem our loſs wich. 
a large glaſs and quick circulation; and indeed we had 
no ſooner ſupped, and my charmer withdrawn, than he 
began to put his threats in execution, Three bottles of 
port (tor ne drank no other tort of wine) were placed be- 
tore us, with as many vater glaſſes, wuich were immedi- 
ately filled to the brim, after his example, by each out 
ol his reipective allowance, aud cmptied iu a Lice, th 
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be/t in Chriſtendum. Though I ſwallowed this, and the 
next as faſt as the glaſs could be replenithed, without hee 
| fitation' er ſhew of reluctance, I*perceived that my brain 
would not be able to bear many bumpers of this ſort ; and 
dreading the perſeverence of a champion who began with 
ſuth vigour, I determined to make up for the deficiency 
of my ſtrength by a ſtratagem. which I aQually put in 
practice when the ſecond courſe of hottles were called fore 
The wine being Rrong and heady, I was already a good 
deal diſcompoſed by the deſpatch we had made, Freeman's 
eyes began to reel, and Bruin himfelf was elevated into 
a ſong, which '«e uttered with great vociferation. When 
I therefore ſaw the ſecond round brought in, I aſſumed 
a gay air, entertained him with a French catch on the 
ſubje& of drinking, which, though he did not underſtand 
it, delighted him highly, and telliag him that our choice 
ſpirits at Paris never troubled themſelves with glaſſes, 
aſked if he had not a bowl or cup in the houſe that would 
contain a whole quart of wine. « Odds'niggers | (cried 
he) I have a ſilver cauldle cup that holds juſt the quan- 
& tity, for all the. world —fetch it hither, Namps.”? 
The veſſel being produced, I bide him decaat his bottle 
into it, Which he having done, I nodded in'a very de- 
liberate manner, and ſaid, 4 Pledge you.“ He ſtared at 
me for ſome time, and crying, © What! all at one pull, 
& meaſter Randan !”—l antwered, © At one pull, Sir, 
„% you are no milk- ſop— we ſhall do you juſtice.“ —— 
& Shall you;“ (ſaid he thaking me by the hand) odd 
„ then, 1'j1 fee it out, an't were a mile to the bottom. 
« Here's to our better acquaiutance, meaſter Rindin.”* 
So ſaying, he applied it to his lips, and emptied it in a 
breath. I knew the effect of it would be almoſt inſtan- 
taueous; therefore taking the cup, began to diſcharge 
my battle into it, telling him he was now qualified to 
. drink wich the Cham of Fartary. I had no ſooner pro- 
nounced theſe words, than he took umbrage at them, and 
after ſeveral attempts to ſpit, made ſhift to ſtutter out, 
« Af—t for your Chains of 1 ——-Tartary'! I am af 
« f—free.-bora Engliſhman, worth th—three'thouſand 


La year, and v—vyaloe no man, damme !” Then drop» 


ping his jaw, and fixing his eyes, he hickup'd aloud, and: 
tell upon the floor as mute as a-flounder.* Mr. Free- 
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man, heartily glad at his defeat, aſſiſted me in carrying 
him to bed, where we left him to the care of his ſervants, 
and went home to our reſpective habitations, congratu- 
lating one another on our good fortune. | 


\ 
C H A P. EVIL 


| Miſs Williams informs me of Narciſja's approbation of my 
| „ — flame——1 appeaſe the Squire——- write to my miſtreſt, 
_ BY am bleſſed with an anſwer ——beg leave of her brother ta 
dance with her at a ball; obtain his canſent and hers — 
enjoy a private converſation-with her — am perplexed” 
with reflection have the honour of appearing her part - 
ner at a ball-—— we are complimented by a certain noble» 
_ _ Man——by diſcovers ſome ſymptoms of a paſſion for Nare- 
cia am flung with jealouſy Warciſſa alarmed, 
retires —— I obſerve Melinda in the. company—the Squire 
* ii captivated ly ber beauty. 5 8 


1 
: 
| 
5 
| 


Was met next morning, at the uſual. place, by Miſs- 
1 Williams,. who gave me joy of the progreſs L had 
made in the affetion of her miſtreſs, and bleſſed me with 
an account of that dear creature's converſation with her- 
— ſhe retired the night before, from our company. 
Ecould ſcarce believe her information, when ſhe reeount- 
ed her exprefiions in my favour, ſo much more warm and 
paſſionate were they than my moſt ſanguine hopes had: 
preſaged ; and was particularly pleaſed to hear that ſhe 
approved of my. behaviour to her brother, after ſhe with - 
drew. Tranſported ac“ the news of-my happineſs, I pre- 
ſented my ring to the meſſenger, as a teſlimony of my 
gratitude and ſatisfaction; but the was above ſuch met ce - 
nacy conſiderations, and refuſed my compliment with 
ſome reſentment, ſaying, ſhe was not a little mortified 
to ſee my. opinion of her ſo low and contemptible. I 
did myſelf a piece of jullice by. explaining my behaviour 
on this head, and to convince her of my eſteem, promi - 
fed to be ruled by her diredipas in the profecutioa of the 
whole affair, which I had ſo much at heart, that the re- 
+ - Noſe of my life depended upon the conſequence.  __ 
A | fervently withed for agochec interview, where — 
. 3 My 7 


—— 
* 


/ e e . e 1 ⁵ A ⁵˙w ) ] e ̃ . e PIO” OSNews Du —— — 
— — — — : —_ —— - — - 
— - * 
” "- . 4 
. 


-— 
—— — — f—2—— ͤ ͤ —»— —⸗æĩc ei EET 
. N % 1 * A , 7 . 
a 


RODERICK RANDOM rs 


mig ht pour out the effuſions of my love, without danger 
of being interrupted, and perhaps reap ſome endearing 
return from the queen of my defires ; I implored her ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance in promoting this event: — but ſhe 
gave me to underſtand, that Nareiſſa would make no pre- 
<ipitate-compliances of this kind, and that I would do 
well to cultivate her brother's acquaintance in the courſe 
-of which, I ſhould not want opportunities of removing 
that reſerve, which my miſtreſs thought herſelf obliged 
to maintain during the infancy of our correſpondence, 
In the mean time the promiſed to tell her lady that I had 
endea voured by preſents and perſuaſions, to prevail upon 
her, (Miſs Williams) to deliver a letter from me, which 
ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf with, until ſhe ſhould 
know Narcifſa's ſentiments of the matter; and ſaid, by 
theſe means the did not doubt of being able to open 2 
literary communication between us; which could not 
fail of introducing more intimate connections. 

I approved of her counſel, and our appointment being 
rene wed for next day, left her with an intent of falling 
upon ſome method of being reconciled to the Squire, 
who, I ſuppoſed, would be offended with the trick I had 
Put upon him. With this view, I conſulted Freeman; 
who, frem his knowledge of the fox. hunter*s diſpolitiony 
aſſured me there was no other method of pacityiag him, 
than that of ſacrificing ourſelves for one night, to an e- 
qual match with him. in drinking; This expedient I found 
myſelt neceſſitated to comply with, for the intereſt of my 


paſſion, and therefore determined to commit the debauch 


at my own lodgings, that I might run no riſk of being 
diſcovered by Narcifla, in a ſtate of brutal degeneracy. 
Mr. Freeman, who was to be of the party, went, at 
my deſire, to the Squire, in order to engage him, while 
I. rook care to furniſh myſelf for his reception. My in- 
vitation was accepted, my gueſts honoured me with their 
company in the evening, when Bruin gave me to un- 
deritand that he had drank many tuns of wine in his life, 
but was never ſerved ſuch a trick as I had played upon 
him the night before. I promiled to atone for my treſ- 
Paſs, and having ordered to every man his bottle, began 
the conteſt with a bumper to the health of Narciſſa. The 


tdoalts circulated with great devotion, che liquor began to 


e, 
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operate, our mirth grew noiſy, and as Freeman and I 
A had the advantage ot drinking ſmall French claret, the 
1 | Javage was <ficQually tamed before our ſenſes were in 
| the leaſt affected, and carried home in an apoplexy of 
{ drunkenneſs. by 644% 
II was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a viſit 
| from my kind and punctual confidante, u ho telling me, 
| ſhe' was permitted to receive my letters for her milireſs; 
1 took up the pen immediately, and following the ficlt 
dictates of my paſſion, wrote as follows: ISR 


| „ Dear Madam | 
| 6 EK. it poſſible for the powers of utterance to 
| RM reveal the ſoft emotions of my foul ; the fond 
q: % anxiety, the plowing hopes, the chilling fears, that 
| | & rule my biealt by turns; 1 ſhould need no other wit- 
| „% Heis than this paper, to evince the purity and/ardour 
« of that flame your charms have kindled in my heart. 
4% But alas! expreſlion wrongs my love! 1 am inſpired 
« _ ** with conceptions that no language can convey l Vour 
« beauty fills me with wonder ! your underſtanding with 
6. ravilument, and your goodneis with adoration! I am 
Re» traniported, with defire, diſtracted wich doubts, and 
$ tortured with impatience ! Sufter me then, lovely ar- 
« bitreis of my tate, to approaen you in perion, to 
i 66, breathe in ſoit mui murs my paſſion to your ear, to of- 
| 6 1cr the lacrifice ot a heart overflowing with the moſt 
genuine and difüntereited love; to gaze with extaly on 
« the divine object of my withes, to hear the mulick of 
« her cuchalting (ongue ! and io rejoice in ner imiles of 
1 « apptobation, Which will batith tne moit intolerable 
Þ % luipence from the boiom ot ; fa 


mY 


| a Tour enraptured 


| 96 Rin Rang? 
"iy Having finiſhed this effuſion, I committed it to the 
care of my faithful frier d, with an injunction to ſecond 
my entreaty with all her eloquence and influence; and in 
the mean time went to drets, with an ifitention'of viſit- 
ing Mrs. Snapper and Miſs, whom I had utterly _— | 
9 ä = 


wo 
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ed and indeed almoſt forgot, ſince my dear Narciſſa 


had reſumed the empire of my ſoul. The old gen- 


tlewoman recAived me very kindly, and Miſs affected 
frankneis and gaiety, which, however, I could eaſi - 
ly perceive were forced and diſſembled; among other 
things, .ſhe pretended to joke me upon my paſſion 
for Narciſſa, which ſhe averred was no ſecret, and 
alked if I intended to dance with her at the next aſ- 
ſembly. I was a gapd deal concerned to find mylelf 


become the town talk on this ſubject, leſt the Squire, 


t- 


having notice of my inclinations, ſhould diſapprove 


of chem, and by breaking off all correſpondence with 
me, deprive me of the opportunities I now enjoyed. 


But I reſolved to uſe the intereſt I had with hin 


while it laſted 3 and that very night meeting him occa- 
ſionally, aſked his permiſſion to ſolicit her company at 
the ball, which he very readily granted, to my inexpreſ- 
ſible ſatisfa&tion. W "664 

+ Having been kept awake the greateſt part of the 


night, by a thouſahd delightful revecies that took 


poſſe ſſion of my fancy, I got up betimes, and flying to 
the place of rendezvous, had in a little time the pleaſure: 
of ſeeing Miſs Williams approach with a ſmile on her 
countenance, which 1 eaterpreted into a good omen. 
Neither was I miſtaken in my preſage : She preſented 
me with a letter from the idol of my ſoul, which, afs 
ter having kiſſed it devoutly, I opened with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs, and was bleſſed with her approbation in theſe. 


6 terms. x74 *} | 
« O ſay I look upon you with indifference, would 
66 be a piece of diſſimulation, which I think 


«no decorum. requires, and no cuſtom can juſtify, 
« As my heart never felt an impreſſion that my 
„tongue was alhamed to declare, 1 will not ſcruple 


„o own myſelf pleaſed with your palliqn, confident. 


« of your integrity, and ſo well convinced. of my. own 


«© diſeretion, chat I would. not heſitate in granting 
« you the interview you deſire, were I not over; awed 


„% by the prying curiolity of a malicious world, the 


* 


-« cenſure _ 


[| 


been complaiſant in that particular. 
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cenſure of which might be fatally prejudicial to the 
reputation of | 


« 2207 | 
* NARCISS A. 


No anchorite in the extaſy of devotion ever adored a 
Felique with more fervour than that with which I kiſſed 
this inimitable proof of my charmer's candour, genero- 
fity and affection I I read it over an hundred times; was 
raviſhed with her confeſſion in the beginning; but the 
ſubſeription of Tt Warciſa, yielded me ſuch delight as 
T bad never ſeit before ! My happineſs was till encreaſed 
by Miſs Williams, who bleſſed me with a repetition of 
her lady's tender expreſſions in my favour, when ſhe re» 
ceived and read my letter. In ſhort, I had all the reaſon 
in the world to believe that this gentle creature's boſom 
was poſſeſſed by a paſſion for me, as warm, though per- 
baps not ſo impetuous, as mine for her. | 

I informed my friend of the Squire's-:conſent to my 
dancing with Nareiſſa at the ball, deſired her to tell 
Her miltrefs, that I would domyſetf the honour of viſiting 
her in the afternoon, in conſequence of his permiſſion, 
when I hoped to find her as indulgent as her brother had 

Miis Williams ex- 
preſſed a great deal of joy, at hearing I was ſo much in 
favour with the-fox-hunter, and ventured to afſure me, 
that my viſit would be very agreeable to my miſtreſs, the 
rather becauſe Bruin was engaged to dine abroad, This 
was a circuſiſtance, which I tcarce need ſay, pleaſed me. 


I u ent imme iately to the long-room, where 1 found 


him, and affecting to know nothing of bis engagement, 
told him, I would do myſelf the pleaſure to wait upon 
him in che atternoon, and to preſent his ſiſter with a 
tickettor the ball. He thook me by the hand, according 
to cuſtom, and giving me to underſtand that he was to 
dine abroad, deſired me to go and drink tea with Nar- 
ciſſa notwithſtanding, and promiſed to prepare her for 
my viſit in the mean time. | EY „ 
Every thing ſucceeded thus to my wilh, I waited with 


incredible impatience tor the time, which no ſooner arrive 
1 f e end, 
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ed, then J haſtened to the ſcene, which my fancy had 
pre · occupied long before. I was introduced according - 
Ip, to the dear enchantreſs, whom I found accompani - 
ed by Miſs Williams, who, on pretence of ordering tea, 
retired at my approach. This favourable accident, 
which alarmed my whole ſoul, diſordered her alſo. I 
found myſelf aQuated by an irreſiſtible impulſe, I ad- 
vanced to her with eagerneſs and awe; and profiting by 
the confuſion that prevailed over her, claſped her in my 
arms, and imprinted a glowing kiſs upon her lips, more 
ſoft and fragrant than the dewy roſe-bud juſt burſting 
from the ftem | Her face was in an iuſtant covered with 
bluſhes, her eyes ſparkled with reſeatmeut ; I threw my- 
ſelf at her feet, and implored her pardon. Her love be- 
came advocate in my cauſe ; her look ſoftened into for- 


giveneſs, the raiſed me up, and chid me with ſo much 


ſweetneſs of diſpleaſure, that I thould have been tempted 
to repeat the ofence, had not the coming of a ſervant 
with the tea-board, prevented my preſumption. Wnile 
we were ſubject to be interrupted or overheard, we con- 


| verſed about the approaching ball, at which the promiſed 


to grace me as a partner; but when the equipage was 
removed, and we were left alone, I reſumed che more in- 
tereſting theme, and expreſſed myſelf with ſuch tranſport 
and agicatioi, that my miſtreſs, fearing I would commit 


ſome extravagance, rung the bell for her maid, whom ſhe 


detained in the room, as a check upon my vivacity ;z—L 
was not ſorry for this precaution, becauſe I could un- 
boſom myſelf without reſerve, before Miſs Williams, who 
was the confidante of us both. I therefore gave a looſe 
to the inſpirations of my paſſion, whish opeFared ſo ſuc- 
ceſstully upon the tender affections of Narcifſa, that ſhe 
laid aſide the conkraint the had hitherto wore, and bleſſed 
me with the moiſt melting declaration of ber mutual 
flame !—lt was impoſſible to forbear taking the advan» 
tage of this endearing condeſcenſion. She now geatly 
yielded to my embraces, while I incircling all that L held 
dear within my arms, taſted in advance, the joys of that 
paradiſe I hoped in a little time wholly to pdflels l We 
ipent the afternoon in all the extaſy of hope that the molt 
tervent love exchanged by mutual vows could iafpire ; 
and Miſs Williams was ſo much affected with our caatte 
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careſſes, which recalled the ſad remembrance of what ſhe. 
was, that her eyes were filled with tears. : 
The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced my- 
ſelf from the dear object of my flame, who indulged me 
in a tender embrace at parting; and repairing to my lod- 
pings, commnnicated to my friend Strap every circum» 
ſtance of my happineſs, which filled him with ſo muck 
Pleaſvre, that it ran over at his eyes; and he prayed hear- 
tily, that no envious-devil might, as formerly, daſh the 
cup of blefling from my lip. When | refle&ed on what 
had happened, and eſpecially onthe unreſcrved proteſta- 
tions of Narciſſa's love, I could not help being amazed 
at her omitting to enquire into the particular circume 
ſtances of life and fortune of one whom ſhe had favoured 
withcher 2ffeQion, and I began to be a little anxious a- 


bout the ſituation of her finances; well knowing that 1 


ſnould do an irreparable injury tothe perſon my ſoul held 


moſt dear, if I ſhould efpouſe her, without being able to 


ſupport her in the rank which was certainly her due. I 
had heard indeed, while I had ſerved her aunt, that her 
father bad left her a conſiderable ſum; and that every 
body believed ſhe would inherit the greateſt part of her 
kinſwoman's dowry, but I did not know how far ſhe 
might be reſtricted-by the old gentleman's will, in the 
enjoyment of what ſhe had left her; 1 was too well in- 
formed of the virtuoſo's late conduct, to think my miſtreſs 
could have any expeQations from that-quarter. I con- 
fided, however, in the good ſenſe and policy of my char- 
mer, who, 1 was ſure, would not conſent to unite. her 
tate with mine, before ſhe had tully conſidered and.pro» 
vided for the conſequence. | 
| The ball night being arrived, I drefſed myſelt in a ſuit 
I hadreferved for ſome grand occalion; and having drank 
tea with Narciſſa and her brother, conducted my angel 
to the ſcene, where ſhe in a moment eclipſed all her 
temale competitors for beauty, andattraQed the admira- 
tion of the whole afſembly. My heart dilated with pride 
on this cecaſion, and my triumph rejected all bounds, 
when, after ve had danced together a certain nobleman, 
re mar kable tor his figure and wfluence in the beau monde, 


Came up, and in the hearing at all preſent, honoured us | 


uith a very particular compliment, upon our accompliſh- 
EE | : ments 
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ments and appearance; but this tranfport was ſoon che- 
ed, when I perceived his lordſhip attach himſelf with 
great aſſiduity to my miſtreſs; and ſay ſome warm things, 
which, I thought, ſavoured too much of paſſion, It was 
then I began to feel the pangs of jealouſy -l dreaded the 
power and addreſs of my rival—lL ſickened at his talk; 
when ſhe opened her lips to anſwer, my heart died with» 
in me. When lhe ſmiled, I felt the pains of the damned! 
—I was enraged at his preſumption ; [ curſed her com- 
plaiſance! at length he quitted her, and went to the other 
fide of the room. Narciſſa ſuſpecting nothing of the 
rage that inflamed me, put ſome quetti»ns to me, as 
ſoon as he was gone, to which I made no reply, but aſ- 
ſumed a grim look, which too well denoted the agitation 
of my brealt, and ſurpriſed her not a little. She no 
ſooner obſerved my emotion, than ſhe changed colour, 
and aſked what ailed me? before I could make anſwer, 
her brother pulling me by the ſleeve, bade me take no - 
tice of a lady who fat fronting us, whom Limmediately, 
to my valt aſtoniſhment, diſtinguithed to be Melinda, 
accompanied by her mother, and an elderly gentleman, 
whom 1 did not know. ——* Wounds! Mr, Randan,” 
{cri:d the dquite) “is the not a delicate piece of Ruff ? 
« —*Sdeath ! I have a good mind—it I thought ſhe was 
« a ſingle perſon.” Notwithſtanding the perplexity I 
was in, I had reflection enough to foreſee my paſſion 
mig ht ſuffer greatly by the preſence of this lady, who 
in all probability would revenge herſelf for my having 
formerly difgraced her, by ſpreading reports to my pre- 
judice. I was therefore alarmed at theſe ſymptoms of 
the Squire's admiration; aud for ſome time knew not 


what reply to make, when he aſked my opinion of her 


beauty: At length, I came to a determination, and told 
him that her name was Melinda, that ſhe had a fortune 


of ten thouſand pounds, and was ſaid to be under pro- 


Miſe of merriage to a certain lord, who deferred his nup - 
tials a few months until be ſhould be ot age: I thought 
this piece of intelligence, which I had myſelt invented, 
would have hindered him effeQually from entertaining 
any further thoughts ot her; but I was egregiouſly miſtas 
ken. The fox- hunter had too much telt-tuficiency to 
deſpair of ſucceſs againſt any competitor on earth. He 
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therefore made light of her engagement, ſaying, with a 
ſmile of ſelf- approbation, © Mayhap ſhe will change her 
„% mind— what ſignifies his being a lord? —Itbink my - 
« ſelf as good a man as e'er a lord in Chriſtendom; 
« and I'll fee if a commoner worth three thouſand a year 
« won't ſerve her turn.” This determination ſtartled me 
not a little; I knew he would ſoon difcover the contrary 
of what 1 advanced, and as I believed he would find her 
ear open to his addreſſes, did not doubt of meeting with 
every obſtacle in my amour, that her malicecouldinvent, 
and her influence execute. This reflection increaſed my 
chagrin. My vexation was evident. Narciſſa inſiſted on 
going heme immediately; and as I led her to the door, 
her noble admirer, with a look full of languiſhment, 
directed to her a profound bow, which ſtung me to the 
ſoul. Before the went into the chair, the aſked, with an 
appearance of concern, what was the matter with me? 
and I could pronounce no more than, By heaven? 
« Pm diſtracted.““ 
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Tortured with jealouſy, I go home and abuſe Strap | 


receive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in conſequence of . 
avhich I haſten to her. apartment, where her endearing 
aſſurances vaniſh all my doubts and apprehen/ions 
in my retreat I diſcover ſomebody in the dark, whone 
ſuſpecting to be a ſpy, I reſolve to kill; but, to my 
great ſurpriſe, am convinced of his being m other than 
| Strap Melinda flanders me I become ac- 
guainted with Lord Puiverwit, who endeavours to ſound. 
. me with regard to Narcifa ———— the Squire is 
introduced to his Lordſhip, and grow cold toauardi me 
I learn from my confidante, that this nobleman. 
profeſſed honourable love to my miſtreſs, who continues 
' faithſul to me, notwithſtanding the ſcandalous reports ſhe 
bas heard to my prejudice am mortified with an 
aſſurance that her whole fortune depends upon the pleaſure 
of her brother — Mr. Freeman condoles me on the 
decline of my churacter, which 1 vindicate ſo much to bis 
1 that he undertakes to combat fame in my 


AVING uttered this exclamation, at which ſhe 

11 ſighed, I went home in the condition of a fran- 
tic Bedlamite ; and finding the fire in my apartment al- 
moſt extinguithed, vented my fury upon poor Strap, 
Whoſe ear | pinched with ſuch violence, that he roared 
hideouſly with pain, and when I quitted my hold looked. 
ſo fooliſhly aghaſt, that no unconcerned ſpe&ator could 
have ſeen him, without being ſeized with an immoderate 
fit of laughter. It is true, I was ſoon ſenſible of the in- 
Jury 1 had done, and aſked pardon for the outrage L 
had committed; upon which my faithful valet, ſhaking 


| his head, ſaid, 1 forgive you, and may God forgive you. 


But he could not help ſhedding ſome tears at my un- 
kindneſs, I felt unſpeakable remorſe for what I had 
done, curſed my own ingratitude, and conſidered his 
tears as a reproach that my ſoul, in her prelent diſtur + 
bance, could not bear. It ſet all my paſſions into' a 
ferment, I ſwore horrible oaths without meaning or ap- 
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plication, I foamed: at the mouth, kicked the chairs a- 
hout the room, and played abundance of mid pranks 
that frightened: my friend almoſt out of his ſenſes. At 
length my tranſport ſabſided, I became melancholy, and 
wept inſenſibly. . | ! 
During this ſtate of dejection, I was ſurprized with | 
the appearance of Miſs Williams, whom Strap; blubber- 
ing all the while, had conducted into the chamber, 
without giving m2 previous notice ot her approach. — 
She was extremely affected with my condition, which 
ſhe had learned from him, begged me to moderate my 
p:flion, ſuſpend my conjeQures, and follow her to Nar- 
cifla, who deſired to fee me forthwith, That dear name 
operated upon me like a charm! I tartedup, and without 
opening my lips, was conducted into her apartment 
through the garden, which we entered by a private door. 
—I found the adorable creature in tears l I was melted 
at the fight—— we eontinued filent for ſome time —my 
heart was too full to ſpeak—ber ſnowy boſom heaved 
with fond reſentment ; at lati ſhe ſobbing cried, 4 What 
% have [I done to diſoblige you P?———dMy heart was 
pierced with the tender queition! I drew near with the 
utmoſi reverence ! I fell upon my knees before her, and 
kiſſing her hand, exclaimed, O! thou art all good- 
„% neſs and perfection! 1 am undone by my want of 
% merit! I am unworthy to poſſeſs thy charms, which 
6 heaven hath celtined tor the arms of ſome more fa - 
« youred being.” —dShe gueſſed the caule of my diſquiet, 
upbraided me gently for my ſulpicion, and gave me ſuch 
flattering aſſarances ot her eternal fidelity, that all my 
doubts and tears torſook me, and peace and ſatisfaction 
reigned within my breaſt. he | 
At midnight 1 lett the fair nymph to ber repoſe, and 
being let out by Miſs Williams, at the garden gate by 
whien I entered, began to explore my way home ward in 
the dark, when I heard at my back a noiie like that of 
a a baboon when he mows and chatters. I turacd ialtante 
ly, and perceiving. ſomething black, concluded L was 
vitcoveresd by tome ſpy, employed to watch tor that pur - 
pole: Arouled at this wy cure, by which the reputa- 
tion of the virtuous Narciſſa appeared in jeopardy, l drew- 
my tword, and would have ſacrific ed him io her 1 
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had not the voice of Strap reſtrained my arm : It was 
with great difficulty he could pronounce © D =d—d—: 
«do! mum—um—un—aurder me if you pleaſe.” 
Such an effect had the col upon his jaws, that his teeth 
rattled like a pair of caſtanets. Pleaſed to be thus un- 
deceived, I laughed at his conſternation, and aſked what 
brought him thither ! Upon which he gave me to under- 
ſtand, that his concern for me bad induced him to fol- 
low me to that place, where the ſame reaſon had detain» 


ed him till now; and he frankly owned, that in ſpite of 


the eſteem he had for Miſs Williams, he began to be 
very uneaſy about me, conſidering the diſpoſit ion in which 
F went abroad; and if I had (taid much longer, would 
have certainly alarmed the neighbourhood in my bebalt. 
The knowledge of this his intention confounded me ! I 
repreſented to him the miſchievous conſequences that 
would have attended ſuch a raſh action, and cautioaing 


| him ſeverely againſt any ſuch deſign for the fucuce, con- 


cluded my admonition with an aſſurance, that in caſe he 
ſhould ever act ſo madly, I would, without heſitation, 
put him to death. Have a little patience, (eried he, 
© in a lamentable tone) your diſpleaſure will do the bu- 
% fineſs, without your committing. murder,” I was 
touched with this reproach ; and as ſoon as we got home. 
made it my bulineſs to appeaſe him, by explatuing tne 
cauſe of that tranſport duting whica I had uſed him fo 
unworthily., - ; T7 

Next day when I-went into the long room, I obſerved. - 
ſeveral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden ; and did oor 
doubt that Melinda had been buſy with my character; 
but I conſoled myſelt with the love of Narciila, upon 
which I reſted with the moi perfect confi lence, and 
going up to the rowly-powly table, won a few pieces 
troi my ſuſpected rival, who wich an eaſy politeneſs, 
entered iuto a converſation with me, and deſiring my coin - 


pany at the coffee · houle, treated me with tea and cho - 


colate, 1 remembered Strut well, and guarded again 
his inſinuating behaviour; nor was my iuipicion Wrong, 

placed; he artfully turned the diſcourſe upon Narciſſa, 
and endeavoured, by hinting at an intrigue he pretend- 
ed to be engaged in elſe where, to learn what connexion. 
there was between her and me. Bat all his fiaeiſe was 
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ineffectual; I was convinced of his dilinutation, and 
gave ſuch general anſwers to his inquiries, that he was 
forced to drop the ſubject, and talk of ſomething elſe. 

While we converſed in this manner, the ſavage came 
In, with another gentleman, who introduced him to his 
lordſhip ; and he was received with ſuch peculiar marks 
of diſtinction, that 1 was perſuaded the conrtier intend» 
ed to uſe him in ſome ſhape or another ; and from thence 
I drew an unlucky omen. But | had more cauſe to be 
difmayed the following day, when 1 ſaw the Squire in 
company with Melinda and her mother, who honoured 
me with ſeveral diſdainful glances; and when IJ after- 
wards threw myſelf in «is way, inſtead of the cordial 
fthake of the hand, he returned my ſalute with a cold re- 
petition of“ Servant, fervant ;*” which he pronounced 
with fuch indifference, or rather contempt, that if he 
had not been Narcifla's brother, I ſhould have affronted 
kim in public, : 

Theſe occurrences diſturbed me not a little, I fore - 
ſaw the brooding ſtorm and armed myſelf with reſolu- 
tion for the occaſion ; but Narciſfa being at ſtake, I was 
far from being reſigned. —I could have renounced every 
other comfort of life with ſome degree of fortitude ; but 
the proſpect of loſing her, diſabled all my philoſophy, 
and toriured my toul into madneſs. 

Miſs Williams found me, next morning, full of anxi» 
ous tumult, which did not. abate, when ſhe told me, 
that my Lord Quiverwit, having profeſſed honourable 
intentions, had been introduced to my lovely miſtreſs by 
her brother, who had at the ſame time, from the infor- 
mation of Melinda, ſpoke of me as an Iriſh fortune- 
hunter, without either birth or eſtate ; who ſupported 
myſelf in the appearance of a gentleman by ſharping, 
aud other infamous practices; and who was of ſuch an. 
obſcure origin, that 1 did not even know my own ex- 
traction. — Though 1 expected all this malice, I could. 
not hear it with temper, eſpecially as truth was to blend» 
ed with falſehood in the afllertion, that it would be al- 
moſt impoſſible to ſeparate the one from the other in m 
vindication. But 1 ſaid nothing on this head, being 
impatient to know how Narciſſa had been affected with 
the diſcovery. —— That generous creature, far from be- 
| | | | lieving 
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lieving theſe imputations, was no ſooner withdrawn with 


her confidante, than ſhe inveighed with great warmth 


againſt the malevolence of the world, to which only the 
aſcribed the whole of what had been ſaid to my diſad - 
vantage ; and calling every circumſtance of my behavi- 
our to her, into review before her, found every thing fo 
polite, honourable and difintereſed, that the could not 
harbour the leaſt doubt of my being the gentleman TI 
aſſumed.— Þ have indeed (ſaid the) purpoſely forbore 
4 to. aſk the particulars of his life, leſt the recapitula-» 
& tion of ſome misfortunes, which he has undergone, 
& ſhould give him pain: And as to the article of his 
« fortune, I own I am equally afraid of enquiring in- 
© to it, and of diſcovering the ſituation of my own, leſt 
« we ſhould find ourſelves both unhappy in this explana- 
« tion; for alas! my proviſion is conditional, and de- 
% pends entirely on my marrying with my brother's con- 
ce ſent.“⸗ ; | 

] was thunderſtruck with this intelligence: the light 


forſook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my cheeks, 


and I remained in a ſtate of univerſal tripidation ! My 
female friend perceiving my diſorder encouraged me 
with aſſurances of Narciſſa's conſtancy, and the hope of 
ſome accident favourable to our love, and as a further 
conſolation gave me to underitand, that ſhe had ac- 
quainted my miſtrets with the outlines of my lite; and 
that although ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent low ſtate 
of my finances, her love and eſteem were. rather in- 


creaſed than diminithed by the knowledge of my cir» 


cumitances.s I. was greatly comforted by this aſſurance, 
which ſaved me a world of confufion and anxiety : For 
I: muſt have imparted my ſituation one day to Nareiſſa; 
and this taſk I could not have performed without ſhame 
and diſorder. 1 569 1 | x 3 | 
As I did not doubt that, by this time, the ſcandalous. 
aſperſions of Melinda were ſpread all over the town, IL 
reſolved to recollect my whole. trength of affarance, to 
brow beat the efforts of her malice, and to publith her 
adventure with the frenchified barder, by way of repri- 
fal. In the mean time; having promited to be at the 
2 gate about midnight. Mits Williams took her 

ve, bidding me repoſe 3 entirely on the affec- 
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tion of my dear Narciſſa, which was as imperfe@ as in - 
violable.— Before I went abroad I was viſited by Free - 

man, who came on purpoſe to inform me of the infa- 
mous ſtories that were raiſ-d at my expence. I heard 
them with gr-at temper, and in my turndiſcloſed every 

thing that had happened between Melinda and me; and 
among other circumſtances entertained him with the 
' tory of the barber, letting him know what ſhare his 
friend: Banter had in that affair: He was convinced of the 
injury my reputation had ſuffered, and no longer doubt » 
ing the fountain from whence this deluge of ſlander had 
- flowed upon me, undertook to undeceive the town in 

my behalf, and roll the flream back upon its ſource ; but 
in the mean time cautioned me from appearing in pub - 
lic while the pre poſſeſſion was ſo ſtrong againſt me, leſt I- 
_ 4hould meet with ſome affront that ſhould have bad con- 
ſequences. v7 | 7 


— 


e H A P. LIX; 


J receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the long- 
room, which 1 however enter, and affront the Squire, 
who threatens to take the lanu of Ne ——— ——_—_—cbuke 
Melinda for her malice— e weeps with vexation 
Lord Butvernvit is ſevere upon Nt ————— re 
tort his ſarcaſm am received with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs by Narciſſa, who deſires to hear the ſtory of my 
life— ie vs eternal conſtancy to one another 
7 retire am awakened by a meſſenger, who brings a 
— ga from Quiver wit, whom I meet, engage, and van® 

91h. 12 . ; k,n 3 


1 Thanked him for his advice, which, however, my 
pride and reſentment would not permit me to fol- 
low for he no ſooner left me, in order to do juſtice to 
my character among his friends and acquaintance, than 
J ſallied out, and went diredtly to the long room, ——L 
was met at the door by a ſervant, who preſented to me 
a billet without a ſuperſcription, importing that my pre- 
fence was diſagreeable to the company, and defiring L 


would take-the hint without further diſturbance, and be- 
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ſow myſelf elſewhere for the future. This peremptory 
meſſage filled me with indignation. I followed the fel- 
low who delivered it, and ſeizing him by the collar, in 
preſence of all the company, threatened to put him in- 
ſtantly to death, if he did not diſcover the ſcoundrel 
who had charged him with ſuch an impudeat commiſ - 
fron, that I might punith him as he deſerved. The 
meſſenger affrighted at my menaces and furious looks, 
fell upon his knees, and told me that the gentleman 
who ordered him to deliver the letter was no other than 
Narciſſa's brother, who at that time ſtood at the other 
end of the room, talking to Melinda.-l went up to 
him immediately, and in the hearing of his inamorata, 
accolted him in theſe words ; ** Lookee, Squire, was it 
4 not for one conſideration that keeps you from my 
4 reſentment, I would cane you where you ſtand, for 
« having had the preſumption to ſzad me this ſcurrilous 
4 jintimation;?* which I tore to pieces and threw ia his. 
face; at the ſame time darting an angry regard at his 


mitltreſs, I told her, I was ſorry the had pat it out of 


my power to compliment her upon her invention, but 


at the expence of her good nature and veracity. Her 


admirer, whoſe courage never role but in proportion to 
the wine he had ſwallowed, inſtead of reſenting my ad- 
dreſs in what is called an houourable way, threatened to 
proſecute me for an aſſault, and took witnefles accord - 


ingly, while ſhe, piqued at his puſillanimous behavi - 


our, and enraged at the ſarcaſa I nad uttered agaiaſt 
her, endeavoured to make her quarrel a publick cauſz, 
and wept aloud with ſpice and vexation.— Cue tears of a 
lady could not fail of attracting the notice and concern 
of the ſpectators, to whom the complained of my rude- 


neſs, with great bitterneſs, ſaying, if the was a man 1 


durſt not uſe her ſo.— The greatelt part of the gentle- - 
men, already prejudiced againſt me were offended at. 
the liberty I had taken, as appeared fron their looks; 
though none of them ſignified their diſguſt aiy other 


way, except my Lord Quiverwit, who ventured to ay 
with a ſneer, that 1 was in the right to eſtabliſh. my own 
character, of which be had no longer any doubt. —— 
Nettled at this ſevere equjv2gue, which raiſed a laugh at 


my expence, I replied with tone warmth, I am proud 
"EV © e 
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« of having in that particular got the ſtart of your lord- 
« ſhip.” He made no anſwer to my repartee, but with 
a contemptuous ſmile, walked off, leaving me in a very 
diſagreeable ſituation.— In vain did I make up to ſeveral 
people of my acquaintance, whoſe converſation, I hoped, 
would bariſh my confuſion; every body ſhunned. me 
like a perſon infected, and | ſhould not have been able 
to bear my diſgrace, had not the idea of my ever - faith · 
ful and fond Nareiſſa came to my relief. —I quitted the 
ſcene of my mortification, and ſauntering about the 
town, happened to wake from my contemplation, when 
I found myſelf fuſt oppoſite to a toy ſhop, which I en- 
tered, and purchaſed a ring ſet with a ruby in the form 
of a heart, ſurrounded by diamond ſparks, for which F 
paid ten puineas, intending it for a preſent to the charm» 

er of my ſoul. | a ARR IT os, 
I was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this di- 
vine creature, who, notwithſtanding what ſhe had heard 
to my diſadvantage, received me with the utmoſt confi. . 
dence and tenderneſs ;" and having been informed of 
the general ſketches of my life, by Miſs Williams, ex- 
vreiled a defire of knowing the particular circumſtances, 
which I relared with great candour,. omitting however 
ſome things which I concluded altogether improper for 
her ear, and which the reader's reflection will eaſily 
ſuggeſt. —As my Rory was little elſe than a recital of 
mistortunes, the tear of ſympathy ceaſed not to trickle 
down from her enchanting eyes, during the whole of the 
narration, which when 1 had finiſhed, ſhe recompenſed 
me for my trouble with the moſt endearing proteſtations 
of eternal love. —She bewailed her reſtricted condition, 
as it was the means of retarding my happineſs ; told me, 
that Lord Quiverwit, by her brother's permiſſion, had 
been to drink tea with her that very afternoon, and ac- 
tually propoſed marriage; and ſeeing me extremely afe 
fected with this piece ot information, offered to give me 
u convincing proof of her afſection, by eſpouſing me in 
Private, and leaving the reſt to fate.— I was penetrated 
with this inſtance of her regard, but that I might not be 
outdone in generolity, refilfed the bewitching tempta- 
tion, in conſideration of her honour and intereſt; at the 
ſame time, I preſented my ring as a pledge of my in-. 
£5 < E ED violable 


* 
7 
1 
, 


Nei 
* 
— 


RODERICK RANDOM 18x 


violable attachment, and on my knees, implored heaven 
to ſhower its curſes on my head, if ever my heart ſhould: 
entertain one thought unworthy of the paſſion [then a- 
vowed. dhe received my token, gave me in-r-turn her. 


picture in miniature, exquiſitely drawn and ſet in gold; 
and in the ſame poſture called heaven to witneſs and to 
judge her flame — Our vows being thus reciprocally 


breathed, a confidence of hope enſued, and our mutual 
fondneſs becoming as intimate as innocence would al- 
low, I grew inſenſible of the progrefs of time, aud it was 
morning before. I eould tear myſelf from this dacling of 
my foul - My good angel foreſaw what would happen, 
and permitted me to indulge myſelf on this occaſion, in. 
conſideration of the fatal abſence I. was.doomed to ſuf. 
ter. Os NR” / g . 
I went to bed immediately on my return to my lod- 
ging, and having ſlept about two hours, was waked by 
Strap, who in great confuſion, told me, thefe was a. 
footman below with a letter, which he would deliver to 
no body but myfelf.— Alarmed at this piece of news, I 
deſired my friend to ſhew him up to my chamber, and. 
received the following letter, which, he ſaid, required- 
an immediate anſwer.. | 


kc 8 I R,. va | . . 
40 HEN any man injures my honour, let the dife- 
„% WY terence. of rank between us be ever fo great, 


Jam contented to wave the privilege of my quality, 
«and to ſeek reparation from him on equal terms 
« The inſolence of your reply to me yeiterday in the. 
% long- room, I might have over - looked had not your: 
« preſumptive emulation in a much more intereſting at- 

« tair, and a diſcovery which L made this morning, con- 
* curred in perſuading me to chaſtiſe your audacity with 


1 lay {word.——lt you therefore have ſpirit enough to 


* ſupport the character you aſſume, you will not tail to 
« follow the bearer immediately to a convenient place, 
« where you thall be met by x 

Eo. % Quivzawir.““ 


Whether I was enervated by the love and favour of 
Narciſſa, or awed by the ſuperior- tation. of my anta- 
| 93 * gonilt, 
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ponilt, T know not, but I never had lefs (inclination. fo 
fight, than at this time: However, finding there was a 
neceſſity for vindicating the reputation of-my miſtreſs, 
as well as for aſſerting my own honour, I forthwith roſe; 
and dreſſing in a hurry, put on my ſword, bade Strap 


attend me, and ſet out with my conductor, curfing my 
bad fortune all the way, for having been obſerved in my 


return from my angel; for fo I enterpreted his lordſhip's 
diſcovery, When { came within fight of my rival, his 
lacquey told me, he had orders to cop; upon which, I 
commanded Strap to hak alſo, while I walked forward; 
reſolvin g, if poſſible to come to an explanation with 
my challenger, before we ſhould come to battle. Nor 
was an opportunity wanting; for I no ſooner approach - 
ed, then he aſked with a fern countenance, What bu- 
fineſs 1 had in Mr. "Fopehall's garden, fo early in the 


morning ?—* I don't know, my Lord, (faid I) how to 


* anſwer a queſtion put to me with ſuch magiſterial 
« haughtineſs. If your Jordlhip will pleaſe to expoſtu - 
«late calmly, you will have no caufe to repent of your 
% condeſcenſion. Otherwiſe, I am not to be intimi- 


1 dated into any confeſſion.“ “ There is no room for 


« denial (anſwered he) I ſaw you come out, with my 
6. n eyes. Did any other perſon ſee. me?“ (ſaid 


I)— neither know nor care (ſaid he) I want no other 


„evidence than that of my own ſenſes. - Pleaſed to 
hear that the ſuſpicion was confined to him alone, I en- 
deavoured to appeaſe his jealouſy, by owning an intrigue 
wich the waiting-maid ; but he had too much diſcern» 
ment to be ſo eaſily impoſed upon, and told me there was 
only one way to convince him of the truth of what I 
alledged; which was no other than renouncing all claim 
to Nareiſſa, upon oath, and promiſing upon honour, ne · 
yer to ſpeak to her for the future.— Exaſperated at this 
propoſal, I uuſheathed my ſword, ſaying, © Heavens! 


% what title have you, or any man on earth, to impoſe. 
ſuch terms on me?” He did the ſame, and making 


towards me with a contracted brow, ſaid, I was a vil 


Jain, and had diſhonoured Narcifſa —* He's a ſcanda- 


« lous villain (I replied, in a tranſport of fury) who 
« brands me with that imputation! She is a thouſand : 
es times more chaſte than the mother that. bore you; _ | 
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Iwill affert her honour with my heart's blood!“ —So - 
faying, -I ruſhed upon him with more eagerneſs than 
addreſs, and endeavouring to get within his point, re- 
- ceived a wound in my neck, which redoubled my rages 
He excelled me in temper as well as in kill, by which 
means he parried my thruſts with great calinneſs, until 
Lhad almoſt exhauſted my ſpirits; aud when he per- 
ceived me beginning to flag, attacked me fiercely in his 
turn. Finding himſelf however better oppoſed than he 
expected, he reſolved to follow his louge, and cloſe with 


me: accordingly, his fword entered my waiſtcoat, on 


the ſide of the breaſt : bone and running up between my 
ſuirt and ſkin, appeared over my left ſhoulder: I i:na- 
gined that his weapon had perforated my lungs, and of 
conſequence that the wound was mortal; therefore de- 
termined not to dic unrevenged, I ſeized nis ſhell, whicty - 
was cloſe to my breaſt, before he could diſentangle his 
point, and keeping it faſt- with my left hand, ſhortened 
my own ſword with my right, intending to run hin 
through the heart; but he received the thruſt in the lett 
arm, which penetrated up to the ſhoulder blade - Dii- 
appointed in this expectation, and afraid ill chat death . 
would fruſtrate my revenge, L.grappled with him, and 


| being much the ſtronger, threw him upon the grouad, 


where | wreſted his ſword out of his hand, — 
was my confuſion, inſtead of turning the point u im, 
ſtruck out three of his fore teeth with the hilt. — lu tne 
mean time, our ſervants ſeeing us fall, ran up to iepa- 
rate and aſſiſt us; but before their approach, | was upon 
my feet, and had diſcovered, that my ſuppoſed mortal 
wound was only a flight ſcratch. The knowledge of 
my own ſafety diſarmed me of a good deal of my reſent · 
ment, and I began to. enquire with ſoate concern into 
the ſuuation of my aatagouilt,, who-remained on the 

ground bleeding plentifuily at his mouth and arm. I 
helped his footman do raiſe him, and haviag bound up 
his wound with my handkerchief, aſſured him, ic was 

not dangerous; I likewile reſtored his {word, and ofler- 
ed to {upport him to his houſe, He thanked me, with 
an air of ſullen dignity; and whitpeciag, that 1 thould 
hear from him ſoon, went away, leaning on his ſervant's 


1 ſhoulder. | 


08 | | N | I was. 
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I was ſurpriſed at this promiſe, which I conftrued in · 
to a threat, and reſolved, if ever he ſhould call me out 
again, to uſe whatever advantage fortune might give me- 
over him, in another manner. In the mean time, I had 
leiſure to take notice of Strap; who ſeemed quite ſtupt- 
fied with horror: I comforted him with an affurance 
tHat I had received no damage; and explained the na- 
ture of this affair, as we walked: homeward. By that 
time I had got into my apartment, I found the wound 
in my neek (iff and uneaſy,. and a good deal of clotted 
blood run down upon my ſhirt: Upon which, I pulled 
off my coat and wailtcoat, and unbuttoned my collar, 
that I might dreſs it with more eaſe. —My friend no ſoon» 
er perceived my ſhirt quite -dyed with blood, than ima- 
gining I had got at leaſt twenty thouſand wounds he 
eried, O Jeſus !”'and fell flat on the ffoor. I ſtopt the 
bleeding with a little dry lint, and applying a plaſter o- 


ver it, cleanſed myſelf from the gore, ſhifted and dreffed, 


while he lay ſenſeleſs at my feet; fo that when he reco- 
vered, and ſaw me perfectly well, he could ſcarce be» 


lie ve his own eyes.—Now that the danger was paſt, I was 
very well pleaſed with what had happened, hoping that 


it would-ſoon become known, and conſequently. dignify 
my character not a little in this place.— was allo proud 
ot ha thewn myſelf, in ſome ſhape, worthy the love 
of fa, who, I was perſuaded, would not think the: 
Gore ot me tor what I had done. 


CHAP. LX. 


Ts am vi ifited by Freeman, n appear in public, 
and am careſed 4m ſent for by Lord Nuiverwit, 
'- whoſe preſence. I quit in. a paſſion = Narcifja is. 
carried off by her brother I intend to purſue 
| him, and am difſuaitd by my friend — — — engage in. 
ſet out for London 
try my fortune at the gaming table, without ſucceſs 
receive a "_ from m—_ In my 
taylor. . | . | 
H ILE I na wyſelf with theſe e 
_—_ the news of the duel being —_— 
cate 
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cated by ſome unknown channel, ſpread all over the 
town. I was viſited by Freeman who teſttfi-d his ſur - 
priſe at finding me; for, he was told, that Lord Qui» 
verwit being dead of his wounds, I had abſconded, in 
order to avoid the cognizance of the law. I aſked if 
people gueſſed the occalion of the quarrel; and under - 

Randing it was attributed to his lordſhip's reſentment of 
my reply ia the long room, confirmed that conjecture, 

glad to find Narciſſa unſuſpeted. My friend, after I 
had aſſur-d him that my antagoniſt was in no danger, 
wiſhed me joy of the event, than which, ke ſaid, no- 
thing could happen more opportunely to ſupport the idea 
he had given of my character, to his friends, among 


whom he had been very aſſi ſuous in my behalf. 5 


On the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went with him 
to the coffee houſe, where | was ſaluted by a great many 


of thole very perſons, who had ſhunned me the pre- 


ceding day; and | found every body making merry. 
with the itory of Melinda's Frenci gallant, While Lre- 
mained in this place, I received a meflage from Lord. 
Quiverwit, de ſiring. it I was not engaged, to ſee me at 
his houſe, | | 


_ . TPhither I immediately repaired, and was conducted 


to an apartment where I was received hy his lordſhip in 
bed. — When we were left by ourſelves, he thanks 
in very polite terms, for having uſed the advantage for- 
tune had given me over him with ſuch moderation; and. 
alked pardon tor any offence his reſentment might have 
prompicd him to commit. « [| would willingly (ſaid 
he) make you my friend; but as it is impoſſible for 


me to diveſt myſelt-ot my paſſion for Narciſſa, I am 


too well convinced of your ſentiments, to think we 
« {thojL ever agree on that ſubject. I took the liberty, 
therefore, of ſending to you, in order to own can- 
© dicly, that 1 cannot help oppoſing your ſucceſs with. 
© that young lady; though, at the ſame time, | pro- 
& miſe to regulate my oppolition by the dictates of 
& jultice and honour : This, however, I thiak proper 
„ to advertiſe you of, that the has no independent for- 
«tune, and it you {ſhould ever ſucceed in your ad- 
4% dreiies, you would have the mortification to ſee her 
reduced to indigence, uuleſs you. have wherewithal to. 

| „ {upport. 
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*% ſupport her — And I am credibly informed of your 
© incapacity that way—Nay, I will confeſs, that urged 
© by this conſideration, I have actually.ſent notice to 
© her brother, of the-progreſs I ſuſpected you have made 
6% in her affection, and defired him to take his precau - 
tions accordingly. ——Alarmed and provoked at his 


information, I told his lordſhip, that I did not ſee how 


he could reconcile that piece of conduct with his pro- 
feſſion of open dealing, and flung away from him in a 
paſſion. | 3 

As I walked home ward, in hope of hearing from my- 
miſtreſs as uſual by means of Miſs Williams, I was ſur- 
grated with the waving of a handkerchief, from the wine 

ow of a coach and fix that paſſed by me at full ſpeed ; 
and upon further obſervation, I ſaw a ſervant on horſe · 
back riding after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonx - 
ed to the Squire—Fhunderfiruck with this diſcovery, 
the knowledge of my misfortune ruſhed all at once upon- 
reflection !—1 gueſſed immediately that the fignal was 
made by the dear hand of Narciſſa, who being hurcied 
away in conſequence of Lord Quiverwit's meſſage to 
her brother, had no other method of. relating her diſ« 
treſs, and imploring my affilitance.— Frantic with this 
conjecture, Iran ty my lodgings, ſnatched my piſtols, 
and ; pau Strap to get polt horſes, with ſuch incohe- 
rence of ſpeech and diſorder, that the poor valet, terri- 
ficd with the ſulpicion of another duel, inſtead of pro- 
viding them, went forthwith to Freeman, who being in« 
formed of my behaviour came lraight to my apartment, 
and eonjured me ſo pathetically io make him acquainted 
with the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, that I could not retuſe- 
telling him my happineſs was fled with Narciſſa, and 
that 1 mult retcicve her or perith. , He repreſented the 
madnels of ſuch an underiaking, and. endeavoured to 
divert me from ic with great (trength of friendihip and 
reaſon ; But all his arguments would hare been ineffec- 


tual, had he not put me in mind of the dependence [ 


ought to have on che love of Narciiſa, and the attach- 
ment of her maid, Who could not fail of finding oppor» 
tunities to advertiſe me; of* their ſituation: and at the 
Came time demoulira;ed the injury my charimer's repu- 
tation muli ſuffer from mi precipitate retreat. I was 

| convinced. 
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convinced and compoſed by theſe confilerations ; I ap- 
peared in public with an air of tranquillity, was well 
received by the belt company in town, and my misfor- 
tune taking air, condoled accordingly-; wiilz Þ had the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing Melinda fr univerſilly diſcouate- 
nanced, that The was fain to return to Laon, ia or- 
der to avoid the ſcoffs and cenſure of the ladies at Bath. 
— But though the hope of hearing from the darling of 
my foul ſupported my ſpirits a little while, | begin to be 
very unealy, when at the end of ſeveral weeks I found 
that expectation diſappointed. —n ſhort, melancholy and- 
deſpondence took poli:fhi»n of my foul ; and repiniag at- 
that providence, which, by acting the ſtepmother to 
wards me, kept me from the trui.ion of my Wiihzs, I. 
determined, ia a fit of deſpair, to rick all I hid at the 
gaminy=table, with a view of acquiriag a fortune ſut- 
ficient to render me independent tor life; or of plunging. 
myſelf into tuch a tate of miſery, as would effeAually - 
crulk every ambitious hope that now tortured my ima 
giuation. | | X | 
- AQuuated by this fatal reſolution, I engaged in play, 
and atter lome turns of fortune, found mytelt, at the end. 
ot three days, worth a thouſand pounds; but it was 
not my intention to (top there, tor whic t cauie-1 kept 
Strap ignorant of my ſucceſs, and continued my Career, 
until I was reduced to tive guineas, which 1 would have 
hazarded alſo, had 1 not been athamed to fall from a. 
bet ot two. hundred pounds to tuca a peity ſum. 

Having thus executed my icheine, I went home, a+ 
mazzd to find myielt io muca at cate, and intormed my 
friend Strap of my miichance, with ſuch calmneſs, that 
he imagining I joked, affected to receive the tidings 
with great equanimity.— But both he aud I tound ours 
ſelves miſtaken very.1000,————-l had mitiaterpreted 


my own ſtupidity into deliberate reſig nation, and ne-had 


realon to believe me in earned, wnen he ſaw me next 
morning agitated with the moit- violent detpair, which 
he endeavoured to alleviate with all the contolation in 
his power. | „ 
In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged him 
to take a place in tne tage- coach for London; and in 
Lac mean time paid my debts in Bath, which amounted 
£33070 4 > e 
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to thirty ſhillings only Without taking leave of my 
friends I embarked, Strap having the good fortune to 
find a return horſe, and arrived in town, without having 
met with any thing remarkable on the road. While we 
croſſed Bagſhot heath, I was ſeized with a ſort of incli- 
nation to retrieve my fortune. by layingpaſfengers under 
contribution, in ſome ſuch place. My thoughts were 
fo circumſtanced at this time, that I would have digeſted 
the crime of robbery, ſo righteouſly had I concerted my 
plan, and ventured my life in the execution, had I not 
been deterred by reflecting upon the infamy that attends 
detection. 

The apartment I formerly lived in being unengaged, 


TI took poſſeſſion of it, and next day went in queſt of 


Banter, who received me with open arms, in expecta- 
tion of having his bond difcharged to his liking : But 


when he underſtood what had happened, his counte- 


nance changed of a fudden, an he told me with a dry - 
nels of pleaſure particular to himſelf, that if he was in 
my place, he would put it out of tortune's pdwer to play 
him ſuch another trick, and be avenged of his own in- 
diſcretion at once. When I deſired him to explain bis 
meaning, be.pointed to his neck, raiſed bimſelt on his 
tip=toes, and as going away without any further cere- 
mony, when I put him in mind of my indigence, and 


demanded the five guineas I had formerly lent him. 


« Five guineas | (cried he) Zounds! had you ated 
« with common prudence you might have had twenty 
& thouſand in your pocket by this time. I depended 
« upon five hundred from you, as much as if I had had 
& notes for it in the bank; and by all the rules of equi - 
& ty, you are indebted to me for. that ſum.“ I was nei- 
ther pleaſed nor convinced by this computation, and in - 
ſiſted on my right with ſuch determined obitinacy, that 
he was fain to alter his tone, and appeaſe my clamour,. 


by aſſuring me, that he was not matter of five ſhillings. 


—— Society in diſtrets generally promotes good under - 
ſtanding among people; rom being a dun, I deſcend - 
ed to be a client, and aſked his advice about repairing. 


my Joſſes. —He counſelled me to have recourſe again to 


the gaming table, where ! ſucceeded ſo well before, and. 


* — in a condition, by lelling my watch.— I fol- 
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lowed his directions, and having accommodated him 
with a few pieces, went to the place, where I loſt every 
ſhilling. * 7 | 

Then I returned to my lodgings full of deſperate reſo- 
lutions, and having made Strap acquainted with my fate, 
ordered him to pawnmy ſword immediately, thar I might 
be enabled to make another effort. This affectionate 
creature no ſooner underſtood my purpoſe, than ſeized 
with inſuppreſſible ſorrow at the proſpe& of my miſery, 
he bur into tears, and aſked what I propoſed to do af- 
ter the ſmall ſum he could raiſe on the ſword ſhould be 
ſpent? On my own account (ſaid he) I am quite un- 
« concerned; for while God ſpares me health and theſe 
« ten fingers, I can earn a comfortable ſubſiſtence any 
« where ; but what muſt become of you, who have leſs 
©« humility to ſtoop, and more appetites to gratify?“ 
Here l interrupted him, by ſaving, with a gloomy aſpect, 
I ſhould never want a reſource while I had a loaded piſtol 
in poſſeſſion. Stupitied with horror at this dreadful in- 
finuation, he Rood mute for ſome time, and then broke 
out into God ot his infinite mercy enable you to with- 
© ſtand that temptation of the devil!—Conſider your im- 
mortal ſoul—there is no repentance in the grave 0 
Lord ! that ever it ſhould come to this — Are we not 


| © enjoined to refign ourſelves to the will of nea ven? 


* where is your patience ?——Durum patientia frango — 
« you are but a young man—there may be many good 
things in ſtore for you—accidit in puncto quid non ſpe- 


„ ratur in anno remember your uncle, Mr. Bowling; 


© perhaps he is now on his voyage home ward, pleaſiag 
„ himtelf with the hopes of ſeeing and relieving you 
*« nay, peradventure he is already arrived, for the {hip 


eas expected about this time.“ A ray of hope ſhot 


athwart my ſoul at this ſuggeſtion; I chanked my triend 
for his ſeatonable recollection, and after having promiſed 
to take no reſolution. till his return diimiſſed him to 
Wapping for intelligence. | x 

In his abſence 1 was viſited-by Banter, who being in- 
formed of my bad luck at play, told me, fortune would 


% Klan the 


** mean time, (ſaid he) here is a letter tor you, which! 
« received juſt now encloſed in one from Freeman. I 
| ſnatched 
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"watched it with eagerneſs, and knowing the ſuperſcrip- 
tion to be of Narciſſa's hand writing, kiſſed it with tranſ> 
Port, and having, opened it, read, 


« F T.is with great difficulty, that I have ftolen from 
the obſervation of thoſe ſpies who are ſet over me, 

« this opportunity of telling you, that I was ſuddenly 

carried away from Bath, by my brother, who was in- 
formed of our correſpondence by Lord Quiverwit, 

% whom, I ſince underſtand, you have wounded in a 
« duel on my account. As I am fully convipced of your 

% honour and love, I hope I ſhall never hear of ſuch 
«© deſperate proofs of either for the future. 1 am ſo 
« firiftly watched, that it will be impoflible for you to 

'$ ſee me, until my brothers ſuſpicion ſhall abate, or 
heaven contrive ſome other. unforeſeen event in our 
„ behalf. In the mean time, you may depend on the 
, conſtancy and affeQion of . 
6 % Your own 


' 6NARCISSA. 


„ P. 8. Miſs Williams, who is my fellow priſoner, de- 
% fires to be remembered to you. We are both in 
« good health, and only in pain for you, eſpecially as 

ce jt will be in practicable for you to convey any meſ- 

e ſage or letter to the place of our confinement : for 
« which reaſon pray deſiſt from the attempt, that, by 


e miſcarrying, might prolong our N 0 
Saad 44 a 


This kind letter afforded me great conſolation : I com» 


- municated it to Banter, and at the ſame time, ſhewed 


him her piture: He approved of her beauty and good 
ſenſe, and could not help owning, that my negleR of 
Miſs Snapper was excuſable, when ſuch a fine creature 
engroſſed my attention. 4 | 
I began to be reconciled to my fate, and imagined, 
that if I could conti ive means of ſubſiſting until my uncle 
ſhould arrive, in caſe he was not already at home, he 


would enable me to do ſomething e ffectual in behalf of 


my love and fortune I therefore conſulted Banter about 


A preſent ſupply, who no ſooner under ſtood that. I bad 


credit 


- 
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credit with a taylor, than he adviſed me to take off two 
or three ſuits of rich clothes, and convert them into caſh, 
by ſelling them at half price to a ſaleſman in Monmouth» 
ſtreet. 'I was ſtartled at this propoſal, which I thought 
ſavoured a little of fraud; but he rendered it palatable, 
by. obſerving that in a few months I might be in a con- 
dition to do every body juſticez and in the mean time, I 
was acquitted by the honeſty of my intention --! ſuf - 
fered myſelf to be perſuaded by his ſalvo, by which my 
neceſſity, rather than my judgment, was convinced; and 
when I found there were no accounts of the {hip in which 
my uncle embarked, actually put the ſcheme in practice, 
and raiſed by it five and twenty guineas, paying him 


for his advice the odd five. 


* 


E H. 


1 am arreſted — carried to Marſbaſea ind my old ac» 
 guaintance beau Fackſon in that aii. e informs me 
of his adventure. Strap arrives, and with difficulty 
is comforted FJactſon introduces me to a poet 
admire his converſation and capacity — —— am deeply 
affected with my mi iſortuns Strap hires himfelf as # 
Journeyman barber. | 


LxXI. 


B this expedient was in a few weeks attended with 
a conlequence LI did not foreſee; a player having 
purchaſed one of the fuits which were expoſed to ſale, 
appeared in it on the (tage one night, while my taylor 
unfortunately happened to be preſent. He knew it im - 
mediately, and Enguiring minutely into the affair, diſeo- 
vered my whole contrivance; upon which, he came to 


my lodgings, and telling me that he was very much ſtrait. 


ened for want of money, preſented his bill, which a- 
mounted to 50. durpriſed at this unexpected addrels, 
TaffeRted to treat him cavalierly, ſwore ſome oaths, aſked 
it he doubted my honour, and, telling him I ſhould take 
c-re who I dealt with for the future, bade him come a- 
gain in three days. He obeyed me punctually, demands 


ed his money, and finding himſelf amuſed with bare pro- 


miles, arretied n.e that very day in the ſtreet. I was 
Fa . | Not 
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not much ſhocked at this adventure, which, indeed, put 
an end to a ſtate of horrible expectation; but I refuſed to 
go to a ſpunging houſe, where I heard there was nothing 
but the moſt flagrant impoſition; and a coach being cal - 
led, was carried to the Marſhalſea, attended by a bailiff 
and his follower, who were very much diſappointed and 
chagrined at my reſolution. | 

The turnkey guefling, from my appearance, that I had 
money in my pocket, received me with the repetition of 
the Latin word gdepore, and gave me to underſtand that 


I I muſt pay before-hand for the apartment I ſhould chooſe 


to dwell in. I defired to ſee his conveniencies, and hir - 
ed aſma!l paultry bed chamber for a crown a week, which 
in any other place, would not have let for half the mo- 
ney, Having taken poſſeſſion of this diſmal habitation, 
I ſent for Strap, and my thoughts were buſied in colle&- 
ing matter of canfolation.to that faithtul ſquire, when 
{ſomebody knocked at my door, which I no ſooner open» 
ed, than a young fellow entered, in very thabby clothes, 
and marvellous toul linen. After a low bow, he called 
me by name, and atked it I had forgot him. His voice 
aſſiſted me in recollecting his perſon, whom I ſoon re · 
cogniged to be my old acquaintance Jackſon, of whom 
mention is made in the fii it part of my memoirs, I ſa- 
luted him cordially, expreſſed my ſatistation at finding 
him alive, and condoled him on his pretent ſituation, 
which, however; did not ſeem to affect him much, tor 
he laughed very heartily at the occaſion of our meeting 
ſo unexpeRedly in this place. Our mutual compliments 
being palit, I inquired about his amour with the lady of 
toi tune, which ſeemed to be ſo near a happy conclutiun 
when I had the pleaſure of leeing him lait; after an im- 
moderate fit of laughter, he gave me co underſtand, that 
de had been egregioudy: bit in that affair. Lou mult 
* know (ſaid he) that a tew daysatter our adventure with 
* the bawd and her b—ches, I tound means to ve mar- 
5 ried to the lame fine lady you ipoke of, and paſſed 
* the night wich her at her lodgings, ſo much to her 
« ſatistaction, that early/in tne morning, atcer a good 
% deal of iniveling and lobbing, lhe owned, that far trom 
„being an heireis of great fortune, ſhe was no other 


* than 2 common woman of the town, who had deco, » 
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ed me into matrimony, in order to enjoy the privilege 
« of a femme couvert? ; and that unleſs I made my eſ- 
« cape immediately, I ſhould be arreſted for a debt of 
© her contracting, by bailiffs emplayed and inſtructed for 
t that purpoſe. Startled at this inti mation, I roſe in a 
„ twinkling, and taking leave of my ſpouſe with ſeveral 


„ hearty damns, got fafe into the verge of the court, 
« where kept ſnug until I was appointed ſurgeon's mate 


4 of a man of war at Portſmouth ; for which place I (et 
« cut on Sunday, went on board my ſhip, in which 
4% ſailed to the ſtraits, where I had the good fortune 
to be made ſurgeon of a {loop that came home a few 
& months after, and was put out of commiſſion; wheree 
« upon I came to London, imagining myſelt forgotten, 
© and freed from my wife and her creditors; but had 
© not been in town a week before I was arreſted for a 
« debt of hers, amounting to 20/. and brought to this 
% place, where I have been fixed by another action ſince 
te that time, However, you know my diſpolition 3 I 
« defy care and anxiety; and being on the half pay liſt, 
„% make ſhift to live here tolerably eaſy.” TI congratue 
lated him on his philoſophy, and remembring that I was 
in his debt, repaid the. money he formerly lent me, 
which, I believe was far from being unſeaſonable. I 
then enquired about the economy of the place, which he 
explained to my ſatisfaction; and after we had agreed to 


meſs together, he was me, going to yive orders tor dine 


ner, when Strap arrive 
I never in my life ſaw ſorrow ſo extravagantly expreſs 
ſed in any countenance, as in that of my honett friend, 
which was, indeed, particulary adapted by nature for 
luch impreſſions. When we were lett by ourſzlves, I 
communicated to him my diſaſter, and endeavoured tb 
coaſole-him with tac ſame arguments he had formerly 
uled to me, withal repreſenting the iair chance I had of 
being relieved in a ſhort time by Mr. Bowliag. But his 
grief was unugerable ; he ſeemed to give attention with- 
out liſtening, and wrung his hands in ſilence ;; ſo that I 
was in a fair way of being infected by his behaviour, when - 
Jackion returned, and perceiving the deference. I paid 
to Strap, although in a tootman!s habit, diltribued his 
crumbs of comtort with ſuch mirth, jollity, and uncon- 
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cern, that the features of the diſtreſſed Squire relaxed 


by degrees, he recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and be- 


gan to be a hittle more reconciled to this lamentable 
event, We dined together on boiled beef and greens, 
brought from a cook's ſhop in the neighbourhood ; and 
although this meal was ſerved up in a manner little 
correſponding with the ſphere of life in which I had 
lately lived, | made a virtue of neceflity, ate with good 
appetite, and treated my friends with a bottle of wine, 
which bad the deſired effect, of increaſing the good 
humour of my fellow- priſoner, and exhilerating the 
ſpirits of Strap, who now talked cavalierly of my miſ- 
tortune. | 
Atter dinner, Jackſon left us to our private affairs ; 
when 1 deſired my friend to pack up all our things, and 
carry them to ſome cheap lodging he ſhould chooſe for 
Limielf in the neighbourhood of che Marſhalſea, after 
he-bad diſcharged my lodging, for which purpoſe I gave 
Him money. I likewiſe recommended to him the keep- 
ang my mis fortune ſecret, and ſaying to my landlord, or 
any other who ihould enquire for me, that I was gone 
into the country tor a tew weeks; at the ſame time I laid 
itrong injunctions upon him to call every ſecond day up- 
on Banter, in caſe he ſhould receive any letter for me 
to leave a direction for himſelt, at my uncle's todgings 
in Wapping, by which 1 might be tound when my kinſ- 
man ſhould arrive. : | 
When he departed to execute theſe orders, (which, by 
the bye, were punQually performed that very night) I 
tound myſelt 1o little ſealoned to my fituation, that I 
dreaded ſeflection, and fought thelter from it in the com · 
pany ot the beau, who, promiling to regale me with a 
lecture upon tatte, conducted me to the common fide, 
where II., a number of naked miſerable wretches aſe 
jembicd together.—— We had not been here many mi- 
nutes, when a figure appeared, wrapped up in a dirty rug. 
tied about his loins with two pieces of liſt, of different 
colours, knotted together; having a black buthy beard, 
alid his head covered with a huge maſs of brown peri- 
wig, which ſeemed to have been ravithed from the crown 
ot tome icare · ro ,. 'This apparition, Ralking in with 
x f . 44 * 3 | great 
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great folemnity, made a profound bow to the audience, 
who ſignified their approbation by a general reſponſe of 
% How d'ye do, doctor?“ He then turned towards us, 
and honoured Jackſon with a particular ſalutation: up- 
on which my friend, in a formal manner, introduced 
him to me, by the name of Mr. Melopoyn. —— This ce - 
remony deing over, he advanced into the middle of the 
congregation, which crowded round him, and hemming 
three times, to my utter aſtoniſhment, pronounced with 
great ſignificance of voice and geſture, a very elegant 
and ingenious diſcourſe upon the difference between ge- 
nius and taſte, illuſtrating his aſſertions with apt quota» 
tions from the beſt authors, ancient as well as modern. 
When he bad finilhed his harangue, which laſted a full 
hour, he bowed again to the ſpectators; not one of 
whom (1 was informed) underſtood ſo much as a ſentence 
of what he had uttered. They manifeſted, however, their 
admiration and eſteem by voluntary contribution, which, 
Jackſon told me. one week with another, amouated co 
eighteen pence.— This moderate ſtipend, together with 
ſome ſmall preſents that he received for making up dif- 
ferences, and deciding cauſes among the priſoners, juſt 
enabled him to breathe and walk about, in the groteſque 
figure I have deſcribed. I underſtood alſo, that he was 
an excellent paet, and had compoſed a tragedy, which 
was allowed by every body who had ſeen it, to be a per · 
formance of great merit; that his learning was infinite, 
his morals unexceptionable, and his modeſty invincible. 
Such a character could not fail of attracting my re · 
gard; 1 longed impatiently to be acquainted with him, 
and deſired Jackion would engage him to ſpend the even- 
ing in my apartment. My requeit was granted, he fa- 
voured us with his company, and in the courſe of our 
converſation, perceiving that I had a ſtrong paſſion for 
the Belles Lettres, acquitted himſelf ſo well on that ſub- 

je, that L expreſſed a fervent deſire of ſeeing his pro- 
ductions. In this point too he gratiſied my inclina · 


tion: he promiſed to bring his tragedy to my room 

next day, and in the mean time, entertained me with 

ſome detached pieces, which gave me a very advantage 

ous idea of his poetical talent. Among other things I 

was particularly pleaſed ay as ſome elegies, in „ 
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of Tibullus; one of which I beg leave to ſubmit 
to the reader, as A ſpecimen of his B aan and 
8 N 


% 
, - 


"HE RE now are all my kati ring dreams of 
joy? ; 
Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt * 
Since firſt thy deauty fix'd my roving eye, 
Heart gnawing cares corrode my penſive breaſt! 


II. 


Let happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
With feſtive ſongs beguile the fleeting hour z 
Lead beauty thro? the mazes of the ball, 5 
Or 771 her wanton in love's roſeate bower. 


LIT. | 


Fr | me, no more I'II range the empurpled mead, 
Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins dance around, 

Nor wander thro' the woodbine's fragrant ſhade, 
Ts hear the muſic of the NY reſound. 


Woes 59911! 4B 


Pit ſeek ſome lonely church, or dreary hall, 
Waere fancy paints the glimm'ring taper blue, 

Where damps hang mould'ring on the ivy'd wall, 
577255 Arg gholts drink 2555 the midnight dew 


There leagu'd with hopeleſs anguiſh'and deſpair, 
A while in ſilence o'er my fate repine 
Then, with a long farewel to love and care, 
1 1 22 W my 7 limbs N munh 
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Wilt thou, Monimia, ſhed a gracious tear, TY 23456 
On the cold grave where all my ſorro vs ret F 


Strew vernal flowers, applaud my love. ſincere, 
And bid the turf lie eaſy on my breaſt !. 


I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic com. 
plaint, which ſeemed ſo well calculated for my own diſ- 


appointment in love, that I could not help attaching the 


idea of Narciſſa to the name of Monimia, and af form- 
ing ſuch melancholy preſages of my paſſion, that I could 
not recover my tranquillity ; and was fain to have re- 
courſe to the bottle, which prepared me for a profound 
fleep, that I could not otherwiſe have enjoyed. Whe- 
ther theſe impreſſions invited and introduced a train of 
other metancholy refle&ions, or my fortitude was àll S 


hauſted in the effort I made agaiuſt deſpondence, during 
the firſt day of my impriſoameunt, I cannot determine; 


but I awoke in the horrors, and found my imagination 


" hauated with ſuch diſmal apparitions, that I was ready 


to deſpair ;— ——and | believe the reader will own, I 


had no great cauſe to congratulate myſelf, when I con- 


ſidered my ſituation. I was interrupted in the mid: 
of: theſe gloomy apprehenſions, by the arrivat of Strap, 
who contributed not a little to the re- eſtabliſnment of 
my peace, by letting me know that he had hired him- 
ſelf as a journeyman barber; by: which means he would 


be able not only to ſave me a conſiderable expence, but 


even make {ſhift to lay up ſomething for my ſubſiſtence: 


after my money ſhould be ſpear, in caſe I ſhould not be: 
| relieved before. | 1&1 


*. 


Mn LOEK, 


 frread Melopayr's tragedy, and conceive 4 vaſ} obirion of biei 


genius e recounts his\adventures. ' 


HILE we ate our breakfaſt together, I made 


I. 3 tion 
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tion of the poet, who came in with his play at that in- 
ſtant, and imagining we were engaged about buſineſs, 
could not be prevailed upon to fit ; but leaving his per- 
| formance, went away.—My friend's tender heart was 
melted at the fight of a gentleman and chriſtian (for he 
had a great veneration for both theſe epithets) in ſuch 
miſery ; and affented with great cheerfulneſs to a propo- 
ſal I made of clothing him with our ſuperfluities ; a taſk 
with which he charged himſelf, and departed immedi- 
ately to perform it. oY] 

He was no ſooner gone, than I locked my door, and 
fat down to the tragedy, which I read to the end with 
vaſt pleaſure, not a little amazed at the conduct of the 
managers who had rejected it. — The fable, in my opi- 


nion, was well choſen, and naturally conducted, the in. 
eidents intereſting, the characters beautifully contraſted, 
' Rrongly marked and well ſupported ; the diction poeti- 
ea, 1pirited, and correct; the unities of the drama 


maintained with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs: the o- 
pening gradual and engaging, the peripteiaia ſurpriſing, 
and the cataſtrophe affecting: In thort, I judged it by 


the laws of Ariſtotle and Horace, and could find nothing 
in it exceptionadle, but a little too much embelliſhment 


in ſome few places, which objection he removed to 


my ſatisfaction, by a quotation from Ariſtotle's Poetics, 


importing, that the leaſt intereſting parts of a poem 


.- ought to be raiſed and dignified by the charms and ener- 
- 'gy of diftion. | 


I revered his genius, and was ſeized with an eager 


--Euriolity to know the particular events of a fortune ſo 


unworthy of his merit. 


At that inſtant Strap return» 


ed with a bundle of clothes, which I ſent with my com- 


pliments to Mr. Melopoyn, as a ſmall token of my re- 

ard, and deſired the favour of his company to dinner. 
1 accepted my. preſent and invitation, and in leſs than 
half an hour made his appearance ta a decent dreſs, which 
altered his figure very much to his advantage.—-l per- 


- Ceived by his countenance, that his heart was big with 


gratitude, and endeayoured to prevent his ackuowledg · 


ments, by aſking pardon for the liberty 1 had taken ; be 
made no reply, but with an aſpe& full of admiration and 
elleem, bowed to the ground, while the tears guſhed 


from. 
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from his eyes. Affected with theſe ſymptoms of an in- 
genuous mind, I ſhifted the converſation, and compli- 
mented him. on his performance, which I aſſured him, 
afforded me infinite pleaſure. My approbation made 
him happy; dinner being ſerved, and Jackſon arrived, L 
begged their permiſſion for Strap to fit at table with us, 
after having informed them, that he was a perſon to 
whom I was extremely obliged;;. they were kind enough 
to grant that favour, and we ate together with: great 
harmony and ſatisfation., _ 5 h40% | 
Our meal being ended, I expreſſed my wonder at the 
little regard Mr. Melopoyn had met with from the worlds. 
and ſignified a deſire of hearing how he had been treated 
by the managers of the play houſes, to- whom, 1 under- 
Rood from Jackſon, he had offered his tragedy without 
ſucceſs. There is ſo little entertaining in the incidents 
«of my life (ſaid he) that L am- ſure the recical will not. 
&.recompenſe-your attention; but ſince you diſcover an 
« inclination to know them, I underitanyd my duty too 


& - 


« well to diſappoiat your deſire.” 


* 
* 


Y father, who was a curate in the country, being 
by the. narrowneſs of his circumitances, hindered 
from maintaining, me. at the univerſity,. took the charge 
of my education upon himſelf, and laboured with ſuch 
induſtry and concern in the undertaking, that I had lit · 
tle cauſe to regret the want of public maſters. Being at 
great pains to conſult my natural bias, he diſcovered in 
me, betimes, an inclination for poetry ; upon which he 
recommended me to an intimate acquaintance with the 
claflicks, in the cultivation of whrch, he aſſiſted me with 
paternal zeal and uncommon. erudition.. When he 
thought me ſufficiently acquainted wich. the ancients, he 
directed my ſtudies to the beſt modern. authors, French. 
and Italian, as well as Engliſh, and laid a particular in- 
junction upon me, to make myſelf maſter of my mother 
tongue. | , $6 

About the age of eighteen I grew ambitious ol under» 
taking a work of ſome conſequence ;' and with my fa» 
ther's approbation, actually planned the tragedy you have 
read; but before I had finiſhed four acts, that indulgent 
parent died, and left my mother and me in very indigent 
25 | : 1 4. cireumſtances. 
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circumſtances. A near relation eompaſſionating our diſ- 
treſs, took us into his family, where I brought my fable 
to a concluſion; and ſoon after that period my mother 
uitted this life. When my ſorrow for this mel>ncholy 
event had ſubſided, I told my kinſman, who was a far- 
mer, that having paid my laſt duty to my parent, I had 
now no attachment to detain me in the country, and 
therefore was reſolved to ſet out for London, and offer 
my play to the ſtage, where | did not doubt of acquiring 
a large ſhare of fame as well as fortune: in which caſe 
Iſhould not be unmindful of my friends and benefactors. 
My coufin was ravithed with the proſpect of my felicity, 
and willingly contributed towards the expence of fitting 
me out for my expedition. K 
Accordingly I took a place in the waggon, and arrived 
in town, where I hired an apartment in a garret, wile 
ling to live as frugal as poſſible, until 1 ſhould kao. what 
I bad to expect from the manager, to whom I intended 
to offer my play. For though I looked upon myſelf as 
perfectly ſecure of a good reception, imagining that a pa- 
tentee would be as eager: to receive, as | to preſent my 
production; I did not know whether or not be might be 
pre- engaged in favour of another author, a circumitance 
that would certainly retard my ſucceſs. On this conſide · 
ration too, I determined to be ſpeedy in my application, 
and even to wait upon one of the managers, the very 
next day. For this purpoſe, I inquired of my landlords. 
if he knew where either or both of them lived; and he 
being curious to know my buſineſs, and at the ſame time, 
appearing to be a very honeſt friendly man (a tallow- 
chandler) I made him *quainted with my defign ; upon 
which he told me, that I went the wrong way to work; 
that I thould not find fuch eaſy acceſs to a manager as [ 
imagined ; and that it L delivered my performance with» 
out proper recommendation, it would be as one to a thou- 
land it ever it thould be minded. Take my advice 
% (laid he) and your buſineſs is done. One of the paten- 
« tees is a good catholic, as I um, and uſes the (ſame fa. 
„ ther who conteſſes me. I will make you acquainted 
% with this good prieit, who is aa excellent ſcholar, aud 
eit he thould approve of your play, his recommendation 
„will go great way to determine Mr. Supple to bring. it 
eee 6 „on. 
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* on the ſage.” I applauded his expedient, and was 
introduced to the friar, who having peruſed the tragedy, 
was pleaſed to ſignify his approbation, and commended 
me, in particular, for having avoided all reflections upon 
religion. He promiſed to uſe all his influence with his 
ſon Supple in my behalf, and co inform himſelf that very 
day, at what time it would be proper for me to wait up- 
on him with the piece. He was punctual in perform- 
ing his engagement, and next morning gave me to un - 
derſtand that he had mentioned my affair to the mana - 
ger, and that I had no more to do, than to go to his - 
houſe any time in the forenoon, and make uſe of his 
name, upon which I ſhould find immediate admittance. 
I took this advice, put my performince in my boſom, 


and having received directions, went immediately to the 
— houſe of Me. Supple, and knocked at the door, which + 


had a wicket in the middle, faced with a net- work of 
iron. Through this a ſervant having viewed me for ſome 
time, demanded to know my buſineſs. I told him, my 
buſineſs was with Mr. Supple, and that I came from Mr. 
O Varniſh- He examined my appearance once more, 
then went away, returned in a few minutes, and ſaid his 
maſter was bufy and could not be ſeen, Although I was - 
a little mortiſied at my diſappointment, I was perſuaded ' 


that my reception was owing to Mr. Supple's iguorance of 


my errand; and that I might meet with no more obſtruc- 


tions of the ſame kind, I*defired Mr. O Varnith to be 


my introductor the next time. He complied with my 
requeſt, and obtained immediate admittance to the ma- 
nager, who received me with the utmoſt civility, and 
promiſed to read my play with the firſt convenience. By 
his own appointment I called again in a fortnight, but 
he was gone out; | returned in a week after, and the 
poor gentleman was extremely ill; I renewed my viſit in 
' a fortnight after that, and he aſſured me, he had been ſo 
much fatigued with buligeſs, that he had not been able 
as yet to read it to an end; but he would take the firſt 
opportunity: and in the mean time, obſerved, that what 
he had juſt ſeen of it was very entertaining. I comfort» 


\ 


ed myſelf. with this declaration a, few weeks longer, at- 


the end of which [ appeared again before his wicket, was 
let in, and found him laid up u ith the gout, I no ſoon- 
; | | 15 N 5 en” 
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er entered his chamber, then looking at me with a lan - 
guiſhing eye, he ſaid, Mr. Melopoyn, I'm heartily ſor- 
ry for an accident that has happened during my ill - 
«neſs. You muſt know, that my eldeſt boy, finding your 
4: manuſcript upon the table, in the dining room, where 
] uſed to read it, carried it into the kitchen, and leaving 
bit there, a negligent weneh of a cook-maid, miſtaking 
it for waſte paper, has expended it all but a few leaves 
« in ſinging fowls upon the ſpit. But I hope the mif- 
fortune is not irreparable, fince, no doubt, you have 
1 ſeveral copies. ot 6 pada? 
I proteſt to you, my good friend Mr. Random, I was 
extremely ſhocked at this information ; but the good · na- 
tured gentleman feemed to be fo much affected with my 
- misforiune, that I ſuppreſſed my concern, and told him, 
that although I had not another copy, I ſhould be able 


to retrieve the loſs by writing another from my memory, 


- which was very tenacious. You cannot imagine how 
well pleaſed Mr. dupple was at this affurance ; he begged 
I would ſet about ĩt immediately, and carefully revolve 
and recolle& every circumſtance, before I pretended to 
- commit it to paper, that it might be the ſame individual 
play he had peruſed. Encouraged by this injunction, 
which plainly demonſtrated how much he intereſted him- 
ſelf in the affair, I taſked my remembrance and induſ- 


try, and in three weeks produced the exact image Of the 


former, which was conveyed-to him by my good friend, 
father O Varniſh, who told me next day, that Mr. Sup- 
ple would reviſe it ſuperficially, in order to judge of its 
fameneſs with the other, and then give his final anſwer. 
For this examination I allotted a week; and in full con- 

_ fidence of ſeeing it acted in a little while, demanded an. 


audience of the manager, when that term was expived.. 


- But alas | the ſeaſon had ſlipt away iaſenfibly ; he con- 
- vinced me, that if my play had been put into rehearſal 


at that time, it could not have been ready for perform- 


üng until the end of March, when the benefit nights ame 
on 3. conſequently it would have interfered with the in- 
tereſt of che players 3 FRED it was not my buſineſs to. 
diſoblige. 4 | 33 
I was fain to acquieſce in theſe reaſons, which to be 
ſure were extremely juſt ; and to reſerve aaa 
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for the next ſeaſon,” when he hoped I would not be fo 
unlucky. Although it was 2 grievous diſappointment 


to me, who by this time began to want hoth money 


and neceſſaries; having, on the ſtrength of my expec · 
tation from the theatre, launched out into ſome extra- 
vagancies, by which the ſum I brought to town was al · 


ready almoſt conſumed. Indeed, I ought to be aſham- - 
ed at this circumſance of my conduct: For, my finan- 


ces were (ufficient wich good ceconomy, to have main- 
tained me comfortably. a whole year. You will perhaps 
be amazed when I tell you that in fix months I expend- 


ed not a farthing leſs than ten guineas : But when one 
| conſiders the temptations to which a young man is ex- 
poſed in this great city, eſpecially if he is addicted to 
pleaſure, as 1 am, the wonder will vaniſh, or at leaſt a · 
date. Nor was the cauſe of my concern limited to ay 


own ſituation entirely: I had writ an account of my 


reception to my kinſman the farmer, and deſired 


im to depend upon me for the money he had kindly ace 
commodated me with, about the end of February: which 
promiſe I now found myſelf unable to perform. Howe. 
ver, there was no remedy but patience: I applied to my 
landlord, who was a very good natured man, candidly 
owned my diftreſs, and begged his advice in laying down 


ſome: plan for my ſubſitence. He readily promiſed to 
conſult his confeſſor on this ſubjed, and in the mean: 
time, ſaid, I was welcome to lodge and board with him, 


until fortune put it in my power to make reſtitucion. 


Mr. O Varniſh being informed of my neceſſity, offered 
to introduce me to the author of a weekly paper, who, 
he did not doubt, would employ me in that way, pro- 


vided he ſhould find me duly qualified; hut upon inqui- 
ry, I underſtood that this journal was calculated to fo- 


ment diviſions. in the commonwealth, and therefore 1 


refuſed engaging in it. He then propoſed that I ſhould 


. write ſomething in the poetical way, which L might dif. 
Pole of to a bookſeller for a pretty ſum of ready money, 


and perhaps eſtabliſh my. own character. inco the bar- 


gain ; chis event would infallibly procure friends; and 
my tragedy would appear next ſeaſon to the belt advan · 
tage, by being ſupported both by intereſt and reputation. 


friends. 


Lwas charmed with this 7 and having heard what 
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friends Mr. Pope acquired by his paſtorals, ſet about a 
work of that kind, and in leſs than fix weeks compoſed 
as many eclogues, which I forthwith offered to an eminent 
bookſeller, who defired me to leave them for his peruſal, 
avd;he-wounld give me an anſwer in two days. At the 
end of that time, I went to him, when he returned the 
poems, telling me, they would not anſwer his purpoſe, 
and ſweete ned his refuſal by ſaying there were ſome good 
oſever lines in them. Not a little dejected at this re- 
buff, which, 1 learned from Mr. O Varniſh, was owing 
to the opinion of another author, whom this hookſeler 
always conſulted on theſe occaſions, I applied: to ano» 
ther perſan of the ſame profeſſion, who told me, the town . 
was cloyed with paſtorals, and adviſed me, if I intended 
to profit by my talents, to write ſomething ſatirical or 
Juſcious, ſuch as the Button Hole, Shockey and Towzer, the 
Leaky Vefjel, &c. and yet this was a man in years, who 
wore a reverend periwig, looked like a ſenator, and went 
regularly to church. Be that as it will, I ſcorned to 
proſtitute my pen ia the manner he propoſed ; and carri- 
ed my papers to a third, who aſſured me, that poetry 
was intirely out of his way; and aſked if I had got ne- 
ver a piece of ſecret hiſtory thrown into a ſeries of let- 
ters, or a volume of adventures, ſuch as thoſe. of Ro- 
binſfon Cruſoe, and Colonel Jack, or a collection of co- 
nundrums, wherewith to entertain the Plantations. 
Being quite unfurniſhed for this dealer, I had recourſe 
to another, with as little ſucceſs; and I verily believe 
was rejected by. the whole-trade. Eh” 
I was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf as a tranſ- 
lator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon, who was ſaid 
to entertain numbers of that claſs-in his pay; he aſſured 
me, he had already a great deal of that work on his hands, 


which he did not know what to do with; obſerved hat 


tranſlation was a mere drug, that branch of literature be- 
ing overſtock'd with an inundation of authors from 
North Britain; and aſked what IL would expect per ſheet 
to render the Latin claſſicks into Engliſh ? That I might 
not make myſelf too cheap, I determined to ſet a high 
price upon my qualifications, and aſked half a guinea. 
tor every tranſlated theet.—** Half a guinea !?? (cried he, 
uat ing at me)] then pauſed a little, and ſaid, he had no. 
| | occaſion 
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occaſion for my ſervice at preſent. I found my error, 
and reſolving to make amends; fell one half in my de- 
mands; upon which he ſtared at me again, and told me- 
His hands were full. Iattempted others without finding- 
employment, and was actually reduced to an uneomfort - 
able proſpect, when I bethought myfelf of offering oy 
talents to the printers of halfpenny ballads, and other 
ſuch occaſional eſſays as are hawked about the ſtreets. 
With this view, applied to one of the moſt noted and 
vociferous of this tribe, who directed me to a perſon 
whom I found entertaining a whole croud of them with + 
gin, bread and cheeſe; he carried me into a little back 
parlour, very neatly furniſhed; where I ſigniſied my de- 
fire of being enrolled among his writers; and was aſk» 
ed, what kind of compoſition I profeſſed? Uaderſtand- 
ing that my inclination led towards poetry, he expreſſed ; 


his ſatistaction, telling me one of his posts had loſt nis 


ſenſes, and was confined in Bedlam, and the other was 
become dozed with drinking drams; fo that he had not 
done any thing tolerable theſe many weeks. —- When L. 
propoſed, that we ſhould enter into terns of agreement 
he gave me to underitand that his bargains were always . 
conditional, and his authors paid i in 1 to _ 
ſale of theie works. 

Having therefore ſettled theſe coddiciong whieh (I: 
aſſure you) were not advantageous to me, he aſſigned 
me a ſubject for a ballad, which was to be finithed iu 
two hours; and [ retired to my garret in order to her- 
form his injunction.— s the theme happened to ſuit 
my fancy, I completed a pretty ſort of an ode, withia.. 
the time ſet, and brought it to him big with hope of 
profit and applauſe, He. read it in a twinkling, and to 
my. utter aſtoniſhment, told me it would not do, though 
indeed, he owned [ wrote a good hand, and ſpelled very 
well, but my language was coo high flo vn, and of con- 
ſequence not at all adapted to the capacity and talle of 
his cuſtomers. L promiſed to rectify that miſtake, and in 
half. an hour humbled my ſtyle to the comprehenſion of 
vulgar readers; he approved of the alteration, and gave 
me ſome hopes of fucczeding in time, tho“ he oblerved,. 
that my performance was dencient in the quaintnels of 


expreſſion that pleaſes the multitude: Hywever, to en- 
f courage 
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_ courage me, he ventured the expence of printing and 
Paper, and, if I remember aright, my ſhare of the ſale 
_ amounted to four pence halfbpen x. 
From that day I ſtudied the Grub · ſtreet manner with 
great diligence, and at length became ſueh a proficient, 
that my works were in great requeſt among the moſt 
Polite of the chairmen, draymen, hackney coachmeny 
footmen, and fervant maids: Nay, I have enjoyed the 
pleaſure of ſeeing my productions adorned with cuts, 
fed upon the wall as ornaments in beer-cellars and 
coblers* ſtalls; and have aQually heard them ſung in 
elubs of ſubſtantial tradeſmen. But empty praiſe (you 
know, my dear friend) will not ſupply the cravings of 
nature, I found myſelf in danger of ſtarving in the 
midſt of all my fame; for of ten ſongs- I compoſed, it 
was well if two had the good fortune to pleaſei For 
this reaſon I turned my thoughts to proſe, and during 
a tract of gloomy weather, publiſhed an apparition, on 
the ſubſtance of which I ſubſiſted very. comfortably a 
whole month: I have made many a good meal upon a 
monſter ;.a rape has often afforded me great ſatisfaQtion,. 
but a monſter well-timed, was my never- failing reſource. 
What then? T was a molt miſerable flave to my employ» 
ers, who expected to be furniſhed at a minute's warn- 
ing with proſe and verſe juſt as they thought the cie- 
cumſtances of the times required, whether the inclina> 
tion was abſent or preſent. Upon my ſincerity, Mr. Ran» 
dom, I have been ſo much peſtered and befieged by thoſe 
children of clamour-that life became a burden to me. 


+. 


| The continuat * and conclufion of Mr, Melopoy' s florys 
4 Y 


Made ſhift, to maintain myſelf till the beginning of 
the next winter, when I renewed my addreſſes to my 
friend Mr. Supple, and was moR graciouſly received 
<<. I-have been thinking þf your air, Mr, Melopoyn, 
es and am determined to ſhe W how far I have your in- 
tereſt at heart, by introducing you to a young no- 
«-bleman of my acquaintance, who. is remarkable 85 
f | | 4 | 4% his. 


* ; — 
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«his fine taſte in dramatic writings, and is, beſides, a 
« man of ſuch influence, that if once he ſhould approve 
«-of your play, his patronage will ſupport it againſt all 
4c the efforts of envy and ignorance : For I aſſure you; 


* that merit alone will not bring ſucceſs.— I have al. ö 
« ready ſpoke of your performance to lord Rattle, and 


« if you will call at my houſe in a day or two, you ſhalt 
% have a letter of introduction to his lordſhip.“ I was 
ſenſibly touched with this mark ot Mr. Supple's friends 


ſhip, and looking upon this affair as already done, went 


home, and imparted my good fortune to my landlorg, 


who, to render my appearance more acceptable to my 
| patron, procured-me a ſuit of clothes on his own credit. 
Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried my 
tragedy to his lordſhip's lodgings, and ſent it up along 


with Mr. Supple*s letter, by one of his ſervants, who de- 


fired me, by his lord's order, to return in a week. I did 


ſo, and was admitted :o his lordſhip, who received me 
very courteouſly, ſaid he had peruſe i my play, which he 
thought, on the whole, was the belt coup d effai he had 


ever ſeen; but that he had marked ſome places in the 
margin, which he imagined might be altered for the bet- 


ter.—[-was tranſported-with this. reception, and pro- 


miſed (with. many acknowledgments ) to be governed: 
ſolely by his advice and direction.—“ Well then, (ſaid. 


he) write another fair copy with the alterations I 
i propoſed, and bring it to me as ſoon as poſſible; for 


I. am reſolved to have it brought upon the tage this 
6% winter.” — You may be ſure I fer about this taſk with 
alacrity, and although I. found his lordſhip's remarks 


much more numerous, and of leſs importance than I 


expected, I thought it was not my intereſt to diſpute. 
upon trifles with my patron ;. therefore new mgdelled it 


according to his deſire, in leſs than a month. 


When E.waitgd upon him with the manuſcript, I found 


one of the actors at breakfaſt with his lordſhip, who in- 


troduced him. co my acquaintance, and deſired him to 


read a ſcene of my play. This taſk he performed very 
much to my ſatis faction with regard to emphaſis and pro- 
nunciation ;. but he ſignified his diſguſt at ſeveral words 
in every page, which I.preſuming to defend, Lord Rat- 
tle peremptocrily, told me, L mult not pretend to diſpute 


bo. with 
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with him,who had been a player theſe twenty years, and 
underſtood the cecohomy of the ſtage better than any man 
living. I was forced to ſubmit, and his lordfliip propoſed 


the ſame actor ſhould read the whole play, in the even- 
ing, before ſome gentlemen of his acquaintance whom 
he would convene at his lodgings for that purpoſe, 


1 was preſent at the reading; and I proteſt to you, 


my dear friend, I never underwent ſuch a ſevere trial 


in the whole courſe of my life as at that juncture, for 


although the player may be a very honeſt man, and a 


good performer; he was exceſſively illĩterate and aſſuming 


and made a thouſand frivolous objections, Which I was 


not permitted to anſwer: However, the piece was very 


much applauded on the whole; the gentlemen preſent, 


who, 1 underſtood, were men of fortune, promiſed to 


countenance and ſupport it as much as they could ; and 
Eord Rattle aſſuring me that he would act the part of a 
careful nurſe to it, defired me to carry it home, and alter 


it immediately according to their remarks :—[ was fain 


to acquielce in his determination, and fulfilled his injune- 
tions with all the expedition in my power; but before I 
could preſent the new copy, my good friend Mr. Supple 
had diſpoſed of his property and patent to one Mr. Bray- 
er; fo that freſh intereſt was to be made with che new 
manager--—= This taſk-Lord Rattle undertook, having 
ſome acquaintance with him, and recommended my per- 
formance fo ſtrongly, that it was received. | 


I looked upon myſelf now as upon the eve of reaping 
the fruits of all my labour: I waited a few days in expec- 
tation of its being put into rehearſal, and wondering at the 
delay, applied to my worthy patron, who exeuſed Mr. 


Brayer becauſe of the multiplicity of buſineſs in which 


he was involved, and bade me beware of teazing the pa- 


tentee. I treaſured up this caution, and exerted my pa- 
tience three weeks longer; at the end oÞ®which his lord» 


ſhip gave me to underſtand that Mr. Brayer had read my 
play, owned it had undubitable merit; but as he had 


long been pre-engaged to another author, he could not 
poſſibly repreſent it that/ſeaſon; though, it I would re- 
ſerve it for the next, and in the interim, make ſuch al- 


terations as he had propofed by obſervations on the 


margin, I might depend upon his compliance. 
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- 'Thunderſruck atthis diſappointment, I could not, for 
fore minutes, utter one ſyllable : At length, however, I 
complainedbitterly"of the manager*sinfincerity in amuſ- 
ing ine ſo long, when he knew from the beginning, he 
could nat gratiſy my deſire. But his lordſhip reprimand» 
ed me for my freedom, ſaid Mr. Brayer was a man of ho- 
nour, and impured his behaviour with reſpe@ to me, to 
nothing elſe but forgertutneſs. And indeed I have had 
ſome reaſon ſince that time, to be convinced of his bad 
memory: for, in ſpite of appearances, I will not allow 
myſelf to interpret his conduct any other way. Lord: 
Rattle obſerving me very much affected with my diſap - 
pointment, offered his intereſt to bring on my play at 
the other houſe, which I eagerly accepting, he forthwith 
wrote à letter of recommendation to Mr. Bellower, actor 
and prime miniſter to Mr. Vandal, proprietor of that the- 
atre; and deſired me to deliver it with my tragedy di- 
rely. Accordingly I haſtened to his houſe, where, af- 
ter having waiced a whole hour in a lobby, I was admit- 
ted to his preſence, and my performance received with 
great ſtate.— He told me he was extremely buſy at pre- 
tent, but he would peruſe it as toon as poſſible; and bade 
ine Call again in a week. I took my leave, not a little 
altomithed at the port and ſupereilious behaviour of this 
ſtage · pla yer, who had not tt᷑eat ed me with good manner; 
and began to think the dignity of a poet greatly impaired: 
ſince the days of Euripides and Sophocles ; but all this. 
was nothing in compariton of what I have fince obſerved. 
Well, Mr. Random, I went back at the appointed time, 
and was told that Mr. Bellower was engaged, and could. 
not ſee me. I repeated my viſit a few days after, and. 
having waited a conſiderable time, was favoured, with an: 
audience, during waich, he faid, he had notas yer read 
my. play. Nettled at this uſage, I could not contain my- 
ſelf, but telling him I imagined he would bave paid more 
detercnce to Lord Rattle's recommendation, demand» 
ed my manuſcript with ſome expreſſions of reſentment. 
& Ay, (laid he, in a theatrical tone) with all my heart.“ 
Tnen pulling out a dra wer of the bureau, at which he ſat, 
he took out a bundle, d threw it upon a table that was 
gear. him, pronouncing the word“ There, with great 


that. 
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that it was a comedy, told him it did not belong to me; 
upon which he offered me another, which I alſo diſclaim. 
ed. A third was produced, and rejected for the ſame 
reaſon. At length he pulled out a whole handful, and 
| ſpread them before me, ſaying, ** There are ſeven —— 
take which you pleaſe—or take them all.” I ſingled 
out my own, and went away, ſtruck dumb with admi- 
ration at what I had feen—not ſo much on account of 
his infolence, as of the number of new plays, which from 
this circumſtance I concluded were yearly offered to the 
'flage.——— You may be fure, I did not fail to carry my 
complaint to my patron, who did not receive it with all 
the indignation I expe&ed ; but taxed me with precipi- 
tation, and told me I muſt bear with the humours of the 
players, if I intended to write for the ſtage.—“ There 
. .* js now no other remedy-(ſaid he) but to keep it till the 
next ſeaſon for Mr. Brayer, and alter it at your leiſure, 
«in the ſummer, according to his directions.“ — I was 
now reduced to a terrible alternative, either te quit all: 
hopes of my tragedy, from which | had allalcng promiſ- 
ed myſelf a large ſhare of fortune and reputation, or to 
encounter eight long months of adverſity in preparing 
for, and expecting its appearance.——This laſt penance, 
painful as it was, ſeemed moſt eligible to my reflection 
at that time, and therefore I reſolved to undergo it. 
Why ſhould I tire you with particulars of no conſe · 
quence ? I wreflled with extreme poverty, until the time 
of my probation was expired ; and went to my Lord 
Rattle, in order to remind him of my affair, when I un- 
derſtood, to my great concern, that his lordſhip was juſt 
. on the point of going abroad, and, which was Rill more 
unfortunate for me, Mr. Brayer had gone into the coun- 
try; ſo that my generous patron had it not in his power 
to introduce me perſonally, as he intended; However; 
he wrote a very trong letter to the manager in my fa- 
vour, and put him in mind of the promiſe he had made 
in behalf of my play. | | 
As ſoon as I was certified of Brayer's return, I went 
to his houſe with this letter, but was told he was gone 
out. I called again next day e. ly in the morning, re · 
ceived the ſame anſwer, and was deſired to leave my 
name and buſigeſs ; I did ſo, and returned the day 2 
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when the ſervant ill affirmed that his maſter was gon? 
abroad: though I perceived him as I retired, obſerving 

me through a window, Incenſed at this diſcovery, I 
went to a coffee-houſe hard by, and incloſing his lord- 
ſkip's letter in one from myſelf, demanded a eategorical 


anſwer. I ſent it to his houſe by a porter, who return: 


ned in a few minutes, and told me Mr. Brayer would be 
glad to- ſee me at that inſtant. I obeyed theſummons, 
and was received. with ſuch profuſton of compli nents 
and apologies, that my reſentment immediately ſubſide 
ed, and I was even in pain for the concern. which this 


_ honeſt man ſhewed at the miſtake of his ſervant, who, it 


ſeems, had been ordered to deny him to every body but 
me. He expreſſed the ntmoſt veneration for his good 
and noble friend Lord Rattle, whom he ſhould always. 


be proud to ſerve ; pror:iſed to peruſe the play with all 


diſpatch, and give me a meeting upon it; and as a tef- 
timony of his edeem made me a preſent of a general 


order for the ſeaſon, by which I ſhould be admitted to 
any part of the theatre. This was a very agreeable 


compliment to me, whoſe greateſt pleaſure conſiſted in 
ſeeiug dramatic performances, and you need not doubt 
that 1 often availed myſelt of my privilege. As L had 


an opportunity of being behind the ſcenes when I pleaſe 


ed, I frequently converied with Mr. Brayer about my 
play, and atked when he intended to put it into rehearſal;. 


but he had always ſo much buſineſs upon his hands, that 
it remained with him unopened. a conſiderable while 3. 


and I became very uneaſy about the ſeaſon, that waſted 


apace, when I ſaw in the papers, anotlier new play ad- 


vertiſed, which had been written, offered, accepted and 


rehearſed in the compals of three months. Gueſs how: 
much [ was contounded at this event l Lown to you that 
in che firſt tranſports of my rage, I ſuſpected Mr. Bray» 


er of having acted towards me in the moſt perfidious 
manner; and was actually glad at his diſappointmentia 


the ſuccels of his favourite piece, which, by the ſtrength 
of art, lingered till the third night, and then died in a 


de plorable manner. But now that paſſion has no ſhare 
in my reflection, I am willing to aſcribe his behaviour to 
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know, are natural defects that are more worthy of eom- 
paſſion than reproach. 6 
About this time 1 happened to be in eompany with a 
gentlewoman, who having heard of my tragedy, told 
me, ſhe was acquainted with the wife of a gentleman, 
who was well known to a lady, who had great intereſt 
with a perſon who was intimate with Earl Sheerwit, and 
that it I pleaſed ſhe would uſe her influence in my behalf. 
— As this nobleman had the character of a Mæcenas in 
the nation, and could ſtamp a value upon any work by his 
ſole countenance and approbation, I accepted her offer 
with eagerneſs, in tull confidence of ſeeing my reputa- 
tion eſtabliſhed, and my withes fulfilled in a thort time, 
if I ſhould have the good fortune to pleaſe his Lord- 
ſhip's taſte. I withorew the manuſeript from the hands 
of Mr. Brayer, and committed it to the care of this gen- 
tle woman, ho labuured ſo effectually in my intereſt, 
that in leis than a month it was conveyed to the- Earl, 
and in a few weeks after, 4 had the ſatisfaction to hear, 
that he read and approved it very much. Tranſported 
with this piece of intelligence, 1 flaitered myſelf with 
the hopes of his intereſting himſelf in its tavour ; but 
hearing no more ot the matter in three whole months, 
I began to ſuſpect the veracity of the perſon who brought 
me the good tidings ; for I thought it impoſſible, that 
'a man ot his rank and character, who knew the gifficul- 
ty ot writing a good tragedy, and underſtood the digni- 
ty of the work, ſhould read and applaud an eſſay ot this 
kind, withopt feeling an inclinatiog to befriend che au- 
| -thor, whom his countenance alone could raile above de- 
| pendence.— But it was not long beiore I found my 


friend very much wronged by my opinion. 

Lou muit know that ihe civilities I had received from 
Lord Rattle, and the deſire he maniteited to promote the 
ſucceis ot my play, encouraged me to write an account of 


| my bad fortune to his lordthip, who condeſcended fo far 

| as. to deſixe, by letter, a young Squire of a great eſtate, 
with whom he was intimate, to eipoule iny cauſe, and, in 

| particular, make ine acquaiuted with one Mr, Marmozet 

| a celebrated player, who had lately appeared on the ſtage 

| With aſtoniſhing eclat, and bore ſucn {way iu the houle. 

where he acted, tuat the. managers durit not refuſe any 

. ä thing, 
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thing he recommended. The young gentleman whom 
Lord Rattle had employed for this purpoſe, being diffi» 
dent of his own intereſt with Mr. Marmozet, had re- 
courſe to a nobleman of his acquaintance, who, at his 
ſolicitation was ſo good as to introduce me to him ; and 
the converſation turning upon my performances, I was 
not a little ſurpriſed, as well as pleaſed, to hear, that, 


Earl Sheerwit had ſpoken very much in its praiſe, and 


ſent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a meſſage expreſſing 
a deſire that he would act in it next ſeaſon. - Nor was 
the favourite actor backward in commending the piece 
which he mentioned with ſome expreſſions of regard, that 
I do not chooſe to repeat; aſſuring me that he would 
appear in it, provided he ſhould be engaged to play at all 
during the enſuing ſeaſon, In the mean time, he defired 
me to give hiarleave to peruſe it in the country, whither 
he intended to remove next day, that he might have. 
leiſure to conſider and point out ſuch alterations as might, 
perhaps, be neceffary for its repreſentation j and took 
my direQion, that he might communicate by letter the 


_ obſervations he thould make. Trutting co theſe. aſ- 


ſurances, and the intereſt which had been made in my 
behalf, I hugged myſelt in the expectation of ſeeing it 
not only ated, but ated to the greateſt advantage, and 
this 1 thought could not fail of recompenſing me in an 


ample manner for the anxiety and affliction | had unders-. 
gone: But fix weeks being elapicd, 1 did not know. hew 


to reconcile Mr. Marmozet's filence, with his promiſe of 
writing to me in ten days after he ſet out for the country 
however, I was at favoured with a letter, importing 
that he had made ſome remarks on my tragedy, which 
he would freely impart at meeting, and adviting me to 
put it, without loſs of time, into the hands of chat ma- 
nager, who had the beſt company; as he himſelf was 
quite uncertain, whether or not he ſhould be engaged 
that winter.—-I was a good deal alarmed at the lait part 
of his letter, and adviied about it with a friend, who told 
me, it was a plain indication of Mr. Marmoz::?s deſire 
to get rid of his promiſe: that his pretended uncertain- 
ty about acting next winter, was no other taan a ſcan- 
dalous evation; for, to his certain knowledge, he was 
already engaged, or at leaſt, in terms with Mr. Try 
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and that his deſign was to diſappoint me in favour of u 


new comedy, which he had purchaſed of the author, and 
intended to bring upon the ſtage for his own advantage. 
un hort, my dear Sir, this perſon, who, I muſt own, 
isof a ſanguine complezion, handled the moral character 
of Mr. Marmozet with fuch ſeverity, that I began to 
ſuſpect him of ſome particular prejudice, and put myſelf 
upon my guard againſt his inſinuations. I ought to 
crave pardon for this tedious narration of trivial circum» 
ſtances, which, however intereſting they may be to me, 
wuſt certainly be very dry and inſipid to the ear of one 
unconcerned in the affair. But I underitand the mean - 
ing of your looks, and will proceed. Well, Sir, Me 


Marmozet, upon his return to town, treated me with 


uncommon complaiſance, and invited me to his lodg · 
ings, where he communicated his remarks, which I con- 
feſs were more untavourable than I expected, but I an- 
ſwered his objections, and, as I thought, brought him 


_ over to my opinion; for, on the whole, he ſignified the 
higheſt approbation of the performance. In the courſe 


of our diipute I was not a little ſurpriſed to find this 
poor gentleman's memory fo treacherous as to let him 
forget what he had faid to me, before he went out of 
town, in regard to Zarl Sheerwit's opinion of my play, 
which he now profeſſed himielf ignorant of, and I was 
extremely mortified at hearing from his own mouth, that 
his intereſt with Mr. Vandal was to very low, as to be 
inſufficient of itſelf to bring a new piece upon the age. 
I then begged his advice, and he counſelled me to apply 
to Earl Sheerwit for a meflage in m favour to the ma- 
nager, who would not pretume to refuſe any thing re- 
commended by ſo great a man: and he promiſed to 
ſecond this meſſage with all his power. | had immedi» 


ate recourſe to the worthy gentlewoman my friend al- 
ready mentioned, who opened the channels of her con- 


veyance with ſuch expedition, that in a few days I had 
A promile ot the meſſage, provided 1 could aſſure my- 
ſelt ot Mr. Vandal's being unengaged to any other au- 


thor; tor his Lordihip did not choote to condeſcend to 
tar, until he ſhould underitand that there was a proba- 


binty ot jucceeding; at the ſame time thai bleſſed me 


* 


* 3 


dith this piece ot news, I was tartled at another, by 
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rhe ſame canal of communication; which was, that Mr. 
Marmozet, before he adviſed me to this application, had 
informed the Earl, that he had read ny play, and found 
it altogether unfit for the ſtage. — Though I could not 
doubt the cer tainty of this intelligence, I believed there 
was ſome miſapprehenſion in the caſe; and without 
taking any notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet the anſwer 
I had been favoured with; and he promiſed to aſk Mr. 
Vandal the queſtion propoſed.— I waited upon him in 
a day or two, when he gave me to underſtand, that Mr. 
Vandal having profeſſed himſelf free of all engagements, 
he had put my play into his hands, and repreſented it as 
a piece ſtrongly recommended by Earl Sheerwit, whoy 
(he aſſured him) would honour him with a meſſage in 
its favour; and he defired me to call for an anſwer at 
Mr. Vandal's houſe, in three days. —I followed his di- 
redions, and found the manager, who, being made ac - 
quainted with my buſineſs, owned that Mr. Marmozet 
had given him a manuſcript play, bat denied that he had 
mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name. When I informed 
him of the circumitances of the affair, he ſaid, he had 
no engagement with any author; that he would read my 
tragedy torchwith and did not believe he ſhonld venture 
to reje& it in contradiction to his Lordthip's opinion, 
for which he had the utmoſt veneration, but put it iato 
rehearſal without loſs of time. I was ſo much intoxicat - 
ed with this encouragement, that I overlooked the my- 
ſterious conduct of Mr. Marmozet, and attended the 
manager at the time appointed, when, to my iafinite 
confuſion, he pron d my play improper for the tage 
and rejected it accordingly. As ſoon as I could recol»s 
lect myſelf from the diſorder inco which this unexpected 
refuſal had thrown me, I begged to hear his objections, 
which were ſo grouadleſs, indiſtinct, and unintelligible, 
that I perſuaded myſelf he had not at all peruſed tae 
piece, but had been prompted by ſomebody, whoſe lei- 
fons he had not rightly retained, However, I have been 
fince informed, that the poor man's head, which was 
not naturally very clear had been diſordered - with ſu- 
perſtition, and that he laboured under the tyranny of. a 
wite, and the terrors of hell fire at the {lame time. 
8 Ds ene in this manner from the bighelt pinn. _ of 
Fe; 
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hape, to the abyſs of deſpondence, I was ready. to fink. 
under the burden of my affliction; and in the bitterneſs 
of my angniſh, could not help having ſome doubts of Mr. 
Marmozet's integrity, when I recollected and compared 
the circumſtances of his condu@ towards me. I was 
encouraged in this ſuſpicion, by being told, that my 
Lord Sheerwit had ſpoke of his character with great con- 
tempt; and, in particular, reſented his inſolence in op- 
poſing his own taſte to that of his Lordſhip concerning 
my tragedy. While I heſitated between diffecent opi · 
nions of the matter, that friend, who, (as I told you be - 
fore) was a little hot headed, favoured me with a viſit, 
and having heard a eircumſtantial account of the whole 
effair, could not contain his indignation, but affirmed 
without ceremony, that Marmozet was the ſole occaſion 
of my diſappointment; that he had acted from firſt to 
laſt with the utmoſt diſſimulation, cajoling me with in- 
ſinuating civilities, while he underhand employed all his 
art and influence to prejudice the ignorant manager a- 
gainſt my performance; that nothing could equal his 
hypocrily but his avarice, which engroſſed the taculties 
of his of much, that he ſcrupled not to be guil:y of 
the ineaneſt practices to gratity that ſordid appetite ; 
that in conſequence ot this diſpoſition, he had proſtitu- 
te d his honour in betraying my inexperience, and in, un- 
dermining the intereſt of another author of eſtabliſhed 
reputation, who had offered a tragedy to the ſtage, which 
he thought would intertere with the ſucceſs of the comedy 
he had bought, and determined to bring on at all events. 
I was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a monſter, 
which none would think exiſted in the world, bad as it is, 
and argued againſt the aſſe verations of my friend, by 
de monſtrating the bad policy of fuch behaviour, which 
could not fail of entailing intamy upon the author; and 
the (mall temptation a man of Mr. Marmozet's figure 
and iucceſs, could have to coaſult his intereſt in ſuch a 
groveliug manner, which muit create contempt and ab- 
borrence of him in his patrons and effeQually deprive. 
him ot the protection he enjoyed in ſuch. an eminent de» 
gree. He pretended to laugh'at my fimplicity, and aiky 
ed it 1 knew tor which of his virtues he was ſo much 
cal eſſed by people of fathion.—it is not {faid he) we 
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te the qualities of his heart, that this little paraſite is 
& jnvited tothe tables of Dukes and Lords, who hire ex» 
« traordinary cooks for his entertainment: his avarice 
6 they fee not, his ingratitude they feel not, his hypo ; 
&« criſy accommodares itſelf to their humours, and is of 
& confequence pleaſing; but he is chiefly courted for his- 
© buffoonery, and will be admitted into the chniceit pare 
« ties of quality for his talent of mimicking Punch and 
« his wite Joan, when a poet of the moſt exquiſite genius 
© js not able to attract the leaſt regard.” —God forbid, 
Mr. Random, that I hould credit aſſertions that degrade ' 
the dignity of our ſuperiors ſo much, and repreſent that 
poor man as the moſt abj:& of all beings! No! I looks 
ed upon them as the hyperboles of paſſion; and though 
that comedy of which he ſpoke, did appear, I dare not 
doubt the innocence of Mr. Marmozet, who, I am told, 
is as much as ever in favour with the Earl; a-circum+ 
ſtance that, ſurely, could not be, unleſs he had vindicated + 
his character to the ſatistaction of his Lorithip, Pray 
forgive this long digreſſion, and give me the hearing a 
little longer; for, thank heaven! I am now near e goal. 

Baffled in all my attempts, I deſpaired of ſeeing my 
play ated; and bethought myſelf of chooſiag ſome em- 
ployment, that might afford a ſure though mean ſubſiſt- 


ence; But my landlord, to whom I was by this time 


conliderably indebted, and who expected his money all 
in a heap, from the profits of my third night, could not 
brook his diſappointment, therefore made another effort 


in my behalt, and by dint ot intereti, procured a meſſage 


from a lady of faſhion to Mr. Brayer, who had always 


profeſſed a great veneration for her, deſiring that he 


would ſet up my play forthwith, and aſſured him that 


ſhe and all her friends would ſupport it in the pertor- 
mance: to ſtrengtnen my intereſt, the engaged his belt 


actors in my cauſe; and in ſhort exerted nerielt fo much 
that it was again received, and my hopes began to revives 


— But: Mr. Brayer, was ſo much engaged by buſineſs 
of vaſt conſequence, though to appearance he had no- 
thing at all to do, that he could not find time to readit 
'vatil the ſeaſon was pretty far advanced and read it he 
m lit, for notwithſtanuing his having peruſed it before, his 
memory did not retain one circumitance of the matter. 
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At length he favoured it with attention, and having 
propoſed certain alterations, ſent his duty to the lady 
"who patronized it, and promiſed, on his honour, to 
bring it on next winter provided theſe alterations ſhould 
'be made, and the copy delivered to him before the end 
of April. —With an aching heart, I ſubmitted to theſe 
conditions, and performed them accordingly : But for. 
tune owed me another unforeſeen mortification ; Mr. 
Marmogzet during the ſummer, became joint paientee 
with Mr. Braycr, fo that when Iclaimed performance of 
articles, he ſaid, he could do nothing without the conſent 
of his partner, who was pre-engaged to another author, 
My condition was rendered deſperate by the death of 
my good friend and landlord, whole executors obtained 
a judgment againſt my effects, which they ſeized, turn · 
ed me out into the ſtreets naked, friendleis, and forlorn ; 
rhere I was arreſted at the ſuit of my taylor, and thrown 
into this priſon, where I have made lhift to live theſe 
five weeks on the bounty ot my fellow priſoners, who, L 
hope, are not the worſe for the inſtruction and good 
« fhices which I manifeſt my gratitude ; but in ſpice 
ot all their charitable endeavours, my life was ſcarce 
"tolerable until your uncommon benevolence enabled me 
to enjoy it with comfort. 


H A D. i. 


T7 am ſeized with a deep melancholy, and become a floven, 
um relieved by my uncle—— —bhe prevails upon 
* "me to engage with his owners, as ſurgeon of the ſhip 
.- avhich he commands — he makes me a confiderable preſent 
entertain, Strap as his ſteward { take leaue 
.- "of my friends, and go on board —— —the ſhip arrives at 
the Downs. . * ry 2 


= hall not make any reflęctions on this ſtory, in the 
1 courſe of which the reader muſt perceive how egre - 
10ufly the ſimplicity and milky diſpoſition of this worthy 
man had been duped and abuſed by a ſet of ſcoundrels, 
who were ſo habituated to falſehood and equivocation, 
chat 1 verily believe, they would have found the utmoſt 
FL N _  dithculty 
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difficulty in uttering one ſyllable of truth, though their 
lives depended upon their ſincerity. Not withſtan ding 
all T had ſuffered from the knavery and ſelfiſhneſs of 
mankind, LI was amazed at the baſe indifferznce which 
ſ..Fered ſuch uncommon merit as he poſſeſſed, to languith 
in ohſeurity, and ſtruggle with all the miſerizs of a loach-· 


ſme jiil ;—and ſhould have bleſſed the Hecaſion that (2» 


cluded me from ſuch a perfidious world, had not the re- 
membrance of the amiable Narciſſa preſerved my attach · 
ment to that ſociety of which ſhe conſtituted a part.— - 
The picture of that lovely creature was the conſt ant 
compa'ion of my ſolitude: How often did I coatemplate 
the reſemblance of thoſe enchanting features that firit 
_ Captivated my heart !-—How often weep over thoſe en; 
dearing ſcenes her image recalled, and how often curſe 
my perfidious fate for robbing me of the fair original! 
In vain did my imagination flatter me wich ſchemes of 
tuture happineſs ; ſurly reaſon interpoſed, and i a mo- 
ment overthrew the unſubſtantial fabrick, by chaſtiſing 
the extravagance of my hope, and repreſenting my un - 
happy ſituation in the right point of view: ain dic 
I Ay for retuge to the amuſements of t' , place, and en- 
gage in the parties of Jackſon, at cards, billiards, nine 
pins, and fives; a train of melancholy thoughts took 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul, which even Melopoyn could not 
divert, —I ordered trap to enquire every day at Ban- 


ter's lodgings, in hopes of hearing from my charmer 


and my diſappointment confiderably augmented my cha- 
grin.— My affeQionate valet was infected with my ſor - 
row, and often ſat with me whole hours without ſpeak 


ing, uttering ſigh for figh, and thedding tear for tear. 


This tellowlhip increaſed our diſtemper; he became in- 
capable to work, and was diſcarded; while I, ſeeing my 


money melt away, without any certainty of deliverance, - 


and in ſhort all'my hopes fruſtrated; grew negligent of 


life, loſt all appetite, and degenerated into ſuch a floven, 
that during the {pace of two months, I was ngither wath- 
ed, ſhifted, nor ſhaved; ſo that my tace, rendered meagre 
with ab(tinence, was obſcured with dirt andoverſhadowed 


with hair, and my whole appearance ſqualid and even 


- frightful ; when, one day, Strap brought me notice, that 


there was a, man b:low who wanted to ſpeak with me. 
„ K 2 38 Rouſed 
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Rouſed at this intelligence, and in full hopes of receiv- 
10g a letter from the dear object of my love, I ran down 
ſtairs with the utmoſt precipitation, and found, to my 
infinite ſurpriſe, my generous uncle Mr. Bowling! Tranſ- 
ported at the ſight, I ſprung forward to embrace him. 
; Upon which he ſtarted aſide with great agility, drew his 
+» FHhangerand put himſclt upon his guard, crying, © Avaſt, 
„brother, avaſt! ſheer off Yo ho! you turnkey, why 
% don't you keep a better look out? here's one of vou 
* crazy priſoners broke from his laſhings, I do ſuppoſe.” “ 
IJ could not help laughing+heartily at his miſtake ; but 
this 1 ſoon rectified by my voice, which he inſtantly re- 
collected, and {hook me by the hand with great afﬀfeQtion, 
teſtifying his concern at ſeeing me in luch a wilerablz 
condition. CE 
I conducted him to my apartment, where in preſence 
of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one of my belt 
triends, he gave me to underitand, that he was juſt ar- 
rived from the coalt of Guinea, after having made a 
pretty ſucceſsſul voyage, in which he had acted as mate, 
until the ſhip was attacked by a French privateer ; that 
the captain being k lled during the engagement, he had 
taken rhe command, and was ſo fortunate as to ſink the 
enemy: after which exploit he fell in with a merchant 
hip from Martinico, laden with iugar, indigo, and ſome 
ſilver; and, by virtue of his letter of marque, attacked, 
' took, and brought her ſafe into Kinſale in Ireland, where 
. ſhe was condemned as a lawful prize; by which means 
| he had not only got a pretty ſum ot money, bur allo 
acquired the favour of his owners, who had already 
conterred upon him the command of a large ſhip, mount- 
ed with twenty nine pounders, ready to tail upon a ve- 
ry advantageous voyage, which he was not at liberty to 
diſcover.— And he aſſured me, that it was with the 
greatelt difficulty he had found me, in conſequence of 
a direction left for him at his lodgings at Wapping. 
I was rejoiced beyond meaſure, at this account of his 
good fortune; and, at his defire, recounted all the ad · 
ventures that had happened to me ſince we parted. When 
he underſtood the particulars of Strap's attachment to 
me, he ſqueezed his hand very cordially, and promiſed to 
make a man of him; then giving me teu guineas for my 
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preſent occaſion, took a direction for the taylor who 


arreſted me, and went away, in order to diſcharge the 


debt, telling me at parting, that he would ſoon fetch 
up all my leeway with a wet fail. | 

I was utterly confounded at this ſudden tranſition, . 
which affected me more than any reverſe I had formerly 
felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas ruſhed impetuouſly 
upon my imagination, that my reaſon could neither ſe- 
parate nor connect them; when Strap, whoſe joy had 
manifeſted itſelf in a thouſand fooleries, came into my 
room with his ſhaving utenſils, and without any previous 
intimation, began to lather my beard, whiſtling” with 
great emotion all the-while, I ſtarted from my reverie, . 
and being too well acquainted with Strap, to truſt my - 
ſelf in his hands while he was under ſuch agitation, de- 
ſired to be excuſed, ſent for another barber, and ſuffered 
myſelf to be trimmed. Having performed the ceremo. 
ny of ablution, I ſhifted, and dreſſed in my gayeſt ap- 
parel, waited for the return of my uncle, who was a. 
greeably ſurpriſed at my ſudden transformation. 


This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my creditor, 


and obtained an order for- my diſeharge, ſo that I was 


no longer a priſoner; but as I had ſome reluctance to 


owling to favour us with his company, and invited 
Mr. Melopoyn and Jackſon to ſpend the evening at my 
apartment, where | regaled them with a ſupper, good 
wine, and the news of my releaſe on which they hearti- 
ly congratulated me, notwithſtanding the loſs of my 


pact with wy fellows in diſtreſs, I prevailed upon Mr. 


company, which they ſaid they ſhouid ſeverely feel. As- 


for Jackſon, his mistortunes made fo little impreſſion on 
himſelf, and he was ſo looſe, indifferent, and indiſereet, 


that I could ſcarce pity his ſituation: But I had con- 
ceived a veneration and friendſhip for the poet, who was, 


in all reſpects, an obj. much more worthy of compaſ- 


fion and regard. When our guelts withdrew and my 
uncle had retired, with an intention to viſit me next 
morning, I made up a bundle of ſome linen, and other 


neceſſaries, and bidding Strap carry them to Mr. Melo- 

Poyn's lodging, went thither myſelf, and preſf:d it upon 

his acceptance, with five guineas, which with much diffi. 

culty he received, aſſuring me at the ſame time, that he 
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ſhould never have it in his power to make ſatisfaction. 
then aſked if i could ſerve him any other way; to which 
he anſwered, * You have already done too much;” and 
unable to contain the emotions of his ſoul any longer, 
burſt into tears, and wept aloud, Moved at the ſpece 
tzcle, I left him to his repoſe, and when my uncle re + 
turned in the morning, repreſented his charactei in ſuch. 
a favourable light, that the honeſt ſeam In was aff-&ed 
with his diſtreſs, and determined to follow my example, 
in preſenting him with five pieces more: Upon which, 
that I might ſave him ſome confuſion, I adviſed Mr. 
Bowling to incloſe it in a letter to be delivered by 
Strap after we ſhould be gone. | Hos 
This was accordingly done. I took a formal leave of 
all my acqua intance in the jail, and juſt as | was bout 
to ten into a hackney coach at the gate, J.ckfon calling 
me, I returned, and he aſked me in a whiſper,.if I could 
Id him a ſbilling? His demand being fo moderate, and 
in all ikelihood, the laſt he would make upon me, I ſlipt 
a guinea into his hand, which he no ſooner perceived, 
than he cried, 4 O Jeſus ! a'guinea !” then laying hold 
of a button of my coat, broke out into an immoderate fit 
of laughter; and when his convulſion was ended, told 
me, I was an honeſt fellow, and let me go. The coach- 
man was ordered to drive to Mr. Bowling's lodgings, 
where, when we arrived, he entered into a ſerious diſ- 
courſe with me on the ſubject of my ſitvation, and pro · 
poſe d that I ſhould fail with him in the quality ot a ſur- 
geon ; in which caſe, he would put me in a method of 
getting a fortune in a few years, by my own induſtry; 
and aſſured me, that I might expect to inherit all that 
he ſhould die poſſeſſed of, provided I ſhould ſurvive him. 
Though I was penetrated with a ſenſe of his generoſity, I 
was ſtartled at a propoſal that offered violence tomy love, 
and fignified my ſentiments on that head, which he did 
Lot ſeem to relith ; but obſerved that love was the fruit 
of idleneſs, that when once | {ſhould be employed in buſi - 
neſe, and my mind employed in making money, I ihouvld 
be no more troubled with theſs lilly notions, which none 
but your fair westhered Jacks, who bave nothing but 
their pleaſure to mind, ought to entertain. I was pi- 
qued at this inſinuation, which I looked upon as al re- 
* 1 is proach, 


ard by captain Bowling, who promiſed to be at the ex- 


we were hound; and that although he looked upon my 
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proach, and without giving myſelf time to deliberate, 
accepted his off-r, He was overjoyed at my compliance, | 
carried me immediately to his chief owner, with whom = 
a bargain was ſtruck; ſo that then I could not retract * 
with honour, had | been ever ſo much averſe to the a- 
greeme nt. That I might not have time to cool, he bade | 
me draw out a liſt of medicines for a complement of five Ii! 
hundred men, adapted to the diſtempers of hot climates 
and ſufficient for a voyage of eighteen months; and 
carry it to a certain wholeſale apothecary, who would 
alſo provide me in two well qualified mates. While I: 
was thus employed, Strap came in, and looked very 
blank, when he underſtood my reſolution ; However, 
after a pauſe of ſome minutes, he inſiſted upon goiag 
along with me; and at my deſire was made ſhip's ſtews: 


pence of ficting him out, and to lend him two hundred 
pounds to purchaſe an adventure. a 

When I had delivered my liſt of medicines, choſen a 
couple of my own countrymen for mates, and beſpoke a 
fet of chirurgical inſtruments, my ur ele told me, that by 
his laſt voyage, he had cleared almoit three thouſand 
pounds, one third of which he would immediately make 
over, and put into my hands; that he would procure for 
me credit to the value of as much more, in ſuch goods 
as would turn to belt account in the country to which 


intereſt as his own, he would keep the remaining part of 
his fortune in his own diſpoſal, with a view of preſerving 
his independence, and the power of punithing me, in 
caſe I ſhould not make a good ule of what he had al- 
ready beſtowed. | 
Without troubling the reader with an account of the 
effect which this lurpriſing generoſity had upon my 
mind, I thall only ſay, that his promiſes were initantly 
performed, and an invoice of merchandiſe proper for the 
voyage preſented to me, that I mightpurchaſe the goods, 
and thip them with all expedition. In the midit of this 
Hurry, the remembrance of my charming Nareiſſa often 
interpoſed, and made me the moſt miſerable of all mor- 
tals. I was diſtracted with the thoughts of being torn 
from her, perhaps, for ever; and though the hope of 
„ K 4 8 ſeeing 
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ſeeing her again might have ſupported me under the tors 
ments of ſeparation, I could not refle& upon the anguith 
ſhe muſt feel at parting with me, and the inceſſant ſor- 
row to which her tender boſom would be expoſed dur- 
ing my abſence, without being pierced with the deepeſt, 
affliction! As my. imagination was daily and. nightly 
upon the rack to invent ſome method of mitigating this 
- crvel ſtroke, or at leaſt of acquitting my love and honour 
in the opinion of this gentle creature, I at length (ume 
bled'upon an expedient, with which the reader will be 
made acquainted in due time; and. in conſequence, of 
my determination, became leſs uneaſy and diiturbed. 
My buſineſs being finiſhed, and the thip ready to ſail, 
I reſolved to make my lait appearance among my ac- 
quaintance at the other end of the town, where I had 
not been ſeen ſince my impriſonment; and as I had, by 
the advice of my uncle, taken off ſome rich clothes for 
ſale, I put on the gayeſt ſuit, and went in a chair to the 
coffee houſe 1 uſed to frequent, where I found. Banter 
lo confounded at the magnificence of my dreſs, that 
when I made up to him, he gazed. at me with a look of 
aſtoniſhnent, without being able for ſome minutes to. 
open his lips; — then pulling me aſide by the ſleeve, and 
fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted me with—" Random, 
es where the devil have you been? eh !— What is the 
meaning or all this finery !—Oho! I underitand you, 
« — You are juſt arrived from the country! What the 
« roads are good, ch !— Well, Kandom, you are a bold 
fellow, and a lucky fellow !—but take care, the pit- 
« cher goes often to the well, but is broke at laſt.” 80 
ſaying, he pointed to his collar; by which getture, and 
the broken hints he had «ejaculated, 1 found he ſuſpect- 
ed me ct having robbed on tbe highway ; and 1 Jaugh- 
ed very heartily at his tuppoſition. "Vithout explaining 
mylelf any further, I told him be was miſtaken in his. 
corjecure ; that I had been far ſome time paſt, with. the 
relation of whom he had frequently heard me ſpeak. ; 
and that as 1 ſhould ſet, out next day pon my travels, 
I had come to take my leave of my friends, and to res. 
ceive of him the money he had borrowed from me, 
which, now that I was going abroad, I ſhould, certainly 


have occaſion for. He was a, little diſconcerted at, this. 
Ws ; 10 
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demand; but recolleding himſelf in a moment, ſwore 
in an affected paſſion, that T had uſed him extremely ill, 
and he would never forgive me, for having, by this ſhort 
warning, put it out of his power to to free himſelf of an 
obligation he could no longer bear. I could not help 
ſmiling at this pretended delicacy, which I commended 
highly, telling him, he needed not be uneaſy on that 
ſcore, for I would give him a direction to a merchant in 
the city, with whom I would leave a diſcharge for the 
ſum, to be delivered upon payment. He profeſſed much 
joy at this expedient, and with great eagerneſs aſked the 
perſon's name and place of abode, which he forthwith 
u rote in his pocket book, aſſuring me, that he ſhould 
not be long in my debt. This aff ir, which I knew he 
would never after think of, being ſettled to his ſatisfac · 
tion, I ſent cards to all my friends, defiring the favour 
of their company at a tavern in the evening, when they - 
honoured my invitation, and I had the pleaſure of treat * 
ing them in a very elegant manner, at which they ex - 
preſſed equal admiration as applauſe. Having enjoyed 
ourſelves till midnight, I took my leave of them, and 
was well-nigh ſtifled with careſſes; next day I fer out 
with Strap in a poſt-chaiſe for Graveſend, where we 
went on board, and the wind ſerving, weighed anchor 
in jeſs than twelve hours. Without meeting with any - 
accident, we reached the Downs, where we were oblig» 
ed to come to an anchor, and wait for an eaſterly wind 
to carry us out of the channel. | 


226 THE ADVENTURES OF 


„ MC 


Lat ont for Suſex — eonſult Mrs. Sagely —atebieve ar 
interview with Narciſſa return to the ſhip——we get” 
clear of the channel —— Þ learn our deſtination — we are 
chaſed by a large ſhip ——the company are diſmayed, 
and encouraged by the captain's ſpeech our purſu:r hap 
pers to be an Engliſh man of war — we arrive at the 
cod of Guinea, purchaſe 400 negroes, ſail for Paraguay, 
get ſaſe into the river of Plate, and ſell our cargo to great 
acuantage. 7 | 


T T was now I put in execution the ſcheme I had pro- 
jected at London; and aſking leave of the captain, 
for Strap and me to ſtay on ſhore till the wind ſhould. 
become favourable, my requeſt was granted, becauſe he. 
had orders to remain in the Downs until he ſhould re - 

ceive ſome diſpatches from London, which he did not 

expect in leſs than a week. Having imparted my reſo- 

lution to my truſty valet, who (though he endeavoured to 
diſſuade me from ſuch a raſh undertaking );would not quit 
me in the enterprize, I hired horſes, and fer out imme- 

diately for that part of Suſſex where my charmer was 

confined, which was not above thirty miles diſtant from 

Deal, where we mounted. As I was perfectly well ac - 
quainted with the extent of the Squyire's eſtate and in - 
fluence, I halted within five miles of his houſe, where 
we remained till the twilight; at which time we ſet for- 
ward, and by the favour of a dark night, reached a copſe 
about half a mile from the village where Mrs. Sagely liv - 
ed, Here we left our horſes tied to a tree, aud went 
directly to the houſe of my old benefactreſs, Strap trem- 
biing all the way, and venting ejaculatory petitions to 
heaven tor our ſafety, Her habitation being quite ſoli - 
tary,we arrived at the door without being obſerved, when 
I ordered my companion to enter by himſelf, and in 
caſe there ſhould be company with her, deliver a letter 
which 1 had writ for that purpoſe, and ſay that a friend 
of hers in London, underſtanding that he intended to 
travel this road, had committed it to his care. He rap - 
ped at the door, to which the good old matron 9 

. R do 
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told him, that being a lone woman, he muſt excule her, 
if ſhe did not open it, until he had declared his name 
and buſineſs. ——He anſwered, that his name was un- 
known to her, and that his buſineſs was to deliver a let - 
ter, which (to free her from all manner of apprehenſion) 
he would convey to her through the ſpace between the 
door and threſhold. This he inſtantly performed; and 
ſhe no ſooner read the contents, which ſpecified my being - 
preſent, thau ſhe cried, * If the perſon wh wrote this 
te letter be at hand, let him ſpeak; that I may be aſſured 
« by his voice whether or not IL may ſafely admit him.“ 
I then applied my mouth to the key hole, and ſaid, 
« Dear mother, you need not be afraid, it is I, ſo 
% much indebted to you'goodneſs, who now erave ad- 
4 mittance.” *' She knew my voice, and opening the 
door immediately, received me with a truly maternal at 
fection manifeſting by the tears ſhe let fall, her concern 
lei 1 ſhould be diſcovered, for the had been informed” 
of every thing that had happened between Narciffa and 
me, from the dear captive's own mouth. When I ex 
plained the motive of my journey, which was no other 
than a deſire of ſeeing the object of my love before 1 
ſhould quit the kingdom, that I might in perſon convitice - 
her of the neceſſity 1 was under to leave her, reconcile - 
her to that event, by deſcribing the advantages that in 
all probability would attend it, repeat my vows of eter- 
nal conſtancy, and enjoy the melancholy'pleafuretof a 
tender embrace at parting. I ſay, when I had thus ſig- 
nified my intention, Mrs. Sagely told me, that Narcits - 
1a upon her-retarn from Bath, had been (of Reictly-} 
watched, that no body but one or two of tlie ſervants, de- 
voted to hier brother, was admitted to her preſence ; that 
after wards ſhe had been a little enlarged; and was per - 
mitted to ſee company ; during which indulgenee, ſhe - 
had been ſeveral times at her cottage ; but of late · he 
was betrayed by one of the ſervants, who diſcovered to 


the ſquire, that he had once carried a letter from her to 


the poſt-houte directed to me; upon which inf rmation, 
ſhe was now more contined than ever, and that I could 
have no chance of ſeeing her, unſeſs Iran the riſque of 
getting into the garden, where the and her maid were 
every day allowed to take the air, and lie hid until I. 

1 | = 5 / ſhould; 
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ſhould have an opportunity of ſpeaking to them — an 
adventure attended with ſuch danger, that no man in his 
right wits would attempt it. This enterpriſe, hazardous 
as it was, IL reſolved-to, perform, in ſpite, of all the argu» 
ments of Mrs. Sagely, who reaſoned, chid, aud entreat - 
ed by turns; and the tears and prayers of Strap, who 
conjured me on his knees, to have more regard to myſelf 
as well as to him, than to tempt my own deſtruction in 
ſuch a-precipitate manner. I was deaf to every thing, 
but the ſuggeſtions of my love ; and ordering him to re- 
turn immediately with the horſes to the inn from whence- 
we ſet out, and wait for my coming in that place, he at 
firſt peremptorily- refuſed to leave me, until I perſuaded 
him, that if our horſes ſhould remain where they were 
till day light, they would certainly be diſcovered, and 
the whole county alarmed. On this conſideration, he 
took bis leave in a ſorrowful pli ht, kiſſed my hand, and 
weeping, cried, * God knaws if ever I ſhall ſee you a - 
* gain.” My kind landlady finding me obſtinate, gave 
me her beſt advice how to behave in the execution of my 
project; and after having perſuaded me to take a little 
refreſhment, accommodated me with a bed, and left me 
to my repoſe, Early in the morning, 1 aroſe, and arm - 
ed with a couple of loaded piſtols and a hanger, went to 
the back of the Squire's garden, climbed over the wall, 
and, according. to Mrs. Sagely's direction, concealed 
myſelf in a thicket, hard by an alcove that terminated 
a walk at a gqo diſtance from che houſe, which (I was 
told) my miſireſs chiefly frequented. Here I abſconded 
from five o'clock in the morning to fix in the evening, 
without ſeeing a buman creature; at laſt I perceived two 
women approaching, whom by my throbbing heart, I 
foon recognized to be the adorable Narciſſa, and Miſs 
Williams. I felt the ſtrongeſt agitation of ſoul at the 

fight; and gueſſing that they would repoſe themlelves in 
the alcove, ſept into it unperceived, and laid upon the 
ſtone - table a picture of myſelf in miniature, for which I 
had ſat in London, purpoſing to leave it with Narciſſa 
before I ſhould go abroad. 1 expoſed. it in this manner, 
as an introduction to own appearance, which, with - 
out ſome previous intimation, I was afraid might have 
an unlucky effect upon the delicate nerves of my 75 en- 

et | | . | aver; 
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layer: and then withdrew into the thicket, where L could 


hear their diſcourſe, and ſuit myſelf to, the circumſtances - 


of the occaſion. As they advanced. I obſaryed an air of 
melancholy in the eountenance of Narciſſa, blended with 
fuch unſpeakable ſweetneſs, that I could ſcarce' refrain 


from flying into her arms and kiſſing away the pearly 
drop that ſtood collected in each bewitching eye. Ac- 


cording ta my expectation, ſhe entered the alcove, and, 


perceiving ſomething on the table. took it up. No ſoon- 


er did ſhe caſt her eye upon the features, than ſtartled 


at the reſemblance, ſhe cried; ** Good God!“ and the 


roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her cheeks. Her confidante, 


alarmed at this exclamation, looked at the picture, and, 


liruek with the likeneſs, exclaimed, „O Jeſus! the ve- 


« ry features of Mr. Random !” Narciſſa havipg recol- 


lected. herfelf a little, ſaid, “ Whatever angel brotight 
15 vit hither, as comſo is | 
* thankiul for, the. benefit, and will preſerve it as the 


7 


ort to me in my affliction, I am 


4 deareſt object of my care.” So ſaying, ſhe kiſfed it 
with ſurpriſing ardour, ſhed a flood of tears, and then 


depoſited the lifeleſs image in her lovely boſom. Tranſ- 


ported at theſe fymptoms of her unaltered affęction, I was - 
about to throw myſelf at her feet, when Miſs Williams, 


o 


whoſe reflection was leſs engaged than that of her mif - 


treſs, obſerved that the picture could not Fra Pore itſelf - 


hither, and that ſhe could not help thinking I was not 


far off. The gentle Nareiſſa ſtarting at this conjecture, 
eaven forbid! for although nothing in 


anſwered, 6 K 
the univerſe. could yield me ſatistaction equal to that 


t of his preſence for one poor moment, in a proper place, 
& I would rather forfeit his company —almoſt for ever, 


than ſee bim here, where his life would be expoſed 


& to ſo much danger.” I could no longer reſtrain the 
inpulſe of my paſſion, but breaking from my conceal- . 
ment ſtood before her, when the uttered a fearful thriek, -. 
and fainted in the arms of her companion. I flew to- 


wards the treaſure of my ſoul, claſped her ia my embrace, 


and with the warmth of my kiſfes, brought her again to 
lite. O1 that I were endowed with the expreſſion of 
a Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the magic touches 


of a Titian, that I might repreſent the fond concern, the 


chaſtened rapture, and ingenuous bluih that miagled on 


T7 


20 THE ADVENTURES OF 
Her beauteous face, when ſhe opened her e 


r eyes UPqn Me; 
and pronounced. O'heavens!' is it you 9%. ö 
I am afraid I havealready erh ng ths reader's 
patience, with the particulars of this amour, on which 
(Town) I cannot help-being impertinently eireumſtantial. 
T ſhall therefore omit the leſs material paſſages of this 
interview, during which I convinced her reaſon, though 
I could not appeaſe the fad preſages of her love, with re. 
gard to the long voyage and dangers | muſt undergo. 
When we had ſpent an hour, (which was all ſhe could 
ſpare from the barbarity of her brother's vigilance) in la- 
menting over our hard fate, and repeating our reciprocat 
vows, Miſs Williams reminded us of the neceſſity there 
was for our immediate parting; and ſure, lovers never 
partgd with ſuch ſorrow and reluctance as we. But be- 
cauſe.my words are incapable of doing juſtice to this af- 
f:Qing circumſtance, I am obliged to draw a veil over it, 
and obſerve, that I returned in the dark to the houfe of 
Mrs. Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear of my ſueceſs, 
and oppoſed the tumults of my grief with ſuch ſtrength 
of reaſon, that my mind regained in ſome meaſure its: 
tranquillity ; aud that very night, after having forced 
upon the good gentle woman a purſe of twenty guineas, as 
a token of my gratitude and eſteem, I took my leave of 
her, and ſet out on foot for the inn, where my arrival 
treed honeſt Strap from the horrors of unutterable dread. 
We rook horſe immediately, and alighted eurly next 
morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in great con- 
cern on account of my abſcnce, beeauſe he had received 
his diſpatches, and mult have weighed with the firſt fair 
wind, whether 1 had been on board or not. Next day, 
a briſk ealterly gale ſpringiag up, we ſet fail, and in eight 
and forty hours got clear of the channel. 
When we were about 200 leagues to weſtward of the 
Land's end, the captain taking me apart into the cabin, 
told me, that, now he was permitted by his inſtructions, 
he would diſcloſe the intent and deſtination of | our voy- 
age: The ſhip, ſaid he, which has been fitted out at a 
% great expence, is Fer ION the coalt ot Guinea, where 
© we ſhall exchange part of. our cargo for ſl:yes and gold 
* duſt; tron, thence we will tranſport our negroes to 
« Buenos Ayres in New Spainy where (by vircue of paſſ- 
66 ports 
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«-norts Obtained from our own court, and that of Ma- 
© grid) we will diſpoſe of them and the goods that re- 
& main on board for ſilver, by means of our ſupercargo,. 
«© who is perfectly well acquainted with the coalt, the 
« lingo, and inhabitants,” Being vhus let into the ſe- 
aret of our expedition, I borrowed of the ſupercargo, a- 
Spaniſh grammar, dictionary, and ſome other books of 
the ſame language, which I ſtudied with ſuch application, 
that before we arrived in New Spain, I could maintain 4. 
converſation with him ta that tongue. Being arrived in 
the warm latitudes, L ordered (with the captain's conſent) 
the whole ſhip's company to be blooded and purged, my- 
ſelf undergoing the ſame evacuation, in order to prevent 
_ thoſe dangerous fevers to which northern conſi:cations- 
are ſubject in hot climates; and I have reaſon to believe 
that this precaution was not unſerviceable, for we loſt but 
one ſailor during our whole paſſage to the:coali.. 
One day, when we had been about five weeks at ſea, 
we deſcried to windward a large {hip bearing down upon 
us with all the fail ſhe .could carry. Upon which my. 
uncle ordered the ſtudding - ſails to be hoiſted, and the 
ſhip to be cleared for engaging; but finding, that (to 
uſe the ſeaman's phraſe) we were much wronged by the. 
{hip which had us in chace, and which by this time had. 
hoiſted Freneh colours, he commanded the ſtudding-ſails- 
to be taken in, the courſes to be ele wed up, the main · top. 
fail to be backed, the tompions to be taken out of the 
guns, and every man to repalr to his quarters. Waile 
every body was bu. ed in performing. theſe orders, Strap- 
came upon the quarter-deck, trembling. and looking a 
haſt, and with a voice halt ſuppreſſed by fear, alked if 
thought we were a match for the veſſel in purſuit of 
us. Opſerving his conſternation, I ſaid, © what! are 
« you afraid, Strap? Afraid! (he repljed)..n-n-no x 
* what. ſhould I be afraid of? I thank. God i have a. 
6 clear conſcience ; but I believe it will bs a bloody bar- 
«tle, and I with you may not have occalion for anotacr 
« hand to aſſiſt you in the cock pit. I immediately 
perceived his dritt, and making the captain acquainted 
with his fi:uation, deſiced. he might be lationed below 
with me and my mates. My uncle, incenſed at his pu- 
ſillanimity, bade ine fend him down initantly. that is 
8 | : tear 
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fear might not infe& the ſhip's company; whereupon L 
told the poor ſteward, that I had begged him for my aſ- 
fiſtant, and deſired him to go dawn and help my mates 
to get ready the inſtruments and dreſſings.  Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſatisfaQion he muſt have ſelt at theſe ridings, 
he affected a ſhyneſs of quitting the upper-deck ; and 
ſai d. he hope d I did not imagine he was afraid to do his 
duty above board; for he believed himſelf as well pre. 
pared for death as any man in the ſhip, no difparagement 
to me or the captain. I was diſguſted at this affecta - 
tion, and in order to puniſh his hypoerify, affured him, 
he might take his choice either of going down to the 
cockpit with me, or of ſtaying upon deck during the en- 
| Alarmed at this indifference, he replied, 
Well, to oblige you,-Pll go down, but remember it is 
more for your ſake than my own.” 80 ſaying he 
diſappeared in a twinkling, without waiting for an an · 
ſwer. By this time we could obſerve two tire of guns | 
in the ſhip which purſued us, and which was now but 
two ſhort miles aſtern. This diſcovery had an evident 
effect upon the ſailors, who did not ſeruple to ſay, that | 
we ſhould be tore to pieces, and blown out of the water, 

and that if in caſe any of them ſhould loſe their precious 
limbs, they muſt go a-begging for life, for there was no 
Proviſion made by the merchants for thoſe poor ſouls Who 

are maimed in their ſervice. The captain underſtanding. 

this backwardneſs, ordered the crew abaft, and ſpoke to 

them thus; ** My lads, I am told you hang an a—ſe— 

I have gone to ſea thirty years, man and boy, and ne- 

«ver ſaw Englilh ſailors afraid before. Mayhap you 

t think I want to expoſe you for the Jucre of gain, _—— 

& Whoſoever thinks ſo, thinks a damned lie, for my whole 
cargo is inſured ; ſo that in caſe I ſhould be taken, my 

& loſs would not be great Thie enemy is ſtronger than 

% we to be ſure. What then? have we not a chance 

& tor carrying away one of her maſts, and ſo get clear 

6 of her — It we find her too hard for us, *tis but ſtrik- 

«ing at laſt.——If any man is hurt in the engagement, I 

* promiſe on the word of an honeſt ſeaman, o make 

© him a recompence according to his.loſls. — 80 n-. 

&« you that are lazy, lubbecly, cowardly dogs, get away, 


« and ſculk iu the hold, aud bread room; and you that 
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« are jolly boys, ſtand by me, and let us give one broad - 
« fide for the honour of Old England.“ —This elo- 
quent harangue was ſo well adapted to the diſpoſition, of 
his hearers, that one and all of then pulling off their 
hats, waved them over their heads, and (ſaluted him with 
three cheers ; upon which he ſent his boy for two large- 
caſe bottles of brandy, and having treated every man with- 
a dram, they repaired to their q1arters, and waited im- 


patiently for the word of command. I muſt do my un— 
cle the juſtice to ſay, that in the whole of his diſpoſition, 


he behaved with the utmoſt intrepidity, conduct, and de- 
liberation. The enemy being very near, he ordered me 
to my ſtation, and was juſt going to give the word for 
hoiſting the colours, and firing, when the ſuppoſed 
Frenciman hauled down his white pennant, jack and en- 
ſign, hoiſted Engliſh ones, and fired a gun a- head of us: 
This was a joyful event to captain Bowling, who inme- 
diately ſhewed his colours, and fired a gun to lee ward: 
Upon which the other ſhip ran along- ſide of us, hailed 
him, and giving him to know that ſhe was an Engliſh. 
man of war of torty guas, ordered him to hoiit out his 
hoat ai.d come on board. This command he. obeyed with. 
the more alacrity, becauſe upon inquiry, he tound that 
ſhe was commanded by an old meſs- mate of his, who was 
overjoyed to ſee him, detained him to dinner, and ſent 
his barge for the, ſuperc-rgo and me, who were very 


much carefſed on his account. As this commander was 


deftined to cruize upon the French, in the laticude of 
Martinico, his Rem and quarters were. adorned with 
white flowers-de lis, and the whole ſhell of the ſhip ſo 
much diſguiſed for a decoy to the enemy, that it was . 
no wonder my uacle dig not know her although he had 
ſailed on board of her many years. We kept company. 
with her four days, during which time the captains were 
never aſunder, and then parted, our .courle lying, dif- 
. ¾ ² ˙ ti et 
In leſs than a fortnight after our ſeparation we made 
the land of Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gam- 
ia, and tracing along the coalt as far to the ſouthward . 
of the Line as Augola, and Bengula, in leſs. than: fix . 
months dilpoled of the, greateit part of our, cargo, and 
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purchaſed four hundred negroes, my adventure having 
been laid out in gold duſt. f 
Our complement being made up, we took our depar- 


ture from Cape Negroe, and arrived in tha Rio de la Pla- 


ta in fix week having met with nothing remarkable in 
our Voyage, except an epidemical fever, not unlik- the 
jail diſtemper, which brokE out among our ſlaves, and 
carried off a good many ot the ſhip's company; among 
whom J loſt one of my mates, and poor Strap had well 
nigh given up the ghoit. Having produced our paſſport 
to the Spaniſh governor, we were received with great 
courteſy, ſold our ſlaves in a few days, and could have. 
put off five times the number at our own price; though. 
we were obliged to ſmuggle the relt of our merchanciz?, 
eonſiſting of European bale goods, which however we. 
made ſhift to diſpoſe of at a great advantage. 


C H A F. LXVL 


Jam invited to the villa of a Spaniſh Don, where aue meet 
with an Engliſh gentleman, and make a very intere/ting 
* Giſcovery =——-———we leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at 

Jamaica. : | 


O UR ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable lading 
of Negroes, to whom indeed I had been a miſerable 
fla ve, ſince our leaving the coaſt of Guinea, I began to 
enjoy myſelf, and breathe with pleaſure the pure air of 
Paraguay, this part of which is reckoned the Montpelier 


of South America, and has obtained, on account of its 


elimate, the name of Buenos Ayres, It was in this de- 
licious place, I gave myſelf entirely up to the thoughts 


of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe image flill kept poſſeſſion of 


my breaſt, and whoſe charms, enhanced by abſence, ap - 
peared to my imagination, if poſſible, more engaging 
than ever! I calculated the profits ot my voyage, which 
even exceeded my expectation; reiolved to purchaſe a 
handſome finecure Upon my arrival in England, and if 
1 ſhoutd find the Squire as averie to me as ever, marry 


his ſiſler by (tealthʒ and iu caſe our family lhowld increaſe, 
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rely upon the generoſity of my uncle, who was by this 
time worch a conſiderable ſum. | 

While I amuſed mylelf with theſe agreeable projects, 
and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying Narciſſa, we were 
very much careſſed by the Spanith gentle. nen, who fre- 
quently formed parties of pleaſure for our entertainment, 
in which we made excurſions a good way into the coun- 
try. Among thoſe who ſignalized themſclves by their 
civility to us, there was one Don Antonio de Kibera, 
a very polite young gentleman, with whom L had con- 
tracted an intimate friendthip, who iavited us one day 
to his country houſe, and as a further inducement to 
our compliance, promiſed to procure for us the com- 
pany of an Errglith tignior, who had been fettled in thoſe: 
parts many yeors, aud acq; nired the love and elteem of 
the whole province by his atfability, good ſenſe, and ho- 
nourable behaviour. 

We accepted his invitation, and ſet out for his F 
where we had not becn longer than an hour, when the 
per ſon arrived in whole favour I had been ſo muca pre- 
pelſ-fſed, — He was a tall man, remarkably weli-ithaped, 
ot a fine mien and appearance, commanding reſpe and . 
ſeemed to be turned of forty ; the features of his face 
were ſaddened with a reſerve and gravity, which in other 
countries would have been thought the eff=Q of melan- 
choly; but here appeared to fave been contracted by 
his commerce wich the Spaniards, who are remarkable 
for that ſeverity of countenance. | Underſtanding from 
Don Antonio that we were his coun:rymen, he ſaluted 
us all round very complaiſantly, and fixing his eyes very 
attentively on me, uitered a deep ſigh. —-1 had been. 
ſtruck wich a profound veveratiun tor him at his firſt 
coming into the room; and no ſooner obſerved this ex- 
preſſion of his ſorrow, directed, as it were, in a parti: 
culor manner to me, than my heart took part in his 
grief. I fympathized involuntarily, and ſighed in my 
turn. — Having aſked leave of our entertainer, he ace 
colted us in Englith, profeſſed his ſatisfaction ar ſeeing 
lo many of his countrymea in ſuch a remote place, and 
aiked the captain, who went by the name of Signior Tho- 
ma, trom what part of Britain he had fatled, and whrs 
__ was bound, —My uacle told him that * 
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failed from the river Thames, and were bound for the 


ſame place, by the way of Jamaica, where we- intended 
to take in a lading ot ſugar, 
_ _Haviog ſatisfied himſclf in theſe and other particulars 
about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to underſtand that 
he had a longing deſire to reviſit his native country, in 
conſequence of which, he had already tranſmitted to 
Europe the greateſt part of his fortune in neutral ſhips, 
and would willingly embark: the reſt of it with himlelf,. 
in our ſhip, provided the captain had no objection to 
ſuch a paſſenger. My.uncle very prudently replied, that 
for his part he ſhould be glad of his company, if he 
could procure the conſent of the governor, without which 
he durſt not admit him on board, whatever inclination 
he had to oblige him. The gentleman approved of 
his diſcretion, and telling him, that there would be no 
difficulty in obtaining the connivance of the governor, 
who was his good friend, ſhifted the converſation to ano» 
ther ſubject. a 

L was overjoyed to hear his intention, and already in- 
tereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that had he been 
diſappointed, I ſhould have been very unhappy: Ia the 
courle of our entertainment, he eyed me with uncom- 
mon attachment; | felt a ſurpriſing attraction towards 
him! when he ſpoke, I likened with attention and re- 
verence: the dignity of his deportment filled me with 


affection and awe; and in ſhort, the emotions of my 


ſoul, in preſence of this ſtranger, were ſlrong and unac- 
countable. | | 
Having, ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, be 
took his leave, telling captain Thoma, that he. ſhould 
hear from him in a thort time: He was no ſooner gone, 
than I aſked a thoutand queitions about him, of Don 
Antonio, who could give me no other ſatisfaQion, than 
that his name was Don Kodrigo, that he had, lived fits 
teen or ſixteen years in theſe parts, was reputed rich, 
and ſuppoſed to have been uufortunate in his younger 


ears, becauſe he was obſerved to nouriſh a penſive me- 
24!-2Jancholy, even, from the time of his firk ſettlement a- 
Monz them: dor nobody had ventured to inquire 


Into, the, caule of 


his. ſorrow, in conlideration of his 
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peace, which might ſuffer in the recapitulation of his 


misfortunes. a : 
I was ſeized with an irreſiſtible defire of knowing the 
particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one hour of re. 


poſe during the-whole night, by reaſon of the eager con- 
ceptions that inſpired me, with regard to is ſtory, 
which Ire ſolved (if poflivle) to learn —Next morning, 


while we were at breakfaſt, three mules ricily eapariſon- 
ed arrived with a meſſage from Don Rodrigo, deſiring 
our company, and that of Don Antonio, at his houſe, 
which was ſituated about ten miles further up, in the 
country. —l was pleaſed with this invitation, in conſe - 
quence of which we mounted the mules which he had 


provided for us, and alighted at his houſe before noon. 


— Here we were ſplendidly entertained by the generous 
ſtranger, who ſtill ſeemed to ſhew a particular regard for 
me, and after dinner, made me a preſent ot a ring ſet 
with a beautiful amethyit, the production of that coun- 


try, ſaying at the ſame time, that he was once bleſſed 
with a ton, who, had he lived, would have been nearly 
of my age. Tais obſervation delivered with a profound 


ſigh, made my hzarc throb with violence; a crowd of 


confuſed ideas ruſhzd upon my imagination, which, 


while I endeavoured to unravel, my uncle perceived my 
abſence of thought, and tapping me on the ſhoulder, 


ſaid “ Oons! are you aflzep, Rory!“ Before I had 
time to reply, Don Rodrigo, with uncommon eagerneſs 
of voice and look, pronounced, Pray, captain, what 


dis the young gentleman's name?“ —“ His name 
& (laid my uncle) is Roderick Kandom.— Gracious 
„% rowers !“ (cried the (tranger, Garting up)—* And 
'6 his mother's ??—* His mother (antwered the captain 
% amazed) was called Charlotte Bowling.“ — 0 
„ bounteous heaven ! (exclaimed Don Kodrigo, ſpring- 
„ing acroſs the table, and claſping me in his arms ) 
* my fon! my fon! have I found thee again! do 
* hold thee in my embrace, after having lol and de- 


4 ſpaired of ſeeing thee ſo long?” So ſaying, he fell 


upon my neck and wept aloud with joy; while the power 
of nature operating ſtrongly in my. breaſt, I was loſt in 
rapture, and while he preſſed me to his heart, let fall a 


ſhower of te ats into his boſom.— His utterance was 


choaked 
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chnaked a good while, by the agitation of his ſoul : at 
length he broke on! into Myſterious Providence! 
.«O my dear Charlotte; there yet remains a pledge of 
« our love! and ſuch a pledge !- ſo found! O 
< infinite goodneſs; let me adore tby all wiſe de 
** crees !”” Having thus expreſſed himſelf, he kneeled 
upon the floor, lifted p his eyes and hands to heaven, 
and rewained ſome minutes in a ſilent extaſy of devo- 
tion: I put myſelt in the ſame poſture, adored the all- 
good Diſpoſer in a prayer of mental thankſgiving ;z and 
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage to my fa- 
ther, and craved his parental bleſſing. He hugged me 
again with unutterable fondueſs, and having implored 
the protection of heaven upon my head, raiſed me from 
the ground, and preſented me as his ſon to the company, 
who wept in concert over this affecting ſcene. Among 
the r1elt-my uncle did not fail to diſcover the goodneſs 
and joy of his heart: Albeit unuſed to the melting mood, 
he blubbered with great tendernels, and wringing my 
father's hand, cried, * Brother Random, I'm rejoic'd 
to ſee you—God be praiſed for this happy meeting.“ 
Don Rodrigo, underſtanding that he was his brothers 
in-law, embraced him affectionately, ſaying, « Are you 
my Charloite*s brother ?—Alas ! unhappy Charlotte! 
« but why ſhould 1 repine? we ſhall meet again, never 
5 more to part !—Brother you are truly welcome. 
% Dear ſon, I am tranſported with unſpeakable joy 1— 
This day is a jubilee—my triends and ſervants ſhall 
« ſhare my ſfatisteion.”? 

While he diſpatched meſſengers to the gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood to announce this event, and gave or- 
ders tor a grand entertainment, I was lo much affected 
with the tumults of paſſion, which aſſailed me on this 
great, ſudde n, and unexpected occaſion, that I teil ſick, 
tevered, and in lels than three hours, became gute deli- 
rious ; ſo that the preparations were countermanded, and 
the joy of the f. mily converted into grief and deſpair.— 
Phyſicians were iultantly called, 4 was plentifully blood- 
ed in the foot, my lower extremities were bathed in a 
decection ot {alutiterous herbs; in ten hours after I was 
taken ill, I eujoyed a critical ſweat, and next day felt no 


remains of the dilteraper, but an agreeable laſſitude, 
wane 
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which did not hinder me from getting up. During the 
progreſs of this fever, which from the term of its dura- 


tion, is called Ephemera, my father never once quitted - 


my bed ſide, but adminiſtered the preſcriptions of the 
phyſicians with the moſt pious care; while captain Bows 
ling manifeſted his concern by the like attendance. —— 
1 no ſooner found myſelf delivered of my fears than 1 


bethouyht myſelf of my honeſt friend, Strap; and re- 


ſolving to make him happy forthwith, in the knowledge 
of my, good fortune, told my father in general, that [ 
had been infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent ; and 
begged, he would indufge me fo far as to ſend for him, 
without letting him know my happineſs, until he could 
receive an account of it from my own mouth. 

My requeit was inſtantly complied with, and a meſ- 
ſenger with a ſpare mule detached to the nip, carrying 
orders from the captain to the mate to ſend the ſteward 
by the bearer. My health being, in the mean time, 
re-eltablithed, and my mind compoſed, I began to reliſh 
this important turn of my fortune, in reflcting upon 
the advantages with which it mult be attended; and as 
the idea of my lovely Narciſſa always joined itſelf to e- 
very ſcene of happineſs I could imagine, I entertained 
mylelt now with the proſpect of poſſeſſiug her in that 
diſtinguiſhing ſphere, to which the was entitled by her 
birth and qualifications. — Having often mentioned her 
name while I was deprived of my ſenſes, my father 
gueſſed that there was an intimate connexion between 
us, and diſcovering the pidture which hung in my bo- 
ſom by a ribbon, did not doubt that it was the reſem- 
blance of my amiable mittrets: In this belief he was 
confirmed by my uncle, who told him that it was the 


picture ot a young woman, to whom I was under pro- 


mile of marriage. —Alarmed at this piece of information, 
Von Rodrigo took the firit opportunity of queltioniag 


me about the particulars of this affair, which, when L 


had candidly recounted, he approved of my paſſion, and 
promiſed to contribute all in his power towards its ſuc- 
cels. Though I never doubted his generoſity, I was 
tranſported on this vEcaſion, and throwing mytelf at his 
teet, told him, he had now completed my happinels 
tor without the poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, I ſhould be miſer- 
| | | abe 
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able among all the pl:afures of life. —He raiſed me with 


a ſmile of paternal fondneſs ; ſaid, he knew what it was 
to be in love; and obſerved, that if he had been as ten- 


-derly beloved by his father, as I was by mine, he ſhould. 


Dot now perhaps have cauſe——— Here he was inter- 
rupted by a ſigh, the tear ruſhed into his eye, he ſup- 
Freſſed the dictates of his grief, and the time being op- 
portune, deſired me to relate the paſſages of my life, 
_ which my uncle had told him were manifold and ſur 
prifing. —I recounted the moſt material circumſtances 
-of my fortyne, to which he liſtened with wonder and 
attention, manifeſting from time to time thoſe different 
emotions, which my different ſituations may be ſuppoſed 
to have raiſed in a parent's breaſt ; and when my detail 
was ended, bleſſed God for the adverſity | had under» 
gone, which, he ſaid, enlarged the underſtanding, im- 
proved the heart, ſteeled the conſtitution, and qualified 


a young man for all the duties and enjoyments of life, 


murh better than any education which afluence could 
"beltow. a 
When I had thus ſatisfied his curioſity, I diſcovere 
an inclination to hear the particulars ot his ſtory, which 
be gratified, by beginning with his marriage, and pro- 
_ ceeded to the day ot his diſappearing, as I have related 
in the firſt part of my memoirs. * Careleſs of life 
(continued he) and unable to live in a place where 
every object recalled the memory of my dear Char- 
„ lotte, whom I had loſt through the barbarity of an 
„ unnatural parent, I tock my leave of you, my child, 
„then an infant, with a heart full of unutterable wo, 
„„ but little ſuſpecting, that my father's unkindneſs 
© would have deſcended ro my innocent orphan; and 
«© ſetting out alone at midnight tor the nearelt ſea port, 
* early next morning got on board a ſhip, — as 1 
* had heard, for France, and bargaining with the ma- 
„ fter for my paſſage, bade a long adieu to my native 
* country, and put to ſea with the firſt fair wind. The 
ple ce of our deſtination was Granville, but we had 
** ihe-misfortune to run upon a ridge of rocks near the 
« iſland of Alderney called the Caſkets, where the lea 
running high, the thip went to pieces, the boat ſunk 
« along-tide, and every ſoul on board periſhed, except 


„ myſelf 


= Yo OW ⁰ ..· aL Ro . 


VJ ˙·.A 077-227 


- he iow bo 


*%. 


RODERICK RANDOM 24 


t myſelf, who, by the aſſiſlance of a. grating, got aſhore 
« on the coaſt of Normandy, TI went directly to Caen, 
« where I was ſo lucky as to meet with a Count, whom 
„I had formerly known in my travels: With this gen- 
« tleman I ſet out for Paris, where I was recomm2uded 
& by him and other friends, as a tutor to a young no- 


1 bleman, whom I accompanied to the court of Spain. 
„There we remained a whole year, at the end of 


% which my pupil being recalled by his father, I quigted 
© my office, and aid behind, by the advice of a certain 


„ Spaniſh grandee who took me into his protection, and 


« jntroduted me to another nobleman, who was after · 
« wards created viceroy of Peru, ——— fe inſiſted on 
* my attending him to his government in the Indies, 
« where however, by reaſon of my religion, it was not 
© in his power to make my fortune any other way than 
«by encouraging me to trade, which I had not. long 
„ proſecuted when my patron died, and I found myſelt 
© in the midſt of lirangers, without one friend to ſup» 
% port or protedt me: Urged by this conſideration, I 
* fold my effects and removed to this country, the go» 
 vernor of which having been appointed by the vice» 
«© roy, was my intimate acquaintance-— Here has hea- 
© ven proſpered my endeavours, during a reſidence of 
% ſixteen years, in which my tranquillity was never in- 
« vaded, but by the remembrance of your mother, whoſe 
« death I have in ſeeret mourned without ceafing ; and 
„the reflection of you, whole fate I could never learn, 
* notwithſtanding all my inquiries, by means of my 
friends in France, who, after the molt ſtrict exami- 
© nation, could give me no other accounts, than that 
« you went abroad ſix years ago, and was never after heard 
« of,—l could not reſt ſatisfied with this imperfe& in · 
formation, and though my hope of finding you was 
but Mnguid, reſolved to go in quelt of you in per · 
% ſon: for which purpoſe, I have remitted to Holland 
* the value of twenty thouſand pounds, and am in poſ- 
« ſeſſion ot fifteen thouſand more, with which I intead- 
«ed to etnbark myiclf on board of Captain Bowling, 
6: before I diſcovere this amazing ſiroke of Providence, 
4% which you may be ſuce- has not altered my. inten ; 


66 tion.” * 
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w7 father having entertained us with this agreeable 
Kkerch of his life, withdrew to relieve Don Antonio, who 
in his abſence had done the honours of his houſe ; and 
1 was juſt dreſſed for my appearance among the Sue. 
when Strap arrived from the ſhip. 
He no ſooner entered the grand apartment in which 
T was, and ſaw the magnificence of my apparel, than his 
ſpeech was lofi in amazement, and he gaped in ſilence 
at the objects that ſurrounded him. I took him by the 
hand, obſerved that ! had ſent tor him to be a witneſs 
and ſharer of my happineſs, and told him I had found 
a father — At theſe words he ſtarted, and after having 
continued ſome minutes with his mouth and eyes wide 
open, cried, . Aha !—odd, I know what! go thy ways, 
poor Naxciſſa, and go thy ways ſomebody elſe 
4% well Lord, what a thing is love? God help 
«us! are all oui mad pranks and proteſtations come 
4 to this? and have you fixed your habitation in this 
« diftant land! God proſper you—l find we muſt part 
« at la{t—for I would not leave my poor carcaſs fo far 
« from my native home, for all the wealth of the uni» 
« verſe?” With theſe ejaculatious, he began to ſob 
and make wry faces; upon which I aſſured him of his 
mittake, both in regard to Narciſſa, and my Rayin 
Paraguay, and informed him as briefly ; as I could, x Hon 
great event which had happened. Never was rapture 
more ludicrouſly expreſſed, than in the behaviour of this 
worthy creature, who cried, laughed, whiſtled, ſung, 
and danced, all in a breath; his tranſport was ſcarce 
over, when my father entered, who no ſooner under- 
flood that this was Strap, than he took him by the hand, | 
ſaying, < is this the honeſt man, Who befriended. you ] 
„o much in your diſtreſs? you are welcome to my 
houſe, I will, ſoon put it in the power of my ſon h 
to reward you for your good offices in his behalf ; in bi 
«the mean time, go. with us, and partake of the repaſt 1 
4 that is provided. Strap, wild as he was with joy. de 
would by no means accept of the proffered honour, ga 
crying, God forbid! I know my diſtance- 
your worſhip ſhall excuſe me.” And Don Rodrigo 
' ndivg bis modeſty invincible, recommended him to bis 
Miajor«doitio;" to be treated with the utmoſt Oy ; 
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while he carried me into a large ſaloon, where I was pre» 
ſented to a numerous company, who loaded me wich 
t-mpliments and careſſes, and congratulated my father 
in ter qs not proper for me to repeat. 

Without ſpecifying the particulars of our entertain» 
ment, let it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the ſame time ele- 
gant and ſumptuous, and the rejoicings laſted two days: 
After which Don Rodrigo ſettled his affairs, converted 
his effects into filver and gold, 'vificed and took leave of 
all his friends, who were grieved at his departure, an! 
honoured me with conſiderable preſents; and comin z 
on board of my uncle's ſhip with the firſt favourabl= 
wind we ſailed from Rio de la Plata, and in two months 
came fate to an anchor in the harbour of  Kingfton in 
this ad of Jamaica. 


i 6965 wy "old friend, Thomſon — ve fot fail for Eu raph] 
meet with an odd adventure — arrive in En 
land { ride acrofs the country from "Portſmouth 
to Sufſex —— —— converſe with Mrs. Sagely,. ho in- 
. forms me of Narcifa's being in London in conſe- 
frener of this intelligence, I proceed to Canterbury 
meet awith my old friend Morgan arrive at London— 
vit Narciſa introduce my father to her he is 
char mei "with her good ſenſe and beauty ——we come to 2 


determination of en ber brother's conſent. to our 
err rx ol 4 


INQUIRED, as "Pg as I * 00 adout' EM Favs 
nerous companion Mr. "Thomſon ; and hearing that 
he lived in a fl urilhing condition, upon the eſtate left 
him by his wite's father, who had been dead ſome years, 
took horſe immediately, with the conſent of Don Ro- 
deigo, who had heard me mention him with great rae 
gard, and in a few hours reached rhe Place of his habi · 

ren 
I thould much crong 'the Uelictey wy Mr. Thomſan's 
steve? to ſay barely he was glad to ſee me: He 
kel _ that the moſt * and diſintereſted frieadſhip 
2 could 


244 THE ADVENTURES OF 


could feel on this occafion, introduced me to his wife, 
a very amiable young lady, who had already bleſſed him 
with two fine children; and being as yet ignorant of 
my circumltances, frankly offered me the aſſiſtance of his 

Purſe and intereſt. I thanked him for his generous in- 
tention, and made him acquainted with my: fituation, 
on which he congratulated me with great joy, and after L 
had ſtaid with him a whole day and night, accompanied 
me back to Kingſt on, to wait upon my father, whom he 
Invited to his houſe: Don Rodrigo complied with his 
requelt, and having been handſomely entertained during 
the ſpace of a week, returned extremely well ſatisfied 
with the behaviour of my friend and his lady, to whom 
at parting he preſented a very valuable diamond ring, as 
a token of his elteem. During the courſe of my con- 
ä with Mr. Thomion, he gave me to underſtand, 
that his and my old commander captain Oakhum was 
dead ſome months, and that immediately after his death, 
a difcovery had been made of ſome valuable effects that 
ne had feloniouſly ſecreted out of a prize, by the afliit- 
ance of Dr, Mackſbane, who was now actually in priſon 
on that account, and being deſtitute of friends, lubülted 
ſolely on the charity of my friend, whoſe bounty he had 
implored in the molt abject manner, atter having 
been the barbarous occaſion et driving him to that 
terrible extremity on board of the Thunder, which 
we. have formerly related. ——Whatſoever this wretch 
wight, bave been guilty. of, I applauded Mr. Thom- 
ſon's, generoſity towards, him in his, diſtreſs, which 
wrought ſo much upon me allo, that | ſear him ten piſ · 
toles, in ſuch a private manner, that he could never 

know his benefactor. 
While any father and I were careſſed among the gen» 
tlemen on thore, captain Bowling had writ to his own» 
ers, by the packet, which ſailed a few days after our 
arrival, lignitying his proſperous voyage hitherto, and 
deſiring them to inſure the hip and cargo home ward - 
bound; z atter which precaution he applied himſelf fo 
| heartily to the taſk ot loading his (hip, that with the aſ- 
filtance of Mr. Thomion, the was full in leſs than fix 
weeks. This kind gentleman likewite procured tor Don 
e bills upon Lee for the greateſt part ot his 
gold 
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ver- board, and notwithſtanding all the means that could 
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gold and filver, by which means it was ſecured againſt 
the riſk of the ſeas and the enemy ; and before we ſail- 
ed, ſupplied us with ſuch large quantities of all. kinds 
of ſtock, that not only we, but the ſhip's company, fared 
ſumptuouſly during the voyage. 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave of our 
kind entertainers, and going on board at Port Royal, 
ſet ſail for England on the firſt day of June. We beat 
up to windward. with fine eaſy weather; and one night, 
believing ourſelves near Cape Tiberoon, lay to, with an 
intention to wood and water next morning in the bay. 
While we remained in this fituation, a ſailor having 
drank more new rum than he could carry, ſtaggered o- 


be uſed to preſerve him, went to the bottom and diſap- 
peared. About two hours after this melancholy acci= 
dent happened, as I enjoyed the coot air on the quarter - 
deck, 1 heard a voice riſing, as it were ont of the ſea, 
and calling, „Ho, the ſhip, atoy PP” Upon which = 
of the men upon the forecaſite eried, Il be d-n'd, if 
& that an't Jack Marlinſpike, who went over. board!“ 
Not a little ſurpriſed at this event, I jumped into the 
boat that lay along fide, with the ſecond mate and four 
men, and rowing towards the place,, from whence the 
voice (which repeated the hail) ſeemed to proceed, we 
perceived ſomething floating upon the water; when we 
had rowed a little farther, we diſcerned it to be a man 
riding upon a hencoop, who ſeeing us approach, pro- 
nounced with a hoarſe voice, D--n your bloods! why 
% did you not anſwer when [I baited ?*” Our mate, who 
was a veritable ſeaman, hearing this ſalute, ſaid, „By 
« G-—- my lads, this is none ot our man. —This is the 
& devil—— pull away for the ſhip.” The fellows o 
beyed his command without queſtion, and were already 
ſome fathoms on our return, when I inftited on their 
taking up the poor creature, and prevailed upon them 
to go back to the wreck, which when we came near the 
ſecond time, and ſignified our intention, we received an 
anſwer of, © Avalt, avaſt——— what ſhip, brother?“ 
Being ſatisfied in this particular, he cried, 4 D—n the 
« {hip, I was in hopes it had been my own here 
are you bound?“ We fatisficd his curioſity in this 
1 L 3 particular 
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particular too; upon which he ſuffered bimſelf to be ta- 

ken on board, and after having been comforted. with. a 
dram, told us he belonged to the, Veſuvio man of war, 
upon a cruize off the iſland of Hiſpaniola ; ; that he had 
fallen over-board about four and twenty hours ago, and 
the ſhip being under ſail, they did not chuſe to bring 
to, but toſſed a hencoop.over board for his convenience, 
upon which he was in good hopes of reaching the Cape 
next morning; howſomever, he was as well content to. 
be aboard of us becauſe he did not doubt that we ſhould 

meet his ſhip; and if he had gone aſhore in the bay, he, 

might have been taken priſoner by the Fe ench, My: 

uncle and father were very much diveried ,with, the ac- 
count of this fellow's unconcerned behaviour; and in, 
two days, meeting with the Veſuvio, as he edits 
ſent him on board of her according to his defire. 

Having beat up ſucceſsfully the windward paiTige, we, 
Rretched to the northward, and falling in with a weſters 
ly wind, in eight weeks arrived in dondings, and in 
two days after made the Lizzard. —[t is impollible to ex- 
preſs the joy I telt at the fight of Englth ground! Don 
Rodrigo was not unmoved, and Strap ſhed tears of 
joy.— The ſailors profited by our latis fact on: the ſhoe 
that was nailed to the maſt, being quite filled with our 
liberalty.———My uncle reſolved co run up into the 
Downs at once, but the wind thitting when we were 4. 
breaſt of the iſl: of Wight, be was obliged to turn into. 
St. Helen's, and come to Spithead, to the great morti - 
fication of the crew, thirty of whom. were mee 
preſſed on board of a man of war. 

My father and I went aſbore immediately at. Portſ- 
mouth, leaving Strap with the captain, to go round with. 
the ſhip aud take care of our.ctie&ts 3. and I diſcovered 
fo much impatience to ſee my charming Narciſſa, that 
my father permitted. me to ride acroſs the country to her 
brother's houſe ;. while he ſhould hire a polt chaiſe for 
London, where he would watt for me at a place to eier 
1 directed him. 

Fired with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, [ z00k, poſt that 


very, night, and in the moraing reached an ius, about 
three miles from the Squice's. habitation ; here 1 remains | 


ed till next evening, arzt the torture of my impa» 
tience. 
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tience with the rapturous hope of ſeeing that divine crea» 
ture after an abſence of eighteen months, wiich far from 
impairing, had raiſed my love to the moſt exalted pitch! 
Neither were my reffections free from apprehenſions, that 
ſometimes intervened in ſpite of all my hope, and repre: 
fented her as having yielded to the importunity of her 
brother, and bleffed the arms of a happy rival. My 
thoughts were even maddened with the fear of her death: 
and when I arrived in the dark at the houſe of Mrs. 
Sagely, I had not for ſome time courage to defire admit - 
tance, let my foul ſhould be ſhocked with diſmal ridings. 
At length, however, I knocked, and no ſooner certified 
the good gentle woman of my voice than flre opened the 
door, and received me with the molt affectionate embrace, 
that brought tears into her aged eyes: For heaven's 
« ſake l dear mother, (cried I) tell me, how is Narcifſa? 
« is (he the ſame that L left her?“ She bleſſ:d my ears 
with, ſaying, She is as beautiful, in as good health, 
«© and as much yours as ever.” — 'Tranſported at this 
aſſurance, 1 begged to know if I could not (ce her that 
very night 3. when this ſaze matron gave me to undes 
Rand that my miſtreſs was in London, and that things 
were ſtrangely altered in the Squire's houſe ſince my de- 
a j that he had been mrried a whole year to Me- 
inda, who at firſt found means to wean his attention ſo 
much from Narciffa, chat he became quite carelets of that 
lovely ſifer, comforting himſelf with the clauſe in his fa- 
ther's will, dy which the ſhould forfeit her fortune, by 
marrying without his con ſent; that my miſtreſs being 
but indifferently treated by her ſiſter in- law, had made 
ue of her freedom ſome months ago, and gone to town, 
where ſhe was lodged with Miſs Willtams, in exp:&ation- 
of my arrival; and had been peſtered with the addreſſes - 
of Lord Quiveewit,' who finding her heart engaged, nad 
fallen upon à great miny fliifts ro-perſuade her that I was 
dead; but finding all his artifices untucceſsful, and de- 
fpairing of gaining her affection, he had conioled nimſelf 
for her indifference, by marrying another lady ſome 
weeks ago, who had already left him on account of ſome 
family uncalinefs.—Belides this intereſting ioformarion, 
he told me, there was not a great deal of harmony 
between Melinda aud the oquires who was io mucu dif- 
* | 1 4 guſted 
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guſted at the number of gallants who continued to hover 
about her even after marriage ; that he pp hurried Bet 
down into the country, much againſt her own inclioation, 
where their mutual animoſities had riſen to ſuch a height, 
that they preſerved no decency before company or fer- 
vants, but abuſed one another in the groſſeſt terms. 
This good gentlewoman, to convince me'of my dear 
Narcifſa's unalterable love, gratified me with a ſight of 
the laſt letter ſhe had ſent her, in which I was mention» 
ed with fo much tenderneſs, and concern, that my foul 
was fired with impatience, and I determined to ride all 
night, that I might have it the ſooner in my power to 
make her happy. Mrs. Sagely perceiving my eagerneſs, 
and her maternal affection being equally divide between 
Narciſſa and me, b-gged leave to remind me of the ſen- 
timents with which I went abroad, that would not per: 
mit me tor any ſelfiſh grati :ca:ion' to prejudice the for- 
tune of that amiable young lady, who mult entirely de- 
pend on me, after having given herſelf in marriage. 
thanked her for her concern, and as briefly as poſſible 
deſcribed my flouriſhing fituation, which afforded this 
25 EK „e. © a - & as fiw 0 
aumane perion Lies Wonder and ldtiSI4ciion, 4 fois 
her, that now I had an opportunity to manifeſt my gra» 
titude for the obligaiions I owed, I would endeayquc to 
make her old age comfo;table and eaſy: as à ſtep to 
which, I propoſed the ſhouid come and live with Nargiila 
and me.—This venerable gentle woman was ſo muck at» 
tected with my words that the tears ran down her anci- 
ent checks; ſhe thanked heaven that I had not belied 
the preſages ſhe had made, on her firſt acquaintance with 
me; ac«uuwledging my generoſity, as ihe called it, in 
the molt pathetic expreſſions ; but declined my propolal 
on account of her attachment to the dear melancholy 
colt⸗ge where the had ſo peacetully, conſumed her wi- 
dowhood. Finding ter immoveable on this ſubject, I 
inſiſted on her accepting à preſent of thirty guineas, and 
took my leave, reſolving to accomodate her with the {ame 
ſum angually, for the more comfortable ſupport of the 
intirmiues of old agr.. os * 
HFaving rode all night, I found myſelf at Canterbury 
in the morning, where I alighted to procure freih horſes; 
and as L walked into the inn, perceived ag apothe e 
| | op 


— 


— — 


— — 
— — 


— 


— a4 


= = 
— = =_ > 
#- 323 2 N on 1 
- \ -- - _ 2 2 . Aa Bong. = a \ — 
PR * ; 1 —_ 2 2 — 2 * 
— — 5 — — — ” - IE 2 * — 2 — — — 4 
1. — = 
— 
- — — 22 — 22 — » — — — — — 22 — — 
5 —— — 2 — - — — — 
2 
— — a _ — 
a — — — — — 5 
0 


— 


4 G 
- 
, 
7 16 
1 | 
: 
TP! 4 
j 13 
=_ * 
k i Hh 
4 : 
Wl + : : 
1 
11 
* | 
[ : 
15 41 
1 
„ N 
= © 
* 
BL 
4 
\ , 
„ 


1 
' 
f 


i 


RODERICK RANDOM. 240 


ſhop on the other fide of the ſtreet, with the name of 
Morgan over the door: Alarmed at this diſcovery, I 
conld not help thinking that my old meſs-mate had ſet- 
tled in this place, and upon enquiry, found my conjec- 
ture true, and that he was married lately to a widow in 
that.city, by whom he had got three thouſand pounds. 
Rejoiced at this intelligence, I went up to his ſhop as 
ſoon as it was open, and found my friend behind the 
counter, buſy in preparing a glyſter. I faluted him at 
entrance, with Your fervant, Mr. Morgan.“ ——Up- 
on which he looked at me, and replying, “ Your 
« moſt humble, goot Sir ;*” rubbed his ingredients in 
the mortar without any emotion. What! (ſaid 1) 
« Morgan, have you forgot your old meſs mate?” At 
theſe words, he looked up again, and ſtarting, cried, 
« As Got is my —ſfure it cannot—yes by my falfation, E 
« pelieve it is my dear friend Mr. Rantom,” — He was 
no ſooner convinced of my identity, than he threw down 
the peſtle, overſet the mortar, and jumping over the 
board, ſwept up the contents with his clothes, flew 
about my neck, hugged me affectionately, an daubed 
me all over with turpentine anch the yolks of eggs, which 
he had been mixing when I came in. Our mutual 
congratulations being over he told me, that he found 
bimfelf a widower upon his return from the Welt In- 
dies; that He had got intereſt to be appointed ſurgeon of 
a man of war, in which capacity he had ſerved ſome 
years, until he married an apothecary's widow, with 
whom he now enjoyed a pretty good ſum of money, 
peace, and quiet, and an indifferent good trade. He 
was very deſirous of hearing my adventures, which I 
aſſured him I had not time to relate, but told him in ge- 
neral, my cireumſtances were very good, and that I 
hoped to ſee: him when I ſhould not be in ſuch a huery 
as at preſent.—— He inſiſted however on my ſtaying 
breaktaſt, and introduced me to his wife, who ſeemed 
to be a decent ſenſihle women, pretty weil ticicken in 
years. In the courte of our converſation, he ſhz:wed the 
flzeve- buttons I had exchanged with him at our parting 
in the Weſt Indies, and was not a little proud to fee 
that I had preſerved his wich the ſame care. When I 
intormed him of Mackihane's condition, he ſeemed at 
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ficſt to exult over his diſtreſs,z but after a little recollee - 
tion, ſaid, „% Well, he has paid for. his malice, 1 forgife- 
* him, and may Got forgife him likewiſe.” He ex- 
preſſed great concern for the ſaul of captain Oakhum, 
which he believed was now gnaſhing its teeth: but it 
was fome time before I could-convince him of Thomſon's.. 
bing alive, at whoſe good fori une, nevertheleſs, he was- 
extremely glad. „n 

Having renewed our proteſtations of friendſhip, I bade 
the honeſt, Welchman and his ſpouſe farewel, and taking, 
poſt-horkes, arrived at London that ſame night, where 
1 found my father in good health, to whom I imparted- 
what I-had learned of Narciſfa.— This indulgent parent 
approved of my intention of marrying ber, even without 
fortune, provided her brother's conſent could not be 
obtained ; promited to make over to me in a few days a-. 
tufliciency.to maintain her in a faſhionable manner, and 
expreſſed a defire of ſeeing this amiable. creature, Who 


nad captivated me ſo much As I had not ſlept the 


7 
. 


WEE before, and was beſides fatigued with my journey, 
ound myſelf under the neceſlicy of taking ſome repoſe, 
and went to bed accordingly :. next morning about ten 
2 took a chair, and, according to Mrs. Sagely's 
directions, went to my eharmer's lodgings, and inquired, 


for Miſs Williams. — I had not waited in the parlour 


longer than a minute, when this young woman entered, 
and no ſooner perceived me, than ſhe ſhrickzd and ran 
backward; but I.got between her and the door, and 
claſping her in my arms, brought her to her ſelf with an 
embrace. Good heaven ! (cried ſhe) Mr. Random, is 
„it you indeed! my miſtrets will run diſtracted. wich 
joy. l told her, it was from an apprehenſion that my, 
ſudden appearance might have ſome bad effect on my dear 
Narciſſa, that I had. deſired to fee her firit, in order to 
conceit ſome method of acquainting ber miſtreſs gra · 
daally with my arrival, She approved of my condut; 
and after having yielded to the ſuggeſtions of her own. 
ttiendihip, in aſking if my voyage nad been tucceſsfu!, 
charged herſelf with that office, and left me glowing 
with defire of ſeeing and embracing the object of my 
love. Ina very little time 1 heard ſomebody coming down 
Kairs ia. bale, and the voice of my angel 1 
; : wit 
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with an eager tone, O heaven! is it poſſible! where 
* jg he?” How were my faculties: arouſ-d at this well 
known ſound ! and how was my ſoul tranſported. when 
ſhe broke in upon my view, in all the blao n of ripen*d 


beauty! Grace was in all her ſteps. heaven in her eye; _ 


in every geſture dignity and lobe — You whoſe ſouls are 
ſuſceptible of the moſt delie te impreſſions, whoſe ten- 
der boſoms have felt the affecting vieiſſitudes of love, 
who have ſuffered an abſence of eighteen long months. 
from the dear object of your hop:, and found at your 
return the melting fair, as kind and as conſtant as your 
heart could with, do me juſlice on this occaſion, and con- 
ceive what unutterable rapture poſſeſſed us both, while 
we flew into each other's arms! This was no time for 
ſpeech, —locked im a mutual embrace, we continued ſome 
minutes in a ſilent trance of joy! Wien I'thus encir- 
cled all that my ſoul held dear, ——while I hang over 
heribeauties,—behe!d her eyes ſparkle, and every feature 
flzxth with virtuous fondneſs; when I ſaw her enchant · 
ing boſon heave with undifſe.nbled rapture, and knew - 
myſelt the happy cauſe— H-avens! what was my fitut» 
tizn! I am tempred to commit my paper to the fl umes, 
and to renounce my pen for ever, becauſe its moſt ardent 
and lucky expreſſion ſo poorly deſeribes the emotions of 
my ſoul. Ondorable Narciſſa ! (cried I) O miracle of 
beauty, love, and truth I at laſt fold thee in my arms! 
I at laſt can call thee mine! No jealous brother ſhalt. 
thwart our'happinefs again; fortune hath at length re» 
compenſed me ſor all my ſufferings, and enable me to 
da juſtice to iny love. The dear creatuce ſmiled inef. 
fably charming, and with a look of bewitching tender- 
neſs, ſaid, ** And ſhall we never part again?” „ Ne. 
«ver! :(I replied) thou wondrous pa:tera of all earth - 
„ly perfection! never until death ſhall divide us ! by this - 
„ ambroſial kiſs, a thouſand times more fragrant than 
the breeze that ſweeps the orange grove, I never more 
will :leave thee!“ LEP £0 TEL 1s 
As my fir trauſport abated, my paſſion grew turbu- 
lent and uoruly. l was giddy with {tanding on the brink 
of bliſs,” and all my virtue and philoſopnhy were tcarce 
ſutficieat to reſtrain the inordinate ſallies of dete. 
Nareiſſa perceived the cooflit within me, and wien ner 
n . | ulual - 
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_ uſual dignity of prudence, called off my imaginationfrom 
the object in view, and with eagers expreſſions of in - 


tereſted curioſity, deſired to know the particulars of my 


Voyage. —ln this I gratified her inclination, bringing 
my ſtory down to the preſent hour : She was infinitely 
ſurpriſed at the circumſtance of finding my father, which 
brought tears into her lovely eyes. She was tranſport - 
ed at hearing that he approved my fla ne, diſcovered a 

longing defire of being introduced to him, congratulated 
herſelf and me upon my good fortune, and obſerved. 


that this. great and unexpected turn of fate ſeemed to- 


have been brought about by the immediate direction of 
Providence. Having entertained ourſelves ſome hours 
with the genuine effuſion of our (outs, I obtained her 
canſfent to complete my happinefs as ſoon. as my father 
tuould judge it proper, and applying with my on hands 


a valuable necklace, compaſed of diamonds. and ame - 


thyſts ſet alternately, which an old Spaniſh lady at Para- 
guay had preſented me with, I rook my leave, promiſing 
to return in the afternoon with Don Rodrigo —When 
I went home, this generous parent enquired very affec ; 
tionately about the health of my dear Narciſfa, to whom 
that I might be the more agreeable, he put into my 
hand a deed, by which I found myſelf in poſf:fion of 
fifteen thouſand pounds, excluſive of the profits of my 
own merchandize, which amounted to three thouſand 
more.—Atter dinner I accompanied him to the lodging 
of my miſtreſs, who being dreſſed for the occaſion, made 
a molt dazzling appearance. I could perceive him truck 
wich ver figure, which I really think was the molt beau - 


tiful that ever was created under the fan, He embraced 


her tenderly, and told her, he was proud of havingia 
101 who had ſpirit to attempt, and. qualifications to en- 
gage, the affections of ſuch a fine lady, —dhe blulhed at 
this compliment, and with eyes full of the ſotteſt lan - 
guithment turned upon me, ſaid, the ſhould have been 
unworthy of Mr. Random's attention, had the been blind 
to his extraordinary merit. I made no other anſwer than 
a low bow. My father, ſighing, pronounced, Such 
« once was my Charlotte l' while the tear ruſhed into 
his eye, and the tender heart of Narciila manifeſted it - 
lelt ia two precious drops of ſympathy, which, but * 
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bis preſenee, F-would have kiſſed away. Without re- 
peating the partieulars of our conyerſation. I ſhall only 
obſerve, that Don Rodrigo was as much charmed with 
her good ſenfe, as with her appearance: and the was 
no leſs pleaſed with his underſtanding and polite addreſs. 
lt was determined that he ſhould write to the ſquire, 
figntfying his. approbation of my paſſion for his (iter, 
and offering a ſettlement which he ſhould have no re- ſon 
to rejedt; and that, if he ſhould refuſe the propoſal, 
we would crawn our mutual wiſhes without any farther 
—_ to his will. | 


C H A v. LXVIII. 


My father ain profent to Varciſe—the hetters ir K batch 
end to ber brother appear among my acquaintance --— 

- - Banter's behaviour —the Squire refuſes his conſent —— my 

uncle comes to towun— approves of my choice — I am mar- 

ried - ue meet the Squire and his lady at the play—our 
nn, is courted. 


A Fr E R having ſpent the evening to the lat fe- 
tion of all preſent, my father addreſſed himſelf 
thus to Nareiſſa, Madam, give me leave to conſider 
you hereafter as my daughter, in which capacity L 
6 inſiſt upon your accepting this firſt inſtance of my 
v paternal duty and affection.“ With theſe words he 
put into her hand a bank note of 500 / which the no 
ſooner. examined, than with a low curtfey the replied, 
Dear Sir, tho“ I have not the leaſt occaſion for this 
© ſupply, I have too great a veneration for you to re - 
« fuſe chis praof of your generolity and eſteem, which L 
the more freely receive, becauſe I already look upon. 
% Mr. Random's intereſt as inſeparably connected wich 
mine.“ He was extremely well pleaſed with her frank 
and ingenious reply; upon which we ſaluted aud wich- 
ed ner good night. Che letter, at my requeſt, was diſ- 
patched to Suſſfex by an expreſs, and in tne mean time, 
Don Rodrigo, to grace my nuptials, hired a ready fur- 
nithed houſe, and tet up a very handſome equipage. 
Though I paſſed the greateit part of the day with the 
darling 
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darling of my ſoul, I found ſeiſore ſometimer to be A 


mong my former acquaintance, who were aftoniſhed at 


the magnificence of my appearance: Binter in partieu- 


lar was confounded at the ſtrange viciſſitudes of my for- 
tune, the cauſes of which he endeavoured in vain to diſ- 
cover, until I thought fit to diſchſe-the whole ſecret of 
my laſt voyage, partly in conſideration of our former 


intimacy, and partly ro prevent unfavourable conjectures 


which he and others; in all probability would have made, 
in regard to my circumſtances. He profeſſed great ſa · 
tisfaction at this piece of neus, and | had no cauſe to 
believe him inſincere, when I conſidered that he would 


now look upon himſelf as acquitted of the debt he owed 
me, and at the fame time flatter himſelf with hopes of 


borrowing more. — I carried him home to dinner with 
me, and my father liked his converſation ſo much, that 
upon hearing his difficulties, he deſired me to accommo- 
date him for the preſent,: and enquire if he would ac - 
cept of a commiſſion in the army, towards the purchaſe 
of which he would willingly lend him money. Ac- 
cordingly I gave my friend an opportunity of being 


alone with me, when as I expected, he told me that 


he was juſt on the point of being reconcited to an old 
rich uncle, whoſe heir he was, but wanted a few pisces 
for immediate expence, which he defired J would lend 


him, and take his bond for the whole. His demaud 


was limited to ten guineas; and when I put twenty in- 
to his hand, he ſtared at me for fome moments, then 
putting it into his purſe, ſaid, „Ay, *tis all one, — you 


«+ ſhall have the whole in a very ſhort time.“ When I 
had taken his note, to fave the expeuce of a bond, T 


expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe that a fellow ot his ſpirit thould 
loiter away his time in idleneſs, and aſked way he id 
not cuooſe to make his fortune in the army.— What ! 
% (ſaid he) throw away my money upon a ſubaltern's 
„% commiſſi n, to be under the commind of a parcel of 
1 ſcoundrels who have raiſcd themielves above ma by 
*« tne moſt» intamous practices l no, I love indepe u- 
6 dency too well io tacritice my lite, heaich, aus pla- 
«ſure tor ſuch à pitiful conſide ration.“ - Finding bim 
averſe to this way ut lite, i changed the ubject aud 
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returned to Don Rodriga, who. had N received tho 
W n the Squire. TENT 8 


'2 4 
8 i R. 

C Nee eee 1 „ ſubſerib's. 
* R. Random, this is the anſwer. As for youz 
4 I know nothing of vou. Vour ſon. or-preteaded fon... 
4 J have ſeen ; —if he marries my ſiſter, at nis petil be 
«it ;, I do deelare, that he ſhall not have one farthing- 
aof her fortune, which becomes my property, if (he. 
«takes a huſband without my conſent. ——Y3ur ſettles - 
«ment, I do believe, is all a ſham, and yourſelf no bet - 
t ter than you ſhould be.; but if you had all the wealth 
« of the Indies, your ſon ſhall never bern in our A 
*<mily with the mene 115 

ö 2 Ones Topeball * 


MV "A was not- atk ſurpriſed at this- polite let- 
ter, alter having heard the character of the author: and: : 
as for me, I was even pleaſed at his refuſal, becauſe 1. 
had now an opportunity of thewing my diſintereſtedlove- 
By his permiſſion Ewatted on ny charmer ; and having-: 
tmparted the contents of her brother's letter, at which. 
ſhe wept bitterly, in ſpite ot allimy conſolation and ca- 


reſſes, the time of our marriage was fixad at the diſtance 


of two days. During this interval, in which my ſoul 
was wound up to the laſt ſtreteh of rapturous eꝝpecta «+ 
tion, Nareiſſa endeavoured to reconcile ſome ot her res 
lations in town to her marriage with me ;. but finding : 
them all det to her remonſlrances, either out of envy or 
prejudice z (be told me with the moſt enchaating ſweets - 
neſs, while the tears bede wed her lovely cheeks, 4+ Sure 
* the world will no longer queſtion your. generoli: yg 
„hen you. take a poor toriorn beggar to your:arins.'* - 
Affected with her focrow, I preſſed che tair mourner - 
my brealt, and ſwore that ine was more dear and wel- 
come on that account, becaule the had tacriiczd her 
triends aud fortune to her love for me. My uncle, tor 
whole character the, had à great veueration, being now, 
come to town, L introduced him to my bride 2 aud 
although he Was not very much lubjz& to refined fenlae 
an, he was lr uck dumb with aduurativn at her beau» 
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ty. After having kiſſed and gazed at her for ſome time, 
he turned to me, ſaying, «© Odds bobs, Rory! here's a 
e notable prize indeed, finely built, and gloriouſty rig- 
« coed, i'faith ! if ſhe an't well manned when you have 
de the command of her, firrah, you deſerve to go to fea 
& in a cockle ſhell. No offence. I hope, niece 3 you 
% muſt not mind what I ſay, being a ptain ſea faring 


„ man, thof mayhap I have as much regard for you as 


« another.” She received him with great civility, told 


him ſhe had longed a great while to fee a perſon to 


whom ſhe was fo much indebted for his generoſity to 
Mr. Random ; that ſhe looked vpon him as her uncle, 
by which name ſhe begged leave to call him for the fu- 
ture; and that ſhe was very ſure he could ſay nothing 
that would give ber the leaſt offence. The honeſt cap- 
tain was tranſported at her courteous behaviour, and 
inſiſted upon giving her away at the ceremony, ſwearing 
that he loved her as well as if the was his own child, 
and that he would give two thouſand guineas to the 
firſt fruit of our love, as foon as it could ſqueak. Every 
thing being prepared forthe ſolemnization ot ournuptials, 
which were to be performed privately at my father's houſe 
the auſpicious hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my 
uncle went in the coach to fetch the bride and Miſs 
Williams; leaving me with a parſon, Banter, and Strap, 
neither of whom had as yet feen my charming miſtreſs. 
My faithful valet, who was on the rack of impatience to 

behold a lady of whom he had heard to much, no ſooner 
underſtood that the coach was returned, than he placed 
bimielf at a window to have a peep at her as the alight- 

ed; and when he ſaw her, clapped his hands together, 
turned up the white of his eyes, and with his mouth wide 
open, retnained in a ſort ot extaſy, which broke out 1ato 
* Dea certe . ꝗgualis in Eurote ripis, aut per juga 
& Cpnthi exercet Diana chorus P'— Vhe doctor and Ban- 

ter were turpriſed to hear my man fpeak Latin, but when 

my tather led Narcifla into the room, the object of their 

admiration was {0on changed, as appeared in the coun- 

tenances of bath. Indeed they mutt have been the molt 
inſenſible of ali beings, could they have beheld wichour 

emotion the divide creature that approach-d ! She was 
dreſſed in a lack ot white ſattin, embroidered on ry 
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breaſt with gold; the crown of her head was covered 
with a ſmall French cap, from, whence deſcended her 
beautiful hair in ringlets that waved upon her ſnowy neck 
which dignified the necklace 1 had given her; her looks 
glowed-with modeſty and love; and her boſom, through 
the veil of gauze that ſhaded it, afforded a proſpe& of 
Elyſium !—T received this ineſtimable gift of providence 
as became mez and in a little time the clergyman did 
his office, my uncle, at his own earneit requeſt, acting 
the part of a father to my dear Narciſſa, who trembled 
very much, and had ſcarce ſpirits ſufficient to ſupport her 
under this great change of ſituation. Soon as ſhe was 
mine by the laws of heaven and earth, I orinted a burn- 
ing kiſs upon her lips, my tather embraced her tenders 
ly. my uncle hugged her with great aff:Rion, and I pree 
ſented her to my friend Banter, who ſaluted her in a ves 
ry polite manner; Miſs Williams hung round her aeck, 
and wept ptenifully ; while Strap fell upon his knees, 
and begged to kiſs his lady's hand, which the preſented 
with great aff4bility, 1 hall not pretend to deſerib: my 
own feelings at this juncture; let it ſuffice to ſay; that 
de een ee e dee 
o'clock, I cautioned my Narciſſa againſt expoſing her 
health by ſittiug up too late, and ſhe was prevailed upon 
to withdraw with her maid to an apartment deſtined for 
us. When ſhe left the room, her face was overſpread 
with a bluſh that ſent all my blood in a ſtate of fermen- 
tation, and made every pulſe beat with tenfold vigour ! 
She was ſo cruel as to let me remain ia this condition a 
full halt hour; when, no longer able to reſtrain my im - 
patience, 1 broke from the company, burit into her 
chamber, pulhed out her confidante, locked the door, and 
found her O heaven and earth ! a feaſt, a thouſand 
times more delicious, that my moſt ſanguine hopes pre · 
ſaged !—Bur let me not profane the chaite myiteries of 
iy men. — I. was the bappielt of men! | 
lz the, morning I was waked by chree or four drums 
which Banter had placed underthe window: upon which 
4 wiihdrew the curtain, aud enjoyed the unipeakable ſa . 
tis taction of contemplating thoſe angelic charms, which 
were no in my poſſeſſion } Beauty ! which, whether /leep- 
ing ar awake, feet forth peculiar da" light 
225 arting 
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darting upon my Narciſſi's eyes, ſhe able * alſo, and 
recollecting her:ſituation, hid her bluſhes in my boſom. 
I was diſtracted with joy ! I could not beli-ve the evi- 
dences of my fenſes, and looked upon all that had hay- 

-ned. as the fictions of a dream! In the mean time-my 
uncle knocked at the door, and bade me turn ont, for, L 
had had a long ſpell. I roſe accordingly, and ſent Miſs 
Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf receiving the congratu+ 
lations of captain Bowling, who raljtied me in his ſea- 
phraſe, with great ſucceſs. | In lefs than an hour, Dun 
Rodrigo led my wife in to breakfaſt, where ſhe received 
the compliments of the company on her looks, which, 
they ſaid, if poſſible, were improved by matrimony. — 
As her delicate cars were offended with none of thoſe 
indecent ambiguities, which are too often ſpoken on ſuch 
occaſions, ſhe behaved with dignity, unaff:Qted modelty, 

and eaſe; and as a teſtimony of my afſection and eſteem, 
I preſented her, in preſence of them all, with a deed,. 
by which I ſettled the whole fortune I was poſſeſfe d of, 
on her and her heirs for ever. She accepted it with a 
glance of moſt tender acknowledgement, obſerved, that 

e could not be furpriſed at any thing of this kind I 
ſhould do, and deſired my father to take the trouble of 
keeping it, ſayings ** Next to my own' Mr. Random, 
4: yourare the perſon in whom 1 'ought to have the 
< greateſt confidence.” Charmed with her prudent and 
ingenuous manner of proceeding, he took the paper, 
and aſſured her that ir thould not lole its value while. 
ia his cuſtody, 

As we had not many viſits to give ns receive, the 
little time we ſtayed to town was ipent in goiog to pub- 
lic diverfions, where I have the vanity to tninł Narciſſa 
ſeldom was eclipled, One night in particular, we had 
ſent our footman to keep one of the ſtage-boxes, which 
we no ſooner entered, than we perceived in the oppoſite 
box the ſquire and his lady, who ſeeined not a little ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing us. I: was pleaſed at this opportunity of 
confrouting them; the more, becruſe Melinda was rob 
bed ot all her admirers by my wife, who happened that 
Right to outſhine ner fiiter both in beauty and dreſs. She 
was piqued at Narciſſa's victory, toſſ-d her head a thou! 
1 vilfsrent ways, flistedber lau, looked at us with _ 
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dain, then whiſpered to her huſb ind, and broke out iau- 
to an affected giggle; but all her arts proved ineffectu al 
either to diſcompoſe Mrs. Random, or to conceal her oon 
mortification, which at length forced her away before the 
play was done. The news of our marriage being ſpread, 
with many circumſtances to our diſad vantage, by the in- 
duſtry of this malignant creature, a certain ſet of perſons, 
fond of ſcandal, began to enquire into the particulars of 
my fortune, which they no ſooner underſtood to be in- 
dependent, than the tables were turned and our acquaine 
tance was courted as much as it had been deſpiſed before: 
But Narciſſa had. too much dignity of pride, to encou- 
rage this change ot conduct, eſpecially in her relations, 
w hom ſhe could never be prevailed upon to ice, after the 
malicious reports they had raiſed to. her prejudice, 


Hy father intends to reviſit the place of his nativity ———- 
wwe propoſe to accompany bin - my uncle renews his will 
in my ſavour, determining to go ta ſea again ——nwe ſet 
out for. Scotland—arrive at Edinburgh— purchaſe our 

_ paternal eſtate ——proceed to it — halt at the tun where 
I awas educated tale up my bond to' Crab—the bebaviour 
of Aotion and his wife: and one of my female couſins = 
our reception at the eftate——— Strap marries Mifi M. 
liams, and is ſettled by my father. to his own ſatisſaction—— 
Jam more and mere happy. x Lit VS 
" Y father intendiag to.reviſic his native country, 
and pay the. tribute of a fe tears at my motherꝰs 
grave, Narciſſa and I reſolved to acoompany him in the 
execution ot his pious office, and accordingly prepared 
ſor the journey: in which, however, my uncle would got 
engage, being reſolved to try his fortune once more at 
ſea. Ia the mean time, he renewed nis will in favour of 
my wite and me, and depaſited it in the hands of his 
brotherein-law: While 1 (that I might not be wanting 

to my own intereſt) ſummoned the Squire to produce his 

father's will at Dodor's Commons, and employed 4 

Exoctor to manage the affair ia my: abſence. 9 
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Every thing being thus ſettled, we took leave of all 

our friends in London, and ſet out for Scotland, Don 
c Rodrigo, Narciſſa, Miſs Williams, and I in the coach, 
and Strap with two men in livery on horſe- back: As we 
made eaſy ſtages, , my charmer held it out very well, till 
we arrived at Edinburgh, where we propoſed to reſt 
ourſelves ſome. weeks. 

Here Don Rodrigo having intelligence that the for- 
hunter had ſpent his eſtate, which was to be expoſed to 
ſale by public auction, he determined to make a pure 
chaſe of the ſpot where he was born, and actually bought 
all the land that belonged to his father. 4 
In a few days alter this bargain was made, we left 
Edinburgh, in orderto go and take poſſeſſion; and by the 
way, halted one night in that town where I was edu» 


cated, Upon inquiry 1 found that Mr. Crab was dead; 


whereupon I ſent for his executor, paid the ſum I owed, 
with intereſt, and took up the bond. Mr. Potion and 
his wife hearing of our arrival, had the aſſurance to come 
to the inn where we lodged, and ſent up their names, 
with a deſire of being permitted to pay their reſpects to 
my father and me: But their ſordid behaviour towards 
me when I was an orphan, had made too deep an im- 
preſſion on my mind, to be effaced by this mean mer- 
cenary piece of condeſcenſion 3 I therefore rejected their 
me ſſage with diſdain, and bade Strap tell them, that 
my father and I deſired to have no communication with 
ſuch low · minded wretches as they were. er en 
They had not been gone half an hour, when a woman 
without any ceremony, opened the door of the room 
here we ſat, and waking towards my father, accoſted 
him with, “Uncle, your ſervant— L an glad to fee yon.“ 
This was no other than one of my female eouſins, men- 
tioned in the firſt part ot my memoirs, to whom Don 
Rodrigo replied, Pray, who are you, Madam?“ —0 ! 
„ (cried ſhe) my coulin Rory there knows me very well. 
Don't you remember me, Rory?“ “ Ves, ma- 
* dam, (laid I) for my own part | ſhall never forget 
„% you, — Sir, this is, one of the young ladies, who, (as 
« I told you] treated me ſo humanely in my child - 
„hood!“ When 1 pronounced theſe words, my father's 
reſentment glowed in his viſage, aud he ordered her 4 
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be gone, with ſuch a commanding aſpect, that he re- 
tired in a fright, muttering curſes as ſhe went down 
ſtairs. We afterwards learned that ſhe was married to 
an enſign, who ſpent all her fortune; and that her ſiſter 
had bore a child to her mother's footman, who is now 
her huſband, and keeps a petty ale- houſe in the country. 

The fame of our flourithing condition having arrived 
at this place before us, we got notice that the magiltrates 
intended next day to compliment us with the freedom 
of their town z upon which my father, conſidering their 
complaiſance in the right point of view, ordered the 
horſes to the coach early in the morning. 

We proceeded to our eſtate, which lay about twenty 
miles from this place ; and when we came within half a 
league of the houſe, were met by a prodigions number 
of poor tenants, men, women, and children, ho teſtifi - 
ed their joy by loud acclamations, and accompanied our 


coach to the gate. As there is no part of the world, in 


which the pe * are more attached to their lords than 
in Scotland, & e were almoſt devoured by their affection. 
My tather had always been their favourite, aud now that 
he appeared their maſter after having been thought dead 
ſo long, their joy broke out into a thouſand extravagan- 
cies: When we entered the court yard, we were ſurroun- 
ded by a valt number, whocrouded together ſo cloſely co 
ſee us, that ſeveral were in danger of being ſqueezed to 

death; thoſe who were near Don Rodrigo tell upon their 
knees, aud kiſſed his hand, or the hem of his garment, 
praying aloud for long lite and proiperity to him; others 


_ approached Narciſſa and me in the ſame mander; while 


the reſt clapped their hands at a diſtance, and invoked - 
heaven to thower its choiceit bleſſings on our head In 
ſhorc, the whole ſcene, though rude, was ſo affecting, ü 

that the- gentle partner of my heart wept over it, and my 


tather humſelf could not retrain from dropping a tear. 


Having welcomed his daughter and me to his houſe, 
he ordered ſome bullocks'to be killed, and- ſome hogl- 
heads ot ale to be brought from the neighbouring village, 
to regale choſe hone lt people, who had not n luch 
a holiday for many years before. 

Next day we were viſited by the * in the 
neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, one of whom 
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brought along with him my couſin, the fox hunter, who 1 
had Raid. at bis houſe ſince he was obliged to leave his 
own? My father was generous enough to receive him 
kindiy, and even promiſe to purchaſe for hi n a commitſ- 
ſion in the army, for which he n great thankfut- 0 


meſs and jop 

My charming. Narciſſi was eniveeſally: halved and 
loved for her beauty, affability and good ſenſe; and ſo 
well pleaſed with the ſrtuation of the plate, and the com- 
pany round, that ſhe has not, as vet, diſcovered the leaſt 
deſire of changing her babitation. 

We had not been many days ſettled, Shen 1 prevailed 
upon my father to pay a viſit to che village where I had 
heen at ſchool. Here we were received by the principal 
inhabitants, who entertained us in the church, where 
Mr. Syntax the ſehoolmaſter (my tyrant being dead)pro- 
nounced a Latin oration in honour of our family. And 
none exerted themſelves more than Strap's father and 

relations, who looked upon the honeſt valet as the firft 
gentleman of their race, and honoured his beneſactors ac - 
cordingly. Having received the homage of this place, 
we retired, leaving forty. pounds for the benefit of the 
poor of the pariſh ; and that very night, Strap being a 
| little elevated with the regard that had been thewn him 
4 and me on his account, ventured to tel} me, that he 
had a ſneaking kindneſs for Miſs Williams, and that if 
his lady and I would uſe our intereſt in his behalf, he 
did not doubt that ſhe would liften to his addreſſes. 
durpriſed at this propoſal, Iaſked if he knew the flory of 
that unfortunate young gentlewoman:' Upon which, he 
replied, “ Ves, yes, I know what you mean — ſhe has 
been unhappy, I grant you But what ot that? I am 
T * convinced ot her reformation, or elſe you and my good 
40 lady would not treat her with ſuch reſpe& — As tor 
* the cenſure of the world, I value it not a fig's end 
n belides the world knows nothing of the matter.“ 1 
commended his philoſophy, and iarereſted Nareiſſa in his 
cautez who interceded fo effectually, that, ina liitle time, 
Miſs Williams yielded her conſent, and they were mar- 
ticd with the approbationu of Don Rodrigo, who gave- 
him five hundred pounds, to ſtock a farm, and made him 


Oyerleer-of his eſlate. My gener ous bedfellow gave 1 
mai 
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maid the ſame fam ; ſo that they live in great peace 
and plenty within balf a mile of us, and daily put vp 
prayers for our preſervation. 

It there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on earth, L 
enjoy it. The impetuous tranſports of my paſſion are 
now ſettled and mellowed into endearing fondneſs, and 

tranquillity of love, rooted by that intimate connexion 
and interchange of hearts, which nonght but virtue 


ous wedlock can produce. Fortune ſeems determined 


to make ample amends for her former cruelty ; for, 
my proctor writes, that notwithſtanding the clauſe of 
my father-in law's will, on which the Squire founds 
his claim, 1 ſhall certainly recover my wife's fortune, 
in conſequence of a codocil annexed, which explains that 
cauſe, and limits her reitriction to the age of nine» 
teen, after which ſhe was at her owa diſpolal. I would 
have ſet out for London immediately after receiving 
this piece of intelligence, but my dear angel has been 
-qualmith of late, and begins to grow remarkably round 
in the wailt, ſo that 1 cannot leave her in ſuch an inte» 
reſtiug ſituation, which 1 hope will produce ſomething to 
crown my tclicitye ; 
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